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Slovenian EU Presidency begins:
France to handle in Thailand

Slovenia will hold the EU Presidency
from 1 January until 30 June. As there
is no Slovenian embassy in Thailand,
France will take the EU Presidency
for the whole of 2008 (acting for
Slovenia for the first half of the year
then taking its scheduled presidency for
the second half.)
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Cyprus and Malta adopt the euro

Cyprus and Malta became the 14 and
15%" EU members to use Europe’s single
currency on 1 January when euro notes
and coins went into circulation. Exchange
rates for Cyprus and Malta were fixed
at 1€ /0.585274 CYP and 1€ /0.429300
MLT respectively. After a one month
period of dual circulation the euro
will become the sole legal tender from
1 February.
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Enlargement talks continue

The EU looks set to sign an initial deal
with all the Western Balkan countries by
the end of 2008 which would pave the
way for them to eventually join the bloc,
according to EU annual enlargement
report. The countries involved are Albania,
Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia, the former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Mon-
tenegro and Serbia. Meanwhile, Turkey
has sustained its progress and remains
on track for EU membership. This year’s
report, published on 6 November, reflects
the widespread conviction that the bloc
must maintain and deepen its own
development while pursuing its enlarge-
ment agenda. “Enlargement is the essence
of the EU’s soft power to gradually
extend peace, democracy and prosperity
in Europe” said Enlargement Com-
missioner Olli Rehn.
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European travel gets easier with

enlargement of Schengen area
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Travellers will now find it far
easier when visiting Europe
with the entry of nine more
European nations into the
Schengen area.

As of 21 December 2007, Estonia, the
Czech Republic, Lithuania, Hungary,
Latvia, Malta, Poland, Slovakia and
Slovenia became Schengen members.
This sees the lifting of internal land and
sea borders between these countries
and the current 15 Schengen members.
As a result, visitors to countries in the
Schengen area will now be able to travel
on the basis of one visa and will not
need separate national visas. The other
15 Schengen members are: Austria,
Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France,

Germany, Greece, Iceland, Italy, Luxem-
bourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal,
Spain and Sweden. Schengen is the
town in the Luxembourg, where in 1985
France, Germany, Belgium, Luxembourg
and the Netherlands first agreed to the
gradual abolition of checks at the
common borders. Those requiring more
information on visa issues should contact
the embassy or consulate of the country
they will first visit. Contact details for
European Union embassies can be found
at www.deltha.ec.europa.eu
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President of the European Commission José Manuel Barroso attends the border opening
ceremony in the German-Polish-Czech border town of Zittau, Saxony, eastern Germany.
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The Lisbon Treaty
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European Union leaders have
agreed the text of a new treaty
that will bring about a more
efficient, more democratic and
more transparent EU. Taking its
name from the city where it
was finalised, the Lisbon Treaty
was signed on 13 December.
But what is the Lisbon Treaty,
why does Europe need it and
what difference will it make?

What is the Lishon Treaty?

The European Union is based upon a
number of legally-binding treaties that
have been adapted over the years as the
size and roles of the EU have grown.
Treaties are basically agreements bet-
ween the EU member states as to how
the EU operates. The Lisbon Treaty will
amend existing EU treaties and is
designed to make the EU work better,
now that it has expanded to 27 members.

Why does the EU need a
new treaty?

Many of the rules and institutions of the
EU were designed when the Union only
had six members. However, today’s EU is
a family of 27 nations making it hard to

EU leaders celebrate in Lisbon.

reach agreement when unanimous
approval is required. At the same time
the EU is increasingly working on
issues that affect us all, such as climate
change, energy security and international
terrorism. As the EU has grown and its
responsibilities have changed, it makes
sense that the way in which it works
should be overhauled. Much needed
improvements delivered by the Treaty
will include giving the EU the means to
tackle today’s challenges in today’s world.

What will it do?

The Lisbon Treaty makes decision-making
more efficient, increases democratic
control and enhances the external
coherence of the Union. It allows the
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Union to take new initiatives on climate
change and energy policy. The Charter
of Fundamental Rights will be legally
binding, and for the first time, the public
will have the right to request that the
Union proposes legislation on a specific
area. The role of national parliaments
and the European Parliament will be
strengthened. Other changes will enable
the Union to speak on external affairs
with one clear voice.

How will the new Treaty
affect the EU’s international
presence?

Currently, the EU is represented in foreign
affairs by a number of institutions and
actors. The European Commissioner for
External Relations is responsibility for
certain areas and issues as is the Euro-
pean Council's High Representative.
There is also the 'Presidency’ where EU
countries take the lead in EU affairs by
becoming President of the European
Council for six months at a time.

The Lisbon Treaty will simplify this com-
plex setup. There will be an elected head
of the European Council — basically an
EU President — for a period of 2.5 years.
The EU’s external voices from the
Commission and the Council will also
be combined into a beefed up High
Representative role giving the EU a
single voice in world affairs. Meanwhile
the European Commission Delegations
around the world will become European
Union Delegations.

Does that mean EU
Delegations will replace
the embassies of France,
Germany etc?

No. It is important to understand the
difference between what is done at the
common ‘EU’ level and what remains
the responsibility of the individual EU
member countries. There will only be a
common EU approach — be it through
the work of EU Delegations or regarding
a common position on any country —
where the EU member countries have
agreed to do so. In certain areas such
as trade policy or the environment the
EU member states have long agreed to
pool sovereignty, speaking and acting
with one voice through the EU institu-
tions. Other areas, such as foreign policy,

remain mainly the responsibility of the
individual member states. However
where they agree on a common position
this will be articulated by the new High
Representative.

