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ENGAGING IN SOMALIA  IN THIS NOTE: 

Ten months have passed since a new political 
dispensation  emerged in Somalia and there 
has been a shift in international engagement 
on and in Somalia. The Federal Government 
of Somalia obtained broad international 
support and recognition as well as growing 
commitment of the international community 
whereby many countries re-established 
diplomatic ties. Equally, the IMF and the 
Worldbank recognised the Federal 
Government of Somalia. The London 
conference gathered the international 
community in support of Somalia's security, 
justice and public financial management 
strategies. This build-up in international 
engagement was reflected in the Joint EU-
ACP Ministerial Council held in Brussels on 6-
7 June that accepted Somalia's request to 
accede to the ACP-EU Partnership 
Agreement – "Cotonou Agreement". 
 
Somalia's drive for greater ownership of its 
destiny led to its decision to adopt the New 
Deal as the framework that will guide 
international engagement until 2016. 
Somalia has launched, on the 14

th
 of May, the 

"New Deal process"  and intent in consulting 
Somali citizen's and regions. The aim is to 
establish prioritised elements of the Peace 
and State Building Goals in the form of a 
Compact to be endorsed by the "New Deal for 
Somalia" Conference in Brussels on 16

th
 

September 2013.  

The EU High Representative, Catherine 
Ashton, offered to co-host this special event 
during the President Hassan's visit to Brussels 
in January, 2013. On this occasion, Catherine 
Ashton added: "I am proud to say that the 
relationship between the EU and Somalia has 
helped to lay the foundations for this progress. 
We have stood by the Somali people for the 
last twenty years and we commit to stand with 
the people for the future".  

No turning back 
Despite the deplorable terrorist attack 
against the UN compound in Mogadishu, 
Somali and international engagement 
remains unabated as well as our common 
determination to bring back peace and 
deliver a better life to the Somali people. 
Together with the international and regional 
partners, the African Union and the new 
UNSOM mission the European Union will 
continue to stand by the Somali people, help 
rebuild the state and address the multiple 
security and political challenges.  
 
The Brussels conference will provide the 
forum that will enshrine Somalia's return to 
the community of nations. The difficult part 
will start then - responding rapidly to our 
mutual commitments to make a difference 
and be relevant for the life of ordinary people.   

 

 
Somali Civil Society participants 

First New Deal Core Group  
Somalia has launched in May the "New deal 
Process", a new aid delivery framework whereby 
Somalis and donors will jointly endorse a 3 year  
"Compact" during an international Conference in 

Brussels on 16 September. Page 4 

 

 

Photo Exhibition in Mogadishu 

Celebrating the first "Europe 
Day" in Mogadishu 

The EU organised Europe day for the very first 
time in Mogadishu in presence of the EU's Somali 

and international partners. Page 4 

 

Somalia's New Deal 
Editorial by Michele Cervone d'Urso, EU Special Envoy (EUSE) to Somalia 

 

 

 

Editorial by Isabelle Faria de 
Almeida and Valentina 
Aurrichio 

Somalia President, Mr Hassan Sheikh Mohamed and EU Special Envoy, Mr Michele Cervone d'Urso 

http://www.eu-somalia.eu/
https://mobile.twitter.com/SomaliaEU
http://www.flickr.com/photos/93698096@N08/sets/
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCu2oUCk2OYYsSii1g9pjT1A?feature=watch
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EDUCATION  

Together with the Somali Minister of Social 
Development, Maryam Qasim (see picture to 
the right), the EU launched in February the 
"ELMIDOON Sustainable Education in 
Mogadishu and Galmudug programme". The 
2,2 million EUR programme  is very important 
as this will allow the EU, as main donor in the 
education sector, to extend its support to 
central and southern Somalia by providing 
additional quality primary, secondary, 
vocational and higher education. This action 
builds on previous efforts of the EU-funded 
project "Integrated Capacity Development for 
Somali Education Administrations (ICDSEA)", 
implemented by UNICEF, whose focus was 
institutional and technical capacity 
strengthening of the Ministry of Education, 
and whose implementation came to an end in 
May 2013.  

At the same time, the EU launched a € 2 
Million "Somali-wide Education Synergies" 
programme that focuses on educational 
issues which are better addressed on a 
Somali-wide basis in order to promote 
country-wide harmonisation. These are all 
issues related to curriculum development; to 
an efficient and transparent examinations’ 
system; to the provision of scholarship 
opportunities for students, for education 
administrators and for university teaching 
staff; and all issues related to networking and 
the sharing of lessons learned and best 
practice.  

