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EU signs trade deal with
South Korea, launches
negotiations with Malaysia

Signature of the agreement, from left,
seated: Jong-Hoon, Vanackere and De Gucht

EU Trade Commissioner Karel De Gucht,
Belgian Minister of Foreign Affairs
Steven Vanackere and Korean Minister
for Trade Kim Jong-hoon signed a
Free Trade Agreement (FTA) between
the EU and South Korea on 6 October
2010. Meanwhile, negotiations for an
FTA with Malaysia were launched on 5
October 2010 by European Commission
President Jose Manual Barroso and
Malaysia Prime Minister Najib Tun
Razak. The EU will negotiate a com-
prehensive agreement covering tariffs,
non-tariff barriers as well as commit-
ments on other trade related issues,
notably procurement, competition and
sustainable development.

For more information, see:
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/creating-
opportunities/bilateral-relations/

New guide for EU exporters
affected by trade defence
investigations

The European Commission on 7 Octo-
ber 2010 published an on-line guide
to help EU exporters affected by trade
defence investigations initiated by
non-EU countries. The handbook was
developed in view of the increasing
use of trade defence instruments since
the beginning of the global economic
crisis. It provides practical information
and guidance for EU exporters and
gives concrete advice on specific prob-
lems and situations that EU companies
frequently face.

For more information, see:
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/tackling-
unfair-trade/trade-defence/actions-
against-eu-exporters/

Burma/Myanmar election,
release of Aung San Suu Kyi

The first elections in twenty vyears
were held in Burma/Myanmar on
7 November 2010. The EU High
Representative Catherine Ashton said
the EU regretted that the Myanmar
authorities did not ensure a free, fair
and inclusive electoral process. Nev-
ertheless the elections should offer
the opportunity for a new beginning
and greater pluralism. On 13 Novem-
ber 2010, top EU representatives paid
tribute to Aung San Suu Kyi following
her release from house arrest and called
for other political prisoners to be freed.
They also urged national reconciliation
and a transition to democracy.

For more information, see:
http://eeas.europa.eu/myanmar/
index_en.htm

EU renews North Korea visa
bans and asset freezes

The European Council on 22 December
2010 adopted a decision renewing
the lists of persons and entities in the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
(DPRK) who are subject to EU autono-
mous restrictive measures and adding
one individual and six entities to the
lists. The decision is the outcome of
the annual review of the EU lists of
persons and entities facing restrictive
measures due to their involvement in
the DPRK's nuclear-related, ballistic
missile-related or other weapons of
mass destruction-related programmes
or activities.

For more information, see:
www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/
cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/
foraff/118687.pdf

EU welcomes Canciin
Agreement on climate action

The European Union welcomes the
positive results of the Cancun climate
conference. The balanced and sub-
stantive package of decisions adopted
on 11 December 2010, known as
the Cancun Agreement, represents
an important further step on the road
to building a comprehensive and
legally binding framework for climate
action for the period after 2012. Connie
Hedegaard, European Commissioner
for Climate Action, said: “The EU came
to Cancun to get a substantial pack-
age of action-oriented decisions and
keep the international climate change
negotiations on track. We have helped
to deliver the successful outcome the
world expected and needed. But the
two weeks in Cancin have shown
once again how slow and difficult the
process is. Everyone needs to be aware
that we still have a long and challeng-
ing journey ahead of us to reach the
goal of a legally binding global climate
framework”.

For more information, see:
http://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/
international/negotiations_cancun_
en.htm

Cote d'lvoire: EU extends
visa ban list

The European Council on 31 December
2010 adopted a decision extending
travel restrictions against a further
group of persons who are obstructing
the peace process in Cote d’lvoire and
are jeopardising the proper outcome
of the electoral process. The EU stands
ready to take targeted restrictive meas-
ures against those who would continue
to obstruct the respect of the sovereign
will expressed by the Ivorian people.

For more information, see:
www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/
cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/
foraff/118700.pdf
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ASEM 8 summit reaffirms

ASEM 8 - BRUSSELS 2010

EU-Asia relations

The ASEM 8 Summit took place 4-5 October 2010

in the magnificent setting of the Royal Palace in
Belgium bringing together 49 Heads of State and
Government (or their deputies).

ASEM is a vital forum for dialogue
between Europe and Asia and has
been the main multilateral channel for
communication and dialogue between
Asia and Europe since 1996. The 45
ASEM partners represent half of the
world’s GDP, almost 60% of the world'’s
population and 60% of global trade.

The Summit addressed improving
global economic governance, sustainable
development, global issues, regional
issues, people-to-people relations
between Asia and Europe and the
future of ASEM.

Speaking at the culmination of the
summit President of the European
Council Herman van Rompuy said “We
had two days of open dialogue on a
wide range of global issues and deve-
lopments in Asia and Europe. We can
all feel encouraged by the common

commitment between Europe and Asia
to work together. We have reaffirmed
the strategic dialogue between our two
continents on the basis of equal part-
nership, mutual respect and benefit.”