The EU Delegations will only represent
the EU in areas where EU members have
agreed to integrate their efforts. Embass-
ies will continue to represent member
countries in all other areas such as
consular issues (e.g. visas), trade pro-
motion, development assistance and to
a large degree political affairs.

When will it come into
force?

The treaty was signed by European
leaders in December 2007. The signature
of the Treaty will be followed by the
ratification process in all 27 countries.
It is hoped that the new Treaty will come
into force before the next European
Parliament elections in June 2009.

For more information

A new website gives full information
on the Lisbon Treaty. Here you will
find simple explanations of changes
the Treaty will bring; answers to a
wide range of questions; news and
discussion forums.

See: http://europa.eu/
lisbon_treaty/index_en.htm

Background

Efforts to draft an ambitious con-
stitution for the EU began in
February 2002 and took two-and-
a-half years. However that text
became obsolete when it was
rejected by French and Dutch
voters in 2005.

Work began on a replacement
treaty during the German EU
presidency, in the first half of
2007, with agreement on the
main points of the new treaty
reached in June. After months of
intensive work, agreement was
reached on the treaty’s final text
at a summit in Lisbon in October
2007.

Main features of the Lisbon
Treaty

e A president of the European
council who would serve
a two-and-a half-year term.
This would replace the current
system of a rolling six-month
presidency.

e An EU higher representative
for foreign and security policy.
This would combine the posts
of foreign affairs supremo
Javier Solana, and the external
affairs commissioner Benita
Ferrero-Waldner.

e Reducing the size of the
European Commission, with
fewer commissioners than
member states, from 2014.

e A redistribution of voting
weights between the member
states, phased in between 2014
and 2017.

e New powers for the European
Commission, European
Parliament and European Court
of Justice, in areas such as
justice and home affairs.

e The removal of the national
veto in a number of areas.
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José Manuel Barroso, President of the European Commission,
speaks at the signing of the Lisbon Treaty.
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The Lisbon Treaty: strengthening the role of
national parliaments.
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Celebrating 30 years
of EU-ASEAN relations

2007 marked the 30"
anniversary of formal relations
between the European Union
(EU) and the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN). A first-ever
Commemorative EU-ASEAN
Summit, held 22 November in
Singapore between the leaders
of ASEAN and the EU
celebrated this landmark
anniversary and sought to

develop the partnership further.

30 years of cooperation
and collaboration

It is hardly surprising that the EU and
ASEAN have developed such a warm
and deep relationship over the last thirty
years. The EU shares many common
features and interests with South East
Asia. Both are seeking to deepen regional
cooperation and integration between
highly diverse member states. Countries
from both regions cherish the respect for
their cultural, religious and linguistic
identity. Both regions are committed to a
multipolar world based on strong
multilateral international institutions.
Like the EU, ASEAN has economic weight,
and is playing an increasingly important
role on the international stage. Our two
regional organisations share the goal of
ensuring peace and stability.

Working together

Political dialogue between the EU and
ASEAN firstly takes place at regular
Ministerial Meetings. The foreign minis-

ters of both the EU and ASEAN have met
every second year since 1978. In order to
maintain momentum, Senior Officials of
both sides meet in the years between
ministerial meetings.

1 The EU also participates in the Post

Ministerial Conference held after ASEAN
summits as well as the Asian Regional
Forum, which tackles security issues.

Cooperation activities are monitored and
planned by a Joint Cooperation Committee
(JCC), which meets approximately every 18
months. This is made up of senior officials
of the ASEAN and EU Member States as
well as the European Commission.

Trade relations

The EU is currently ASEAN's 2nd largest
trading partner, ahead of China and
Japan, and accounts for 11.7% of
ASEAN trade. ASEAN as a bloc is the
EU's 5™ largest overall trading partner,
ahead of Japan, Norway and Turkey.
Despite the current level of trade, the
enormous potential from enhancing the
economic partnership led the EU and
ASEAN in May 2007 to launch negotiations
on a Free Trade Agreement.

EU-ASEAN cooperation

EU-ASEAN cooperation covers a broad
spectrum of activities. All of them possess
similar characteristics, being practical
initiatives that lead to tangible benefits
for those industries, institutions, companies
or even individuals which choose to
participate. The nature of EU-ASEAN
cooperation activities also reflects the
nature of the EU-ASEAN relationship
itself; that of a partnership of equals.

Cooperation programmes with ASEAN
include standards, civil aviation, energy,
customs, intellectual property rights, higher
education, bio-diversity and others. But
since 2003, when ASEAN expressed its
vision for achieving the ASEAN
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Community, the EU has begun to
concentrate its cooperation on helping
ASEAN achieve its bold objectives.
Today, the EU dedicates the bulk of the
regional technical cooperation program-
mes in South East Asia to assisting the
association in its efforts for regional, and
particularly economic, integration.

Peace and security

With the signature of the peace agree-
ment on Aceh in August 2005, the EU and
ASEAN launched the unprecedented EU-
ASEAN Aceh Monitoring Mission. The
mission was tasked to monitor the full
implementation of the peace agreement,
including its disarmament and human
rights provisions. Engagement in Aceh
proved the EU’s determination and capacity
to contribute actively to ensuring security
and stability in the region, by working
closely together with partners in ASEAN.
The experience of this joint operation
helped to cement a relationship of trust
between the EU and ASEAN.

