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EUROPEAN UNION SUPPORTS HUMAN RIGHTS
AND DEMOCRACY IN TAJIKISTAN

The European Union has recently started fun@ingew projectsunder the'European Instrument
for Democracy and Human Rights" programme (EIDHR), for a total amount dEUR 1 397 837

The general objective of the EIDHR instrument i€éntribute to the development and consolidation
of democracy and the rule of law and respect ofdumghts and fundamental freedoms within the
framework of the EU policyon development cooperation and economic, finanaia technical
cooperation with third countrie$his instrument aims at enabling civil society ezbme an effective
force for defence of human rights and safeguardergocratic principles.

The five selected projects are as follows

The two-year projectMigrant workers and their families: Empowered institutions — protected
rights" implemented by DanskChurchAid (DCA) aims at prémgand protecting human rights of
Tajik migrant workers and members of their famil{g8VATF) through improved capacity of duty
bearers and Civil Society Organizations (CSOs), emthnced cooperation among these institutions.
The project will be implemented together with logartners Human Rights Centre, MHaids and
Gamkhori in Dushanbe, Hissar and Khatlon oblake Action builds on interventions at three levels:
actions at the level of state institutions to ratgillabour migration, Civil Society Organizatiohsitt

will lobby state institutions and influence impronent of labour migration policy and at the level of
the final beneficiaries in raising their awarenasd empowering to participate in policy making.

Institute for War and Peace Reporting (IWPR) intpership with the Centre for Investigative
Journalism of Tajikistan (CIJT) and NGO "Perspeztiv" have started working towards
“Empowering Media and Civil Society Activists to Sypport Democratic Reforms in Tajikistan”,
The three years project aims to encourage closgeration between leading human rights activists
and independent media; improve the capacity ofkTajedia to conduct investigative journalism
projects and analytical reporting; and stimulatestauctive dialogue between human rights CSOs,
media, and local and national government officials.

The project*'SECRET: Social-Economic and Cultural Rights of Prisoners and Ex-prisoners in
Tajikistan” is designed and will be implemented by the Gerld&0O Institute for International
Cooperation of the German Adult Education Assooia{idvv international) together with two local
partners — Bureau on Human Rights and Rule of Lamt GO Jahon. The project will be
implemented in Nurek town (Female Prison #3) anBushanbe, Khorog, Khujand and Kurgan-tube
cities (ex-prisoners) over a period of 24 monthse Pproject aims at strengthening social, economic
and cultural rights for one of the most disadvaetagroup of the population — female prisoners and
ex-prisoners of both genders, by increasing theiolvement in learning and production activities
within the prison; and providing legal and psyclgital consultations, personal development trainings
and professional orientation consultations for @lag-integration.

International Alert' new two-year project is emtttl"Building bridges: Promoting the role and
capacity of civil society to close the gap betweesociety and democratisation processes in
Tajikistan" . Promotion of civil society positions on key p@lidssues vis-a-vis international
institutions and national government representafivecreasing their capacity in policy analysis and
advocacy and creation of a safe forum for a divgreeip of civil society representatives to engage
each other on important policy topics during a @lparliamentary election cycle are at the core of
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this action. Project activities will include reselar dialogue events and training workshops thakt wil
benefit over 400 members of Tajik civil society. ift expected that participating civil society
representatives will have stronger skills for figaflng dialogue and building consensus, and that a

result greater collaboration will be promoted amblry issues.

The purpose of the two-year projéRapid Response to Protection Threats and Refugee8sylum
Seekers and Stateless Persons in Tajikistanfplemented by Danish Refugee Council (DRC) is to
ensure a rapid response to the emergency and irataddgal needs of refugees and asylum seekers in
Tajikistan by provision of legal advice and repraation, especially regarding illegal deportatiowl a
refoulement; by strengthening the capacity of T#ial advocates in refugee law; identifying and
referring potential resettlement cases to UNHCR lay conducting refugee community outreach on
resettlement issues as well as to improve the giote environment for displaced persons by
conducting advocacy work, to strengthen governnueny-bearers and other stakeholders, against
illegal deportation and refoulement of refugees aiér asylum protection issues.

The European Union, composed of 28 Member Statdbeiworld’s biggest aid donor. Tajikistan gets
the main share of bilateral assistance in the @eAsian region (€66 million for 2007-2010 and 62
million for 2011-2013) in support to sector prograes, technical assistance and grants. It focuses on
social protection, health and private sector dgumknt, underpinned by public finance management.
Tajikistan also receives regional and thematicstessce in areas like border management and drug
control (BOMCA/CADAP), education (TEMPUS, Erasmusihdlus), water / environment, migration,
human rights and democracy (EIDHR), non-State adNSA) and SME development (CA-Invest).
The total value of EU assistance disbursed to &k since 1992 is over €600 million.
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