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New EU trade strategy for world

The European Commission adopted
4 October a new trade strategy that will
enable the EU to be more competitive
abroad. EU Trade Com-missioner Peter
Mandelson said, “A changing global
economy needs a new policy. An open
market is not just a lowered tariff - it is
a market which European companies
get a fair deal, with freedom to compete
and legal protection when they do.”
Under this new strategy, the European
Commission sets out a series of new
initiatives including bilateral free trade
agree-ments with key partners namely
ASEAN, Korea and Mercosur.

For more information:

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/
2006/october/tradoc_130370.pdf

Funds for renewahle energy

The European Commission has proposed
the establishment of a global risk capital
fund to mobilise private investment in
energy efficiency and renewable energy
projects in developing countries and

EU moves to curb global
exposure to mercury

To contribute to a global reduction
in mercury exposure, the European
Commission proposed 26 October a
regulation to ban mercury exports from
the EU from 1 July 2011. Mercury and its
compounds are highly toxic to humans,
animals and ecosystems. The export
ban will significantly reduce global
supply and thereby also emissions of the

Mandelson on hilateral FTAs

Speaking at the London School of
Economics 9 October, EU Trade Com-
missioner Peter Mandelson made the
case for the EU pursuing targeted bi-
lateral trade agreements as part of a
wider EU strategy centred on the WTO
and multilateral trading system. “We are
not, as some have suggested, shifting
our focus away from the WTO. The EU’s
priority will be to ensure that any new
FTAs, including our own, serve as a
stepping stone, not a stumbling block
for the widest possible openness in the
global trading system.” He further
explained that the EU had made clear
to its partners that it is only interested
in FTAs encompassing a full range
of sectors. Not just goods, but services,
non-tariff barriers and issues such as
investment, competition and public
procurement too.

economies in transition.
The Global Energy
Efficiency and Renewable
Energy Fund (GEEREF) will
accelerate the transfer,
development and deploy-
ment of environmentally
sound technologies and
thereby help to bring
secure energy supplies to
people in poorer regions
of the world. These projects
will also combat climate
change and air pollution. The Commission
intends to kick-start the fund with a
contribution of up to €80 million over
the next four years, and expects that
financing from other public and private
sources will take funding to at least €100
million.

heavy metal into the environment.
Environment Commissioner Stavros
Dimas said, “In banning exports of mer-
cury and requiring its safe storage, the
EU will be setting an example for global
action to reduce emissions. | urge other
countries to support moves towards a
worldwide agreement.”

For more information:

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/
index_en.htm

EU Trade Commissioner Peter Mandelson

For more information:

http://ec.europa.eu/commission_barroso/
mandelson/speeches_articles/
sppm118_en.htm

Help for tsunami-hit communities

The EU and Bank of Agriculture and
Agricultural Cooperatives (BAAC)
announced 3 November they will team up
to assist southern communities still
suffering the aftermath of the 2004
tsunami. Funds worth around 3.53
million Euro (165 million Baht) will be
available for actions carried out by
eligible NGOs, under the supervision
of BAAC. The funds will be provided
through a continuation of the “Social
Support Project” (SSP). This initiative
saw the EU and BAAC work together
from 2001-2005 to alleviate poverty
and stimulate the rural economy in
districts of the northeast, north and
south of Thailand adversely affected
by the 1997 economic crisis. The new
SSP initiative will assist affected rural
communities cope with the social impact
of the tsunami and boost economic
activities.

For more information:
www.deltha.ec.europa.eu
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The EU enlargement =

On 1 January 2007 Bulgaria
and Romania will become
the 26th and 27th members
of the European Union.

Beginning with six founding
members in the 1950s the

EU has undergone a series
of enlargements.

By its very nature, the EU
has been destined to grow.

It is open to all democratic
European states that are able
to take on the challenges of
membership and implement
its rules.

Newcomers see their natural place as
members of the EU. They join due to the
attraction of the Union’s economic, social
and political achievements and as they
share its goals of freedom, democracy
and prosperity.

The carefully managed enlargement
process has helped further consolidate
peace and prosperity across Europe.
Europeans as well as the international
community at large benefit from the
EU’s stable democracies and prosperous
market economies.

On 26 September 2006, the European
Commission - the executive arm of the
EU - adopted its final monitoring report
on the preparedness of Bulgaria and
Romania for EU membership. Based on the
solid progress achieved, the Commission
considers both countries are ready to join
the EU on 1 January 2007.

Commenting on the Commission’s report,
President José Manuel Barroso stated:
“| congratulate the people and the
leaders of Bulgaria and Romania for
this historic achievement. Our objective
assessment demonstrates that the acces-
sion of these two countries, as scheduled,
with the accompanying measures, we
propose, is a chance to complete the EU’s
fifth enlargement. This enlargement has
consolidated peace and brought more
prosperity in Europe. This is the right
decision for Bulgaria and for Romania
and this is the right decision for Europe.”

