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High marks for EU
education

A study funded by the European Com-
mission was carried out between
November 2004 and December 2005 to
investigate the perception of European
higher education in other parts of the
world. The study was based on large-
scale surveys and interviews with about
20,000 students and other stakeholders
in six target countries namely Thailand,
China, India, Mexico, Brazil and Russia.
Jan Figel, the European Commissioner
for Education, Training, Culture and
Multilingualism revealed that “The
study shows that European higher
education is perceived positively around
the globe. However, it also tells us that
Europe needs to further improve the
quality of its higher education, and that
it must provide more comprehensive
and accessible information on its study
opportunities.”

For more information see:

http://ec.europa.eu/education/
programmes/mundus/acareport.pdf

European Charter for Film
Online endorsed

At the Cannes Film Festival, major
representatives of the film and content
industry, of Internet service providers and
of telecom operators from the EU and
the U.S. endorsed the European Film
Online Charter that they had jointly
developed under the auspices of the
European Commission. This Charter - the
first of its kind in the world - identifies
the preconditions for enabling content
and infrastructure providers to make film
online service a commercial success.

For the full text of European Film Online
Charter and the list of signatories see:
http://ec.europa.eu/comm/avpolicy/

other_actions/content_online/
index_en.htm
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Erasmus Mundus proves
popular

The Erasmus Mundus programme of
master’s courses has proven so popular
since its launch in 2004 that it had to
be expanded to keep up with demand.
Erasmus Mundus Master’s Courses
are top-quality courses offered by part-
nerships of European higher education
institutions. There are currently 57
courses to chose from, covering every-
thing from engineering and technology,
sciences, social sciences, business,
economics, to law and the humanities.
All Courses received almost 6,000
applications for scholarships from
students and scholars from all over the
world. The European Commission has
selected, for the 2006-2007 academic
year, 1,377 students and 231 university
teachers to participate in the programme.
More information, including a geogra-
phical breakdown by country of origin
of the Erasmus Mundus scholarships

EU supports medicines
in emergencies

On 28" April, the European Council
adopted a Regulation which is a key
element in ensuring access to affordable,
safe and effective medicines for poor
countries. Under this Regulation, EU
companies will be able to apply for a
license to manufacture, without the
authorisation of the patent holder,
pharmaceutical products for exports to
countries facing public health problems.
The Regulation will also cover cases of
public health emergencies, such as the
avian flu, in poor developing countries
lacking the capacity to manufacture such
medicines locally. The Regulation is in line
with the WTO members’ agreement in
December 2005 to amend the
Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects
of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS
Agreement).

grantees, can be found on the Erasmus
Mundus web site:

http://ec.europa.eu/education/
programmes/mundus/index_en.html

EU delivers
on bird flu
pledges

According Benita
Ferrero-Waldner,
Commissioner for
External Relations the
European Commission
is well on track to fully
mobilize €100 million to combat
Avian Influenza around the world.
The fund was part of the international
community’s pledge in Beijing in January
2006 to mobilize a total of $1 billion
in grants and $0.9 billion in loans to
help poorer countries tackle bird flu in
the animal population, and increase
preparedness for a possible human
pandemic. Commission assistance is
helping countries around the world
while more than 300 scientists and 120
research institutions and laboratories in
the EU Member States are at work to
find innovative ways of tackling bird
flu in animals as well as finding new
methods to protect humans.

For more information see:
http://europa.eu.int/comm/world/
avian_influenza/index.htm
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‘Environment’ used to be

thought of as a minority interest
for well-meaning nature lovers.
Nothing could be further from

the truth. The environment
concerns us all. It relates to every
aspect of the world we share
and influences how we live, work,
play, our health, safety and the
quality of our lives. Over the
following pages we look at the
European Union’s policy towards
the environment and how
Thailand participates in some

of its initiatives.

In recent decades, it has become clear
that our global environment is under
threat. Air and water pollution, overuse
of resources, the destruction of habitats
and the menace of climate change are
but a few of the problems.

For the European Union (EU), protecting
and nurturing the environment has long
been high on the agenda. Over the last
30 years the EU has become more and
more effective in this area: agreeing

Working for

a greener,

cleaner future

policies, passing laws and introducing
measures to enforce them, cleaning up
pollution, carrying out research and
making people aware.

By protecting the environment, the EU

is not only tackling pressing problems
but also reflecting the wishes of its

| citizens. Surveys consitently show that

the vast majority of EU citizens expect
policymakers to pay as much attention
to environmental policy as they do
economic or social issues.

The fundamental principles
Pollution has no respect for borders.
Therefore an environmental policy com-
mon to all EU members makes more
sense than having 25 individual ones.

EU environmental policy decisions are
based on a number of fundamental prin-
ciples. To prevent is better than to clean
up and to tackle pollution at source is
better than to deal with any impact.

Policies are also based on the ‘polluter
pays principle’. Payment may take the
form of the investment needed to meet
higher standards, a requirement to take
back, recycle or dispose of products after
use, or a tax on business or consumers for
using an environmentally unfriendly pro-
duct, such as some types of packaging.

When environmental threats are poten-
tial rather than proven, the EU applies
what is known as the precautionary
principle, i.e. it proposes protective
measures if the risk seems real even if
there is no absolute scientific certainty.

Beyond EU borders

Issues such as climate change or
biodiversity loss are global problems. The
loss of the ozone-layer will affect us all,
regardless of whether the fridge containing
ozone-depleting chemicals is in Turin or
Timbuktoo.

As the world’s largest trading bloc and
donor of development aid the EU has
international responsibilities. Consequently,
the EU has signed up to international
programmes and conventions on a wide
range of problems. These include acid
rain, biodiversity, climate change and
greenhouse gases, desertification, hazar-
dous waste, oil spills, persistent organic
pollutants, protection of major rivers and
seas, and tropical forests.