A bright future

The stepping-up of EU-ASEAN relations in
recent years culminated in the EU-ASEAN
ministerial meeting in Nuremberg in March
2007 and the EU-ASEAN Commemorative
Summit in Singapore.

In Nuremberg, foreign ministers from
both blocs agreed a statement that
recognised the enormous potential from
enhancing and deepening their rela-
tionship and set a vision for the future.
The Nuremberg Declaration commits the
two parties to enhancing their partner-
ship in a multitude of sectors, including
political and security cooperation, trade

Jose Manuel Barroso,
President of the European Commission

The EU supports ASEAN’s efforts towards greater
regional integration because Europe has learned
from its own history that greater integration is
the best guarantee of stability and prosperity. | firmly
believe that a strong and united ASEAN will lead to a safe
and balanced future in the wider region of East Asia. When |
met ASEAN leaders | gave them the message that Europe
will actively support their efforts to build an ASEAN

Community.

EU leaders at the Commemorative Summit

and investment, energy security and
climate change. An operational plan of
action spells out detailed measures on
the way to implement the provisions of
this declaration.

A first-ever meeting of EU and ASEAN
leaders took place in Singapore in
November. The summit discussed the
achievements and prospects of the EU-
ASEAN partnership, as well as regional
and global issues such as the process
of ASEAN integration, energy, climate
change and the situation in Burma/
Myanmar. A Joint Declaration covering
these and other issues was issued
following the event. A Plan of Action
detailing cooperation activities in the
mid-term was also endorsed by the
summit.

For more information on

EU-ASEAN relations and to download
statements, trade statistics and other
documents see:

http://ec.europa.eu/
external_relations/asean/intro/
index.htm
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Rates of obesity, particularly
among children, have risen
across the EU. Being over-
weight can lead to a variety of
health problems such as
diabetes. Every year another
400,000 children in the EU
become overweight or obese.
This is a growing problem not
only in the Western world but
across Asia too.

In 2007 the EU designated 8 November
as the European Day of Healthy Eating.
A number of events took place and an
‘'EU Minichefs’ website was launched to
help young people learn how to eat in
a healthy way.

However, the issue of health has been
high on the EU agenda for a number of
years. The EU Platform for Action on
Diet, Physical Activity and Health was
created in 2005 by the European Com-
mission’s Directorate General for Health
and Consumer Affairs (DG SANCO). The
Platform comprises organisations such
as the European Vending Association
and International Diabetes Foundation.
Platform members are committed to
take action and to devote more resources
to fight obesity through healthy diets
and physical activity, to pool Europe’s
knowledge on what works - and what
does not - and to disseminate best
practice across the European Union.

The creation of the Platform is part of an
overall strategy on nutrition and physical
activity being developed by the European
Commission and followed discussions
between the institution and various
stakeholders about how to address the
obesity epidemic in Europe.

The EU has an important role to play in
all this via its food safety, public health,
education, internal market and agricul-
tural policies.

Organising a Platform at EU-level enables
the European Commission to pool the
best expertise and the best knowledge
Europe has to offer and catalyse Europe-
wide action across a range of sectors.
The EU Platform should also act as a
forum where good practice from one
country can rapidly be disseminated
and replicated across the continent. The
five fields for action identified so far by
the Platform members are:

e Consumer information, including
labelling

e Education

e Physical activity promotion

e Marketing and advertising

e Composition of foods, availability of
healthy food options, portion sizes

Since 2005 Platform members have
worked on more than 200 commitments
covering a wide range of activities,
including actions in key fields such as
advertising targeting children, labelling
and product reformulation - i.e. the
process during which the recipe for a
product high in unhealthy substances
(e.g. sugar, salt) is altered in order to

EU takes action
to tackle obesity

nasmsiumssutonu
Jrumlsnooulu kmwellsu

make the product healthier. The Plat-
form has released its 2007 annual
report giving an overview of all of the
Platform’s on going actions and its sec-
ond monitoring progress report.

The Platform is an experiment in work-
ing with business and civil society to
produce results in a more rapid and
flexible way. To compliment this effort
the Commission also has the traditional
tools of public policy, such as regulation,
at its disposal.

For more information see:

EU Mini chefs
http://eu.mini-chefs.eu

EU Platform for Action on Diet,
Physical Activity and Health
http://europa.eu.int/comm/
health/ph_determinants/
life_style/nutrition/platform/
platform_en.htm

European Food Safety Authority
http://www.efsa.europa.eu

European Commission’s Directorate
General for Health and Consumer
Affairs (DG SANCO)
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/
health_consumer/index_en.htm

EU food-related regulations
www.deltha.ec.europa.eu/bic
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EU Film Festival 2007 joins

World Film Festival

The European Union Film Festival 2007
(EUFF 2007) took place as part of the World
Film Festival of Bangkok 2007 from 25
October - 4 November at the Esplanade
Cineplex. This year's EUFF featured 21 films
from 21 EU Member States. After showing
in Bangkok audiences in Chiang Mai had
the chance to enjoy the movies.

EC Delegation’s Jean-Francois Cautain and Suvit
Yodmanee, Tourism and Sport Minister, (fourth
and fifth from left) at the Bangkok opening.

