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PRESS-RELEASE

From Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan to Europe on a Study Tour

Dushanbe, 17 April 2014 - Within the framework of the EU-funded project “Handicraft and Business
through Regional Integration and Fair Trade Market”, the International NGO Cesvi will organize a 10-
day European Study Tour for a Central Asian delegation composed of Tajik and Kyrgyz stakeholders.

The Tour will bring representatives from Tajik ad Kyrgyz Economic Ministries and Business
Intermediary Organizations to share their views and experiences and explore together, through the study
of some European best practices, the potentials of the Central Asia handicraft as a strategic opportunity
for job creation and economic growth.

Deputy Minister Gulru Qayumova, from the Ministry of Economic Development and Trade of the
Republic of Tajikistan, will be one of the members of the delegation. "The Study Tour will change our
vision of the handicraft —-Ms Qayumova explains- and it is agreat opportunity to learn from the
experience of other countries and establish contacts for fruitful partnerships with our Kyrgyz
neighbours".

The group will travel to the Netherlands (April 21-22) to visit the World Fair Trade Organization; then to
Belgium (April 23-25), for a series of meetings with representatives from the European Parliament, the
European External Action Service and the European Commission’s DG Enterprise; and finally to
Italy (April 26-29), where it will participate in the International Handicrafts Trade Fair of Florence and
will meet local craftsmen and entrepreneurs.

Established in Italy in 1985, Cesvi is working in Tajikistan since 2001, where it implements humanitarian
and development projects encompassing sectors such as environment protection, rural development,
disaster risk reduction and income generating activities. The 2-year project “Handicraft and Business
through Regional Integration and Fair Trade Market”, started in January 2014, is funded under the
European Union’s Central Asia Invest Program, that promotes the development of the private sector,
especially of small and medium-sized enterprises, in Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan,
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan.

"The study tour is only the first of a number of Tajik/Kyrgyz joint initiatives — Marco Alfieri, Cesvi
Project Manager, says - The project will create concrete opportunities for mutual collaboration between
the two countries in the spirit of the Regional integration promoted by the Central Asia Invest
Programme".

For further information, please, contact: Marco Alfieri, Cesvi Project Manager: +992 224 67 28. E-mail:
marcoalfieri@cesvioverseas.org. On the web: http://www.cesvi.eu/news/handicraft-and-business
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Union of Craftsmen of Tajikistan
(UCT)

Aini st. 15, Dushanbe, Republic of
Tajikistan

Tel: +992 (917) 034349

e-mail: anisa.sabiri@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1548
47428047837/
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National Association of Small and
Medium Enterprises of the Republic of
Tajikistan (NASMB)

Firdavsi st., 734003, Dushanbe, Republic
of Tajikistan

Tel: (+992 44) 625 00 08

e-mail: info@namsb.tj

www.namsb.tj
https://www.facebook.com/namsb.tj
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BISHKEK
BUSINESS CLUB
Bishkek Business Club
40/1, Togolok Moldo Street, Bishkek,,
Kyrgyzstan
Tel: (+996 312) 93 55 81
e-mail: office@bdk.kg
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PromoFirenze, Special Agency of the
Chamber of Commerce of Florence

Via del Castello D'Altafronte, 11 - 50122
Firenze — Italy

Tel. +39 055 267141

e-mail: laura.tettamanti@promofirenze.it

www.promofirenze.it
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