The EU is committed to taking environ-
mental concerns into consideration in its
agreements with other countries. This is
not just a question of funding projects
but also helping those countries put in
place the managerial capacity to run
sustainable environmental policies over
the long term.

The EU is also strongly committed to
implementing the pledges made on
sustainable development at the World
Summit on Sustainable Development in
Johannesburg in 2002. The goal is to
combine the eradication of poverty with
sustainable patterns of production and
consumption and to protect natural
resources.

Meeting global challenges
An EU Environment Action Programme
provides a strategic framework for the
the European Commission’s environmen-
tal policy up to 2012. The programme
identifies four environmental areas for
priority actions:

Climate Change

The evidence is strong that most of the
global warming over the past 50 years
is attributable to human activity. The
warming is being mainly caused by
‘greenhouse gases’ that are released by
human activities, in particular the burn-
ing of fossil fuels such as coal, oil and
natural gas.

4 ¢ EUtoday



The European Union, responsible for
around 14% of global greenhouse gas
emissions, has been in the avantguard
of international efforts to tackle climate
change.

As early as 1990, the EU voluntarily
committed to stabilising its emissions
of CO2 at the 1990 level by 2000, a
target it succeeded in achieving. It was
also instrumental in negotiating and
implementing the 1992 UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change and
played a pivotal role in securing the
Kyoto Protocol. As part of that effort EU
countries have established the world's
first emissions trading scheme for
greenhouse gases. This covers 11,000
energy-intensive plants across the EU.
These are allocated ‘emission allowances’
stating how much carbon dioxide they
can emit per year. Those that emit less
can sell their surplus allowances to those
exceeding their allowances.

The EU is also working internationally
to help countries outside the EU tackle
climate change. In 2005, the EU agreed
a number of ground-breaking new clim-
ate change partnerships, notably with
China and India. These offer cooperation
to find practical solutions to promote
energy efficiency and renewable energy.

A switch to cleaner sources of energy
and fuel is crucial if the EU is to reduce
its emissions of greenhouse gases. Thus
development of renewable energy and
promotion of energy efficiency is a
top-priority within the EU territory.

Nature and Biodiversity
Biodiversity reflects the number, variety
and variability of living organisms,
including mankind. The world is faced
with an unprecedented loss of biodiver-
sity. The main causes include changes
in natural habitats due to intensive
agricultural production; over exploitation
of forests, oceans, rivers, lakes and soils;
invasions of alien species, pollution and
global climate change.

Since the 1970s the EU has been com-
mitted to halting biodiversity loss in
Europe and significantly reducing the
rate of loss worldwide.

A key part of the EU approach has been
to integrate biodiversity concerns into
all aspects of environmental legislation.
And although it is more difficult, progress
has also been made integrating biodiver-
sity concerns into non-environment
policy areas such as the Common Agri-
cultural Policy where we are moving
away from seeing farmers as simply
producers of food to seeing them as
guardians of nature.

In May 2006 the European Commission
adopted a new Communication which
sets out an ambitious policy approach to
halting the loss of biodiversity by 2010.

The Communication contains a number
of innovations. First, it proposes an EU
Action Plan to 2010 and beyond. This is
new in three important ways: it specifies
actions targeted at delivering on 2010
commitments, both at the community
and at the global level. In particular, the

The EU is at the forefront of efforts to tackle climate change.

“Halting biodiversity loss
is an absolute
priority for the EU,
an essential goal for
humanity,”

EU Environment
Commissioner
Stavros Dimas.

Turn Down.
Swiich Off.

Recycle.

These are key elements of the European
Commission’s “You Control Climate Change”
campaign. See how you can contribute to
the fight against climate change at:
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/climat/
campaign/index.htm for more
information

Aqméwﬁﬁamﬂuaaéﬂszﬂ‘alu “éyzaslasimesnised
vseninTIaENaYlafidiash “You Control Climate
Change’ 131 19130368 :ﬁuﬂzymmimﬁammm

mwometlel Tnegdoyaiisndsled:
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/climat/
campaign/index.htm

The EU has led by example in the fight
against greenhouse gasses. It plans to
reduce emmissions:

= by 8% on 1990 levels by 2008-2012
(target under the Kyoto Protocol)

by a further 1% per year from 2012 to 2020
* by 70% in the longer term

wnmglsufudilumsea iaacmSsnaute
a a A oo X
Faunszan uasiunnfiazanmaasae Gt

- anadSaray 8 anseiulug 2533 melud
2651-2665 (hnsnameldng 1siienla)

- AnaIBNsaLaY 1 datiiueuel 2555-2563
- anadSaray 70 luszzem

5 e EUtoday



plan proposes concrete measures and
outlines the responsibilities of EU insti-
tutions and Member States, respectively.
It also specifies indicators to monitor
progress, and a timetable for evaluations.
It spells out what needs to be done to
halt biodiversity loss in the EU and to
meet the international commitments to
reduce biodiversity loss worldwide. It
also creates an advisory mechanism to
help decision-makers make better use of
existing knowledge.

“Halting biodiversity loss is an absolute
priority for the EU, an essential goal for
humanity,” EU Environment Commis-
sioner Stavros Dimas.

For more see:

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/
nature_biodiversity/index_en.htm

Health and Quality of Life
The EU has long been working to protect
health in the workplace and to prevent
the pollution of our air, water and food
chain from sources as diverse as lead in
petrol, and chemicals in batteries.
Nevertheless, the incidence of diseases
caused by environmental actors is on
the increase.

Chemicals appear to play a large role in
this, yet information about the vast bulk
of the chemical substances we use is
sketchy and incomplete. That is what
the EU is currently finalising a system
called REACH - which stands for the
‘Registra-tion, Evaluation and Authorisa-
tion of CHemicals’. Managed by a new
European Chemicals Agency in Helsinki.
the objective is to avoid chemical conta-
mination of air, water, soil and buildings
in the interests of biodiversity and better
health and safety for the EU’s citizens
while not overburdening industry with
regulation.

