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Lebanese agriculture
at a crossroads

New problems affecting agriculture have
recently arisen. Vulnerability to critical
climatic phenomena, increased demand
from emerging markets, price volatility,
and speculation on raw materials, all
represent important risk factors for

the future. Furthermore, because of a
lack of consistent strategic planning

in the agricultural sector in the past
decades, agricultural production in
Lebanon declined in comparison with
neighbouring countries but also with
other sectors of the economy. This
situation has major consequences for
the trade balance especially at a time
when Lebanon is engaged in agricultural
commodities trade which is subject to
international free-trade agreements.

The major challenge to reverse this
trend is to manage to both preserve and
enhance the natural capital of Lebanon
while at the same time restructuring the
entire sector.
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In the last few years, the Lebanese
Government, realising the high potential
of the agricultural sector, has made the
strategic choice of revitalising the sector
and shifting towards a more competitive
and sustainable system that is more
attractive to investment. The Ministry
of Agriculture’s Strategic Plan 2010-
2014 could serve as the foundation of a
comprehensive sector strategy that also
integrates the broader needs of rural
development.

In its longstanding partnership with
Lebanon, the European Union has always
been a keen supporter of agricultural
development in the country. The new
Agricultural and Rural Development
Programme launched in 2011 draws upon
previous projects funded by the EU, such
as the Agricultural Development Project.

In line with the renewed European
Neighbourhood Policy, the EU aims,
through its various agricultural projects,
to reveal the untapped agricultural
potential of Lebanon. This will help
promote job creation and initiate
inclusive growth in poor rural regions,
thereby reducing regional inequalities.

A strong and performing agricultural
sector would also allow Lebanon to be
more competitive at a regional level and
ensure a sustainable food security in the
country. The EU firmly believes that there
is a future for agriculture in Lebanon and
that supporting Lebanon in reforming
this sector will not only contribute to

the development of the country and the
preservation of its nature and landscapes,
but will also strengthen the stability of
the region.
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A LA Un enjeu
5 national
majeur

Avec une tradition agricole séculaire, des
ressources hydriques importantes et des
agro-systémes variés, le Liban devrait figurer
parmi les principaux acteurs du secteur
agricole dans la région. Or, plus de 80%

des produits agricoles et agro-alimentaires
consommés au Liban sont importés et la
valeur des importations annuelles s'est
accrue de pres d'un milliard d'euros durant
la derniere décennie.

Méme si le nombre d'agriculteurs ne
représente plus que 7% de la population
active, l'agriculture est un secteur qui
concerne I'ensemble des citoyens. En effet,
I'agriculture est au cceur de nombreuses
thématiques essentielles a la stabilité et au
développement du Liban parmi lesquelles
la sécurité alimentaire, la lutte contre

la pauvreté, le foncier, la valorisation

du patrimoine culturel et des paysages,
I'environnement, I'eau ou encore les
accords commerciaux.

L'Union européenne a conscience de
I'importance de I'agriculture qui a été et reste
toujours une piece maitresse de l'intégration
européenne. C'est pourquoi I'UE, dans le cadre
de sa Politique européenne de voisinage,

a signé en 2007 un Plan d'Action avec le
Liban définissant un agenda de réformes
économiques et politiques, qui souligne
notamment la nécessité de développer une
politique agricole d'envergure.

C'est précisément pour ces raisons que

I'UE et ses Etats membres soutiennent
I'agriculture au Liban a travers plus de 31
millions d'euros de dons, notamment dans le
cadre du nouveau Programme d'Agriculture
et de Développement Rural qui est présenté
dans cette newsletter.
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Entretien avec le Ministre de I’Agriculture
Dr Hussein Al Hajj Hassan

1) Quelles sont d'aprés vous les
principaux défis auxquels le secteur
agricole est confronté aujourd'hui au
Liban et quelles sont vos priorités en
tant que Ministre de I'Agriculture?

L'agriculture au Liban, comme I'ensemble
de I'économie du pays, souffre de plusieurs
problémes. Malgreé sa superficie limitée, le
Liban posseéde une densité de population
parmi les plus élevées au monde. Cela
contribue ainsi a la diminution croissante de
la superficie des terrains agricoles. De plus,
le secteur immobilier libanais continue de
se développer a un rythme soutenu, ce qui
provoque une augmentation drastique des
prix d'achat et de location des terrains.

En résumé, I'agriculture au Liban se heurte
aux colits élevés du foncier (acheté ou loué),
de I'énergie (électricité et combustibles),

du niveau de vie et des intrants (pesticides,
engrais, semences ...). Ainsi, notre coit de
production est beaucoup plus important
que celui de nos pays voisins et concurrents
que sont par exemple la Syrie, la Jordanie,
I'Egypte, ou encore I'Arabie Saoudite.

A cela il faut ajouter que le secteur agricole
souffre d'un handicap de taille : I'Etat libanais

a pendant longtemps négligé I'agriculture,
principalement les services d'encadrement que
sont la vulgarisation et le contrdle de la qualité.

