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European Union and Somalia join hands in maritime security partnership

On 4 September 2013, off the coast of Mogadishu, the EU Naval Force (EU NAVFOR) Atalanta
hosted the President of Somalia, Hassan Sheikh Mohamud, on board the Dutch EU NAVFOR
flagship, HNLMS Johan de Witt. The President, his Ministers and security commanders met
with EU Special Envoy to Somalia, Michele Cervone d'Urso, the EU Naval Force Operation
Commander, Rear Admiral Bob Tarrant and Head of Mission of EU Capacity Building Mission
(EUCAP) Nestor, Etienne de Poncins. It was discussed how the different EU instruments can
support the development of a comprehensive Somali Maritime Strategy.

The event built on the first meeting held on June 24 on a EU Naval Force flagship and aimed to
further foster the partnership between Somalia and the European Union and constitutes a
stepping stone towards the third international counter-piracy conference in Dubai on 11-12
September 2013 and the “New Deal for Somalia” Conference in Brussels on 16 September
2013. The New Deal Conference will endorse a 'Compact' between Somalia and the
international community that identifies the key political, security and socio-economic priorities
for the coming years.

President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud: "Somalia welcomes cooperation with the EU to improve
maritime security as part of the broader engagement of the EU in Somalia. Maritime
cooperation will have important effect on the stabilization and development of coastal areas in
my country. I intend to present the outline of a comprehensive maritime strategy during the
Brussels Conference”.

EU Special Envoy to Somalia, Michele Cervone d'Urso said: "This event was yet another
occasion to reiterate the EU's strong commitment to help Somalia on its path towards stability
and security. During the upcoming "New deal for Somalia" Conference in Brussels, support to
the Somali security sector will be high on the agenda, including maritime security".

In order to support the Somali authorities to increase their capabilities to fight piracy and other
illegal activities off their coastline, the EU NAVFOR Dutch flagship also provided the platform
for a EUCAP Nestor maritime crime seminar, including a practical exercise with delegates from
Somalia. The delegates, comprising Somali prosecutors, judges and maritime police officers,
observed a demonstration of how a suspect pirate vessel is intercepted, including boarding the
vessel, detaining suspects, seizing evidence and investigation.

Speaking about the seminar Etienne de Poncins, Head of Mission of EUCAP Nestor, said “events
which include practical exercises such as the one organised on board the Dutch flagship are an
important means to demonstrate the broad engagement required from the Somali judiciary
and police in order to effectively tackle counter piracy and other illegal activities as to improve
maritime security in the Horn of Africa.”



Background

EUCAP Nestor is a civilian led European Union mission aimed at enhancing maritime capacities
of countries off the Horn of Africa and the Western Indian Ocean.

EU Naval Force deters, prevents and represses acts of piracy and armed robbery off the coast
of Somalia. EU Naval Force ships protect World Food Programme vessels delivering aid to
Somalia and AMISOM shipping. EU Naval Force ships also contribute to the monitoring of
fishing activity off the Somali Coast.

ENDS

For more information:

Magali Uytterhaeghe

Press and Communication Officer

EU Mission to Somalia

Office: Union Insurance House, Ragati Road off Haile
Selaisse Avenue - Upper Hill - Nairobi - Kenya

A NEW DEAL FDR SDMALIA Tel: +254.20.280.25.25 // Cell: +254.717.10.44.14

BRUSSELS CONFERENCE Mail: Magali.Uytterhaeghe@ext.europa.eeas.eu

16 September 2013 Website: http://www.eu-somalia.eu

Twitter: @SomaliaEU

Flickr: EUSomalia
Youtube: EU SOMALIA

Sonia Khoudja

Senior Press and Public Information Officer (SPPIO)
EUCAP NESTOR, HQ - DJIBOUTI

Mobile: +253 77 083 044

Email: Sonia.khoudja@eucap-nestor.eu

Web: www.eucap-nestor.eu

Lt Cdr Jacqueline Sherriff MBE Royal Navy
EU Naval Force (EU NAVFOR) Spokesperson

Tel: +44 (0) 1923 958693
Mobile: +44 (0) 7540417378
E-Mail: spokesperson@eunavfor.eu

URL: www.eunavfor.eu



mailto:Magali.Uytterhaeghe@ext.europa.eeas.eu
http://www.eu-somalia.eu/
https://mobile.twitter.com/SomaliaEU
http://www.flickr.com/photos/93698096@N08/sets/
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCu2oUCk2OYYsSii1g9pjT1A?feature=watch
mailto:Sonia.khoudja@eucap-nestor.eu
http://www.eucap-nestor.eu/
mailto:mediaops@mschoa.org
http://www.eunavfor.eu/