Under this system, producers and import-
ers of chemicals are required to register
an estimated 30,000 widely used
substances - providing information about
their properties, effects and uses and
safe ways of handling them.

For more on REACH see
www.deltha.cec.eu.int/bic

Natural Resources and
Waste

Each year in the European Union alone
we throw away 1.3 billion tonnes of waste
- some 40 million tonnes of it hazardous.

6 ¢ EUtoday

This amounts to about 3.5 tonnes of
solid waste for every man, woman and
child, according to European Environ-
ment Agency statistics. Add to this total
a further 700 million tonnes of agricul-
tural waste, and it is clear that treating
and disposing of all this material - without
harming the environment - becomes a
major headache.

Most of what is thrown away is either
burnt in incinerators, or dumped into
landfill sites. But both these methods create
environmental damages.

By 2020, the OECD estimates we could
be generating 45% more waste than we
did in 1995. Obviously we must reverse
this trend if we are to avoid being
submerged in rubbish.

But the picture is not all gloomy. Waste
prevention and management is a top
EU environmental priority. Key to this is
decoupling waste generation from
economic activity, so that EU growth
will no longer lead to more and more
rubbish, and there are signs that this is
beginning to happen. In Germany and
the Netherlands, for example, municipal
waste generation fell during the 1990s.

The EU is aiming for a significant cut
in the amount of rubbish generated,
through new waste prevention initiatives,
better use of resources, and encouraging
a shift to more sustainable consumption
patterns.

The EU has already introduced a number
of measures to cut the amount of waste
going to final disposal. For example there
are targets for the amount of packaging
waste that must be recycled and rules
on the disposal of batteries, electronic
and electrical waste, vehicles and tyres.
For more information see

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/
index.htm

For more information on EU
environmental policy and actions, see:
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/
index_en.htm
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The EU Eco-Label is a scheme designed
to encourage businesses to market
products and services that are kinder
to the environment. The Eco-Label’s
distinctive flower logo also gives con-
sumers the means to make informed
and reliable environmental choices
when shopping.

The use of Eco-Labels is not a man-
datory requirement for market access
to the EU market. However the option
of having a product certified with the
Eco-Label, which is the only sign of
environmental quality valid throughout
the European Union, helps products
stand out to increasingly health and
environmentally conscious European
consumers.

For more see:
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/
ecolabel/index_en.htm

Discover by yourself or together with

your friends and classmates what the
environment is and what is happening to it.
Visit
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/youth/
index_en.html

ﬂHdCUId

vironment explained

EPAEDIA is the European Environment
Agency’s new environmental encyclopedia
which offers news and information to the
general public in a simple and fun way.

Epaedia is available at:
www.eea.europa.eu
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The EU Common Agricutural Policy sees

farmers act as environmental guardians.

ulg mwse AU
NSSUISNISATU - VIOAADL
vov nnwalsunanoadn
“n1sgudonis _ryl " gndly
nannalgn1vsonwitu
1800 “AYdIAUILLSNUDY
nnwglsuagnouriosv ua:
[Wudwivisnotudo
“MSUUUBYBIA”

aa ° A dl
A5M3 Ayaad mmwyjimamﬁamamaq
NgoIiuANNMANNABMITINWLIIR
1%1%“@?1 WIBINHWANE T IINREN  UAZIIN
4 Hsa oA A
Sost5dn uniisaasuluuef sifoaty
“SneEaN 9E19EY WlHLIUMINERNTTIN
(Common Agricultural Policy) Favhlw
inwaInIasuaInMIduLARNEaa IS
[~ % % a
sdutUntosinmossnmé

TwAaunaumen 2549 AosenTsanEmaglsy
& lxmssuseatlsemelnsigermmanloine
dediudems _a semsmanuanemedanm
Tilgmelud 2553

Usrmediananalsenaudedsmsvale aehs
WsnAa | usuwulfTAnns nawylsy
aufiell 2553 uguly Fefiadudeslns
dlaeamn LquﬁizuﬂWiﬂﬁﬂaqwu%Qﬂwsﬂuﬁ&ju
wnwglsiosuarlusyéiulan Lﬁﬂﬁmiq
dhwanesnaius “ya ud 2553 foluniniu
wanUIANIaIna1dL oAz
FUBTINUALUIIMIANNTUROTELRY INTu
ghae 909 nanmylstuazsune andn Bn
Fadlsrmadntiouarmaanm fedama
AuALITUASLTATUNE WU I
o¢lafiu sfisududashiedudens i
ansmanmmemMetan ity vy lauae
Lﬁaiﬁ‘].lﬁaqﬁ%ﬁ “WNTEATNUTENE G
iy Sunalnlisuushiieteligitsma

) v A ° Dn{d 1 IABY 1
219 %GLGJ ’lN’liﬂ%’lﬂ’ﬂNE‘ﬂNE}%JNWsLsﬁVLG]E]EJN

A A a X
Huae " NIMWaNNA

weg nWse  fu1 NIINITNITAINT
WedaNvas namglatinanh “matuesms
a a [~ dl
S BananaInnaemeginwiduizes
dyaduusnaes nnnglad  wawidu

Ao @ A o o A
whuaneAsndugs WWSUNH}H’H‘NW'

afosauRandnlén
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/
nature_biodiversity/index_en.htm

L unwnaAnINIWwE36n
wamglsdldsiiunaifagua a0l
amdsznaumsuasiestiunafinluaine
W uazildons ffiean 1seemly
A « 4
sugonaemia meflluiuaiaed athals
3 a o oAa o
fiona nafialsededsl waanandusms
" OFONTAWAN 9T



Disposing of waste: a major headache
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An EU-funded power plant in northeast Thailand turns sugarcane residue into electricity.

EU environmental
cooperation with

Thailand

The nature of cooperation
between the EU and Thailand
has changed greatly over the
years. Today the emphasis is on
the sharing of expertise in a
number of areas, one of which is
the environment.