Welcome
to the club...

Bulgaria and

Romania

join the European Union

Joining the EU

By the time they join, any new EU
member must have stable institutions
guaranteeing democracy, law and order
and a respect for human rights; a func-
tioning market economy; and be able to
cope with the obligations of membership.

This is a considerable undertaking and the
process can take many years. In the case
of Romania and Bulgaria for example it
has been almost a decade.

For each candidate country a pre-
accession strategy is designed, making
available EU expertise, assistance and

programmes to help the process. Nego-
tiations take place from ministerial to
technical levels and regular reports
assess progress achieved by each country
in preparation for accession.

Once negotiations are concluded the
results are incorporated in a draft
Accession Treaty, agreed between the EU
Council and the acceding countries. The
European Commission gives its opinion
on the draft treaty and the European
Parliament must give its assent. After
signature, EU Member States and the
acceding country must ratify the Treaty.
When this process has been concluded
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and the Treaty takes effect, the candidate
becomes a Member State.

Who are the candidates?

Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia and Turkey are all currently
involved in the accession process.

From 6 to 27...
How the EU has grown

1951 - Belgium, Germany,
France, Italy, Luxembourg
and the Netherlands

1973 - Denmark, Ireland and the
United Kingdom

1981 - Greece

1986 - Spain and Portugal

1995 - Austria, Finland and
Sweden

2004 - Czech Republic, Estonia,
Cyprus, Latvia, Lithuania,
Hungary, Malta, Poland,
Slovakia and Slovenia

2007 - Bulgaria, Romania

G Bulgaria in brief

Bulgaria is one of the oldest European
States with a 20-century-old history and
traditions. Modern Bulgaria is situated
in Southeastern Europe, in the Balkan
Peninsula - a busy crossroads of ancient
cultures as for centuries, routes passing
through the territory of the country
have been connecting Europe with Asia
and Africa.

Bulgaria was part of the Ottoman empire
for around 500 years. After the Second
World War it was communist and a
member of the Warsaw Pact for nearly
half a century.
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Bulgaria

Bulgaria’s transition to democracy and
a market economy after the collapse of
communism has not been easy. It has
averaged 4% growth since 2000 and
begun to attract significant amounts
of foreign direct investment. Minerals,
including coal, copper, and zinc, play an
important economic role while key
exports include chemicals and plastics,
food and drink, tobacco and machine-
building equipment.

With spectacular mountains and a coast-
line on the Black Sea, Bulgaria is known
for its picturesque nature. It is also home
to a rich cultural heritage and ranks
third in Europe after Greece and Italy
for the number of its valuable archeolo-
gical monuments.

Official name: Republic of

Bulgaria
Capital: Sofia
Population: ~ 7.97 million
Land area: 110,993.6 km
Language(s): Bulgarian (official

language), Turkish
and other minority
languages

O Romania in brief

Romania is situated in South-Eastern
Europe. Forests cover over a quarter of
the country and the fauna is one of the
richest in Europe. The mighty Danube
forms the southern boundary of the
country ending with the delta, a haven

. . Tl |

The Romanian
countryside at
spring time

for countless local and migratory birds
designated a UNESCO "Reservation of
the Biosphere”.

The influence of ancient Rome is consi-
derable, from the name ‘Romania’ to
the many monuments of that era. The
country is also home to feudal fortresses,
Byzantine monasteries and ‘Dracula’s’ castle.

Bucharest used to be known as ‘Little Paris’
and boasts a vibrant cultural scene. Today,
first class opera and concert halls, perma-
nent art exhibitions, fine museums and
galleries are testament to Romania’s
artistic sensitivity.

In recent years the Romanian economy
has been characterised by high growth
and low unemployment. Amongst Ro-
mania’s main exports are clothing and
textiles, electrical and electronic equip-
ment, military equipment, software,
pharmaceuticals, and agricultural products
(fruits, vegetables, and flowers). Since
2000, Romania has attracted increasing
amounts of foreign investment, becoming
the single largest investment destination
in South-Eastern Europe.

Official name: Romania

(Romaénia)
Capital: Bucharest
(Bucuresti)
Population:  21.7 million
Area: 238,391 km
Languages: Romanian
(official), Hungar-
jian, German,

Roma language
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Seeking joint responses

to global challenges
Asia and Europe look to the future
on ASEM'’s tenth anniversary

On 10 and 11 September
leaders from 10 ASEAN
countries, China, Japan, Korea,
2b EU Member States, and

the President of the European
Commission met at the sixth
Summit of the Asia-Europe
Meeting (ASEM) in Helsinki.

The gathering was a cause for celebration
and reflection, as ten years have passed
since the inaugural Summit in Bangkok
took place. The Meeting’s tenth anniver-
sary provided an excellent occasion to
see how far ASEM has lived up to the
expectations of its partners and to look
to the future to consider where the Asia-
Europe partnership should be heading
after its first ten years.