The state of the world’'s economy fea-
tured high on the ASEM agenda. A key
output of the summit was the Brussels
declaration on more effective global
economic governance.

“With the adoption of the declaration
‘Towards more effective global eco-
nomic governance’, we, as leaders, have
displayed the resolve and unity of Asia
and Europe in pursuing the reform of
financial markets and supervision, aimed
at strengthening our financial institu-
tions. This remains our number one
priority,” said President van Rompuy.

Asia-Europe Meeting
ASEM 8 - BRUSSELS 2010

Commitment was reaffirmed by the
summit to the Millennium Develop-
ment Goals, and the particular need
to address the problems of the least
developed countries. A strong message
was also sent on the international
negotiations on biodiversity and the
important issue of climate change.
The summit furthermore expressed a
renewed commitment and momentum
to work toward the successful conclu-
sion of the Doha Round negotiations,
and encouraged the re-launching
of the ASEM Economic and Trade
Ministers’ Meetings.

A number of other key global issues
were also discussed. These included
piracy where there has been unprec-
edented cooperation between the
European Union and a number of Asian
countries in counter-piracy operations
off the Somali coast.
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President of
the European
Council Herman
Van Rompuy

José Manuel Durao Barroso President of the
European Commission met Abhisit Vejjajiva,
Prime Minister of Thailand in the margins

of ASEM 8 in Brussels 4 October 2010. These
are President Barroso’s comments following

the meeting.

“The European Union is a long standing
friend of Thailand and we follow very
closely the evolution of events in this
country.

The Prime Minister and | had a very
open and constructive discussion
notably on the prospects to advance
the national reconciliation process.
| assured Prime Minister Abhisit of the
European Union’s full support in this
endeavour.

Regarding our bilateral relationship,
we discussed the ongoing negotia-
tions on a Partnership and Cooperation

“We had an open discussion on complex
political and security questions,” said
President van Rompuy. “I am certain
that our direct dialogue, founded on
mutual respect, has helped to improve
the understanding of the different
positions held by partners. To this

Agreement (PCA).
| believe it is in our
mutual long-term
interest to solve the
remaining questions
and to conclude
the negotiations as
soon as possible in
a good spirit of
compromise.

komisija Espc

vpwnaixf E

ropeiska ko

We also reviewed current trade issues.
This is clearly a field where there is still
considerable untapped potential in our
relationship. | understand that Thailand
has completed its public consultation on

ASEM Student Summit showcases future leaders

On 13 September 2010, 24 students
from around Thailand gathered at
the Thai Ministry of Foreign Affairs as
representatives of member countries
of the Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM).

The students participated in the
first ever ASEM 8 Student Summit

organised by the Thai Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, the Delegation of the European
Union and the Belgian Embassy. Despite
being make-believe representatives,
the students’ negotiation and speak-
ing skills were of the highest standard.
24 students were chosen to participate
in the event from over ninety applica-
tions submitted. Of those Nattapon
Lertpraival from Thammasat Univer-
sity, Pakkamol Siriwat from Mahidol
University International College and
Worrachon Dulyavitya from Chu-
lalongkorn University were awarded a
five-day trip to Brussels, Belgium.

For more information, see:
www.asem8.be

regard | would like to stress the impor-
tance of the dialogue, among cultures
and civilizations to combat extremism.
| believe we still have to strengthen
our collective ASEM agenda in this
regard.”

José Manuel Barroso, European Commission President,
receives Abhisit Vejjajiva, Thai Prime Minister.

a possible Free Trade Agreement with
the EU. We are ready to engage on this
when Thailand is ready.”

Although the five-day trip to Brussels
was certainly a highlight for the three
winning students, it was the degree
of intellectual ability, leadership drive
and the unexpected friendships that
impressed them most. “Everyone at
the summit was really intelligent, moti-
vated and so fun to be around. | made
friends with many of them very quickly”
exclaimed Pakkamol Siriwat.

The ASEM 8 Student Summit was a
simulation of the 8th Asia-European
Meeting held in Brussels, in which 48
leaders from Asia and European coun-
tries, the European Commission and
the ASEAN Secretariat took part.
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The members of the jury awarded the prizes
to the three winners. Among them were
Ambassador David Lipman, Head of the EU
Delegation to Thailand, (far right); Belgian
Ambassador Rudi Veerstraeten (second right);
and Komate Kamalanavin, Deputy Director-
General, Thai Ministry of Foreign Affairs’s
Department of European Affairs (third left).
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Europe weathers
the economic storm

Economic turbulence has again swept Europe with
Ireland requiring a financial bailout and questions
swirling around the finances of other EU members.
Olli Rehn, European Commissioner for Economic
and Monetary Affairs spoke about the challenges
of building Europe’s economic future at the European
Economic Governance Monitor (EEGM) Policy Dialogue

in Brussels on 1 December 2010. Following are excerpts of his address.