Involving communities
Ensuring community participation to
minimize conflict as well as encourage a
sense of ownership of, and responsibility
to, natural resources is a priority.

In the south of Thailand the Coastal
Habitats and Resources Management
Project (CHARM) seeks to improve the
condition of coastal habitats by ensuring
the involvement of local communities
as well as the government and private
sector (see pages 12-13)

Meanwhile, in the Northeast of the
country, local people are being involved
in activities to reduce pressure on the
wildlife and habitats of Phu Khieo Wild
Life Sanctuary. This is done by improving
management capacity, reducing pressure
on protected area resources and raising
awareness of environmental values.

Protecting forests

Thailand is one of the first countries
included in the EU-funded Small Grants
Programme for Operations to Promote
Tropical Forests (SGP PTF). This regional

initiative provides grants to civil society
organizations to implement small, forest-
related projects that promote sustainable
management of community forests.
Thailand is also encouraged to submit
environment and tropical forest-related
proposals for funding under a programme
that supports activities and studies
addressing problems affecting forests as
well as negative environmental trends.

Energy

From a development perspective, the EU
seeks to promote the sustainable use of
natural resources and ecosystems as well
as lessen the impact of energy production
and its utilization.

Thailand participates in co-operation
programmes in this sector such as the
EC-ASEAN Energy Facility. This aims to
accelerate the implementation of proven
clean and efficient energy projects by
using renewable and clean fuels. Initiatives
are led primarily by the private sector,
although they are co-financed by the EU.
Numerous commercial demonstration
and public power plants stemming from
this cooperation can be found in Thailand
and other ASEAN countries.

Chemical management

Thailand is a partner of the United Nations
Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR)
in the implementation of the Globalised
Harmonized System (GHS) for classification
and labelling of chemicals. The EU supports

Thailand in this field through several
UNITAR initiatives. These include a regional
initiative to discuss and set up priorities
for GHS implementation and an initiative
to compile information relevant for the
sound management of chemicals under a
National Chemicals Management Profile.

Regional initiatives

EU regional programmes with a strong
environmental element include Asia Pro
Eco. This aims to foster the adoption of
policies, technologies, and practices that

" promote cleaner, more resource efficient

solutions to environmental problems in
Asia.

Other EU-funded programmes have
seen European, Thai and other Asian
partners work together in a large variety
of initiatives. These include waste
management activities; the development
of an Internet based Masters Degree on
environmental technology; incorporating
environmental concepts into transport
policy, pesticides and packaging.

EU Member States

Among the EU member States France,
Germany and the Netherlands fund
environmental activities in Thailand.
However Denmark is probably the most
active in the environmental field. A wide
range of Danish actions take place in the
fields of urban environmental manage-
ment and natural resources management.
Renewable energy also features as do
actions aimed at helping Thailand meet
greenhouse gas emission targets.

For more information

A report detailing all EU cooperation
activities involving Thailand in 2005
can be downloaded from
www.deltha.ec.europa.eu

CHARM
www.charm-th.com

The Small Grants Programme for
Operations to Promote Tropical
Forests in Southeast Asia
www.sgpptf.org

Asia ProEco
http://europa.eu.int/comm/
europeaid/projects/asia-pro-
eco/index_en.htm

Programme on Environment and
Forestry in Developing Countries
http://europa.eu.int/comm/
europeaid/projects/forests/
index_en.htm

EC-ASEAN Energy Facility
http://www.aseanenergy.org/
eaef/index.html
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Villagers of Baan Koak Krai prepare grilled prawns, a community specialty.

‘“Wealthy” Coastal
Communities

Journalist Srinid Sriaporn
recently visited the EU-funded
Coastal Habitats and
Resources Management
Project (CHARM). Following,
is an edited excerpt from his
article published in Kao Sod
newspaper on 7 May 2006.

Although coastal habitats and resources
monitoring and management is the duty
of government agencies, communities and
NGOs undeniably play an important role.

By recognising the importance of integ-
rated resource management, the Coastal
Habitats and Resources Management
Project (CHARM), an EU co-funded project
in Thailand, seeks to promote conservation
and sustainable use of coastal resources
by stimulating co-management among
communities, Tambon Administrative
Offices (TAOs) and other stakeholders.

Beginning in 2002, the project is imple-
mented by the Department of Fisheries,
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives
in two project areas, Phang Nga Bay in
the Andaman Sea and Ban Don Bay in
the Gulf of Thailand.

CHARM, working together with the
Raks Thai Foundation have published

a book of 100 occupations called the
“Handbook on Small Businesses for
Coastal Communities.” This publication
will increase the capacity of communities
to generate income, as revealed by a
number of demonstration communities.

In Tambon Bang Toey, Phang Nga province
CHARM has helped promote alternative
livelihoods and supports women'’s groups
atvillage level. At Baan Koh Kiam, Moo 5,
the project organises activities to increase
the income of women who want to
develop batik production skills.

In another project area of Moo 1 Baan
Koak Krai, Tambon Marui, Tubpud District,
local women have joined together to
Create extra jobs so as to earn more income
for their families.

The “Women’s Group for the Promotion
of Occupations in Baan Koak Krai” was
established in August 2005. An investment
fund was raised by members which led to
the formation of a grilled prawn business,
a traditional specialty of the community.
This has become a prominent product
of the province. The business gives
added value to local raw materials while
increasing employment and income
amongst group members.

Mrs. Puangpet Kahapana, chief of the
group, said that in the past, the group

Once these occupational
groups are successfully
set up and self reliant,

it will reflect the
communities’ readiness

to take care and
make sustainable use of

local resources.

faced problems of accommodating over
five tons of prawns. CHARM provided

! support by giving 20 ice boxes to enable

the group store more raw materials.
CHARM also provided proper scales and

| vacuum packaging.

