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EUROPEAN UNION DELEGATION MARKS HIV/AIDS  DAY,  
THURSDAY , 4 JULY 2013 

 

Thursday 4 July, (starting at 10:00) staff of the EU Delegation in Maseru marks 
HIV/AIDS day. The theme of the event is: "HIV/AIDS and Gender: What do we 
know, what do we do?" Staff of the Delegation and their families as well as their 
domestic staff, security guards, cleaning and gardening staff at the Delegation's 
office, have all been invited. This is the third time the event is being held. 

The one-day event hopes to increase participants' awareness on the theme of HIV/AIDS 
and gender ('what do we know') and to share  concrete ideas on how to deal with related 
issues as they manifest in daily life ('what do we do'). Notwithstanding improved care and 
a healthier lifestyle allowing many HIV/AIDS infected Basotho citizens to enjoy a quality 
of life that was difficult to imagine ten years ago, a continued high level of new 
infections, discrimination and social stigma remain of great concern. A better 
understanding of gender issues can make an important contribution in the fight against 
HIV/AIDS. The HIV/AIDS day's activities include presentations, drama, a quiz and the 
opportunity for testing and counselling.  

Announcing the day's programme, EU Ambassador Hans DUYNHOUWER said;  

'"HIV/AIDS and Gender: What do we know, what do we do?" is this year's theme of our 
HIV/AIDS day. With this initiative, we want to demonstrate the EU's commitment and the 
personal dedication of the Delegation's staff to make a contribution to the fight against 
HIV/AIDS. Efforts from governments, donors, charity and other organisations must be 
applauded in the fight against this scourge, but, not least, it is also our personal 
commitment to this fight that counts'  
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