On 12
th

 April 2013, the EU launched for the 
first time the Support to Education for 
Refugees in Dadaab (SERD) Programme. This 
36-months EU-funded programme aims at 
providing increased access to quality of 
formal and non-formal education as well as 
vocational training opportunities for Somali 
children who reside in the world's biggest 
camp. The Somali children and youth in those 
camps have been living up to now without 
much perspective, in overcrowded camps 
where education is limited and where illegal 
income-earning opportunities are an 
attractive alternative, while skilled youths are 
willing to go back to Somalia to take part in 
the reconstruction of their country. 

A new EU grant worth €3.5 million will 
improve school infrastructure, increase the 
number of trained teachers, build 
management capacities, expand vocational 
training opportunities, introduce accelerated 
learning programmes and mobile schools, 
and support scholarships for secondary 
leavers who want to pursue university 
education. 

JUSTICE REFORM 

The EU supports Somalia in the 
strengthening of the Rule of Law and access 
to justice, especially for vulnerable 
populations. This includes support to legal  
frameworks and  institutions as well as 
engagement with the informal and societal 
mechanism which govern dispute resolution 
and rights attribution across Somalia.  
Through UNDP and other partners, including 
Women Lawyers Associations, regional or 
central Bar Association and Legal Aid 
providers and Universities, we emphasise 
both the provision of greater access to justice 
as well as the strengthening of the ‘demand 
side’, i.e. awareness-raising  for citizen rights 
and avenues to access them. Key activities 
include support to the development of a a 
federal justice strategy and action plan, 
institutional capacity development for key 
justice institutions and support to the 
implementation of the Somaliland Justice 
reform. EU programmes support mobile 
courts,  legal aid providers and paralegal 
services  as well as work on the 
harmonization of xeer, sharia, and statutory 
laws and institutions in accordance with 
international human rights norms and 
standards. Other activities include the 
training of legal professionals, in particular 
women, conflict management and peace 
building and the rehabilitation of victims of 
violence.  

Key achievements include the establishment 
of 13 mobile courts, the provision of legal aid 
services to 18,000 people and the promotion 
of legal education for women by supporting 
scholarships and internships for female law 
students and graduates. The later support 
has led to training of 60 female lawyers and 
formation of the first Women lawyers 
associations in Somaliland and South Central 
Somalia  

In April 2013, The EU Special Envoy to 
Somalia, Michele Cervone d'Urso and his 
team, participated in the "National 
Conference on Justice and Rule of Law" in 
Somalia, the first to be organized by the new 
Federal Government of Somalia. While 
congratulating Somalia for this achievement 
and dynamism, the EU special envoy noted 
the existing challenges and assured Somalia 
of EU's support to overcome future 
challenges. 

. 

 
 
 

 

 

Isabel Faria de Almeida, Head of Section in the 
EU Somalia Mission (left) and Dr Maryam 
Qasim, Hon. Minister for Human Development 
and Public Services for Somalia Government 
(right) during the launch of an education 
project 

 
A female teacher in Daadab Camp where many 
Somali Children are based 

 
The EU extends its education support 
The EU extends its education support to central 
and southern Somalia by providing additional 
quality primary, secondary, vocational and 
higher education opportunities in Mogadishu and 
Galmudug.  The EU also launched a Somali 
harmonisation programme for the education 
sector and started, 36 months programme 
providing increased access to quality of formal, 
non-formal education and vocational training for 
the Somali children residing in the world's 
biggest camp, Dadaab. 

 

 
 

Rehabilitation of a court room in Somalia 

The EU focuses on justice and 
institutional support 
EU supports Somalia to establish a national legal 
framework and legal institutions in order to 
guarantee citizens' rights. 
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Somali Elders during high level EU visit to Baidoa.  

 
The EU in Baidoa 
The Baidoa visit was the first EU high-level 
mission to newly liberated areas. The field visits 
to the police station and other administrative 
buildings, as well as the discussions with the 
local authorities, offered valuable insights to 
the security and developmental needs of the 
region, allowing the EU Somalia Mission to 
start preparing a tailored support package to 
the region. 
 

 

  
EU Director of Cooperation for East and Southern 
Africa, Ms Francesca Mosca with Somalia Prime 
Minister, H.E. Mr Abdi Farah Shirdon during her visit 
to Somalia  

 

 
Most fishermen are engaged in artisanal fisheries. 

