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RESEARCHERS AND POLICY MAKERS MEET TO REVIEW 
IMPORTANT RESEARCH ON POVERTY REDUCTION 

 
This week the Programme to Support Pro-poor Policy Development (PSPPD) 
located in the Presidency will bring together more than 80 experts to review and 
discuss the impact of how an evidence-based approach to policy-making has 
assisted researchers and governmental decision-makers to tackle poverty head-
on. The €15 million EU-funded initiative which is managed by the Department 
Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation (DPME) has been a flagship research and 
capacity building project of the South African Government since 2007.  
According to Mastoera Sadan, head of the programme, “The PSPPD has helped to formulate 
informed policy choices and has improved the implementation of policies to fight poverty and 
foster integration at all socio-economic levels."  

Head of EU Delegation to South Africa, Ambassador Roeland van de Geer notes that the PSPPD 
is a wonderful example of the good cooperation between South Africa and the European Union. 
"It is also an expression of both parties' priority to tackle poverty and inequality in a structured 
and sustainable manner" said Van De Geer.  

Now, in its second five-year phase (ending 2017), the programme continues to promote the use 
of research, stakeholder engagement and evidence-based policy making to address poverty and 
inequality. The second phase builds on the lessons learnt in Phase 1, i.e. to further strengthen 
the use of research and other evidence in policy-making and implementation within the broader 
framework of the National Development Policy Support Programme (NDPSP), a €250 million EU-
funded initiative, and which also includes budget support to the SA government, support for 
capacity building related to public financial management and support to civil society 
organisations. 

During the event some key academic research processes will be showcased. Delegates will have 
the opportunity to interact with the 21 grantees from research organisations and academic 
institutions that have benefitted from funding under the PSPPD. 

Also, a consolidation action plan aimed at the accelerated achievement of the UN Millennium 
Development Goal 2 on poverty reduction will be launched. This is significant as the eight MDG 
goals come to an end this year, giving way to the new Sustainable Development Goals to be 
agreed on in New York in September 2015. 

The seminar will take place on 20 August at the Sheraton Hotel in Pretoria.   

 

For more information please consult the PSPPD website: http://www.psppd.org.za/  
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or contact Ms Liziwe Ncguka, tel: 012-308-1772, email: liziwe@presidency.gov.za  
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