Olli Rehn, European Commissioner for
Economic and Monetary Affairs

The past two years have been hard
going for economic policy making,
both globally and in Europe. When the
global financial crisis really hit after the
collapse of the Lehman Brothers, there
was a significant probability of a second
Great Depression. That was avoided.
But a Great Recession was not.

Preventing a replay of the 1930s
required extraordinary measures: an
unprecedented expansion of liquidity
provision by the central banks, extensive
capital support to financial institutions,
and widely applied Keynesian fiscal
stimulus.

While many of these actions had to
be improvised, at the key moments in
the autumn of 2008 the policy-makers
in Europe and the US and beyond
succeeded in coordinating their efforts
and put together robust responses to
stabilise the situation and pave way for
a gradual normalisation and recovery.

Crisis forced the necessary coordination.
As a side product, it has made G20 —
established a decade earlier — a central
forum of global policy coordination, or
governance.

Europe faced a similar moment of truth
last spring.

The consequences of the Great Recession
to public finances brought the issue of
sovereign default onto the European
policy scene. The most imminent threat
was the insolvency of Greece. After
some hesitation the European Union
and its Member States could agree on
providing, together with the IMF, financial
assistance to Greece, conditional on a
strict fiscal and structural adjustment
programme.

When the turmoil in the European
financial markets continued, a financial
backstop was created. This resolve to
do what it takes to safeguard financial
stability, and in particular backing up
the words by financing commitments
up to 750 billion euro stopped the slide
into a financial abyss.

The recent re-emergence of tensions
in the sovereign debt market has put
the financial backstops to a test. The
turmoil has centred on lIreland, where
the extraordinary banking problems
have created a huge burden on the
public finances, which were already
suffering from a major downturn.

Ireland subsequently requested financial
assistance from the EU. The Ecofin
Council concurred with the Commission
and the ECB that providing assistance
to Ireland is warranted to safeguard
financial stability in the EU and in the
euro area.

On 28 November 2010, decisions
were taken on a comprehensive EU-
IMF  package of financial assistance to

Ireland and on the key principles of
the future European Stabilisation
Mechanism.

As a whole, the decisions on 28
November constitute a resolute response
to the market turbulence. There should
thus be no doubt that when really
pressed by acute needs, Europe can act
decisively and effectively.

In our recent economic outlook for
Europe published on 29 November
2010 itis striking that there is an evident
dualism, even contradiction, between
the developments in the real economy,
on the one hand, and in the financial
markets, on the other hand. This fresh
forecast shows that the economic
recovery has taken hold and is currently
progressing in the real economy, while
the financial markets, especially sover-
eign debt markets, continue to show a
significant nervousness.

The key message of our forecast is that
the economic recovery has started in
Europe in 2010. GDP growth in 2010 is
forecast to be one and three quarters of
percent, slightly slowing down in 2011,
and then rebounding to two percent
in 2012. This upward revision is thanks
to both better export performance
and the rebalancing towards domestic
demand.

| am particularly encouraged by the
prospect that employment is finally set
to improve in 2011 in Europe. Another
important figure in the economic outlook
is that public deficits are beginning to
decline, thanks to the consolidation
measures taken and thanks to the
resumption of growth.
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EU sets assertive trade policy
agenda for next five years

The European Commission has laid out its blueprint for an EU trade policy
to help revitalise Europe’s economy. A discussion paper “Trade, Growth
and World Affairs”, analyses how trade is an engine for economic growth
and job creation. It proposes a strategy to reduce trade barriers, to open
global markets and to get a fair deal for European businesses. The over-
arching aim is to take a more assertive approach to ensure the benefits of
trade reach European citizens.

“Trade is working for Europe’s economic
recovery by ensuring growth and jobs,”
said EU Trade Commissioner Karel De
Gucht. “A renewed trade strategy will
open markets and connect Europe to
the main sources and regions of global
growth. My aim is to ensure that Euro-
pean business gets a fair deal and that
our rights are respected so that all of us
can enjoy the benefits of trade.”

The paper sets out the triple benefit of
trade for Europe: stronger economic
growth, more jobs and increased con-
sumer choice at lower prices.

The Commission plans to use trade
policy to help exit the current crisis and
to create the right environment for a
strong EU economy. Specifically, the
Commission proposes:

e to complete its ambitious negotia-
ting agenda at the WTO and with major
trading partners such as India and
Mercosur;

e to deepen trade relations with other
strategic partners, such as the US,
China, Russia and Japan;

The EU’s trade agenda:
What impact for Thailand?