Une des priorités de notre ministere est

de rendre I'agriculture compétitive. Nous
effectuerons cela notamment par le biais de
subventions. En effet, tous les Etats, que ce
soit nos voisins ou bien I'Union européenne
subventionnent d'une facon ou d'une autre
I'agriculture. Le Liban doit donc trouver
comment subventionner l'agriculture

tout en respectant ses engagements
internationaux, tels que les accords signés
avec I'UE ou la GAFTA. Subventionner
I'agriculture nous permettra d'aider les
agriculteurs a contribuer a I'émergence
d'une agriculture compétitive et de qualité.

2) L'affaire de I'E.Coli et la suspension
par le Liban des importations des fruits
et légumes en provenance de I'UE a
rappelé I'importance pour le Liban de se
doter d'un systéme d'alerte précoce et
de tracabilité des aliments pour mieux
se protéger et aussi de pouvoir garantir
un niveau élevé de qualité des produits
exportés. Ou en est-on en ce moment?

Au cours des deux derniéres années, le
Liban a fait beaucoup de progrés dans le
domaine de la quarantaine végétale et
animale, et des services de prévention et
d'inspection, que ce soit a ses frontiéres
ou sur son territoire. Le ministere essaie
de mettre la réglementation libanaise en
conformité avec celles des organisations

régionales et internationales qui s'occupent
de ces questions et auxquelles le Liban

a adhére. On peut par exemple citer la

FAO (Organisation pour I'alimentation et
I'agriculture), I'OIE (Organisation mondiale
de la santé animale), ou encore I'OMS
(Organisation mondiale de la santé).

Ce qui me préoccupe tout
particulierement, ce sont

la forét et la péche, car
contrairement aux autres
secteurs, le ministere n’a pas
les ressources nécessaires
pour les développer. Ainsi,
nous avons un grand besoin
de financement dans ces
deux secteurs.

Le ministére s'informe quotidiennement de
I'évolution de la situation sanitaire affectant
la sOreté alimentaire dans le monde et
prend toutes les mesures nécessaires afin de
garantir la protection des consommateurs.
C'est ainsi que, suite au probleme de I'E.Coli,
nous avons décidé de suspendre pendant
quelques jours les importations de fruits et
Iégumes en provenance d'Europe. Il se peut
que notre démarche ait été quelque peu mal
percue par I'UE. Cependant, cette décision
était nécessaire car elle visait avant tout a
préserver la sécurité alimentaire du Liban.
Nous avons agi de la méme facon a I'égard
du Japon suite a Fukushima : apres avoir
arrété I'importation de produits japonais,
nous l'avons progressivement reprise.

Par ailleurs, le Liban poursuit
progressivement I'amélioration de ses
systemes de tracabilité; ceux-ci englobent
désormais de nouveaux produits, tels que les
pesticides et les pommes de terre. Au fur et
a mesure, d'autres produits seront également
soumis au contrdle de la tragabilité.

3) Vous étes aussi le Ministre de I'élevage,
de la péche et de la forét. Quels sont

les principaux enjeux de ces secteurs et
comment voyez-vous leur évolution dans
les prochaines décennies?

Dans le domaine de I'¢levage, le Ministere
de I'Agriculture finalise actuellement un
ambitieux projet visant a encourager, entre
autres, les cultures fourragéres, ou bien
celles de I'orge et du mais. Ce projet devrait
bientot étre présenté au gouvernement.
Notre politique consiste par ailleurs a
financer |'achat et la distribution des
vaccins nécessaires pour les ovins et les
bovins. L'insémination artificielle bénéficie
aussi de notre soutien financier du fait
que I'¢levage est un élément vital dans le
développement du secteur.
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Concernant la péche, le ministere a lancé
un nouveau programme, en partenariat
avec I'ltalie via I'institut italien CIHEAM-
IAM-Bari (Institut Agronomique
Méditerranéen de Bari). J'espére
€galement obtenir des fonds aupres du
gouvernement afin de pouvoir lancer un
autre programme dans ce domaine.

Mais c'est dans le domaine de la
reforestation que le Ministére de
I'Agriculture souhaite étre le plus actif.
Le Liban était un pays ou les foréts
représentaient 35% de sa superficie. Or
nous avons perdu 22% de notre superficie
de forét, en raison de la sécheresse, de la
désertification et des incendies, ainsi que
des activités humaines (abatage des arbres
pour la construction de routes, maisons,
usines, etc.). Afin de remédier a cela, le
ministere a élaboré un programme trés
ambitieux visant a préserver les foréts et,
surtout, a procéder a une reforestation
du Liban. Nous souhaitons augmenter la
superficie des foréts et la faire passer de
13% a 20% du territoire libanais. Mais,
nous nous heurtons ici a un probléme de
taille : le coGt, puisqu'un tel programme
requiert un financement de 250-300
millions € sur 20 ans. A ce jour, nous
n'avons pas sécurisé le financement
nécessaire pour monter ce programme.