Under the theme “Global Challenges -
Joint Responses” leaders addressed topics
closely linked to citizens’ concerns: multi-
lateralism and security threats; globaliza-
tion and competitiveness; sustainable
development with particular emphasis
on environment and energy issues, as well
as intercultural and interfaith dialogue.

Partners renewed their commitment
to the fight against terrorism and a
multilateral international system centred
on the UN. They recognized the benefits
resulting from globalization, but also
potential adverse impacts necessitating
the adoption of appropriate policies to
allow workers to adjust.

Helsinki highlights
A family of 45

The admission of six new members to the
ASEM family was agreed. This will boost
ASEM membership from 39 to 45. From
the European side Bulgaria and Romania
will join as will India, Mongolia, Pakistan
and the ASEAN Secretariat from Asia.

Asia- Europe Meeting

An ASEM family photo

Full membership will come only at ASEM
7 in Beijing in 2008, but new partners
will be able to participate in activities
as soon as the completion of internal
procedures on both sides permit.

“Over the past decade,
ASEM has made a vital
contribution to furthering our
relationship, and its continuing
capacity to attract other
partners is indeed a measure
of its vitality and success.”
European Commission President
Jose Manuel Barroso.

Climate change commitment

A Declaration on Climate Change was
adopted setting out a common commit-
ment to work for the full implementation
of the United Nations Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
and the Kyoto Protocol. The aim of the
Declaration on Climate Change is to add
momentum to efforts to reach agreement
in international climate negotiations.

The second decade

The Helsinki Declaration on the Future of
ASEM, contains guidelines and practical
recommendations for developing coop-

eration in the future. It highlighted that
ASEM should reflect the combined
weight of Asia and Europe and focus on
areas where it can add value. It was also
agreed that ASEM should remain faithful
to its character of informality, networking
and flexibility.

ASEM in brief

ASEM is a cooperation forum for
Asian and European countries.
It was initiated to strengthen
dialogue and interaction between
the two regions. The inaugural
ASEM Summit was held in
Bangkok, Thailand, in 1996 and
since then the meeting of Heads
of State or Government has been
organised every two years alter-
nately in Asia and Europe.

In addition to the summits, events

take place involving government
officials at many levels. People-
to-people links are also fostered
through events involving the
business community, NGOs,
unions, journalists and students
from Europe and Asia.
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European Commission President José Manuel
Barroso speaks at ASEM 6.
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The EU in the World =
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The financial crisis that
erupted in Asia in mid-1997
led to sharp declines in the
currencies, stock markets,
and other asset prices of a
number of Asian countries.

It threatened these countries’
financial systems and
disrupted their economies.

The human fall out was also
considerable. The unexpected
and massive financial and
economic crisis was translated
into job losses and social
distress - particularly in
Indonesia, Thailand and the
Republic of Korea.

In response to the crisis the then 26
members of the Asia Europe Meeting
(ASEM) process established the ASEM
Trust Fund. ASEM leaders hailed the Trust
Fund saying it would help, “find effective
ways to redress poverty, drawing on
European and Asian expertise.” Managed
by the World Bank, the Fund became
operational at the end of June 1998.

A first phase set out to facilitate the
recovery of countries affected by the
crisis and specifically to support reform
programs agreed upon with the inter-
national financial institutions. It made
practical support and technical advice

available to seven East Asian countries.
This focussed on two critical areas: social
welfare and safety nets; and financial
and corporate restructuring.

A second phase was established in
March 2001. It maintained the focus of its
predecessor on financial and corporate
restructuring and on social welfare and
safety nets.

Funding for the two phases totalled
84.6 million euro, of which the European
Commission alone contributed some 45%.
Finland, France, the UK, Luxembourg,
the Netherlands, Sweden, Denmark and
Italy made significant contributions as
did Thailand, China and South Korea.

Of the overall 110 projects supported by
the Trust Fund, twenty one took place
in Thailand. The last project came to a
conclusion in August.

“The financial and economic
crisis is now nearly a decade

in the past and significant reforms £

have been achieved with the
support of the two ASEM Trust
Funds aimed at preventing a
recurrence.”

Speaking at a reception recently to
mark the end of activities in Thailand
Ambassador Dr Friedrich Hamburger,
Head of the Delegation of the European

Out of the factory; back to the fields

ASEM
Trust

Fund
wraps up

Commission to Thailand said, “The finan-
cial and economic crisis is now nearly
a decade in the past and significant
reforms have been achieved with the
support of the two ASEM Trust Funds
aimed at preventing a recurrence.”

“Since the difficult times of 1997 Thai-
land has rebounded with a vitality and
drive common to this part of the world.
Nevertheless, and despite considerable
progress, the reform process needs to
continue. Thailand should not rest on its
laurels. New reforms will help ensure the
sustainable development of the country
in the ever globalising world.”