Speaking about the EU’s trade policy agenda,
Ambassador David Lipman, Head of the EU
Delegation to Thailand said, “The EU is cur-
rently pursuing free trade negotiations with
Malaysia and Singapore while it is exploring
possibilities with Vietnam. Should free-trade

deals be struck, these countries will get bet- y

ter terms of trade than Thailand. In addition, the new Rules of Origin for
Least Developed Countries including Laos and Cambodia incorporate more
relaxed requirements for exports to Europe, particularly on textiles but also
on other labour intensive industries. As a result, Thailand runs the risk that it
will be surrounded by countries that have better export terms to Europe than
it does, thus losing some export competitiveness. The good news is that the
EU stands ready to explore an ambitious deal that can put Thailand on a par
with all of its neighbours should the Thai government wish to make such a

commitment.”

e to help European businesses access
global markets by setting up a mecha-
nism to redress the balance between
open markets in the EU (for example in
public procurement) and more closed
markets with its trading partners;

e to start negotiating comprehensive
investment provisions with key trading
partners;

e to make sure trade is fair, and EU
rights are properly enforced,;

e to ensure trade remains inclusive so
that the benefits go to the many, not
the few. The EU will continue to use
trade to support development through
a new framework of rules for trade
preferences for developing countries.

The discussion paper is accompanied
by two more documents. A report
on “Progress achieved on the Global
Europe strategy 2006-2010" reviews
progress made over the last five years
in achieving further trade opening
between the EU and its trading partners.
A working paper “Trade as a driver
of prosperity” shows the contribution
that sustainable, smart and inclusive
trade can make to growth and job
creation, and examines the most
important remaining barriers to trade
in goods, services and investment.

For more information, see:
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/trade-
growth-and-jobs/
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From left: Mir Vincent van den Berk,

Coordinator, EU FLEGT Asia Programme;

HE David Lipman, Ambassador and

Head of the EU Delegation; HE Pisan Manawapat,
Ambassador of Thailand to the European Union
and Dr Theerapat Prayurasiddhi, Deputy
Director-General, Royal Forestry Department,
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment

EU timber regulations discussed

The EU Delegation to Thailand with the
Royal Forestry Department organised
a public conference entitled Exporting
Furniture & Timber Products to the EU:
lllegal Logging Forest Law Enforcement,
Governance and Trade (FLEGT) 16
September 2010. The event explained
to participants from the Thai private
sector as well as policy makers the
EU’s new requirements on timber and
timber products and presented the EU’s
action plan on forest law enforcement
governance and trade.
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From left: Mr Hermann Brei, Federal Ministry
for Food, Agriculture and Consumer Protection
of Germany; Prof Kimmo Peltnen, Finnish
Food Safety Authority; Dr Sakchai Sriboonsue
Secretary-General of ACFS and Mr Antonio
Berenguer, Trade Counsellor of EU Delegation.

Food additives and novel foods
seminar

The EU Delegation to Thailand, National
Bureau of Agricultural Commaodities and
Food Standards and the Ministry of
Agriculture and Cooperatives jointly
organised a seminar entitled “Doing
business with the EU: Regulation on Food
additives and Novel Food” 14 October.
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EU ambassadors go back to school

Ambassadors and diplomats from four-
teen EU Member State Embassies and
the EU Delegation paid visits recently to
schools in Bangkok as a part of the EU’s
efforts to engage with young people
and promote better understanding of
what the EU is and what it does. During
the visits EU representatives gave pres-
entations and engaged in Q&A sessions
with students and staff.

Hurmarn DNA,
kel

EU approach to next generation
mobile

Mr Christophe Forax of the European
Commission’s Directorate General for
ICT gave a presentation on how regu-
latory authorities in the EU approach
the roll out of next-generation mobile
and fixed networks at a conference
organised by the National Telecommu-
nications Commission on 8 September

2010.
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Students of
Depsirin School
interact with

HE David Lipman,
Ambassador

and Head of the
EU Delegation,
during the Q & A
session.
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HE David Lipman, Ambassador and Head of
the EU Delegation (left) with OCSC Deputy

Secretary General, Mr Charnvit Krairiksh at

the European Union booth.

EU Higher Education Fair 2010
Held in Bangkok 6 — 7 November 2010 at

Siam Paragon the EU-funded European
Higher Education Fair (EHEF2010) high-
lighted the wealth of higher education
opportunities available at leading univer-
sities in the 27 member states of the EU.
The event acts as an annual gateway to
studying in Europe, giving students and
parents the opportunity to meet face-
to-face with professors and educational
advisors from many European countries.
A series of short public seminars were
organised to inform about the different
countries and new scholarship opportu-

nities for studying in the EU.