InAMamweuas  Kmwglsu 2007
insoufuvuinAmamwsauasian
INEMAMWEURS meajiﬂ (EUFF 2007) ¢t
Satwiu unilmasnumamaninauns
Tanngamme 2007 (World Film Festival of
Bangkok) W euft 25 AAAN - 4 WOFRAMEY
2550 filsammeuaiio watne FhwEnd
Toeom EUFF 2007 eSeifimmenad 21 @as
AN 21 Ysewne anIndysaneny n&eani
ngamnd 91w EUFF 2007 Seléluiflomed
foiaigesinaidne

From left: Aldo Biondi; Dr Friedrich
Hamburger, Laura Auger Perez, David
Ringrose, David Lipman, Ms Lana,
Jean-Francois Cautain and Micha Ramakers.

Regional press & information

officers meet

The Press and Information Officers Seminar
for Delegations in South, South East Asia
and China took place 14-16 November in
Bangkok.
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YWCA Annual International
Bazaar 2007

Ambassador Dr Friedrich Hamburger,
Head of the Delegation, and his wife,
Pamela, (fourth and third from right)
were joined by Delegation staff at the
European Union booth of the Bangkok
YWCA Annual International Bazaar 2007,
24 November. During this charity fair,
visitors purchased a wide variety of pro-
ducts from more than 40 countries.

vusans WA 1o dug B 19
Us:91U 2550

NdATNEYa @3, WIAesn dwuasnines
T AR N3En (7
wag W) Sanfudmiifian e
amzdunud Jays namglatluanwesn
F1mw1& YWCA Annual International
Bazaar 2007 Wioufl 24 wqﬂ%mmﬁmum
Touddhesnu ansadende uimanuans
NN 40 tssmefidhian

| i Free Trade Agreement” ‘

Tunsday 777 November 2007
| Ealiroom It & 1, The Conrad Bangkok Hotal

R e v o o em———
From left: Mr Phillipe Meyer, Negotiator of
the European Commission for the FTA; Mr
Jean-Jacque Bouflet, Minister Counsellor -
Head of Trade and Economic Section, EC
Delegation; HE Dr Friedrich Hamburger,
Ambassador - Head of Delegation; Mr Chana
Kunaratanadilok, Deputy Director-General
of Department of Trade Negotiations and
Mr Pramon Sutivong, Chairman of the Board
of Trade of Thailand.

Stakeholders discuss ASEAN-EU

free trade deal

The negotiation of an ASEAN-EU FTA,
its impacts on the ASEAN economy and
the importance of communication among
stakeholders were discussed by some 200
government, business, academic and civil

From sixth left, front row: HE Mr Anténio de
Faria e Maya, Portuguese Ambassador, HE
Dr Friedrich Hamburger, Ambassador - Head
of Delegation and HE Mr Andras Balogh,
Hungarian Ambassador, were joined by
Erasmus Mundus students of 2007.

Erasmus Mundus fellows evening
Some 39 Thai students awarded Erasmus
Mundus scholarships in 2007 joined a
get-together evening in August at the
Delegation’s Business Information Centre
where they had a chance to meet other
awardees and gain first-hand advice
on studying and living in Europe from
representatives of the EU Member States
embassies and former Erasmus Mundus
students.
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society representatives at a seminar entitled
“The trans-regional partnership for shared
and sustainable prosperity: Roles of trade
intermediaries in the ASEAN-EU Free Trade
Agreement” organised 27 November by
the Delegation, the Department of Trade
Negotiations, Ministry of Commerce, and
the Board of Trade of Thailand.
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ASEAN-EU Free Trade Agreement’ Aasla
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EU food contact materials

legislation explained

EU requirements concerning materials
coming into contact with food were dis-
cussed at the “Workshop on Food Contact
Material Legislation in the EU” organised
30 October by the European Commission
Health and Consumer Protection Direc-
torate-General (SANCO). Taking part were
some 40 participants including national
authorities and private sector representa-
tives from China, Indonesia, Japan, Malay-
sia, Philippines, Singapore, South Korea,
Taiwan, Thailand and Vietnam.

“Uuunidovs:lioud q UW omsyovde
Whgnuiu amnuazmsquasasfuilag

maaﬂmzﬁﬁw%miﬂiﬂ (SANCO) l¢¥nanu
e “Workshop on Food Contact Material

Health experts meet

Representatives from eight countries and
more than 70 companies as well as public
health experts discussed co-operation
opportunities for prevention and care
of lifestyle related, non-communicable
diseases in Bangkok on 10-11 September.
The initiative was aimed at creating
awareness in Southeast Asia for existing
EU knowledge, technologies and services.
The conference was co-financed by the
EU-funded Asia Invest Programme.
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From left: Patrick Deboyser, European
Commission’s regional representative on
health and food safety, and Montri
Klisaneephaiboon, Director of the Office of
Commodity and System Standards Accredita-
tion, National Bureau of Agricultural
Commodity and Food Standard (ACFS)
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Talking EU-ASEAN

The Delegation in collaboration with the
Isra Institute held a seminar for Thai
journalists 2 November to provide back-
ground and stimulate discussion on various
EU-ASEAN issues in preparation for the
EU-ASEAN Commemorative Summit which
took place in Singapore 22 November.
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EU-Asia medical matchmaking

The Matchmaking Medical Devices EU-Asia
event was organised as part of an EU-
funded Asia Invest project 13-14 September
to serve as a platform for medical and