10
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external_relations/asem/
other_activities/trust_fund.htm
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From left: HE Dr Friedrich Hamburger, Ambassador-Head of the Delegation; H.R.H Princess

Sirindhorn; and Dr. Somkid Jatusripitak, former Commerce Minister.

Geographical Indications promoted
H.R.H Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn
presided over the opening ceremony of the
“EU-Asean Regional Seminar and Exhibition
on the Protection and Promotion of Geogra-
phical Indications (Gls): Lands of Tradition and
Opportunities” 28-29 June. The event was
jointly organised by the EU funded EC-ASEAN
Intellectual Property Rights Co-operation
Programme (ECAP 2) in collaboration with the
Department of Intellectual Property of the
Ministry of Commerce and the ASEAN Secre-
tariat. The two-day event saw EU and ASEAN
experts discuss recent developments of Gl
systems and future prospects within Europe
and ASEAN.

Mr Erich Muller, Director for Asia of EuropeAid.

EU projects meet

Some 80 participants from EU-funded projects
met in Bangkok 13 November. A number of
presentations were given and experiences
shared on various areas of EU policy and
project implementation procedures.
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From left: Pekka Penltila, EC Delegation;
Dr. Luigi Rossi, EU expert; Mr. Rachane
Potjanasuntorn, Director General of
Department of Foreign Trade; Jean-Jacques
Bouflet, EC Delegation; Ms. Nuntawan
Sakuntanaga, Deputy Director-General.

Rules for food contact materials
explained

The Delegation’s Business Information Centre
and Department of Foreign Trade, Ministry of
Commerce, jointly organised a seminar on
“Doing Business with the EU — Understanding
Challenges of EU's food contact materials
requirements” on 25 September. The seminar
explained the EU’s rules for materials intended
to come into contact with food stuffs and the
upcoming legislation in order to help the Thai
industry to adapt itself to meet the requirements.
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Cogeneration for Thai sugar sector
Sugar millers from all over Thailand were
encouraged to implement cogeneration
systems in their sugar mills at the “First
Seminar and Training Session on Energy
Project Development in the Sugar Sector
in Thailand” organised by COGEN-AIT 6-8
September. The event was funded by the
EU-Thailand Economic Co-operation Small
Project Facility (SPF).
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From left: Dr. Chanin Charoenpong, Thai FDA; Dr. Babarra O. Schneeman, US FDA; Mr. Basil
Mathioudakis, DG SANCO - European Commission; Ms. Doojduen Sasanavin, Thai ACFS;
Mr. Patrick Deboyser, EC Delegation; Mrs. Marie-Odile Gailing, CIAA (Confederation des
Industries Agro-Alimentaires de I'UE); Ms. Nancy Crane, US FDA; Ms. Claire Boville,

UK Food Standards Agency.

EU rules on Health and Nutrition
Claims explained

A conference was held 6 November to help Thai
producers, manufacturers and consumers un-
derstand the implications and requirements of
the EU’s soon-to-be enacted Health and Nutri-
tion Claims Regulation. The event was organised
by the Delegation’s Business Information Cen-
tre, in association with the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA) of the Ministry of Public
Health and the National Bureau of Agricultural
Commodity and Food Standards (ACFS) of the
Ministry of Agriculture and Co-operatives.

The Delegation’s Benedetta Musilo gives
advice to Thai students.

Erasmus Mundus fellows evening
Some 67 Thai students awarded Erasmus
Mundus scholarships in 2006 joined a get-to-
gether evening at the Delegation’s Business
Information Centre where they had a chance to
meet other awardees and gain first-hand advice
on studying and living in Europe from represen-
tatives of the EU Member States embassies.
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Dr. Annegret Grobel, Managing Director of
Federal Network Agency for Electricity, Gas,
Telecommunications, Post and Railway
(BNetzA), Germany.

Telecom regulations assessed

The Delegation’s Business Information Centre
jointly organised a workshop with the National
Telecommunications Commission Office on
“Regulatory Impact Assessment”, 1-2 November,
to share experiences on the EU telecommuni-
cation sector’s pre-legislation process.
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EU Film Festival kicks off

The 15th European Union Film Festival kicked
off in Bangkok at SFX Cinema 2 November. Over
350 people joined the reception and enjoyed
the screening of Finnish movie FC Venus. This
year's event featured 19 films from 18 countries.
After showing in Bangkok audiences in Chiang
Mai had the chance to enjoy the movies.
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in Bangkok...

