PRESS RELEASE

EU-funded Project Or ganizes Study T our to Portugal and Spain to Share 6 May 2013

European Practice on Water Management

Bishkek — From 5 to 11 May 2013 the EU-funded proje  ct “Water Management and Basin Organisations in
Central Asia (WMBOCA)” organizes a study tour to Sp  ain and Portugal to share best European practice in
the area of water management with particular focus on transboundary basins.

The delegation consists of representatives of National Water Resources Management Agencies of Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan. Participants will get practical field exposure to river basin management
and planning in Portugal and Spain. The focus will be on transboundary basins, looking at institutional
mechanisms and tools used by management agencies and other relevant stakeholders in water and agricultural
sectors.

The visit will concentrate on getting first-hand information from national water resources management agencies,
water service utilities, farm enterprises and water users associations (WUAS) regarding establishment, functions,
legal framework, management and challenges faced in transboundary water management context. The
programme includes meetings at Spanish Guadiana River and Portuguese Tagus River Basin District
Administrations, Geo-Systems Research Centre of Technical University of Lisbon, field visits to irrigation systems,
water supply and management facilities, etc.

With regards to regional water management, the following will be discussed: the implementation of the European
Water Framework Directive, related harmonisation of the national legal framework and river basin management
approach. Special focus will be given to transboundary water regulations between Portugal and Spain, inter-state
water sharing agreements, as well as river basin management plans and the National Water Plan. The European
experience in coping with extreme events such as droughts and floods could be a useful contribution to improved
water management in Central Asia as it is a region with many transboundary rivers and complicated natural
conditions.

“Water Management and Basin Organizations in Central Asia (WMBOCA)” project aims at supporting water
management and strengthening transboundary river basin administrations in Central Asia and capacity building on
the river basin planning for water management organisations and joint river basin structures.

This project is funded by the European Union and implemented by Deutsche Gesellschaft fir Internationale
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH acting in partnership with the Regional Environmental Centre for Central Asia
(CAREC). Budget of WMBOCA consists of approximately EUR 2 million provided by the European Union and
approximately EUR 0.5 million provided by the German Federal Foreign office.

For more information, please contact Ms Nazik Mamedova, PR-specialist, at phone: + 996 (312) 90-65-27 or
email Nazik. Mamedova@giz.de, or Ms Karla Jamankulova, Press and Information Officer for the EU Delegation
to Kazakhstan at phone + 7 (7172) 97-11-48, email Karlygash.Jamankulova@eeas.europa.eu.
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individual freedoms. The European Union is committed to sharing its achievements

The European Union
Transboundary Water Management to the Republic of Kazakhstan

in Central Asia Programme 62, Kosmonavtov str., Astana . . . .

Toktogul St.96/6, Bishkek, 720040, 010000 and its values with countries and peoples beyond its borders.
Kyrgyzstan Tel: (7172) 97-10-40

T +996 312 90 65 27 Fax: (7172) 97-95-63

F +996 312 90 65 26
I www.giz.de; www.waterca.org