Fisheries 
The EU commits €5 million to develop the 
capacity of public and private sector institutions 
responsible for fisheries, support to small scale 
artisanal fisheries value chain and conservation 
and sustainable management of the coastal 

habitats in Somaliland and Puntland. 
 
 
  

  

THE EU IN BAIDOA 

Major progress has been achieved by the 
Federal Republic of Somalia and the 
Somali National Army Forces in regaining 
control of its former territories in South 
Central Somalia. As part of the EU 
commitment to further support this 
outreach process, the first EU High Level 
visit to the newly recovered areas took 
place earlier this year in Baidoa, the 
capital of Bay region. The delegation, 
headed by Francesca Mosca, EU's 
Director of Cooperation for East and 
Southern Africa, engaged in a dialogue 
with the Police, the Governor, the Elders 
as well as the Local communities.  

The main message of the discussion was 
that while security is still a top priority, 
the humanitarian situation remains grave, 
and the basic services available to the 
population are very limited. According to 
the Governor, the lack of service delivery 
makes the region a fertile ground for 
radical ideology, which threatens to 
counter the security gains already made. 
In addition, there are also several 
unresolved land disputes. A considerable 
challenge is that there are very little 
resources to address the basic needs in 
Baidoa and only very few implementing 
agencies have actually been able to 
expand their activities in the region. As 
the security situation starts to slowly 
improve, the window of opportunity 
should be seized, and stabilisation as well 
as long-term development activities 
should be initiated as soon as possible.  

The EU has therefore been requested to 
further expand its presence in the area. 
The EU is currently supporting the 
rehabilitation of key law enforcement 
infrastructures including court facilities 
and police stations as well as trainings 
and payment of police stipends. 
Additionally, the EU is in the process of 
increasing support in the education 
sector, establishing and equipping one 
fully fledged primary school in Baidoa and 
improving water supply. Last but not 
least we are running consultations to 
engage in new areas of cooperation in 
line with the New Deal Principles in 
general and particularly the stabilisation 
priorities identified by the Somali 
government. 

 

FISHERIES  
 

Somalia has a coastline of 3300 km that 
presents a considerable potential for artisanal 
fisheries and coastal area development, 
where efficient fishing, fish marketing and 
processing remain critical to provide 
household livelihoods, create jobs and 
generate incomes for the Somali people. 
However, constraints to artisanal fisheries 
and coastal development include weak 
institutional and human capacities at all levels, 
lack of recognition of Exclusive Economic 
Zone (EEZ) by international community, and 
lack of surveillance, monitoring and 
protection of coastal and marine 
environments especially of habitats critical 
for abundance and diversity of fish stocks, 
such as coral reefs, and fish nursery areas in 
mangroves plantations.   Other constraints 
include low sanitary quality and hygiene 
standards for fish and fish products, post-
harvest losses, limited domestic markets; low 
levels of private investment and lack of know-
how and means of production (boats, engines, 
spare parts and fishing gear, repair of 
fibreglass reinforced plastic (FRP) hulls and 
engines, artisanal processing). 

For the first time in 15 years, the EU decided 
to support a specific fisheries and coastal 
development programme for Somalia, with 
an aim to promote and sustain artisanal 
fisheries production, processing and trade, 
and the related coastal management in two 
Somali regions, Somaliland and Puntland. 
Implemented through a Call for Proposals, 
the €5 million program has the objectives to 
develop the capacity of public and private 
sector institutions, support to small scale 
artisanal fisheries value chain and 
conservation and sustainable management of 
the coastal habitats in Somaliland and 
Puntland. This programme is expected to 
have direct benefits to the following 
stakeholders: 

 Ministries of Fisheries and Marine 
Resources in Somaliland and Puntland 

 Small scale producers and fishing 
community groups (associations, 
cooperatives etc.) along the coast of 
Somaliland and Puntland. 

 Fish traders and other stakeholders in 
the fisheries sector along the value chain  
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Endorsing Somalia's Compact  
The European Union will co-host in Brussels with the 
President of Somalia the "New deal for Somalia 
Conference" on September 16th. During this 
international Conference, Somalis and donors will 
endorse a "New Deal Compact" and engage formally 
in this new 3 year aid programme. 

 
 

First Europe Day in Mogadishu  
The EU celebrated on 15th May, for the first time in 
years, "Europe Day" in Mogadishu with its Somali 
and international partners. 