From Left: HE Dr Friedrich Hamburger,
Ambassador-Head of the Delegation;

Mr Supat Ngamwongpaiboon, Marketing
Director of the SF Cinema City Co., Ltd.;
HE Mr Lars Backstrom, Ambassador of the
Finnish Embassy, representing the EU
Presidency.

and Chiang Mai

From left: Mr Supavat Poovakul, Honorary
Consul of Finland, Chiangmai; Mr Tommy
Rojachotikul, Director of the Vista;

Mr Khemkheng Khengkarnkar, Director of
special projects Kadsuankaew Shopping
Complex; Pol. Lt Suchai Khengkarnkar,
Managing Director Kadsuankaew Shopping
Complex; HE Mr Backstrom; HE Dr Hamburger;
Mr Vilas Rujiwattanapong , Vice Governor

of Chiangmai.
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The European Union & Thailand =

EUROPEAN HIGHER
EDUCATION FAIRS

Thai students flocked to
check out the opportunities
for studying in Europe at
The European Higher
Education Fair 2006 (EHEF)
11-12 November.

EHEF 2006 featured over
115 higher education
institutions and national
education agencies from 21
EU countries. In all over
20,000 visitors attended the
two-day event.

EHEF Bangkok 2006 was funded by the
EU as part of its drive to promote Euro-
pean Higher education in Asia. The
Bangkok event was the first in a series
of similar events which will take place in
the region over the next year.

“This is a very big event with lots of
visitors. It’s nice to have the opportunity
to tell people about

Lithuania,” said Assoc

Prof Neringa Pauziene
of Kaunas University
of Medicine in Li-
thuania. "“It's maybe
the first time they
have heard about the

country.”

Assoc Prof Neringa

Khun Sirawit meanwhile was seeking
to study architecture in the UK. “l want
to go to Europe as | want to experience
the culture. | don't only want to go and
study,” he said.

Higher education
In the spotlight
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Khunying Thipawadi Meksawan, Secretary General of the Office of the Civil Service Commission,
cuts the ribbon to mark the opening of the fair.
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The EU booth attracts the crowds. Khun Sirawit
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Ministers discuss
higher education challenges
and opportunities
SpuuasmBoIngonulom lia:

AUMMEUOLOAUAN

A high-level line up, including
the Thai and Cambodian
ministers of education and Lao
vice-minister, discussed the
internationalisation of higher
education as well as the
challenges and cooperation
opportunities in this field for
European Union (EU), Thai,
Lao, and Cambodian institutions
on 10 November.

The talks were held as part of the Asia
Link Symposium, organised as part of the
European Higher Education Fair 2006.

Recommendations will help the shape the
future form and direction of cooperation
between the EU, Thailand, Cambodia and
Laos in the field of higher education.

HE Prof Wichit Srisa-an, Thai Minister of
Education; HE Kol Pheng, Cambodian
Minister of Education; and Mrs. Sengde-
uang Lachanthaboun, Lao Vice-Minister
of Education participated in a panel
discussion chaired by Ambassador Dr
Friedrich Hamburger, Head of the Delega-
tion of the European Commission to
Thailand.

“The EU has long been a partner of
Thailand. Over the past 30 years our
relationship has changed. The Asia Link
Programme aims to promote partner-
ships and links between Asian and
European higher education institutions
and is one example of how our relation-
ship ha developed,” said HE Prof Wichit
Srisa-an.

Also taking part were Erich Muller, Direc-
tor for Asia of EuropeAid, the European
Commission’s aid office; Prof Khunying
Suchada Kiranandana, President of
Chulalongkorn University; Dr Joseph
Mifsud, Bologna Follow-Up Group on

External Dimension and 270 Asian
and European academics and
education professionals.

The Asia Link Symposium featured
presentations on the achievements and
prospects of the European Union’s higher
education programmes. These are the
Erasmus Mundus Scholarship scheme;
Asia Link, which promotes networking
between higher education institutions in
the EU and Asia; and the 7th Framework
Programme for Research.
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For more information see:
> A a el
@ma@ammmﬂw
Erasmus Mundus
http://ec.europa.eu/erasmus-mundus

Asia-Link Programme
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/
projects/asia-link/index_en.htm

7t Framework Programme
http://ec.europa.eu/research/fp7
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ADU MISDUOLNUDST U UJUQ
The European Union’s abicisuinsbmsioU 2547
Erasmus Mundus scholarship NUMSANNBST I LuQ Uob
programme has been hugely rmMwelsUlasumsaiousudun
§u;%e()stLJTIhS|nce Its Iauncrt]l Joauudhan _asusrunuiinds) U
" - | here are currently yuq TRidonnb~u 80 KaN as
80 Masters Degree courses ASOUAAUKANE W3IGo8U U
to chose from, covering 05 ’ anAlUlaE
engineering and technology; DIULOAONSSUAN asiainAluiad
natural. life and social JnenA assssuUa BIOM S )
S . . ~ ¢ cam ‘ Kamonrat Kamonnawin
sciences; business; economics; = YAUM OS 8SNY IASUPAN S A —
law and the humanities. Uam as la:uyuem as _ .
MA SEN (Special Education Needs)

