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Film Festival against the Death Penalty

On 8 October the Taiwan

Alliance to End the Death

Penalty (TAEDP) opened

t h e t h i r d M u r d e r b y

Numbers Film Festival at

Ta iwan Univers i ty Law

School in Taipei. The first

was held in 2004 and the

s e c o n d i n 2 0 0 7 . T h i s

year's Festival focused on

the dialogue between Asia

and the world. The main

aim of this event, co-

sponsored by the Goethe

I n s t i t u t e , t h e F r e n c h

Institute, the British Trade

and Cultural Office, and

the European Economic

and Trade Office (EETO),

i s t o w o r k t o w a r d s

worldwide abolition of the

d e a t h p e n a l t y . T h e

Fest iva l ended on the

World Day against the

Film Festival against the Death Penalty

Death Penalty on 10 October.

The head of the EETO, Mr Guy Ledoux, opened the

Fest ival wi th a speech rei terat ing the EU's

oppos i t i on to the dea th pena l t y unde r a l l

circumstances, because of the irreversible nature of

the punishment. '

'

Leading organisations, like Amnesty International,

were present at the Festival to advocate the cause of

improving global human rights. The death penalty is

enforced very frequently in Asia. In Taiwan,

executions were halted from December 2005 until

April 2010, when four took place.

The first film screened this year was the Taiwanese

documentary Formosa Homicide Chronicle II: The

Case of Lu Cheng (2001).

This is a sequel to Formosa Homicide Chronicle

(2000) that documented the case of the Xizhi trio,

one of the most controversial in the history of

Taiwan's judiciary. Formosa Homicide Chronicle II

recounts another controversial case that of Lu

As human beings, we are bound to

make mistakes, which means our judicial systems,

no matter how advanced, may make wrongful

rulings. Coupling this with the death penalty infers

that innocent people are bound to be killed or even

murdered by the State.

─

Cheng, who claimed to have been tortured into a

confession which led to a death sentence. Lu was

executed without any direct evidence to prove him

guilty. The film portrays the events and those

involved in the case, centring on the struggles of

Lu's sisters to clear their brother's name and

improve the judicial system.

After the screening of Formosa Homicide Chronicle

II, the audience were invited to a debate with the

film's director, Tsai Tsung-Lung, human rights lawyer

Lin Yong-Song and Lu's sisters. They were

encouraged to ask questions related to the issue

spotlighted by the documentary. This direct dialogue

with the director and Lu's sisters also gave the

audience an opportunity to gain first-hand insights

into the core themes of the film.

The Festival also included nine more films and

documentaries focusing on abolition of the death

penalty. Subjects included the families of the

defendants, the members of the judiciary and even

the executioners themselves. The stories told by the

films about the human will to survive confirmed that

film is a powerful medium which allows its viewers to

contemplate and draw inspiration. The opening

ceremony was followed by screenings on university

campuses throughout Taiwan.
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Digitally Driven:
2010 ICT Conference in Brussels

In order to encourage research in the Information

and Communication Technology (ICT) sector, the

European Commission announced a €780 million

call for proposals for projects in 2011. This will fund

advanced research on the Internet, robotics, smart

systems, photonics, energy efficiency, health and

well-being in an ageing society. This is part of the

biggest-ever annual Work Programme under FP7,

which is the EU's main instrument for funding

research in Europe.

The call for proposals was announced at the

occasion the 2010 ICT Conference. The programme

is also open to cooperation with partners like

Taiwan.

The ICT Conference brought together over 5000

ICT and digital innovation experts from all over the

world at Brussels Expo from 27 to 29 September.

The major themes of this successful event were

research for sustainable growth in a low-carbon

economy, making a constructive impact on everyday

life, the importance of public funding and support for

ICT research and innovation. More than 100 exhibits

of the latest digital advances funded by the EU were

showcased. The event is organised every two years

by the European Commission. This year it was

hosted by the Belgian Presidency of the EU Council

of Ministers.

