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Jean-François Cautain has extensive work experience in the field of European Union external relations. 

His main areas of expertise include: international cooperation and assistance to developing countries, 

political analysis and dialogue, post-conflict situations and civil society. 

 

Jean-François Cautain has been serving within European Union institutions since 2001, when, following 

his substantial work experience in Afghanistan in the development cooperation field with aid agencies, he 

was appointed Head of Operations of the European Commission Delegation to Afghanistan. 

 

Following challenging years in Afghanistan, Jean-François Cautain was appointed Head of Political, Press 

and Information Section of the European Commission Delegation to Thailand, from 2005 to 2009. He was 

in charge of the policy dialogue with the Government of Thailand and with different stakeholders in 

Myanmar. He also brought his support and guidance to the regionalised delegations of Cambodia and 

Laos in the area of policy analysis. 

 

After the ratification of the EU Lisbon Treaty in 2010 and 2011, Jean-François Cautain actively contributed 

to the establishment of the new European External Action Service where he was appointed as Team 

Leader in the Policy Coordination Division in Brussels. His team provided guidance to EEAS staff (including 

the newly established EU delegations) on EU external representation, internal coordination and political 

issues. 

 

In November 2011 he was appointed as the first resident European Union Ambassador to the Kingdom of 

Cambodia. In October 2014, he became the Dean of the Diplomatic Corps. He left Cambodia in summer 

2015 after being appointed as Ambassador to the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.  

 

Jean-François Cautain holds a Masters in Development Management from the London School of 

Economics, and a Doctorate in Veterinary Medicine. 

 

Jean-François Cautain is married and has two children. 