S|XtY'Seven Thal graduates WSUUMSFNU 2549-2550 “This course focuses on special education
and two Thai scholars have ouniSeulneldsunudsy U yuq needs for children with learning problems
been awarded Erasmus WorRnudousrunuiiniu kmwellsu or special needs. | will study in the UK,

i ~ AP ' the Netherlands and the Czech Republic.
Mundus ;cholarsh|ps to study Ab 67 AU IADTBEIMS ‘Czech Rep
or teach in the EU for the R S0 | plan to teach or work in this field after

: mMMs ounsodve 2 AU ion.”
2006-2007 academic year. ciiongecelimge my graduation.
The Thai recipients are among Oj? idouuniseun CISEJn‘un\)hUO “nén ashdnmiieudnfewEodnadl
1,377 ;tudents and 231 rp an 12’3177 AU IAUNOBIMS TymlumsGeud BanBoufisunedonn
Umversllty teaCherslseleC.ted . lou 231 A UUTASUAUA WAL 1TITIHIRIEN BEuanudn
WOHEﬂWlde fo participate in ihis UniSsuuno ‘ouldnanofipnan s agnnvnauluasdnsieafuiinniaid
year's programme. ~ - e X,
831 U Uuq NodUseUI3aDT: MNILNUAAY
This is what some of the students
had to say about their courses:
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Phongsakorn
Nakornratanachai
WDANS UASSQUE

Chaiwat
Mathurapongthor
BadIU USSWOFiSS

MSc in Network and e-business
Centred Computing

Phongsakorn: "We will study in the UK,
Greece and then Spain. | have been
working in the IT field and would like to
continue doing so but at a management
level rather than on the technical side as
| have been doing.

Chaiwat: "The course is interesting and
studying in several countries gives you
a chance to learn various European
cultures.”

WIFINT: “WWNIﬂSLLﬂiN%@GWﬁﬂg@iLi’]G’fad
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TAUITINVRIUGTREL UM

Pajaree Tachart
10sd mua

Master
Mundus:
Crossways in
European
Humanities

“I'will study in
Italy and Scotland.
In Italy the language of study will be Italian.
This course is about linguistics and
culture. You will learn about European
cultural diversity and can adapt it to
cases such as the situation in the South
of Thailand.”
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Chaidarun lamphak
agasmu 198UNNA
Euroculture

“The course not only teaches about
European cultures but also about the
political, economic and social aspects of
Europe. Students of this course will be
able to create projects and joint ventures
between the EU and third countries.”

@ o a ni o A
Wan 613 Euroculture [3UUNEINUNITIADY
wisgia “snn uazTamuasINRs Wnwelsy
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Hnlsumedlalld sndney

Suchaya Sittipod

by “ndwal

MEEES - Masters in Earthquake
Engineering and Engineering
Seismology

“| chose this course because Thailand
does not have many people experienced
in this field while natural disasters from
earthquakes are a real danger. As a civil
engineer, it's hard for a woman to get a
job if you don't further your study.”

“Bandeu nitwmadasnafiyeanaiia
e iieeuaiaguAn T
anushdvlmontu Geurmednidana-
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AmnetbiBeusady

Erasmus Mundus Master’s
Courses are offered by part-
nerships of European higher
education institutions. Erasmus
Mundus students study for a
European masters’ degree for one
or two courses are provided in
English.

For more information, see
http://ec.europa.eu/erasmus-
mundus
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http://ec.europa.eu/erasmus-
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Thai development aid

focus of international seminar

Ly

From left: lan Porter, World Bank Country Director for Southeast Asia; Hakan Bjorkman, Deputy
Resident Representative for UNDP Thailand Office; Lt. Nophadol Bhandhugravi, President of the
NEDA; Joana Merlin-Scholtes, UNDP Resident Representative in Thailand; Piamsak Milintachinda,
Director General, Thailand International Development Cooperation Agency (TICA); Apinan
Phatarathiyanon, Deputy Director-General, TICA; Erik Habers and Andrew Jacobs, Delegation of
the European Commission to Thailand; Daniel Hanspach, UNDP Regional Centre, Bratislava.

As an emerging donor, Thailand
has a great opportunity to learn
from the successes and failures
of traditional donors and adopt
international best practices in
its delivery of development
assistance to other countries in
the region and beyond. The
Paris Declaration for Aid
Effectiveness, adopted by
Thailand in 2005, provides a
timely set of principles and
indicators that can help shape
the future of Thailand’s Official
Development Assistance

(ODA) programme.

That was the consensus at a one-day
workshop on aid effectiveness held in
Bangkok on 5 October 2006. The work-
shop, hosted by the Thailand International
Cooperation Programme (TICA) of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs with support
from the Delegation of the European
Commission (EC) in Thailand and the
United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP), was attended by representatives
of various government agencies involved
in Thailand’s aid programmes, traditional
donors, UN agencies, and International
Financial Institutions.

The workshop was designed as a forum
for dialogue between key national and
international partners on Thailand’s role
as an emerging donor, on the challenges
of the implementation of the Paris
Declaration on Aid Effectiveness, and on
how the different partners could work
together on this endeavour.