Another area where CHARM has been
active is Klongprasong Community in Krabi
province. People in this community have
always earned their living from fishing,
fish farming and running tour boats.
The lack of good management and
monitoring has caused destruction and
deterioration to sea life, nature and
tourist attractions. These problems led to
the establishment of an occupational
group. Members deposit money with the
group and after six months can take out
interest free loans. Members who are
boat operators register their boats with
the group. This has given them greater
power when negotiating with owners of
piers where the boat operators pick up
tourists. Through the organisation of this
occupational group, boat passengers are
well protected while tourist attractions
and mangrove forests are also monitored.

The formation and administration of
occupational groups in some project
areas may not directly involve natural
resources management. Anyhow, it is a
starting point. Once these occupational
groups are successfully set up and self
reliant, it will reflect the communi-
ties’ readiness to take care and make
sustainable use of local resources.

For more information on CHARM
and the Handbook see or contact:
www.charm-th.com

Ms Phannee Sinsuphan
Tel: (66) 2 561 3132
e-mail: spunnee@yahoo.com
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An important element of EU
environmental action is to prevent
the generation of electrical and
electronic waste and to restrict
the use of hazardous substances
in electronic equipment.

Dr Nudjarin Ramangul, Researcher
(Semiconductor Materials) of the
National Metal and Materials
Technology Center (MTEC)

talks about how the Centre, with
EU support, is helping Thai
industry get ready to meet the
new EU rules.

What does MTEC do?

In short, it uses science and technology to
help the Thai manufacturing industries
keep up with global competition. We

also focus on assisting the electrical and "
electronics industry adapt to new market
y acap _

requirements and technological challen-
ges like the European Regulation on
Hazardous Substances (ROHS).

How big is the Thai industry
and how important a market
is the EU?

Thailand is a major supplier of low-end
electrical appliances such as air condi-
tioners and refrigerators. For high-end
electronic and electrical equipment (EEE)
such as integrated circuits or LCD screens
the assembly industry is important. Our
major markets are the EU, US and Japan.

ROHS will restrict the use

of certain hazardous
substances in electrical and
electronic equipment sold in
Europe after 1 July this
year. Is Thai industry ready?
Only three years ago the Thai industry
standard was to use three control zones
in lead-free soldering per production
line. To adapt to ROHS you basically
have to put in place 6 to 7 control zones.
At that time the industry was saying that
it was impossible and too costly. Today,
10 to 12 control zones per production
line have become the standard!

Do you expect a major
impact after 1 July?

We are well prepared and | do not expect
a significant impact after 1 July on our
exports of EEEs to the EU. Many manu-
facturers have been producing to the
requirements for a while already. Yet

Thai industry meets
electronic waste challenge

OC WhﬂSSUTﬂEJﬂUﬂWSDOFﬂSIﬂUII’ﬁaOﬂDDWﬂ

WaONU7SIaNNSsoUN

Dr Nudjarin Ramangul

I think ROHS also brings
good things to Thailand.
It makes Thai people
aware of hazardous
substances that could
harm the environment
and human health.

there are always those who think that
they can get away with it. For this reason
| am actually hoping that there would be
some negative effect so that producers
who meet the requirements could push
the authorities to take measure against
the rule breakers.

How is the European
Commission helping

the Thai industry meet

the new requirements?
MTEC has received two separate grants
under the EU-Thailand Economic Co-
operation Small Projects Facility Pro-
gramme to assess the impact of ROHS
on the Thai industry and to help the
industry comply with the requirements,
as well as improve their staff capacity.
We are grateful of this assistance. These
grants have been very important to
MTEC as a strategic tool and as recogni-
tion. With them we have been able to
substantially improve exposure among

the Thai industry about EU requirements
and - very importantly - receive industry
backing and push our own government
to speed its work in enacting similar
environmental legislation in Thailand.

Are the Thai authorities
drafting similar domestic
laws?

Yes, they are in the process of drafting
the law. However there has always been
a misunderstanding among the Thai
authorities that local manufacturers of
electrical and electronic products and
components saw environmental require-
ments from a negative - cost increasing -
perspective only. This is not the case.
The Thai industry is preparing in an
intelligent and systematic way to meet
these challenges and is now already
pushing further than the initial require-
ments stemming from ROHS.

Are other countries setting
similar requirements?

The EU strategy to control waste manage-
ment in the production phase and
focus first on electrical and electronic
equipment has been very effective
and in my view is the correct choice.
EEEs are manufactured, assembled and
traded globally so setting environmental
product criteria in such an important
market as the EU is bound to have a
global effect. Similar legislation has
been spurred in Japan, Korea, Taiwan,
the US and now China. In the end every-
one is going to benefit.

Find out more:

More information about the EU-Thailand
Economic Cooperation Small Projects
Facility is available at
www.deltha.ec.europa.eu/spf

To find out more about ROHS and
other EU environmental regulations
visit the Delegation’s Business
Information Centre on line at
www.deltha.ec.europa.eu/bic

National Metal and Materials
Technology Center (MTEC)
www.mtec.or.th
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Making Development
Aid More Effective

The EU: committed to deliver better,
more effective aid

The European Union is

the world’s biggest donor of
development aid. Andrew
Jacobs, Head of the Operations
section of the Delegation of

the European Commission to
Thailand looks at how the EU

is constantly striving to ensure
its aid programmes are money
well spent.

16  EUtoday

A Global challenge

— Never before have poverty eradication

| and sustainable development been so
important. Poverty eradication is pursued
in an increasingly globalised and inter-
dependent world. Combating global
poverty is not only a moral obligation:
it also helps to build a more stable,
peaceful, prosperous and equitable
world, reflecting the interdependency of
its richer and poorer countries.

