PRESS-RELEASE

CONFERENCE ON 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE EUROPEAN UNION -
TAJIKISTAN BILATERAL RELATIONS

Dushanbe, 13 August 2012 — The Delegation of the European Union to Tajdasts extending an
invitation to Media Representatives for the confieeededicated to the 20th anniversary of the EU-
Tajikistan bilateral relations, which will be hetth Monday 13 August 2012 in Mercury Hotel,
Dushanbe. The conference will provide an opporyumitr discussion between European and
Tajikistan representatives and government officsadistory of establishment of bilateral relations
legal basis and on how to enhance them furtherilllaim to inform and bring details of the history
of the European Union — Tajikistan bilateral reda8 to the wider audience, to encourage
academics and researchers to bring in their viewsntancing the bilateral relations and to further
develop links between Tajikistan and the Europeniot)

The start of the bilateral relations between theogean Union and the Republic of Tajikistan goes
back to 1992 when the office of TACIS programme reuk in Dushanbe. TACIS was the EU

funded instrument providing technical assistancthéoCIS countries and Mongolia. TACIS office

closed again a few months later because of seausky related to the start of the civil war (1992-

1997). This did not stop the European Commissiomfimplementing some projects in Tajikistan

though, mainly working through other internatiomagjanisations and implementing partners that
were still active in Tajikistan, such as UNDP, baiso with other European Commission

instruments such as the Food Security Programmie)(&sd ECHO.

The conference will be held on Monday 13 AugustZ@fom 08.30 AM till 14.00 PM in Mercury
Hotel. Registration starts at 08.00 AM.

For further information you may contact Ms. Amaldttum Gadjieva in Bactria Cultural Centre at
tel: at 221-92-89 / 227-03-67 / 907-79-08-05 or @intactria.culture@acted.org
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