GinssAnsAnusiaglsy 2553

uilnssamsfnesieglsul 2553 (EHEF
2010) Fedntufispamsneudiafuil 6-7
woAdIneu 2553  lalanalviiniSeu
LLﬂtﬂﬂﬂﬂiﬂ\ﬂﬁL%ﬂuinﬁﬂ’)ﬁunﬁiﬁmeﬂﬁiﬂ
szﬁuqﬂuﬁnuﬂu 27 UszimAandndy
391U EHEF ﬁoﬁmvﬁuﬂuﬂizémnﬂ Wiy
wileuvszagniasfnenseluglsy e
wazfunasaalidlontanudsyaqelag
AseiuaIIdNT IR uaz LIt
wuziuINIAnsIINTassTnaluglsy
uananiflusenieTuemdefinaussens
Wenfunsfnendeludsemesie Tuglsy
sauﬁﬂammanumsﬁnm

From left: HE Rudi Veestraeten, Ambassador
of Belgium representing the EU

Presidency; HE David Lipman, Ambassador
and Head of the EU Delegation and

Mr Thepchai Yong, Managing Director

of TPBS, open the Festival in Bangkok.

EU Film Festival 2010

A grand selection of films by some of
the best European directors featured
at the European Film Festival 2010 in
Bangkok and Chiang Mai in October.
19 films from 16 EU member states
were screened during this year’s festival
which took place for the first time at
the Bangkok Arts and Culture Centre
(BACC). Meanwhile movie goers could
also enjoy the tastes of Europe with a
European food festival taking place
alongside. In Chiang Mai the festival
was organised outdoors for the first
time at the 140-year-old Lanna Ancient
House. Screenings in both cities were

free of charge.
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From left: Mr Nicholas Rosellini, UNDP; Ms
Katalin Demeter, WB-GFDRR; Mr Attila Nytrai,
Deputy Head of the EU Delegation and

Mr Adthaporn Singhaichai, Department of
Disaster Prevention and Mitigation.

ARF Training on Post-Disaster
Needs Assessment

Training on Developing a Common
Framework for Post-Disaster Needs
Assessment (PDNA), Recovery and
Reconstruction in Asia was held in
Bangkok 25-26 November 2010. The
session was organised by Thailand and
the European Union with the finan-
cial support of the World Bank Global
Facility for Disaster Reduction and
Recovery (WB-GFDRR) and with techni-
cal support and expertise provided by
WB-GFDRR and UNDP. 32 representa-
tives from 15 ASEAN Regional Forum
(ARF) participants as well as the ASEAN
Secretariat took part.
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Preparing for disasters saves lives

“Flooding in Thailand” and “Vietnam floods”, “Super-Typhoon strikes the
Philippines” and “Volcanic eruption in Indonesia” — the headlines

of the past weeks remind us of the fact that Southeast Asia is among the
most disaster-prone regions in the world. The human and material

losses caused by natural disasters each year are considerable from a social
and economic point of view, reducing in particular the development
potential of the poorer countries or populations.

Thailand is fortunate that it has a well
developed disaster response infrastruc-
ture and its economy is strong enough
to help the survivors of such disasters
to recover quickly. However, trends are
worrying, with an increasing number and
severity of natural disasters. New types of
vulnerabilities are emerging. With climate
change we will face challenges such as
rising sea levels, which may threaten
some of the region’s largest cities.

While risks are high, national and local
governments are often not sufficiently
prepared or are over stretched by the
extent, recurrence and intensity of
natural disasters. The affected commu-
nities are also the first to respond. It has
been proven that better organised and
prepared communities show improved
resilience to external shocks and suffer
less damage from disasters.

On 13 October 2010 countries in the
region marked World Disaster Prepared-
ness Day with events in capitals through-
out the region, raising public awareness
about the benefits of Disaster Risk
Reduction.

Through its Disaster Preparedness
Programme-DIPECHO, the European
Commission’s Humanitarian Aid and
Civil Protection department (ECHO) con-
tributes to building the resilience of
communities facing recurrent natural
disasters, with a view to protect people’s
lives and livelihoods when hazards
suddenly strike.

“Disaster preparedness not only saves
lives”, stated David Verboom, the Head
of ECHO's Regional Support Office in
Bangkok. “For every Euro or Dollar spent
on disaster preparedness, you can save
up to four Euros or Dollars on the cost of
reconstruction and rehabilitation efforts
after a disaster has struck”.

In Southeast Asia, since 1998, DIPECHO
has supported 131 actions for over € 40
million. DIPECHO is currently running its
7th Action Plan, with 22 projects worth
€10 million being implemented. While
most projects are in Thailand’s neigh-
boring countries, Thailand benefits from
the exchange of experiences, as well as
through regional initiatives supporting
the ASEAN Secretariat and Member
States in the implementation of the
Agreement on Disaster Management
and Emergency Response.

Projects are being implemented in
Vietnam, Lao PDR, Cambodia, the
Philippines, Indonesia and, for the first
time, in Myanmar. Actions focus on
community-based activities, local capa-
city building, small scale mitigation
actions, early warning systems, education,
and public awareness campaigns.

