PRESS RELEASE

Nation-wide needs assessment launched by the Union of Craftsmen of Tajikistan

Dushanbe, December 11, 2014 - The Union of Craftsmen of Tajikistan (UCT), organization
established in 2012 to bring together Tajik artisans, develop their professional skills and improve
the quality of their production, launched a national insight survey aimed at identifying the
priority needs in the handicraft sector.

The survey, drafted in Russian and Tajik and composed of 41 questions, was administered to a
pilot group of fifty artisans at the occasion of the “Winter Handicraft Fair & International Day of
Persons of Disability”, held at the Ismail Centre Dushanbe on the 6 and 7 of December. The
questionnaire was developed by the UCT together with the National Association of Small and
Medium Businesses of Tajikistan (NASMB) and Cesvi, under the auspices of the Ministry of
Economic Development and Trade of the Republic of Tajikistan (MEDT).

The objective of the study is twofold: on the one hand, it will provide an accurate and up-to-date
census of the artisans living and working in Tajikistan. On the other hand, the survey will
identify the main needs perceived by the craftsmen and will collect recommendations to improve
their working and living conditions, thus facilitating the definition by the Ministry of Economic
Development and Trade of a comprehensive strategy for the development of the sector. The
success of this initiative, which is born at the civil society level, is in fact mostly relying on the
capacity and willingness of the responsible Government Agencies to ensure proper policy and
legislative follow-up to the findings of the analysis.

The on-field campaign will begin in January, when the UCT will start distributing the survey on
the national territory, at the same time informing artisans on its rationale and objectives. The
first results are due by the first quarter of 2015.

This initiative is realized within the framework of the project "Handicraft and business through
regional integration and fair trade market"”, funded by the European Union under the Central
Asia Invest Programme. The project is promoting the development of Tajik and Kyrgyz
handicraft SMEs through the reinforcement of sectoral Business Intermediary Organization
(B10s).

To have more information, please contact: Marco Alfieri, Cesvi Project Manager
(marcoalfieri@cesvioverseas.org) or Umed Alimov, UCT PR Expert, Tel: +992 90 000 1505,
email: umed.alimov1990@gmail.com.
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Union of Craftsmen of Tajikistan (UCT)

15Aini st., Dushanbe, Republic of Tajikistan

Tel: +992 (907) 111457

e-mail: huseyngulyamov@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/154847428047837/
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National Association of Small and Medium Enterprises of the Republic of Tajikistan (NASMB)
3 Loik Sherali st., 734003, Dushanbe, Republic of Tajikistan
Tel: (+992 44) 62500 08
e-mail: info@namsb.tj
WWw.namsb.tj
https://www.facebook.com/namsb.tj
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Bishkek Business Club
245/1, Chui Street, Bishkek,
Kyrgyzstan

Tel: (+996 312) 89 86 80
e-mail: office@bdk.kg
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PromoFirenze, Special Agency of the Chamber of Commerce of Florence
Via del Castello D’ Altafronte, 11 — 50122 Firenze — ltaly
Tel. +39 055 267141
e-mail: laura.tettamanti@promofirenze.it
www.promofirenze.it
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