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Films from several countries of the European Union will
be shown in Taipei in December. The film festival, brought
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Europeans' Love Affair with Cinema

The cinema is an important part of Europe's modern
heritage and culture. In the eyes of the European public, cinema
is not only a business, but also a channel for artistic creation,
freedom of expression and a valuable aspect of the cultural di-
versity we want to preserve and develop. For these reasons, the
EU and European Member States do not spare any effort in their
support of good-quality movie productions, for everybody to en-
joy. They consider that public support to cinema is crucial to
help maintain a diverse and quality cultural offering.

The happy task of supporting cinema artists is shared
between the Member States of the EU and the European Com-
mission. Each Member State can develop its own system to fos-
ter the production of national films and indeed, these systems
vary a lot from one EU country to another. At EU level, the Euro-
pean Commission, through a programme called "Media", as-
sists in the pre-production phase, in particular by funding train-
ing for cinema professionals and help to develop good ideas
into actual films, and in the post-production phase, by funding
the international distribution of films, making sure that good
films can be enjoyed by audiences throughout the EU, not only
in their country of origin. This is also a good way to help Euro-
peans understand each other. The next Media programme,
from 2007 to 2013, could have a budget of up to 1 bn Euros
(38 bn NTD).

Cinema production in Europe is already very much an
EU-wide undertaking, where directors and producers think at
the continental scale, where funds for a particular movie fre-
quently come from several EU countries and where films are
shown in prestigious international festivals like Venice, Cannes
or Berlin, or highly specialised festivals across the continent.

This cinema policy has been successful on the whole.
Almost 800 films were produced in the EU in 2004, and more
than one billion movie tickets were sold - not to talk about
films shown on TV, seen on DVD or downloaded on the net.
Films from outside the EU are also welcome: US movies ac-
counted for 70% of tickets sold in Europe last year, and several
EU countries also extend their public support to the distribution
of foreign films.

To learn more about the EU's Media Programme:
http://europa.eu.int/comm/avpolicy/media/index_en.html
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http://www.obs.coe.int/.

Taiwan's Big Picture in Europe

More than 10 million Europeans have seen films produced
or co-produced in Taiwan in the past 10 years! Of course, 8.8
million viewers concentrated on Ang Lee's "Crouching Tiger,
Hidden Dragon", co-produced by Taiwan, but still, Edward
Yang's "A One and a Two" had almost 400.000 admissions
in 2000, Hou Hsiao-Hsien's "Flowers of Shanghai" attracted
more than 250.000 cinema-goers in 1998 and Tsai Ming-
Liang's "The River" had more than 80.000 admissions in
1997. 23 films produced or co-produced in Taiwan were
shown on European screens in the last ten years, winning
prizes in festivals, praise in papers and plaudits in cinema
houses. 6 out of these 23 were co-produced with European
producers - a testimony to the good partnership on-going in
this area.

Statistics from the Council of Europe's European Audiovisual

Observatory: _http://www.obs.coe.int/.
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Keeping Consumers
Informed:

Labelling for Safety and
Quality

People want, and have a right, to know
what they are eating. Food labelling
rules recognise this legitimate right. The
fundamental principle of EU food label-
ling rules is that consumers should be
given all essential information on the
composition of the product, the manu-
facturer, methods of storage and prepa-
ration. Producers and manufacturers are
free to provide additional information if
they wish, but this must be accurate, and
must not mislead the consumer by un-
substantiated claims.

Food You Can Trust

Food safety is a top priority in Europe. The EU’s food law was thoroughly revised in
2000 to ensure transparency, practicality and a high level of protection for the con-
sumer. The new approach to food safety is fully integrated: feed and food are covered
from the farm to the fork by one framework legislation, which fully applies to all 25
Member States of the EU. The European Commission has overall responsibility for en-
suring that standards are enforced equally across the Union and that regulatory deci-
sions (e.g. concerning the marketing of food products, ingredients, additives or GMOs)
are based on independent risk assessment and scientific advice. This applies to feed
and food, irrespective of whether it comes from inside or outside the EU.

Animal health surveillance and the enforcement of good veterinary practices are es-
sential in the EU to prevent outbreaks of contagious animal diseases, such as foot-and-
mouth disease, swine fever or bird flu, and to avoid residues of veterinary drugs, hor-
mones or other contaminants entering the food chain.

Imported animals and animal products must meet the same strict health requirements
as domestic produce, before they can be imported into or traded within the Union.