The development community - both the
| donor countries and their recipient part-
y ners - recognise that the effectiveness
of aid has to be improved and that aid
volumes have to be increased to meet
the challenge of poverty eradication. They
recognise that, despite best intentions,
some aid is wasted. Some aid doesn’t
reach those for whom it is intended, and
donors sometimes duplicate each others
efforts, without truly respecting the need
for partner countries to be fully in charge
of their development.

The European Union:

more and better aid

The European Union is tackling head-on
the twin challenges of providing more aid
and delivering better, more effective, aid.
The European Union (the 25 EU Member
States and its executive arm the European
Commission) provides more than half of
all the world’s aid, €50 billion. In South
East Asia the EU is a leading co-operation
partner to the less developed countries
such as Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam.

In May 2005 the EU adopted a timetable
for Member States to achieve the target
of providing 0.7% of their Gross National
Income as development aid by 2015,
with an intermediate collective target
of 0.56% by 2010. These commitments
should see annual EU aid double to over
€66 billion in 2010.

But more aid is not enough. The quality
of development co-operation has to be
improved, and the EU is also committed
to providing better aid. The EU donors
recognise that their aid can be more
effective if they co-ordinate their work

better, if they seek to harmonise their
procedures, and if, as much as possible,
they speak with one voice to their part-
ner countries. We realise that there is
questionable value in several EU donors
implementing small stand-alone projects in
the same sector, duplicating each others’
work and obliging partner governments
to spend hours in meetings discussing
the same issues with different people.

We have recognised that we do not
serve the best interests of developing
countries by imposing our own pro-
cedures for procurement and financial
management when they are struggling
to strengthen their own. And we are
aware that our support is most valuable
and its impact most sustainable if it is
line with our partners’ own development
strategies.

The Paris Declaration on
Aid Effectiveness and the
“European Consensus”

The EU donors are fully committed to the
objectives of the Paris Declaration on Aid
Effectiveness, which was agreed by the
development community at a high level
meeting in Paris in March 2005.

Since the Paris Declaration was estab-
lished the EU has issued the “European
Consensus on Development” which sets
down the EU vision of development, defin-
ing the primary and overarching objective
of EU development co-operation as “the
eradication of poverty in the context of
sustainable development, including
pursuit of the Millennium Development

The Paris Declaration

establishes targets and indicators

for better aid. It commits donors

and recipients alike to

= ensuring alignment of aid to
partner country strategies

= ensuring full partner country
ownership of the development
process

= simplifying and harmonising
procedures

= managing for results
= enhancing mutual accountability



Goals”. The European Consensus, agreed
by all EU Member States, the European
Parliament, and the European Commission,
reiterates the EU’s commitment to the
Paris Declaration and to working with

and a closer working relationship between
the Vietnamese government and a co-
ordinated European Union. The EU has
also obtained increased visibility for its
actions in Vietnam.

Tacking universal issues to eradicate poverty, instability and conflicts

all development partners to improve the
quality and impact of its aid as well as to
improve donor practices, and to help
partner countries to use increased aid
flows more effectively.

Better EU co-ordination

on the ground

In the wake of the EU Consensus, in April
2006 the European Union Member States
agreed to a series of concrete measures
proposed by the European Commission
relating to the better co-ordination of the
development work of the EU donors. They
agreed, for example, to move towards
Joint Multi-annual Programming, which
will mean that the EU donors will estab-
lish together strategies for support to
their partner countries rather than setting
up their own individual ones.

In addition, the establishment of EU Road
Maps for Aid Effectiveness, to be agreed
locally among EU donors, will continue.
The first such Road Map was drawn up in
Vietnam, a pilot country for this exercise,
in 2002 and defined an action plan for
co-ordination of policy and harmonisation
of procedures. This has brought substantial
results, with many joint EU initiatives in
such sectors as health and education,

more aid is not enough.
The quality of
development
co-operation has to be
improved, and the EU is
also committed to
providing better aid.

An EU Road Map for Aid Effectiveness
in under preparation in Cambodia, and
it is hoped that a similar exercise will
be successful in Laos as well, in order
to improve the “three c's”: coherence,
co-ordination, and complementarity.

The EU Road Maps for Aid Effectiveness
are designed to be inclusive, and to be
implemented in close collaboration with
other donors and with partner govern-
ments, while committing EU donors to
such actions as the carrying out of joint
project preparation, joint policy analysis,
and effective division of labour based on
expertise and comparative advantage.
EU donors are particularly keen to work
closely with emerging donors such as
Thailand, who are major players in Asia,
providing considerable support to their
less-developed neighbours.

The European Commission:
performing much better as

a donor

Among the different European Union
donors, the European Commission has
often been singled out in the past for its
lacklustre performance. This was largely
due to the huge strain put on Commission
resources by a massively expanded
co-operation programme.

The Commission’s reform of external

| assistance has changed all this.

The EuropeAid Co-operation Office was
set up in 2001 as the single entity in the
Commission to manage aid. The results
are there for all to see: EU aid program-

. mes are more focussed, the average

project implementation time has gone
down, reflecting a more efficient project

" management style, payment levels have

risen every year and the qualitative
assessment of the impact and effective-
ness of projects has gone steadily up.

However, challenges for the European
Commission, as for other donors, remain.
EuropeAid and the EC Delegations in
the field need flexibility to adapt easily
and quickly to changing circumstances.
Another big challenge is how best to
move away from processes and pro-
cedures and to focus more on the impact
we and our partner countries seek. This is
probably the biggest challenge of all, and
one that we can best confront together
with the other EU donors and with the
development community as a whole.

Increasing the effectiveness is not an
easy task. Yet the European Commission,
the EU donors, and the development
community as a whole must be successful
if we are to fight poverty and to ensure
that the benefits of the growth of the
world’s economy are felt by all.