 

 

 

 
The EU listens to the Somali youth  
On the occasion of Europe Day, the EU organised 
a round table with key actors representing the 
Somali youth sector. The panellists stressed the 
link between unemployment and insecurity, and 
economic skills development and employment 
creation. They focused on the youth's potential to 
bring and deepen the fragile peace and the need 
for a holistic approach to youth programming. 

 

EUROPE DAY 

The European Union celebrated on 15
th

 May, 
for the first time in years, "Europe Day" in 
Mogadishu with its Somali and international 
partners. 

"Celebrating Europe day after 22 years in 
Mogadishu is part of the paradigm shift and 
allows us to mark the unwavering friendship 
between the European Union and Somalia. I 
very much appreciated the commitment 
witnessed today by President Hassan Sheikh to 
our partnership and a new Somalia. The EU 
and Somalia have the same hope and desire for 
lasting peace and solidarity" stated the EU 
Special Envoy, Michele Cervone d'Urso. 

A key event on this special day, translating in 
concrete terms the EU's efforts to work inside 
Somalia and in partnership with the Somali 
Government, was the launch of the EU 
Training mission (EUTM) in Mogadishu. This 
is a game changer for EU engagement in 
Somalia in the security sector.  

The EU was also proud to have a special focus 
on the Somali youth on Europe Day by 
organising a round table with key actors 
representing the Somali youth sector. The 
role of youth in peace building and 
reconstruction of Somalia was discussed 
during the two phased roundtable event 
facilitated by two Civil Society Organizations 
(CSOs) namely IIDA and CRD. Somali 
panellists drawn from youth organizations, 
private sector, NGOs, umbrella organizations 
(CSO coalitions), the Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry provided an excellent analysis of 
issues affecting youth and their potential role 
in peace building and reconstruction of 
Somalia. The panellists stressed the link 
between unemployment and insecurity; and 
economic skills development and 
employment creation. Youth's potential to 
bring and deepen the fragile peace; and the 
need for a holistic approach to youth 
programming were also discussed. The 
plenary session following the roundtable 
presentations managed to interrogate the 
definition of youth in the Somali context and 
possible investment opportunities in Somalia. 

Moreover, on the occasion of Europe Day, the 
entire team of the EU Mission to Somalia 
went to Mogadishu. This was also the first 
common visit of this kind as some of the 
Somalia Mission team never had the 
opportunity to visit Somalia before. It was a 
wonderful team building occasion. 

THE NEW DEAL 

The Federal Government of Somalia and the 
European Union announced after Somalia's 
first "New Deal Core Group", on 26

th
 of June, 

they are to co-host the international "New 
Deal For Somalia Conference" in Brussels on 
16 September 2013. The international 
conference will endorse the "New Deal 
Compact" that will commit the Somali people 
and their international partners to a set of key 
priorities and new support for the 
reconstruction of Somalia over the next 3 
years. 

High Representative Vice President Catherine 
Ashton said: "The situation in Somalia has 
been transformed over the past year. There is 
now a real atmosphere of activity, emerging 
governance and hope. It is therefore more 
important than ever that the international 
community makes good on its promises of 
support for the Somali people. This joint event, 
co-hosted by Somalia and the EU, will endorse 
the "New Deal Compact" as the foundation of 
the international community and Somalia's 
mutual commitment to a three year plan that 
can deliver peace, security and development to 
all Somali people." 

President of the Federal Republic of Somalia, 
H.E. Hassan Sheikh Mohamud said: "On 16th 
September, Baroness Ashton and I will 
convene the New Deal for Somalia Conference 
in Brussels, and present to the international 
community the key political, security and 
developmental priorities for Somalia guided by 
the New Deal principles for fragile states 
agreed in Busan in 2011. All Somalis must seize 
this opportunity to galvanise international 
support to aid our recovery. We have this one 
chance to ensure that over the next three years 
we build on the momentum of progress and 
remove any threat of a return to anarchy and 
conflict. I hope the world will attend to pledge 
their support to secure this fast emerging 
success story." 

The "New Deal Compact" is a milestone that 
commits national and international partners 
to jointly deliver on the most critical political, 
security and socio-economic priorities. The 
New Deal also includes a new financial 
architecture for Somalia based on mutual 
accountability and partnership.  

For more information on the New Deal process:      
http://www.newdeal4peace.org/about-the-
new-deal  

 
 

http://www.newdeal4peace.org/about-the-new-deal
http://www.newdeal4peace.org/about-the-new-deal
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