The Food and Veterinary Office of the European Commission audits authorities in
Member States and third countries to ensure that safety rules are enforced and satis-
factory standards of safety and quality are applied throughout the food chain from sta-
ble to table. To ensure transparency, all reports resulting from FVO audits are available
on-line.

http://europa.eu.int/comm/food/fvo/index_en.htm

The European Food Safety Authority provides independent scientific advice on all mat-
ters linked to food and feed safety and on nutrition. The Authority communicates to the
public in an open and transparent way and encourages public debate.

http://www.efsa.eu.int

Fishermn in Poland
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Food safety and food quality are impor-
tant concerns for Europe’s citizens and
consumers are demanding very high
standards from farmers, food compa-
nies and retailers. There is also strong
interest to know how and where food is
produced. There is a growing demand
for organic food or for meat from ani-
mals reared under certain welfare stan-
dards.

The EU agricultural policy encourages
farmers to produce a large choice of
quality food, including organic produc-
tion. Schemes are in place to encourage
and help farmers wishing to upgrade the
quality of their production.

The EU is also the world’s biggest im-
porter of food. The EU has, therefore, an
interest to ensure that international
trade rules meet the safety and quality
demands of its citizens. This ultimately
benefits consumers all over the world,
through the trend-setting influence of
the EU in multilateral standard setting
organisations.
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Quality European

Beef

Photograph: Courtesy of Ruben Piek
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Since the first case of Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE) in the UK in 1986,
the European Commission, in close co-operation with the Member States, has taken
a series of measures to eradicate the disease and to prevent any transmission to
consumers. All healthy slaughtered cattle above 30 months are BSE tested before
release for human consumption. It is forbidden to sell animal feed materials con-
taining meat and bone meal, which could represent a danger of contamination. The
removal and destruction of specified risk material (animal tissues being most at
risk of harbouring the diseased agent) is very strictly applied in all Member States.
Full traceability ensures that - in the event of a positive BSE test - the animal can be
traced back to its farm of origin so that adequate measures can be taken for all
animals that it was in contact with.

As a result of this policy, the risk of having BSE contaminated meat in the human
food chain is truly negligible. EU beef, guaranteed by these extensive regulations
and systematic testing, is now among the safest in the world - and also the tastiest!
Countries like New Zealand, Brazil, and the Philippines have opened the market for
EU beef, satisfied that it is perfectly safe for their consumers, as it is for 455 million
Europeans.
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Czech beer

Promoting Regional Specialities

Would you accept that tea grown in Vietham be sold as "Taiwan Oolong Tea", that
South Asian rice be labelled "Chishang Rice" and that "Kinmen Kaoliang" be made
in Japan? No! Likewise, Europeans also consider that Parma ham has to come from
Parma, Italy - nowhere else -, Scotch Whisky from Scotland and Champagne from
the Champagne region in France. And they consider that using these geographical
names for products made somewhere else amounts to cheating consumers.

In the EU, we protect strongly this link between the quality, the reputation and the
geographical origin of products, for the sake of the consumers. There are around
2000 "geographical indications" registered at the EU level today, which offer a true
guarantee as to the origin and quality of the products.

The EU is also defending this idea in the WTO: we want to convince partners in the
world that there is a common interest in setting-up a worldwide register of geo-
graphical indications, extending not only to wine, but to all traditional products with a
strong link to a specific location, and protecting them from counterfeiting. Farmers
and food producers in Taiwan, where quality and high added value is now the key
word, would also benefit from such protection, and the EU hopes to obtain Taiwan's
support in this area.

For more on the protection of geographical indications in the EU:
http://europa.eu.int/comm/agriculture/foodqual/qualil_en.htm
For more on the EU's position in the WTO:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/trade/issues/sectoral/intell_property/argu_en.htm
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EU - Taiwan Trade and
Investment Factfile
2005

The factfile presents in a nutshell the
overall trade and economic relations
between the European Union and Tai-
wan. You will discover that the EU is
Taiwan's 4th trading partner and largest
foreign investor, and that Taiwan is the
EU's 10th trading partner.

There is much more in the brochure,
with lots of graphs and information,
which can be downloaded from our
website.

http://www.deltwn.cec.eu.int
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Study in Europe: Grants Available!