" SENINAP ON;
IITH THE FUEL

Graffe, EC Delegation; Mr Didier Carton, DG
SANCO; Mr Eric Poudelet, Head of Unit -
Hygiene and Control Measures, DG SANCO;
Ms Doojduan Sasanavin, Director of Division
of Agricultural Commodity and Food
Standards Policy; Ms Metanee Sukontarak,
Deputy Secretary-General, ACFS; Ms Noraini
Mohd Othman, Deputy Director (CODEX),
Food Safety and Quality Division, Ministry of
Health, Malaysia; Dr Adisorn Promthep,
Minister Counsellor, Thai Office of Agricultural
Affairs in Brussels; Mr Patrick Deboyser and
Mr Dusit Meksingvee, EC Delegation

EU food traceability discussed

The benefit of being able to rapidly trace
the origin of food products and the EU’s
experiences and regulations in this area
were discussed at a seminar entitled “Doing
Business with the EU: EU traceability
requirements” held 17 September. The
seminar was organised by the Delegation’s
Business Information Centre, Office of Agri-
cultural Affairs of the Royal Thai Embassy
in Brussels and the National Bureau of Agri-
cultural Commodity and Food Standards.
“UuuiSovdomKruamsasod ou
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healthcare professionals from EU, Thailand
and China to establish partnerships.
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The European Union & Thailand =

New European Union (EU)
requirements aimed at
increasing supply chain
security for shipments
entering or leaving the EU
have entered into force.

From 1 January 2008, traders respecting

certain criteria will be able to apply for .
Authorised Economic Operator (AEO) -

status. This will allow them to benefit
from trade facilitation measures when

importing goods into the EU or export- -

ing goods from it. In addition, from 1
July 2009, the electronic exchange of
advance information between traders
and customs authorities on all goods
entering or leaving EU will be introduced.

Speaking at a seminar held recently to
explain the new changes Mr. Pierre
Faucherand, Minister Counsellor (Customs)
of the Delegation of the European
Commission to Thailand said, “The fight
against terrorism and the protection of
citizens are a challenge for countries
around the world. Securing the interna-
tional supply chain to prevent possible
terrorist activities or the illicit trafficking
that often provides funding for such
activities is a priority. Balanced measures
must be put in place for better monitor-
ing of international trade flows while at
the same time ensuring that trade is not
hampered”.

“The EU AEO programme will strike a
balance between increased security
requirements and the facilitation of
trade for compliant traders. Those traders
who meet specific criteria can benefit
from simplified customs clearance proce-
dures and deferred payments of customs
duties,” he said.

“The EU is willing to develop customs
cooperation with its partners in order to
ultimately ensure mutual recognition of
AEOs and of controls whenever possible.
This would be to our mutual benefit as
it would allow matching security object-
ives and trade facilitation measures,”
Mr Faucherand added.

The EU regulation is consistent with
commitments taken in June 2005 within
the World Customs Organisation (WCO)
in the context of the WCO-SAFE frame-

European Union
moves to hoost supply
chain security

work which around 150 countries around
the world including Thailand have
committed themselves to implement.

Obtaining AEO status will not be manda-
tory for traders; however AEQO status will
be taken into account by the risk analysis
processes used by customs to evaluate
shipments.

Criteria to obtain AEO status include
appropriate records of compliance with
customs requirements, satisfactory
systems for managing transport, proven
financial solvency, and meeting appropri-
ate security and safety standards.

Mr Faucherand stressed that the new
regulations were in no way protectionist.
“AEO will neither be a barrier to trade
nor difficult to obtain. The regulations
will apply equally to companies in the
EU wishing to export.”

The European Union is Thailand’s third
largest trade partner after ASEAN and
USA. In 2006, the EU imported some
14 billion euros worth of products from
Thailand, while exports totaled some 7
billion euros.

Two e-learning modules on the
'Authorised Economic Operator
(AEO)" have been developed by the
European Commission’s Directorate
General for Taxation and the
Customs Union. One is designed

for the Customs administrations of
the Member States and the other
for European traders. The training
module for traders will help
companies to learn the relevant
facts about the new AEO legislation,
related benefits and how to become
an AEO.
http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_
customs/customs/cooperation
_programmes/key_policies/
elearning/article_4540_en.htm

For more information on the EU
Supply Chain Security, see:
http://ec.europa.eu/taxation
_customs/customs/policy_issues/
customs_security/index_en.htm

or contact the EC Delegation’s
Business Information Centre
Tel: 02305 2600/2700 ext. 2634

E-mail: delegation-thailand-
bic@ec.europa.eu

Website:
www.deltha.ec.europa.eu/bic
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New European Union
programme offers

funding

trade, technology,
higher education and
environment fields

A new European Union (EU)
programme will provide funding
for projects in areas of
importance to the EU and
Thailand.

Thailand-EC

COOPERATION FACILITY

The €2.6 million Thailand-EC Cooperation
Facility seeks to improve understanding
and awareness between European and
Thai organisations in the trade and
investment; science and technology, high-
er education and environmental fields.

The programme will be implemented
through a Call for Proposals mechanism.
The aim is to implement projects which
are relatively small in financial terms
and of limited duration but have high
impact, are innovative and of importance
to Thailand.

The new facility will build upon the
success of the recently completed EU-
Thailand Economic Cooperation Small
Projects Facility (SPF) which from 2005
to 2007 funded some 40 trade and
economic related activities in Thailand.