Models for community-based disaster
preparedness approaches have been
tested and perfected over a decade, with
impact at both local and national levels.
As seen again during the 2009 devas-
tating typhoon season in Vietnam, the

Photo: CARE Netherlands

Volunteers participating in a search & rescue
exercise in the Philippines

people who adopted such approaches
suffered less damage and, most impor-
tantly, less loss of life. In the Philippines,
the recently adopted Philippines Disaster
Management Law institutionalises some
of the experience developed under the
DIPECHO programme. Ultimately, such
improvements will affect positively the
lives of the poorest and most vulnerable.

DIPECHO projects are implemented by
ECHOQO'’s partners: Non Governmental
Organisations, UN Agencies and the Red
Cross family. For more information, see:

http://ec.europa.eu/echo
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Youth leaders collaborate to develop messages about human trafficking

Young people from around the Greater Mekong
sub region met in Bangkok in October 2010

to give voice to the concerns of young people
about human trafficking and migration. Save the
Children, one of the organisers of this event,

discusses the forum.

Khmer, Thai, Burmese, Mandarin,
Laotian and Vietnamese rang out
through the room as participants of the
3rd Mekong Youth Forum on Human
Trafficking and Migration worked on an
assignment. They had spent the opening
day taking pictures which reflected
ideas of human trafficking and were
creating captions for an art installation
based on their photos. To accompany
their work, youth leaders from each
country collaborated on creating a
poem describing the challenges that
vulnerable children face in their commu-
nities. These creative activities stimu-
lated a discussion on the situation of
children in the Mekong region along
with the factors that cause risky migra-

tion and create vulnerabilities which
can be exploited through trafficking.

Based on their recommendations created
during national level youth forums, the
Mekong Youth Forum participants dis-
cussed the impact that poverty and a lack
of opportunity have in their communities
along with the lack of awareness about
trafficking among children considering
migration. As the workshop progressed
they consulted each other regarding their
recommendations and considered how
they would engage their governments
during a formal dialogue to be held at the
end of the forum.

Background

This year the 39 Mekong Youth Forum on
Human Trafficking and Migration (MYF)
brought together 30 child and youth
leaders from the Greater Mekong Sub
— region (GMS) to represent their peers
in Cambodia, China, Laos, Myanmar,
Thailand, and Vietnam. Organised by Save
the Children, World Vision International,
the United Nations Inter — Agency Project
on Human Trafficking, and the ILO with
support from the European Union and
the Thai government, the Mekong Youth
Forum represents one of the few oppor-
tunities that young people have to dia-
logue directly with their governments.

Elected by their peers through national
youth forums, the participants of the MYF
are leaders in their communities. As advo-

! L el
Young people speak out

cates for youth participation they draw
upon their experiences to discuss personal
situations within vulnerable communities
of migrants and survivors of trafficking.
They lead community based child protec-
tion groups, educate peers, consult with
authorities, and organise children and
adults to promote safer migration and
prevent trafficking. They also travelled to
Bangkok, Thailand to share their recom-
mendations on trafficking and migration
with each other.

Youth voices are not often heard by gov-
ernment policy makers through official
channels. Over the course of previous
forumes, this has changed as governments
have moved from listening to youth voices
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to actively using them to inform policy
decisions. The MYF brings together young
people for a week long workshop that
culminates in a dialogue with senior
officials from their governments. During
this time they combine and hone their
national recommendations to create a set
of regional recommendations that reflect
their views, knowledge, and suggestions
on fighting human trafficking. Govern-
ment officials in turn discuss methods
for making youth participation more
sustainable in safe migration and anti—
trafficking programmes. Together with the
youth representatives they will discuss in-
corporating the recommendations from
the children of the Mekong region into
counter — trafficking policies which will be
presented to the COMMIT (Coordinated
Mekong Ministerial Initiative Against Traf-
ficking), the regional policy-making body
on anti-trafficking.

Originating in 2004 as the Mekong
Children’s Forum, and growing into the
Mekong Youth Forum in 2007, the 3¢
MYF on Human Trafficking and Migration
gained wide recognition for promoting
youth participation and partnerships with
government actors. This year the forum
also sought to engage the general public
and attitudes towards trafficking and
migration through partnerships with
Mekong based artists. Through EU sup-
port, Save the Children’s Cross-border
Programme has collaborated with the
Philippine Educational Theatre Association
(PETA) to initiate wider engagement with
the arts community. By combining social
issues into their work they are bringing
new understanding to the situation of
children, migrants, and survivors of traf-
ficking and challenging attitudes and
ideas on these issues through the crea-
tion of new culture. Artist groups from
Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, and Thailand
are involved in disseminating the spirit
of this year's forum and are bringing the
messages to ever widening audiences.