Taiwan sent a delegation of key players in the ICT

industry to participate in this year's conference for

t h e f i r s t t i m e . T h e d e l e g a t i o n i n c l u d e s

representatives of the EU National Contact Point-

Taiwan Office, Taiwanese universities and the

Industrial Technology Research Institute. Taiwan's

delegation actively participated in three parts of the

Conference. The theme of Taiwan's stand in the

Conference exhibition was "Taiwan Innovation and

Technology". The stand presented the latest

development and results of technology transfer in

Taiwan's ICT sector, as well as the National Science

Council's plan for technology innovation. Eight

Taiwanese scholars in ICT related fields also

participated in the network session within the

Conference, and gave presentations on topics

ranging from research and ICT design to the

Internet, healthcare, the low-carbon economy, nano-

electronics technology, robotics and photonics to

other participants of the Conference.

The Taiwan delegation also organised a 'Taiwan

Night' and invited officials from the European

Commission related to information technology and

other guest from the Conference to further enhance

the interaction between them and Taiwanese

scholars and researchers.

ICT has been the biggest and most successful

industry in Taiwan and has played a key role in

Taiwan's modern industrialisation. This event helped

to further cooperation between the EU and Taiwan

on projects under the 7 EU Framework Programme

for research and technological development (FP7).

Participation in FP7 provides a means of integrating

Taiwan's outstanding achievements and innovative

research in the ICT field with the research systems

in Europe.

In her keynote address, Neelie Kroes, European

Commissioner for the digital agenda, stressed the

importance of efforts on cyber-security, energy

efficiency and the innovative spirit shaping the

future of ICT. She also highlighted the far-reaching

effects on healthcare as a result of advancing

in format ion techno log ies , fu r ther increas ing

Europe's productivity, raising the standard of living

and solving various social issues.

Key themes raised at the conference included

'Powering the sustainable future' and 'The human

face of the digital age.' Discussions focused on how

to develop a low-carbon economy by harnessing the

potential of digital solutions. ICT will also continue to

play a constructive role in the daily life of citizens,

which is why public participation in the innovation

process is so important.

th
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EU Disaster Prevention Mechanism: the MIC

EU Disaster Prevention Mechanism: the MIC

the National Council of Research Institute for Geo-

Hydrological Protection. In addition to meeting Dr A.

Miozzo from the Italian Civil Protection Service

(Protezione Civile), they also attended several

seminars on soil and water conservation. During

their visit in Europe, they gathered valuable

information on:

1. Practical application of high-resolution remote

sensing imagery to predict debris flow;

2. Current conservation strategies for catchment

areas and slopes in the EU;

3. Evacuation notification systems and disaster

monitoring mechanisms in the EU;

4. Disaster in format ion databases, d isaster

p r e v e n t i o n s y s t e m s a n d r e l i e f o p e r a t i o n

management in the EU.

The team from the Soil and Water Conservation

Bureau identified several opportunities for future

cooperation with its European counterparts. Efforts

on the Taiwan side will be led by the Disaster

Prevention Office (DPO) launched by the Executive

Yuan on 1 February 2010. Valuable exchanges of

experience will be held on disaster prevention

sys tems , emergency re l i e f ope ra t i ons and

compensation systems for rescue workers, together

with public and professional education programmes

on d isas ter prevent ion .

O t h e r o b j e c t i v e s w i l l

include advancing research

a n d d e v e l o p m e n t o n

d i s a s t e r p r e v e n t i o n

m e a s u r e s a n d r e l a t e d

equipment plus stepping up

technica l exchanges on

disaster prevention models.

Not only can Taiwan build

o n t h e r e s e a r c h a n d

knowledge of the MIC, but

also it too has much to offer

to the European Union in

terms of experience with

disaster prevent ion and

m a n a g e m e n t o f r e l i e f

operations. Both sides have

much to gain from further

cooperation and exchanges

of information.

Climate change, brought on by global warming, is

having an increasingly severe impact on land all

over the world. Last year, the Morakot typhoon

disaster and this year's typhoon showed Taiwan just

how devastating the extreme weather has become.

After the Morakot disaster, the European Union sent

several experts from the Monitoring and Information

Centre (MIC) to assess the relief situation in Taiwan.

It was then decided that Taiwan would send disaster

prevention experts to Europe to observe the EU's

disaster prevention mechanism.

The Soil and Water Conservation Bureau of the

Council of Agriculture of the Executive Yuan (SWCB)

sent six representatives to the EU's Joint Research

Centre (JRC) in Italy between 27 May and 7 June

2010. The JRC provides vital support to the MIC in

terms of forecasts and real time monitoring of

affected area in times of crisis which is a key feature

of today 's d isaster management operat ions.