For more information

visit the EuropeAid website at:
http://ec.europa.eu/comm/
europeaid/index_en.htm
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(from left): Pekka Pentilla, Business Information Co-ordinator of the Delegation; Ronald
Dwinger, Directorate-General of Health and Consumer Protection of the European
Commission; Vinay Chand, independent consultant; Chavalvut Chainuvati, Executive Director,
National Bureau of Agricultural Commodity and Food Standards (ACFS); H.E. Dr. Friedrich
Hamburger, Ambassador - Head of the Delegation; Dr. Wolfgang von Wiese, Food Expert,
Institute for Quality, Hygiene Management and Food Law; Somchai Channarongkul, Deputy
Secretary-General, ACFS, and Patrick Deboyser, Ministry-Counsellor in Health and Food Safety

of the Delegation.

Doing business with the EU at
Thaifex 2006

The Delegation’s Business Information Centre
together with Thailand’s National Bureau of
Agricultural Commodity and Food Standards
organised the “Doing Business with the EU -
Improving Market Access for Safe Fruit and
Vegetables” workshop on 18 - 19 May in
conjunction with Thaifex - World of Food Asia
2006 at Impact Muang Thong Thani. The well-
attended event was funded by the EU-Thailand
Economic Co-operation Small Project Facility
(SPF) and was aimed at Thailand's exporters
and processors of food of non-animal origin
with business interests in the EU.
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Mrs Pamela Hamburger, wife of the Head
of Delegation, and staff at the Delegation’s
booth.

Red Cross Bazaar

The Delegation set up a booth selling pro-
motional items at the 39" Diplomatic Red
Cross Bazaar 2006 on 4 March at Siam
Paragon shopping centre. The fair is organised
annually by wives of the Diplomatic corps
residing in Thailand and was presided over
by HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn.
All proceeds were donated to the Thai Red
Cross Society.
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H.E. Dr. Friedrich Hamburger, Ambassador - Head of
the Delegation (centre, front row) with guest speakers,

Delegation staff and journalists.
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(from left) Dr. Jean-Pierre Puissochet, Judge of the European Court of Justice;
Prof. Dr. Juergen Schwarze, European and international public law professor -
Freiburg University, Prof. Dr. Spyridon Flogaitis, Director of the European Public

Journalists learn about EU

The Delegation invited some 30 journalists to participate in
an introduction to the EU at Chonburi's Horseshoe Point
Resort 23-24 May. The seminar provided background and
stimulated discussion on various EU-Thai relation issues.
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Law Centre, Athens; Dr. Charnchai Sawangsagdi, Judge of the Supreme
Adminstrative Court; Dr. Vishnu Varunyou, Vice-president of the Central
Administrative Court.

Administrative justice
seminar

The Delegation together with the Office
of the Administrative Court organised a
seminar entitled “Development of Admi-
nistrative Justice and Administrative
Law: Sharing the Experiences of Thailand
and EU Member States” 9 March.
A distinguished line up of European and
Thai speakers shared their experiences,
providing valuable insight into how
Administrative Court systems have
developed in Europe and Thailand, current
trends and best practices.
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H.E. Dr. Friedrich Hamburger and Ambassadors of the European Union member states with
H.E. Dr. Kantathi Suphamongkhon (fourth from left, front row), Foreign Minister; H.E.

Mr. Chaturon Chaisang (third from left, front row), Minister of Education and ACM Sidhi
Savetsila (second from right, front row), Privy Councillor.

Europe Day celebrated

Europe Day was celebrated in style on May 9
this year at the Oriental Hotel. The event
attracted a cross-section of diplomats, business
and political figures from the international
and Thai communities.
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Jonathan Krueger, UNITAR (third from left); Erik Habers of the Delegation (fourth from left); Mr
Jacques Lauer, Minister-Deputy Head of Mission, Embassy of Switzerland (centre, back row);
Dr Chanin Charoen pong, Senior Advisor in standard of health products, Food and Drug
Administration - FDA (third from right, back row); George Thomas, Department of Employment
and Workplace Relations, Australian Government (second from right, back row); Yuka Ujita,
OSH Specialist, ILO SRO-Bangkok (second from right, front row); Delphine Brissoneau of the
Delegation (third from right, front row) and FDA representatives.

Thai chemical management
discussed

The European Commission co-funded the Thai
National GHS workshop in May as part of
a regional initiative to strengthen national
and regional capacities for implementing
the Globally Harmonised System (GHS) of
classification and labelling of chemicals in
Asean. The workshop was organised by the
Royal Thai Government and the United Nations
Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR).
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(first row, from left): John Kryger,
Environmental Manager, International Centre,
Danish Technological Institute (DTI); Assoc.
Prof. Dr. Samakkee Boonyawat, Vice
President for Research, Kasetsart University;
Asst. Prof. Dr. Lerkiat Vongsarnpigoon,
Deputy Director, MTEC,NSTDA; Virat
Tandaechanurat, Director, Thailand Textile
Institute; Jean-Jacques Bouflet,
Minister-Counsellor of the Trade and
Economic Section of the Delegation.

Eco-labelling for textiles

The National Metal and Materials Technology
Centre together with Thailand Textile Insti-
tute, Kasetsart University and the Danish
Technological Institute organised a seminar
entitled “Overview of European Directives
Standards, Eco-labels and Technology
Requirements for Textile Products” 18 May.
The event was funded by the EU-Thailand
Economic Co-operation Small Project Facility
(SPF).
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Textile Products”

% 4wa1nlA39n15 EU-Thailand Economic
Co-operation Small Project Facility (SPF)

Nordic Chambers networking
evening

The Delegation in cooperation with the
Nordic Chambers of Commerce in Thailand
organised the Nordic Chambers Networking
evening at the Delegation’s Business Informa-
tion Centre 8 June. During the evening the
Delegation’s Carlos Bermejo Acosta and
Jean-Jacques Bouflet discussed the latest
EU Trade developments in Asean.