“The Thailand-EC Cooperation Facility
presents considerable opportunities
for eligible organizations to carry out
activities that reinforce Thailand’s role
as a key partner of the European Union.
Its evolution to encompass new areas
of action in addition to trade and in-
vestment is a reflection of the growing
maturity of our relationship,” said
Ambassador Dr Friedrich Hamburger,
Head of the Delegation of the European
Commission to Thailand, speaking at a
launch event held recently.

Examples of activities that may be financ-
ed by the Thailand-EC Cooperation Facility
include: training, educational and capacity
building activities; studies; media events
and media products; business-related

research activities (provided they are
non-profit making); conferences, semi-
nars and workshops; and other activities
that promote the image of the EU and
Thailand as models or examples of best
or unique practice.

Thailand-based non-profit making orga-
nisations, legally registered in Thailand
may apply. Eligible applicants include:
non-governmental organisations, local
authorities, business associations,
universities or other institutions such as
think-tanks.

A total of €2.6 million is available for this
Call for Proposals. The minimum grant
size is €30,000 and the maximum
€200,000. The grant may not exceed
75% of the total budget of the proposed
activities with the applicant co-financing
the remainder.

The maximum duration for a single
project is 18 months. The next deadline
for applications is 6 May.

Further information about the
Thailand-EC Cooperation Facility,
including detailed guidelines for
applicants and application forms,
is available at
www.deltha.ec.europa.eu

or contact the Delegation of the
European Commission at
delegation-thailand-FCS
@ec.europa.eu

or Tel 02 305 2600 / 2700

18

EUtoday No.31 s January 2008



Iasvmisiklivov rKnmwelsu
TRIBU tu uu

aumsm InAlulag
MSOAUANLN lla:~ DIDO&OU

Insbmisikuvon rmwellsu (Be)
oIRIBU UU uulASLMSENDE) Al
AW Arydondgiia:usinAlng

Tasamaifia S yueanadaniiassning
Usemetlneuay »nmeglsy v3a Thailand-
EC Cooperation Facility fnaura
26 dugls aguse sfietramam
anadlanar Seansasminsening
whepnulnauazylsdludmmsdnisamu
Anenen asuszmaluladl msgendnm way
“anafan

Tassmassnanazafiunur-uisUseme
Sunliiudar walasemsndea Call for
Proposals leafihumsneiadavilasens
da A v de o
wmumvlzuyammmﬂmsmnmmm@

1@ t!l 1% = % I3
memﬂmamiﬂwawa e 39 576
wasiiony éyslatsvmelne

-SRI a o @
lassmslmiflazginihdisosannna 15a
gaslassmsanasinilomaesugiasyning

wanglsduarisunelneiiie o yu

lassmarwnganviialasesms EU-Thailand
Economic Cooperation Small Project
Facility - SPF) #wha u oliuasldlsicu
Ty uulasemsdueseghauasmsdmin
Usemelneluudind 40 Tassmslusenie
Thw.¢1. 2548-2550

lunwdadlasamandaduiiase 4

EN

ndnIna 03, Winesn duuasnines
(% 3 v a °
Fmihanedunuanenssanimsylsuilssd
Uszinelng nand Tessmaia s yu
ennIndesznisszmalneuay nam-
dan £ .
glatl (Dalam Tesdnafl“noidhsalénn
doaw
lassmsiie 33 Srumnnaasszmelnglu
Ag v o1 Ade o
Fueidun mh eye9 wang sy
A -4 v A
msfilassmsinsiiasauagududug won
A v 4 Y @ 2K
wilalanmsfinisasmu ereulifiuds

WaMIvasnNs “Nius10991”

fadhlazesmafazl@fuEu s yuan
lassmsiiie %y yuaasindasening
Usuinelnauas wamglsy ldun nisda
¥ ¥ a v a
ousn mislkanaiuaz 58 Hedaana

W10 MIANEATY AanTIuayNaaTwn

A ae - adat o, d
me“a MmATumegsia (lunsdiadldviuie
W aanls) madenlsegn “Nan uazlsvn
BeUfdnie wazfansandun 9 3w

o ¢ a A
mwdnslvasdyuazdszmelinglugiugd

o
| '

Wukuueimiadietvisujuanan e
V0UANGTI
6 AV o A = ! v
asdnan bl 2emnrlsfasmedevathogndos
wazavaglulsunelng 1ansn dasidhsan
g v ] n‘ldn A‘ % v U
losemsiild  mihisauiifi™ng dasldun
asRnslenTy miauaassy  snexgsia
NATIENRETD MTTuee) aenaitv ke

PUANNIANNAR (Think-Tank) Huein

B3 Uy mdumsdsemienenlii
. L X, B .

o unlasamanSeiifidmaunis u 26 &
gls Toufhelu s yudusheg@ 30,000
gls uaz 9 eogf 200,000 gls Sl
U yuiaivsegay 75 9assuiszano
YanNa09laTIMafil ua  leeniiunud

Havasdasoaniu T yu wimde

srEzam 9 AvasmImifinnuudaslasems
A A ° a v v

fo 18 1Wou Mmuallasudar uelasamaseu
folUfoTuil 6 woumen 2551

°jﬂ%ﬁ.|ﬂﬁaa§al,ﬁmawﬁmﬁiﬂ@mmi

v Tl smessalasswhadsanelng
uae nnmglay saeneasdumnuay
wuvadams ses 1snsngleadiulad
www.deltha.ec.europa.eu
visadiaia “winauamem
AnuEnIIABMIE 3L
delegation-thailand-FCS
@ec.europa.eu

vi3olns 02 305 2600 / 2700

No.31 « January 2008 EUtoday

19



=

Knwalsu & Us:InAlng

The European Union & Thailand =

From low land to high hills
- tracking the EU medical service team

A reporter from Post Today
newspaper recently visited an
EU-funded migrant health
project in Chiang Rai. This is
the report.

