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3.1. Migrant Filipinos in the EU and their remittances 

Official Philippine government's estimates of the Filipino diaspora puts the total number of Filipinos 
abroad at 10.2 million in 2013 (latest data available), a reduction of 2.4% compared to the preceding 
year. Out of these, 4.9 million have permanent jobs. The number of seafarers remained the same as 
the year before with around 370,000.

While overall numbers reduced, the number of Filipinos living in the EU increased substantially, by 
14% to 807,000, accounting for 7.8% of the total. Migrant Filipinos are present in all EU Member 
states but Italy (34% of EU total), the UK (27%), and Greece (8%) remain the most popular 
destinations.  

 The number of Filipinos
living in the EU grew by
14% to over 800,000 

The EU became the 4th
largest host of (land-based)
migrant Filipinos, after the US,
Saudi Arabia and UAE
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Figure 16: Philippine diaspora in the EU in 2013
Source: Eurostat
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According to 2014 Philippine data, the most popular destinations for OFW's in 2014 were Saudi 
Arabia, accounting for 24.8% of OFW's, followed by the UAE with 15.6%. Both countries overtook the 
US (accounting for 6.5%) followed by the EU who is now the fourth largest host of migrant Filipinos.  
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Figure 17: Major hosts of land-based overseas Filipinos, 2013 
Source: Commission on Filipinos Overseas

Figure 18: Deployed overseas Filipino Workers 
Source: Philippine Overseas Employment Administration 