IASatNgnonN1ISAUDSAA
“winomaniginw Safunganamsdueiaaly
ﬂi”mﬂiﬂﬂﬁmm Nordic Chambers Networking
Evening wﬂ%mamﬁimfﬂa@ ANNUAATRUN T
Watui 8 mmawwmw Toudl enfa wotulls
A2 6 HaLRR-aNA Yma 90 Wnaae
NG vraenefeioulamensdm euas wamw-
yladonnden

21 e EUtoday




Europe needs

a new approach
to a changing Asia
Peter Mandelson,

EU Trade Commissioner

Every time | fly into Asia as

EU Trade Commissioner over
the skyscrapers of Bangkok or
Singapore | see the ‘globalization
dividend'. In the last third of the
20th century open economies
grew on average more than five
times faster than those that were
closed. That's the difference
between doubling the value of
your economy once every

16 years or once every century.
Nowhere is that more apparent
than Asia.

All across Asia, economies that are
engaging with the global market are
producing the kind of growth rates that
Old Europe can only dream about.
Nowhere else on earth have free trade
and open markets lifted so many out of
poverty and transformed societies so
fast. ASEAN exports to the EU are
growing in double figures every year.
For many Europeans, particularly those
who feel this competitive challenge
most sharply, Asia is globalization.

This is not to say that the countries of Asia
and ASEAN do not still face huge
development challenges, not least the
management of the industrialization
that comes with economic growth. Rapid
economic and social change brings the
costs of adjustment, and the pressure of

22 e EUtoday

change. ASEAN governments deserve
credit for holding their nerve against the
backdrop of the Asian financial crisis
and the dramatic rise of China. It seems
unarguable to me that a commitment to
economic openness is the right one.

Europe for its part has not adapted fast
enough to this change in Asia and the
challenge it offers. In many respects,
Europe still has a twentieth century
policy for a twenty-first century Asia.
One of my first commitments when
appointed in 2004 as EU Trade Com-
missioner was to change that.

Asia offers Europe two challenges: the
first is psychological. Asia’s dramatic rise
is a competitive challenge to Europe; and
it is too often greeted with anxiety. Asia’s
natural low cost advantages in labour-
intensive industries have exerted intense
pressure on their European competitors.
That pressure underlies a growing call
for protection from Asian imports.

| do not share the view of those who
regard Asian growth as a threat to Europe.
As the world’s biggest exporter and
investor, Europe needs to have more
confidence in its potential and its ability
to manage change and stay competitive.
| see the growing competitive challenge
of Asia and its huge new market as a
means of sustaining Europe’s strength,
not reversing it.

But Asia does need to understand that
anxiety if it is to help ensure that Europe’s
anxiety does not tempt its politicians to
protectionism. European businesses need
to feel that they have fair access to Asian
markets for their goods and services. They
need to know that their intellectual
property rights are being respected. These
are the challenges | have been taking up
with my Asian counterparts.

The second challenge is one of policy and
practice. In Asia there is often a sense that

Europe has spent the last decade looking
inwards; focused on its enlargement to
take in the countries of Eastern Europe.
This is in many respects true.

Even when Europe has thought seriously
about the changes in Asia it has often
focused too exclusively on China. China’s
dramatic growth dominates the Euro-
pean imagination. And it is certainly the
focus of most new European trade and
investment strategies in Asia. But the
Chinese experience is being repeated all
over Asia, and one of my key challenges
as European Trade Commissioner is to
encourage European businesses to see
more to Asia than just China.

This is why a new EU-ASEAN strategy is
now vitally important. The US has been
pursuing bilateral FTAs in the region.
The ASEAN countries themselves have
been strengthening their internal trading
network. ASEAN has signaled to the EU
that it is ready to take our commercial
relations to a new level. Europe must be
ready to engage.

That is why in 2005 the EU and ASEAN
established a Vision Group to explore
ways to strengthen our trading relation-
ship - up to and including the possibility
of a Free Trade Area between the two
regions. The EU came to this process with
priorities rather than preconceptions.
The goal is to deepen and strengthen
the trading relationship between the
regions in the most constructive and
balanced way possible.

The initial work of the EU-ASEAN Vision
group is now complete. It provides a good
initial case for a future FTA and the
group’s work has suggested many avenues
for closer cooperation. At the recent
ASEAN Economic Ministers Retreat in the
Philippines we began the work of mapping
out that changing relationship. Asia and
ASEAN have launched into the twenty-first
century. Itis time for the EU-ASEAN trading
relationship to do the same.

For more information

Report of the Asean-EU Vision Group:
Transregional Partnership for Shared
and Sustainable Prosperity
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/
docs/2006/may/tradoc_128860.pdf

EU-ASEAN trade relations
http://ec.europa.eu/comm/trade/
index_en.htm
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Europe’s new
internet domain now
open for everybody
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“htt-tphel new Europa
portal address

The Delegation of
the European Commission

The European Commission’s Delegations are
diplomatic missions and represent European
interests in many areas. They do not dupli-
cate the activities of the embassies of the
European Union Member States; instead they
take the lead in areas that are dealt with at
the European, rather than the national level.

Should you require
more information please see:

Anyone with a residence in
the European Union may
now apply to register a name
under the .eu Top Level
Domain.

“Today, Europe’s competitive knowledge
society becomes very visible to the world
on the internet. Europe and its citizens can
now project their own web identity, pro-
tected by the EU rules,” said Information
Society and Media Commissioner Viviane
Reding.

Meanwhile, the EU institutions’ entire web
site (which is Europe’s largest), and their
officials’ e-mail addresses have been
switched over to .eu

New Delegation e-mail address:
delegation-thailand
@ec.europa.eu

All staff emails:
firstname.lasthame@ec.europa.eu

Old and new addresses will continue
to work side by side for at least one
year, after which only .eu names will
be used.
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The Delegation of the European
Commission to Thailand

19th Floor, Kian Gwan House 2

140/1 Wireless Road, Bangkok 10330
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Tel 02305 2600/2700
Fax 022559113
E-mail: delegation-thailand@ec.europa.eu
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