The Erasmus Mundus Programme, which has already been introduced in last
April’s newsletter, offers 36 Masters Courses on diverse subjects, from hydrology
to wine-making, computer science to history. The European Commission offers
generous grants for students from non-European countries to follow these
courses. In 2005-2006, 5 students from Taiwan benefited from such grants, but
there is room for more. Visit our website for more information, the list of available
courses, explanations on how to apply and even a video presentation.

http://www.deltwn.cec.eu.int
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EuroNews,
the European
News Channel

In addition to several European na-
tional news channels with world-
wide broadcasting networks, Eu-
roNews is a quality news channel
covering world news from a Euro-
pean perspective in a choice of
seven languages. EuroNews
broadcasts simultaneously in Eng-
lish, French, German, ltalian, Por-
tuguese, Russian and Spanish, 24
hours a day. As a viewer, you have
the possibility to choose at any
time between one of the 7 audio

it aIDrt Sport Sport Sp

in one of the 7 languages offered:

it is a great opportunity to learn EuroNews gives viewers a wider perspective of the world. The channel has an unrivalled
and practice these languages. supply of news footage from around the world through the Eurovision Exchange, and its
Launched on 1st January 1993, as public service broadcaster shareholders, as well as from the major news agencies. This
the first multilingual pan-European wide choice of images allows journalists to compare, analyse and then report all opin-
news channel, EuroNews has rap- ions, avoiding bias or national viewpoint. While EuroNews reports about world-wide in-
idly established itself as Europe’s formation, and not only about the European continent, it also offers a very wide-ranging
leading television news channel. and in-depth coverage of European Union news.

The channel belongs to a group of

publicly-owned broadcasters from EuroNews reaches 183.3 million households in 118 countries worldwide via cable, digi-
not only the European Union, but tal satellite and through terrestrial channels. According to the latest peoplemeters in
also from Russia, Switzerland and Europe, EuroNews has 8 million viewers every day. In 1999, EuroNews was the first
three North African countries. news channel to switch to digital broadcast. Apart from news reports,

their programmes also contain short, factual, to the point documentaries
from independent editors on news and current affairs, lifestyle, the econ-
omy, regular market reviews, and live coverage of events whenever nec-
essary. They also have a feature called “No Comment”, where the images
speak for themselves. The most striking pictures from around the world,
unedited, with original sound and the viewers draw their own conclu-
sions. A very specific feature: there are no TV anchors on EuroNews, but

their stories do have journalistic cov-
erage.

As a fully independent channel, Eu-
roNews is completely free from any
political, religious, or territorial influ-
ences. We hope we will soon be able
to watch EuroNews in Taiwan, with its
wide variety of languages for the Tai-
wanese public to enjoy.

You can learn more about EuroNews
i ] ] f it bsit t:
Hi-Tech Hi-Tech Hi-Tech i
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In the heart of Tuscany, surrounded by the Chianti
vineyards and dozens of enchanting little towns
scattered about the hilly landscape, lies the city of
Siena with its distinctive colours, traditions and fla-
vours.

An ideal tourist destination, Siena has much to of-
fer to the curious traveller.

The city has an impressive cultural heritage that
encompasses nearly 3000 years of history from its
mysterious Etruscan origins, to the Renaissance
Sienese School of painting, to the contemporary
music seminars of the Accademia Chigiana. With
its unique medieval architecture, Siena is an open-
air museum full of famous monuments and hidden
treasures: a walk along its narrow streets and
sunny squares is in itself a wonderful journey into
culture and beauty.

Home to an ancient University, Siena has a vibrant

academic atmosphere and it's considered one of

the best places to learn the Italian language.
Siena is also a wealthy and dynamic business
centre that has built a modern industrial and fi-
nancial environment on the foundation of its his-
torical banking tradition well represented by the
oldest bank in the world, “Monte de’ Paschi di
Siena” which was founded in 1472 and is still
one of the largest banks in Italy.

Although there are thousands of cultural events
throughout the year in Siena and in its province,
a wonder for all to see is the “Palio”, an enthrall-
ing three minute horse race that takes place
twice a year in the shell-shaped Piazza del
Campo and arouses strong emotions amongst
the Sienese people.

An excellent base for a Tuscan experience, Siena
is not far from Florence and the countryside be-
tween the two cities is one of the most enchant-
ing in Italy, where the products are defined by an
unpretentious though refined cuisine and where
you can visit some well-known thermal resorts.
Information about Siena and Tuscany can be
found on the web site of the Italian Tourist State
Board: http://www.enit.it

Text: Courtesy of the Italian Economic Trade and
Cultural Promotion Office
Photograph: Courtesy of Fototeca ENIT
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