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EU announces lifting of air ban on Cebu Pacific Air 
 

The European Commission has updated for the 23rd time the European list of 
airlines subject to an operating ban or operational restrictions within the European 
Union, better known as "the EU air safety list". On the basis of safety information 
from various sources and hearings before the EU Air Safety Committee, the 
Commission decided to remove Cebu Pacific Air from the EU Safety List allowing it to 
operate to the European Union. 
  

Siim Kallas, Commission Vice-President responsible for transport, said: "When 
countries do what it takes to ensure the safety of their aviation industry, they get 
recognition for their efforts." 
 

Following last year's removal of Philippine Airlines from the Safety List the 
Commission is now doing the same for Cebu Pacific Air. This is further proof of the 
gradual improvement in air safety in the Philippines.  
 

EU Chargé d' Affaires, a.i. Julian Vassallo commented: "Today's 
announcement should be a source of great satisfaction for our partners at the CAAP 
and Cebu Pacific. Their hard work has  achieved an excellent result for Philippine 
aviation. This is a promising day for EU-Philippine economic and people-to-people 
relations." 
 

The Commission decision is based on the unanimous opinion of the EU Air 
Safety Committee, which met from 25 until 27 March 2014. The EU Air Safety 
Committee consists of aviation safety experts from the Commission, from each of the 
28 Member States of the Union, as well as from Norway, Iceland, Switzerland, and 
the European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA). The Commission decision also 
received a positive opinion from the European Parliament and the Council of 
Ministers. 
 
Background information 
 

The updated EU air safety list includes all airlines certified in 20 States, for a 
total of 294 airlines fully banned from EU skies: Afghanistan, Angola, Benin, Republic 
of Congo, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Djibouti, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, 
Gabon (with the exception of 3 airlines which operate under restrictions and 
conditions), Indonesia (with the exception of 5 airlines), Kazakhstan (with the 
exception of one airline which operates under restrictions and conditions), 
Kyrgyzstan, Liberia, Mozambique, Nepal, Philippines (with the exception of two 



 

 

airlines), Sierra Leone, Sao Tome and Principe, Sudan and Zambia. The list also 
includes 2 individual airlines: Blue Wing Airlines from Surinam and Meridian Airways 
from Ghana, for an overall total of 296 airlines. 

 
 
Additionally, the list includes 10 airlines subject to operational restrictions and 

thus allowed to operate into the EU under strict conditions: Air Astana from 
Kazakhstan, Afrijet, Gabon Airlines, and SN2AG from Gabon, Air Koryo from the 
Democratic People Republic of Korea, Airlift International from Ghana, Air Service 
Comores from the Comores, Iran Air from Iran, TAAG Angolan Airlines from Angola 
and Air Madagascarfrom Madagascar. 
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Thelma Gecolea, Public Affairs Officer, EU Delegation to the Philippines 

Phone 8595124, thelma.gecolea@eeas.europa.eu 

 

 

 