“Youth from six countries
get together and think,
talk, and act to make
good recommendations
and show government
officers how to prepare
and protect us from
human trafficking.”
Fangkun, China, Mekong
Youth Forum 2007
participant, Mekong
Youth Forum 2010 Youth
Facilitator

Promoting child protection through the arts

Working with Artists

In partnership with PETA, Save the
Children with EU support is addressing
the cultures of discrimination that
surround trafficking and migration.
Parallel to the Mekong Youth Forum is
the PETA Laboratory which has worked
with artists from Myanmar, Cambodia,
Laos, and Thailand to explore how
to incorporate social issues into their
artwork. The artists are promoting child
protection through their productions
which resonate with audiences and
shape new perspectives on the issues
along with creating greater awareness
on trafficking and exploitation in the
Mekong.

3 Mekong Youth Forum on Human
Trafficking and Migration

The workshop participants are listening
to each other intently during a rehearsal
break. They have just run through short
role plays to communicate an aspect
of trafficking in their home countries.
The young participants face each other
answering many questions about the role
of children and governments and how
they can work together to confront
the issue. Some of their stories and
experiences are shocking, though their
work as leaders remains inspiring. The

discussion among the participants reflects
their many years of work in communities
as organisers, peer educators, and leaders.
Soon, senior government officials from
each Mekong country will be on hand to
talk and listen to the voices of children.
With the recommendations of the youth
on trafficking and migration we can
continue to move forward and follow
the children’s call to action, “Let's Talk,
Let's Act!”

For more information, see:
http://crossborderprogramme.
wordpress.com/tag/mekong-youth-
forum/
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EU-Thailand intervarsity
debate goes green

Over 250 students, from some 25 universities and
high schools around Thailand engaged in intellec-
tually stimulating yet environmentally conscious
debate during the 6th European Union-Thailand
National Intervarsity Debate Championships from
August 30 to September 3, 2010.

Assoc Prof Dr Rassmidara Hoonsawat, Interim Dean of Mahidol University
International College, and Beatriz Martins, Head of Political, Press and Information
Section of the EU Delegation, present the trophy to the winning team from
Mahidol University.

The final round in the university category
saw a team from Mahidol University
International College defeat a team
from Assumption University on the
motion “This house believes that the
European Union Emission Trading
Scheme [EU ETS] can serve as a model
for Thailand”.

Organised by the Delegation of the
European Union to Thailand in
collaboration with Mahidol University
International College this year’'s event
took place with the environment in
mind. Students not only engaged in
debates on environmental issues but
also participated in carbon offsetting

activities such as tree planting. They
furthermore sought to reduce their
consumption of paper, water and
energy. A number of environmental
NGOs helped cultivate awareness
amongst the students through presen-
tations during the championship.

Speaking at the awards ceremony,
Beatriz Martins, Head of Political, Press
and Information Section at the Del-
egation of the European Union to
Thailand said, “In organising the tour-
nament, we work closely with the Thai
debate society in order to support
and promote a healthy debate culture
in Thailand, a quality that is a crucial
element of all democratic societies. It
is our goal to encourage an informed
and proactive young generation.”

Another successful first was the partici-
pation of several new institutions from
different parts of Thailand. Newcomers
included teams from Chiang Mai Uni-
versity, Nakhon Ratchasima Rajabhat
University, Prince of Songkla University,
Benjamarachutit Nakhon Si Thammarat
School and the Demonstration School
of Khon Kaen University.

“A lot of students from the new in-
stitutions this year were both really
interested in the debates and the envi-
ronmental initiative,” said Arpapron
Tangkrisanakajorn, the Deputy Chief
Adjudicator from Pattumwan Demon-
stration School.

“Many of them asked for advice on how
to improve their debating skills as well as
how they could go about launching envi-
ronmental initiatives at their institutions”

For more information, see:
www.euthdebate.com
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New EU customs rules to

benefit developing countries
s:ifsuAannsivevdgiiious:lou

aus:inFAn1avuwmnIu

The European Commission on 18 November 2010 adopted a regulation
revising rules of origin for products imported under the generalised system
of preferences (GSP). This relaxes and simplifies rules and procedures for
developing countries wishing to access the EU’s preferential trade arrange-
ments. The new rules of origin entered into force from 1 January 2011.

The new rules of origin have been con-
siderably simplified so that they are
easier for developing countries to under-
stand and to comply with. The new rules
take into account the specificities of
different sectors of production and
particular processing requirements,
amongst other things. In addition,
special provisions are included for Least
Developed Countries (LDCs) which
allows them to claim origin for many
more goods which are processed in their
territories, even if the primary materials
do not originate there. For instance,

an operator in Laos that produces and
exports garments to the EU will benefit
from the new rules of origin, because
garments manufactured in Laos on the
basis of fabric imported from other
countries can still be considered as
originating from Laos as long as they
undergo a single transformation from
fabric to clothing. These new rules
should greatly benefit the industries and
economies of the world’s poorest coun-
tries.