Participants agreed that as a country that
has received international aid in the past,
Thailand was in a good position to become
itself an effective donor, with first-hand
understanding of the importance of
national ownership and coordination
among donors. Emphasis was given to
the importance for Thailand to engage
with other emerging donors that face
similar challenges and opportunities in
implementing the Paris Declaration.

From the presentations and panel discus-
sions, 12 key policy messages emerged to
guide Thailand as it seeks to implement
the Paris Declaration and to shape
collaboration between Thailand, traditional
donors, UN Agencies and International
Financial Institutions.

The messages were
as follows:

1. The workshop is an important
starting point for a series of further
events bringing together the part-
ners to discuss issues on a sectoral or

10.

11.

12.

geographic basis.

. Thai ODA should be aligned with

national development needs and
priorities of partner countries.

. Thailand and other donors should

pool analytical and diagnostic work
in partner countries.

. Efforts to develop an overall cohesive

strategy for Thai ODA and to co-
ordinate the work of those contri-
buting to Thailand's ODA effort are
most welcome.

. A system for tracking Thai ODA

should be established.

. Promoting an open public dialogue

about Thailand’s role as an emerging
donor would be beneficial.

. Thailand should gradually increase

spending on the social sectors, water
and sanitation, poverty reduction,
community development, and the
promotion of micro-credit.

. A gradual shift towards “untied”

aid needs to begin - aid that is not
contingent on the purchase of the
donor’s goods and services.

. On-going efforts to expand Thailand'’s

ODA programme beyond the sub-
region are most welcomed and
encouraged.

Dialogue and exchange of exper-
iences between Thailand and other
emerging donors in the Asia, Eastern
Europe and Latin America needs to
be enhanced.

The “working system” of Thailand's
ODA programmes needs further
development.

The partners must move fast to-
gether to improve aid effectiveness
in the region.
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findings is available at
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The European Union & Thailand

Hmong Environment Network

A reporter from
Prachachart

Turakij newsapaper
recently visited

the EU-funded

Hmong Environment
Network in Chiang Mai.
This is the report.

One of the core principles of sustainable
development is local network creation and
the participation of those networks in
bringing about changes and formulating
development strategy. Local wisdom that
has been passed on from generation to
generation should be used in parallel
with new knowledge in responding to
current problems.

Many international organisations follow
this approach, especially when it comes
to local natural resource management,
preservation of forests and the promotion
of environmentally friendly lifestyles.

A project to enhance the natural resource
management skills of the Hmong Envi-
ronment Network, which comprises 26
villages in Chiang Mai province, is one
such example.

The initiative promotes the management
of the natural resources local people
depend upon for their living. This helps
maintain the natural balance by pro-
tecting upstream forests and ensuring
clean air for people living in both high and
low land areas.

Over a quarter of the world’s tropical forest
is found in Asia. The region is also home
to more than half of the world’s biological
species.

At the same time, Asia has the highest

rate of forest loss and degradation. In the
past ten years, it has lost one tenth of its
forest cover. Previously a net exporter of
wood products, Asia now has to import
20% of its needs.

The EU, together with the UNDP, realised
that those who understand the com-
plexity of the forestry degradation best
are those directly faced by the problem.

For this reason the Small Grants Programme
for Operations to Promote Tropical Forests
(SGP PTF) was created.

The SGP PTF provides grants of 20,000-
200,000 euro (960,000-9,600,000 baht)
to local organisations for small-scale
forest preservation projects that help
promote the sustainable use of natural
resources. Running from 2000 to 2007
the programme covers Cambodia,
Indonesia, Malaysia, Pakistan, Philippines,
Sri Lanka, Vietnam and Thailand.

Over the past six years, 247 organisations
have received funding from among some
1,500 proposals. In all, the work of these
organisations involves 1,041 villages
across the eight countries. Some 50 of
them are in Thailand.

The Hmong Environment Network'’s
coordinator Mr Kerd Panakamnerd said
that the Network’s preservation work
covers 26 villages in 6 district of Chiang

Mai. The project was initiated by Hmong
villagers who want to preserve the up-
stream forest. Their activities include
creating fire breaks, breeding more than
200 plant species, and creating cooperation
networks with other organisations.

Although the Hmong Environment
Network has received funding from
the SGP PTF for the last two years, its
commitment to environmental manage-
ment has existed for much longer. This
can be seen from the rich environmen-
tal conditions that are a direct result of
network’s efforts.

Ms Delphine Brissonneau, project officer
at the Delegation of the European
Commission said that the project had
demonstrated effective local participation
in environmental management and was
a good example for other communities.
She added that it was important to
create cooperation networks which would
allow such good results to be publicised
and duplicated in the wider area.