On the occasion of International Day of
World’s Indigenous People (9" August),
international communities will pay
tribute to indigenous peoples living
around the world. Although these people
originally possessed the lands they live in
or make their living on, we cannot deny
that many indigenous peoples have
been downgraded to ‘minority groups’.
This is due to a number of factors such
as land intrusion or the geographical
remoteness of their locations.

Hua Mae Kham Village of Mae Fah
Luang District in Chiangrai Province is
adjacent to the Thai-Burmese border
and situated almost on the tip of
Thailand’s northest point. Around 80%
of the District is located on high hills.
Despite bad weather conditions, many
Thai hill tribes are heading to the District
today to receive a healthcare check-up
and treatment extended to them by
‘city people’.

Under the cooperation between the
International Organisation for Migration
(IOM) and the Ministry of Public Health
(MOPH) and with the EU’s financial
support of 510,670 euros (around 23
million baht) the ‘Migrant Health Project’
was initiated three years ago to provide
essential needs to these ‘indigenous
people’.

The Project’s works focus on reproduc-
tive health, control of communicable
diseases and primary healthcare under the
principles of preserving the indigenous
peoples’ cultural identity, promoting
education, public health, human rights,
environment and social and economic
development.

Children, adults, old people and
pregnant women from different
hill tribes namely Akha, Lahu,
Liso or Muso are eagerly travel-
ling from village to village to
the Project’s mobile service team
in order to get treatment. Some
of them are registered under
the 30-baht health scheme by
the Project’s staff, hence provid-
ing them access to further
treatment in the city such as
major operations in case of
serious illness.

Some of the patients have
travelled from Burma. Although
the border line has been marked
to separate the two countries,
for these people visiting relatives
on the opposite side of the
border is common thing. For
them, everyone is brother and
sister. There is no Burmese or Thai.

Sher Nor Arh Sher, an old Akhan

lady aged 74 years old, travelled

from the nearby village. She migrated
from Burma 14 years ago and has
regularly received medical treatments
since the Project started.

Under the Project, the mobile medical
service team visits the targeted areas
every three and a half months. Un-
fortunately, the Project is close to an end
after 44 months of implementation.

During each visit, the mobile medical
service team receives around 100-300
patients. Most of the illnesses constitute
respiratory diseases and sicknesses that
come with age.

Just like ‘city children’, children here are
vaccinated against thepatitis, pertussis,
and polio by the Project. Although they
live in a remote area, they are still the
nation’s future generation and deserve
the same treatment just as children in
the city.

An Akha woman drops a bean in a pot marked
‘good’ to evaluate the quality of the medical
service.

In all, the Project has allowed greater
access to medical and healthcare services
for up to 33,000 people living in remote
areas. Moreover, migrant health staff
have been trained to help strengthen the
local communities’ capacities in this area.

The Project’s non-discrimination principle
also enables Thais and other hill tribes
in the host communities to benefit.

No matter where you are or what langu-
age you speak, under this Project
everybody gets equal healthcare services
and opportunities for better and safer
health just like people in the city.
Because we are all human beings alike.
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Promotion of
Human Rights and
Democratisation
in the EU’s External

Relations
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Human rights are the cornerstone of the
European Union’s foreign policy. Be it in
the political dialogues the EU holds
with third countries, in the international
agreements it concludes, in its develop-
ment cooperation or its action in
multilateral fora such as the United
Nations, the EU seeks to uphold the
universality and indivisibility of human
rights - civil, political, economic, social
and cultural - as reaffirmed by the 1993
World Conference on Human Rights
in Vienna. The protection of human
rights, together with the promotion of
pluralistic democracy and effective
guarantees for the rule of law and the
fight against poverty, are among the
EU’s essential objectives.

In the framework of its Common Foreign
and Security Policy, the EU has forged a
range of tools to promote human rights
and democratisation. Among these,
specific guidelines have been designed
and adopted to serve as a framework
for protecting and promoting human
rights in third countries and to be able to
take swift common action wherever
necessary, such as officially approaching
a third country concerning a specific
case of human rights violation. They allow
the taking of rapid and coherent action
at EU level when individuals in third
countries are in danger and an EU
intervention is warranted.
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For more information

comprehensive information on the
Promotion of Human Rights and
Democratisation in the European
Union’s External Relations can be
found on the website of the European
Commission Directorate General for
External Relations.

Here you will find information on
subjects including EU election
assistance and observation; human
rights guidelines; the International
Criminal Court; the death penalty;
human trafficking and more

See: http://ec.europa.eu/
external_relations/human_rights/
intro/index.htm

The European Instrument for
Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR)
is a European Union programme that
aims to promote and support human
rights and democracy worldwide.

See: http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/
where/worldwide/eidhr/
index_en.htm

Also see the Delegation of the
European Commission to Thailand
website where information in Thailand
language will soon be available.