Operating non-stop around the clock, the MIC gives

every country, both within and outside the European

Union, access to the EU civil protection platform in

the event of a major disaster. During emergencies,

the MIC serves as the hub for communication

between all involved in disaster relief, providing

information such as early warnings, and coordinates

relief operations throughout the region affected.

During their stay in Italy, the staff from the SWCB

also visited the Italian Civil Protection Service, and
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An International Effort on Global Atmospheric Observation

An International Effort on
Global Atmospheric Observation

The Third Pacific Greenhouse Gases Measurement

(PGGM) International Conference was held on 9

September 2010 in Taipei. Six European experts

attended the seminar by giving presentations on the

current statuses of European greenhouse gases

measurement programmes. These experts include

Dr Carl Brenninkmeijer, Convener of the EU funded

Civil Aircraft for the Regular Investigation of the

Atmosphere Based on an Instrument Container

(CARIBIC), as well as Dr Andreas Volz-Thomas and

Pro fesso r And reas Wahne r f r om Germany,

Professor Jean-Pierre Cammas from France, and Dr

Neil Harris and Professor Rod Jones from the UK.

At a time of global warming and climate change, the

need to understand interactions between chemicals

and the climate has never been more urgent.

Measuring global atmospheric greenhouse gas

concentrations has become the top priority for

international institutions. Ground-based networks

and satellite observations continuously provide

excellent long-term data on greenhouse gases, but

the coverage is limited. Vertical information on trace

gases in the troposphere has proved a crucial

addition to studies on changes in the global

environment.

IAGOS In-service Aircraft for a Global Observing

System is a European project using scheduled

passenger f l ights for observ ing atmospher ic

composition, aerosols and cloud particles. Civilian

passenger aircraft is fitted scientific equipment

container loaded into the cargo compartment. The

container is connected to the outside air through a

system of tubes. Whilst passengers enjoy their

─

─

flight, all the equipment automatically and quietly

carries out thousands of measurements. These

PGGM has agreed to carry IAGOS instruments on

China Airlines and EVA Air aircraft free of charge and

to collect long-term atmospheric data in-flight. The

first PGGM Pacific flight will be made by a China

Airlines A340-300, which will begin collecting data

towards the end of 2010.

PGGM is also working with Cambridge University on

measuring marine hydrocarbon and halocarbon

emissions, using commercial container ships. The

first vessel owned by the Evergreen Marine

Corporation successfully sent back the first data in

late 2009. PGGM aims to integrate data from the

aircraft and the container ships with observations

from the FORMOSAT-3 satellite to provide a three-

dimensional model of greenhouse gas distributions

over the Pacific.

While the PGGM aims to measure greenhouse

gases levels across the Pacific Ocean, the CARIBIC

is already collecting data across the Atlantic Ocean.

It is hoped that the PGGM will provide a fuller picture

of the status of greenhouse gases levels across the

globe.

This collaboration between Europe's IAGOS and

Taiwan's PGGM projects wi l l generate data

invaluable to scientists all over the world seeking to

estimate temperature trends and greenhouse gas

emissions, in a bid to understand the causes of

climate change. Climate change is one of the top

items on the EU's international security agenda. The

launch of PGGM, and its participation in IAGOS and

cooperation with other European projects, is a solid

example of Taiwan's active efforts to join the

international community in fighting global warming.

results are being used by researchers worldwide

for pred ic t ing fu ture c l imate t rends and

formulating policies to prevent air pollution.

IAGOS aims to build sustainable infrastructure

and to extend its capacity to atmospheric

observation worldwide, with EU funding of more

than €2.5 million.

Taiwan's PGGM project has been IAGOS's

partner in greenhouse gases research over the

Pacific since 2008. PGGM is led by the National

Central University, with the support of the

Environmental Protection Agency, the Taiwan

National Science Council, China Airlines, EVA

Air and the Evergreen Marine Corporation.
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European Parliament Gives the Green Light to New Financial Supervision System

European Parliament Gives the Green Light to
New Financial Supervision System

The financial turmoil which gripped the world around

the last quarter of 2008 prompted the European

Union to rethink its arrangements in order to secure

financial stability in the long term. Even though the

financial institutions within the EU have been able to

operate across borders, the regulatory framework

has remained fragmented between the individual

Member States. In order to provide better protection

to citizens and avoid a repeat of the crisis, it is

essential to establish a more efficient, integrated

and sustainable financial supervision framework at

European level.