For more information on the SGP PTF see:
oifosaiisidanientulassms SGP PTF 167
www.sgpptf.org
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The EU Explained =
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European Union
EuropeanCommission
E uropeanCommunities
E uropeanCommunity

European Communities: Refers to
the three institutions or ‘communities’
established by the Treaties of Paris (1951)
and Rome (1957): the European Coal and
Steel Community (ECSC) the European
Economic Community (EEC), and the
European Atomic Energy Community
(Euratom).

European Community:in 1967 the
executive and decision-making bodies
of the three European Communities
were merged to establish the European
Community. The sole executive body
formed by this merger was the Com-
mission of the European Communities.

European Commission: The term
European Commission, introduced in
1993, is the simpler way to refer the
Commission of the European Commu-
nities. It is one of the EU’s institutions:
the executive body that manages the
areas the member states have decided
to pool sovereignty and work together.

European Union: Name introduced
by the Maastricht Treaty in November
1993 to replace the term European
Community. Along with the name, came
a new character in the form of a Common
and Foreign Security Policy, co-operation
in justice and home affairs and a com-
mitment to economic and monetary
union.

The term European Union is also commonly
used to denote the territory of the Member
States and the political entity (e.g. the EU
population, EU-Japan relations).

Note: The European Community is the
only part of the European Union to have
its own “legal personality” and therefore
continues to be used, especially in legal
documents.
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For more information see:
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The EU at a glance:
http://europa.eu/abc/index_en.htm
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Importation of Fruit and Vegetahles
into the EU (in Thai)
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8 pp.-15x21.2cm

www.deltha.cec.eu.int/bic/misc/
Fruit&veget.pdf

The European Union (EU) is the world’s
largest importer of agricultural products,
and the third largest export destination
for Thailand. The EU is one of the world
most open markets for food products.
However, European consumers demand
high standards, and the same high
standards apply equally to producers
within the EU as they do to those in other
countries.

This booklet gives an overview of regula-
tions and marketing standards for fruit
and vegetable imports into the EU.
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Let's Explore Europe!

44 pp. - 21 x 29.7 cm
Catalogue number: NA-63-04-359-EN-C

http://ec.europa.eu/publications/young/
Letsexplore_en.pdf

Europe: a beautiful continent with a fas-
cinating history. It has produced many of
the world’s famous scientists, inventors,
artists and composers, as well as popular
entertainers and successful ports people.
For centuries Europe was plagued by wars
and divisions. But in the last 50 years or
s0, the countries of this old continent have
at last been coming together in peace,
friendship and unity, to work for a better
Europe and a better world.

This book tells the story simply and clearly.
Full of interesting facts and colourful
illustrations, it gives a lively overview of
Europe and explains briefly what the
European Union is and how it works.
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How the European Union works
Your guide to the EU institutions
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50 pp- - 16.2 x 22.9 cm
Catalogue number: NA-76-06-088-EN-C

http://ec.europa.eu/publications/
booklets/eu_glance/53/2006-en.pdf

The European Union (EU) is not a federal
State like the United States of America.
Nor is it a purely intergovernmental
organisation like the United Nations. It is,
in fact, unique. Its member countries
remain independent sovereign nations,
but they pool their sovereignty - and thus
gain much greater collective strength
and influence. This means taking joint
decisions through shared institutions such
as the European Parliament, the Council
and the European Commission. But what
does each of these institutions do? How
do they work together? Who is responsible
for what?

This booklet sets out the answers in clear
and simple language. It also gives a brief
overview of the agencies and other bodies
that are involved in the European Union’s
work. The aim is to provide you with a
helpful guide to EU decision-making.
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Opening the doors

to the EU market
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The Delegation of
the European Commission

The European Commission’s Delegations are
diplomatic missions and represent European
interests in many areas. They do not duplicate
the activities of the embassies of the
European Union Member States; instead they
take the lead in areas that are dealt with at the
European, rather than the national level.

Should you require more information please see:

WWW. e

The European Union is committed to
development-friendly sustainable trade.
Opening the EU market to developing
countries is a sign of this commitment. For
those wishing to do business with Europe
assistance is at hand.

The Export Helpdesk is a free and user-
friendly online service that provides
information on how to access the EU
market; EU import requirements, tariffs
(and preferences), customs documentation,
rules of origin and much more.

The Delegation of the European Com-
mission to Thailand also has a Business
Information Centre. Here you can receive
Thai-language advice or speak to European
experts on market access issues.

Visit the Export Helpdesk
http://exporthelp.europa.eu

Contact the Business Information Centre
Tel: 02 305 2645
Email:delegation-thailand-
bic@ec.europa.eu

Website: www.deltha.ec.europa.eu/hic
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The Delegation of the European
Commission to Thailand

19" Floor, Kian Gwan House 2

140/1 Wireless Road, Bangkok 10330
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140/1 DUWINE NN 10330

Tel: 0 2305 2600/2700 Fax: 0 22559113
E-mail: delegation-thailand@ec.europa.eu
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