See: www.deltha.ec.europa.eu
A number of human rights-related

publications are also available. See
page 23 for more details.
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EU's Food
Traceability

FURTHERING HUMAN RIGHTS
AND DEMOCRACY
ACROSS THE GLOBE

EU ANNUAL REMORT
ON HUMAN RIGHTS
o7

Study in Europe - A guide to studying and scholarships in the European Union

www.deltha.ec.europa.eu/Publications/eu041007.pdf

This brochure was produced in co-operation
with the EU Member States in Thailand with
the purpose of serving as a handbook and
entrance point to studying in Europe. It
provides a brief overview of higher education
in each of the EU’s 27 member countries with
contact points and lists important scholarship
sources.
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EU's Food Traceability s:uuasoo eudounduoimisvon knmwelsu (in Thai)

www.deltha.ec.europa.eu/bic

This booklet gives an overview of the EU’s food
traceability requirements and procedures.
Among EU countries, traceability systems
have been compulsory for all food and feed
business since January 2005. As a result,
business operators are obliged to be able to
identify their products’ origins and destinations
and rapidly convey this information to the
competent authorities when necessary.
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The European Union: Furthering Human Rights and Democracy across the Globe

Catalogue number: NF-63-04-278-EN-C

http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/human_rights/doc/brochure07_en.pdf

This brochure presents an overview of the EU
human rights and democratisation policy,
including human rights promotion in the EU’s
legal system; tools and mechanisms under
the Common Foreign and Security Policy
(including EU human rights guidelines); the
EIDHR funding (European Instrument for
Democracy and Human Rights) as well as key
thematic issues, such as fight against death
penalty, torture and impunity; rights of the
child and women; racism, xenophobia and
protection of minorities as well as election
assistance and observation.

EU Annual Human Rights Report 2007

Catalogue number: NF-AC-07-001-EN-C
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http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/human_rights/doc/report07_en.pdf

The EU Annual Human Rights Report (jointly
prepared by the Presidency of the European
Union, the European Commission and the
General Secretariat of the Council) provides
an overview of the human rights related work
of the European Union. The report illustrates
how common values on which the EU is based
translate into human rights-related activities
with regard to third countries, in multilateral fora
and in relation to a number of thematic issues.
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Students enjoy EU-ASEAN success
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To celebrate the 30" anniversary of EU-ASEAN
relations the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Thailand, EU Member States Embassies and the
Delegation of the European Commission held a
writing contest for Thai students recently.

At the undergraduate level first prize of 30,000 baht went
to Ms Wichittra Luangintra a student at Imperial College
London for her essay ‘The EU and ASEAN the next 30 years'.
Meanwhile Ms Natacha Sa-nguankiartchai a Mathayom 4
student at Assumption Convent took the honours in the
Mathayon 4-6 category for her essay ‘It's better together’
looking at why groups of countries such as the EU and
ASEAN form.

Winners were invited to a prize award ceremony held 19
December at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Bangkok to
receive their prizes from Minister of Foreign Affairs HE
Mr Nitya Pibulsonggram.

The EU-ASEAN writing contest was kindly supported by
Nivea, Steadler and 7-11.

Woldumsloaloaooos:Asuseu 30 TuobAou UWUS
Bg-0BLU MONSNSILMSCNOUSINA SOUU- MUNA)
Usina UBNdg lla: WNDUANUWINUARUNSSLSMSEISU
daUsNOQIBEUISEANU KSUUNISaUINeBuDoSos) U

I@aJtgﬁvlé'ﬁum*ﬁa%ﬁﬂmzﬁuﬂ%mz:ym%vlﬁl,m'ma 1MRAN Naw-
funs shdnmanaumineduduiiSuanaaiaanaunan  mTy
NAWEENANNMINEINalLde ‘The EU and ASEAN the next
30 years uazluszdudsenlareldunimg Mg Nwnesdty
TnBentuisesdi 4 Tsadeud “ufy Aouwiud  wmTuSueeny
mwinglwide Thowsasiudndy efiddomieaiy ARGERN
nsnangaiwiudyuasanden

v [ Yo a ¥ ¥ ad 1% ‘ﬁ' o g tdl
losfruzna¥aldsudylhdsnluitieunetatedntuiingnss
MasatasmaiiaTui 19 Funenfimiui WwesuNaunsiaan
ok fled Aya I SgauesIINTNIENINsehaLme

a a a a g z Yo L%
Tﬂi‘ﬂiiﬁﬂ’a@L"ﬂ&l%ﬁﬁﬂﬂ’ﬂ&la%-a%%’&luﬂiﬂ‘ﬂl@iﬂﬂ?i WY BUIIN

a a i3 6 a
WAL 160LRDT LaziEu-alaWiL

H.E. Mr Nitya
Pibulsonggram, Minister
of Foreign Affairs (seated,
centre) is joined by EU and
ASEAN ambassadors,
Ministry and Delegation
officials, contest judges
and prize winners.

The Delegation of
the European Commission

The European Commission’s Delegations are
diplomatic missions and represent European
interests in many areas. They do not duplicate
the activities of the embassies of the
European Union Member States; instead they
take the lead in areas that are dealt with at the
European, rather than the national level.

Should you require more information please see:
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www.deltha.ec.europa.eu

The Delegation of the European
Commission to Thailand

19" Floor, Kian Gwan House 2

140/1 Wireless Road, Bangkok 10330
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T 19 DIMAALURIL 2

140/1 DUWINE NIV 10330

Tel: 0 2305 2600/2700 Fax: 0 22559113
E-mail: delegation-thailand@ec.europa.eu
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