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Government of Malawi and EU agree on  
Capacity Building for Trade Development 

 
The European Union (EU) and the Government of Malawi have signed today a new Capacity 
Building Programme for Trade and Private Sector Development.  The new programme aims 
at contributing to poverty reduction through accelerating the growth of export oriented 
enterprises. The Financing Agreement has a total value of EUR 12 million (approximately 
MKW 2.8 billion). 
 
The objective of the programme is to support the currently rather limited diversification of the 
Malawian economy, including by developing the mining sector, and to improve the environment 
for exports.   
 
The programme is composed of three components. The first one focuses on enhancing the capacity 
of the relevant government departments to generate trade related information and statistics for 
policy making, to monitor trade performance and to improve the capacity to provide trade 
intelligence for the private sector. The second component supports the Standardization, Quality 
Assurance, Accreditation and Metrology infrastructure in Malawi to facilitate growth of non-
traditional exports and consumer protection. The third component enhances the capacity of the 
core government departments mandated to regulate and oversee the development of the mineral 
sector through building of human capacity, strengthening of the mining sector regulatory 
framework and updating of geological mapping of Malawi. 
 
"This programme illustrates the strong commitment of the EU to support the development of the 
Malawian capacity to trade even in the absence of any specific trade partnership with the EU itself. 
This is also demonstrated by the European Commission's last week's proposal for strengthening 
the effectiveness of the unilateral trade concessions granted by the EU to Malawi and other Least 
Developed Countries (LDCs) through the "Everything but Arms" (EBA) scheme and follows the 
recent improvements of the rules of origins under EBA", said EU's Ambassador to Malawi 
Alexander Baum. 
 
 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Christophe Legrand, Press and Information Officer, EU Delegation to Malawi, 
christophe.legrand@eeas.ec.europa.eu 
tel: 01 773 199 

 

Delegation of the European Union to the Republic of Malawi, 
P.O. Box 30102, Area 18 Roundabout, Presidential Way / 
Cnr M1Capital City, Lilongwe 3, Malawi.  
Telephone: (+265) 1 773 199. 
Website, http://www.delmwi.ec.europa.eu/. 

 

“The European Union is made up of 27 Member States who have decided to 
gradually link together their know-how, resources and destinies. Together, during a 
period of enlargement of 50 years, they have built a zone of stability, democracy 
and sustainable development whilst maintaining cultural diversity, tolerance and 
individual freedoms. The European Union is committed to sharing its achievements 
and its values with countries and peoples beyond its borders”. 