Building on the report by a high-level group of

experts on financial services (the 'de Larosière

report' dated 25 February 2009), in September last

year the European Commission proposed a reform

of the EU's financial regulatory and supervisory

model. The aim is to tackle the imbalances in the

f inanc ia l sys tems, to improve cross -border

communications and to keep one step ahead of any

threats to financial stability.

The European Parliament gave the green light to the

proposal on 22 September 2010, clearing the way

for establishment of a European Systemic Risk

Board (ESRB) and three European supervisory

authorities (ESA) in charge of macro-prudential and

micro-prudential supervision. There will also be a

European System of Financial Supervisors (ESFS),

a network of national financial supervisors working

closely with the ESAs.

The new supervisory bodies are expected to come

into operation in January 2011, after formal approval

by the EU Council.

colour-coded to indicate different levels of risk. The

ESRB will also liaise with other related international

bodies in a global network to ensure more stable

financial markets. The President of the European

Central Bank (ECB) will chair the ESRB for the first

five years.

Three new European supervisory authorities (ESA)

to oversee individual financial institutions will be

created by transforming exist ing supervisory

committees into the European Banking Authority

(EBA), the European Securit ies and Markets

Authority (ESMA) and the European Insurance and

Occupational Pensions Authority (EIOPA). These

three pan-EU authorities will also play a leading part

in developing a common rulebook to be enforced

across the EU.

In addition to the existing functions of the relevant

committees, the new ESAs will have powers to draw

u p t e c h n i c a l s t a n d a r d s a n d i n t e r p r e t a t i v e

guidelines, to ensure consistent application of the

EU rules, to impose bans or restrictions on financial

products or activities in emergencies and to settle

d isagreements between nat ional superv isors

whenever legislation requires them to cooperate or

to agree. Day-to-day supervision and enforcement

wil l remain the responsibi l i ty of the national

supervisors. Only the ESMA wil l have direct

supervisory powers over credit-rating agencies.

The hope is that this newly reformed financial

supervision framework will help prevent future

financial crises. The European Commission will

have to report to the European Parliament and the

Council every three years on the progress made.

The European Systemic

Risk Board (ESRB) wi l l

s e r v e a s a w a t c h d o g

guarding the soundness of

the financial system as a

whole. It will be responsible

for assessing accumulating

m a c r o e c o n o m i c r i s k s ,

detecting potential crises,

issu ing t ime ly warn ings

and, when necessary, giving

advice on how to deal with

risks.

To facilitate communication

between supervisors, any

warnings issued wi l l be
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Sighi oara is a city and municipality on the Târnava Mare River in Mure County, Romania. It is located in

the historic region Transylvania, and has a population of 32,287.

The town was also the birth place of Vlad the Impaler, or better known as 'Dracula'. He was the historic

figure of which Bram Stocker's 1897 novel 'Dracula' was based on.

ş ş

The city played an important strategic and commercial role at the edges of Central Europe for several

centuries. Sighi oara became one of the most important cities of Transylvania, with artisans from

throughout the Holy Roman Empire visiting the settlement. The German artisans and craftsmen

dominated the urban economy, as well as building the fortifications protecting it. It is estimated that during

the 16 and the 17 centuries Sighi oara had as many as 15 guilds and 20 handicraft branches. The

Baroque sculptor Elias Nicolai lived in the city. The Wallachian prince Vlad Dracul, who lived in exile in the

town, let coins to be minted in the city (otherwise coinage was the monopoly of the Hungarian kings in the

Kingdom of Hungary) and issued the first document listing the city's Romanian name, Sighi oara.

Sighi oara is considered to be the most beautiful and well preserved inhabited citadel in Europe, with an

authentic medieval architecture. In Eastern Europe, Sighi oara is one of the few fortified towns which are

still inhabited. The town is made up of two parts. The medieval stronghold was built on top of a hill and is

known as the "Citadel".The lower town lies in the valley of Târnava Mare river.

Sighi oara is a popular tourist destination, due to its well-preserved walled old town. The landmark of the

city is the Clock Tower, a 64m high tower built in the 13 century. It is today a museum of history.
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