The regulation also incorporates a new

procedure for making out proofs of
origin, which places more responsibility
on the operators. From 2017, the current
system of certification of origin carried
out by the third country authorities will
be replaced by statements of origin
made out directly by exporters regis-
tered via an electronic system. This will
allow the authorities of the exporting
country to re-focus their resources on
better controls against fraud and abuse,
while reducing red-tape for businesses.
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For more information, see:
ployaiiisAnléi
http://ec.europa.eu/taxation__
customs/customs/customs___
duties/rules__origin/preferential/
article__777__en.htm
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Recent publications
nuztinntoaelviu

Human rights
11 (amocracy
in the world

Facts and figures on the Common Fisheries Policy

45 pp.
Catalogue number: KL-AH-09-001-EN-C

http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/documentation/publications/pcp_en.pdf

The brochure explains the fisheries and
aquaculture sector in figures. It is based mainly
on data compiled by Eurostat, the European
Union Statistics Office, but also on figures
collected by the European Commission and the
FAO. It reviews the latest developments in the
fisheries sector in the 27 EU countries and in the
candidate countries.
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EU contribution to the Millennium Development Goals

25 pp.
Catalogue number: KQ-31-10-554-EN-C

http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/infopoint/publications/europeaid/documents/188a_mdg_en.pdf

This brochure illustrates how European Commis-
sion-financed programmes have contributed to
the eight MDGs in the past five years (2004-
2009).

Supporting a climate for change:

TustSianiinandslasemasineg inaensssn
snsylsulaTinsafuayudiunsduiiiatn
1ﬂ§nﬂsu5iqLi"hwmﬂmﬁﬁmmLLﬁoaﬁ’ma‘w
(MDG) sreudnlusouvditnusn (.. 2547-
2559)

the EU and developing countries working together

36pp. — 19x27 cm
Catalogue number: KQ-80-09-989-EN-C

http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/infopoint/publications/europeaid/documents/162a_en.pdf

This brochure highlights through practical
examples key areas of intervention by the
European Union and its partner countries to
face the climate change challenge.
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Human rights and democracy in the world - report on

EU action July 2008 to December 2009

195pp. - A4

http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/human_rights/docs/hr_report_2010_en.pdf

A commitment to human rights and democracy
is at the heart of the EU. This report seeks to
explain how that commitment is put into
practice, and why it matters, focusing on human
rights and democracy in the world, beyond
the EU.

ﬁw%ugﬂwuua:ﬂi:m%ﬂ‘lmaLfluﬁuﬁnizﬁ
andieBashuanean seauatiuilesuneis
1341 LﬁumumaoﬁgLLa:ﬂawuﬁﬂﬁ’mmaoL%‘aa
é’onsi’rﬂﬂﬂﬂiamquﬁw%uqﬁwuLLa:ﬂs:m-
sulaealan

No.38 ® January 2011 EU today

23



New look for

EU Delegation website
Bulspanu:tiinuanniwelsulauing

The Delegation of the European Union to Thailand
is pleased to announce the launch of its new
and improved website at www.deltha.ec.

Daiegation in Thaltand europa.eu.

_ The site has been revamped to make it easier

OR/UEEE + B2 Towviion
2 Senrghin W ieere

to navigate and highlights information about
relations between Thailand and the EU as well
as about the EU in general. There are also a
wide range of links to other EU information
and institutions.

Following the launch of the new look website,

the Delegation will no longer publish the

hardcopy EUtoday newsletter with EUtoday

issue 38 is the last printed issue. Check out
PSS DA il Ao A o Saiscos, Sumpue o our site regularly for future e-publications and
oo b o o8 & e 2 v The N et B o etk e oy other up-to-date information.

Az funuannngladussindsemalnedsena
WadSulodusudysindd - www.deltha.ec.
europa.eu
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The Delegation of AUUNU The Delegation of the European
the European Union anmiwglsu Union to Thailand

19t Floor, Kian Gwan House 2

The European Union Delegations are diplomatic ﬂm:Q’Lmuﬂwmwqismﬁuﬂmzétmumamigm 140/1 Wireless Road, Bangkok 10330
missions and represent European interests in wazifhusunuauanaUselomisneg  vasananwelsy An:gunuanniwglsuus:sus:inealng
many areas. They do not duplicate the activi- | 5, o155 o0 dotion Misnumn - F0ssinARaNSN S SRS 2

ties of the embassies of the European Union i e g o 140/1 ouwdnE nsemWe 10330

Member States; instead they take the lead in mnuafunumiilufanisifinisdanisiaaiuly <
areas that are dealt with at the European, rather seiuglay wnumsueniunlasusasdssme Tel: 0 2305 2600/2700 Fax: 0 2255 9113
than the national level.

E-mail: delegation-thailand@ec.europa.eu
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