Le ministére a fait de grands progres dans
les domaines de I'élevage, la péche et la
forét, et plus précisément en matiére de
|égislation et de capacités du ministére, que
ce soit les capacités des ressources humaines
ou des équipements, ou bien encore les
capacités de vulgarisation et de contrdle.
Mais ce qui nous manque cruellement,

ce sont les grands financements, comme
celui nécessaire pour réaliser le projet de
reforestation du Liban.



4) Vous venez de signer une convention
de financement avec I'UE d'un montant
de 14 millions € pour un Programme
d'Agriculture et de Développement
Rural (ARDP). Qu'attendez-vous de la
coopération avec I'UE sur ce projet?

L'UE est un des premiers bailleurs de fonds
du Liban. Les fonds qu'elle verse au Liban
sont trés conséquents, et bénéficient
surtout au secteur agricole. Ainsi, I'UE a, par
le pass¢, financé le Projet de Développement
Agricole et vient de lancer son deuxieme
volet, le Programme d'Agriculture et de
Développement Rural, qui se déroulera sur
quatre ans. L'ARDP se concentre sur quatre
composantes qui sont trés importantes

Grace a I'UE, ’ARDP va nous permettre d’accomplir de nombreux
progres pour contribuer au développement d’une agriculture locale

competitive et de qualite.

pour pouvoir développer I'agriculture au
Liban : la vulgarisation, les infrastructures
et équipements, la production agricole et
I'acces au creédit.

De notre c6té, nous pouvons nous lancer
davantage dans la réalisation de nouveaux
projets, grace a une augmentation du
budget ministériel : multiplié par 2, 5, il est
passé de 40 milliards LL. I'an passé a 100
milliards L.L. cette année. D'autres ressources
viennent s'ajouter au budget principal du

Interview with Dr Zuhair Berro
Head of Consumers Lebanon

1) According to you, what are the main
challenges which the agro-food sector
is facing in Lebanon and what are your
priorities as the Head of Consumers Lebanon?

The biggest handicap for the agro-food
sector is the lack of a long-term policy

by the Government. Since 1990, the
successive Governments have essentially
focused their efforts on banking, finance
and a bit on tourism. Agriculture as well as
industry have been completely overlooked
and are today on the decline, while both
sectors employ nearly 50% of the Lebanese
workforce. Therefore, these sectors need

to be rehabilitated and become the
priorities of the current Government.
Besides, the Government lacks a global
vision for the country. Momentum for
change has been driven by the new Minister
of Agriculture, but it must be global and
common to the whole Government.

In addition, the international agreements
signed by Lebanon, notably the Association
Agreement with the European Union,

must be implemented, especially its article
demanding the abolition of monopolies.
Finally, the Lebanese tax system should be
reformed to be more beneficial to agriculture
and industry. Direct taxes should be increased.
The current issue of trafficking payment

of taxes and falsification of income should
also be tackled, to have more available
resources to develop the agro-food sector.

2) You have been very vocal about the urgent
need to take measures to guarantee quality
control and traceability of the different

food products. Do you think this issue has
been fully tackled? What should be done to
make sure that Lebanese consumers have
access to food products of good quality?

Since 90% of Lebanon's irrigation water

is polluted, the entire food chain is
contaminated from the source. Wastewater
management plants must be built to
provide clean and healthy water.

A legal framework that imposes quality
control, traceability and rules of hygiene

must be created and enforced to ensure

the good quality of agricultural products.
Indeed, no law imposes quality standards
regarding agricultural products. For example,
the Lebanese law allows producers to mix
Lebanese olive oil with other vegetable oils,
which are usually of very low quality, but

can be imported cheaply. This practice exists
because there is no legislation stipulating that
requirements should be met to be authorised
to put a good quality label on one's products.
In the domain of food safety, there is
currently no national structure responsible for
monitoring quality control and food hygiene
and a minimum of six or seven administrations
need to work together and coordinate. The two
hundred inspectors currently working at the
Ministry of Economy to control food hygiene
are unable at present to fulfil their mandate.
A national agency must thus be created to
monitor food security in the country and train
inspectors to do their job more efficiently.
Faced with fraudulent practices, Lebanese
consumers are powerless. When cases of
non-compliance with food hygiene are
discovered, even if they cause the death

of Lebanese citizens, insufficient action is
taken by the Government or the courts to
address them. The law states that in case

of food poisoning, the responsible person
must serve a prison sentence ranging from
three to ten years. However, such sentences
are never enforced: the restaurants and

shops are not even closed by the authorities
and their owners are never put on trial.

3) How do you explain the increase of food
prices in Lebanon and what measures would
you propose to contain this increase?

Consumers Lebanon prepares a quarterly
price index that lists the prices of 160 daily
consumption good and services. According
to our reports, those prices have increased by
520 since 2006. The EU and the World Bank
also consider that prices in Lebanon are on
average 25% higher than those in the region.
This increase is due to the existence of
exclusive businesses that have created a

lack of competition which contributes to

ministére. Par exemple, nous finangons un
projet de 50 milliards L.L. qui vise & améliorer
la qualité d'emballage, la réfrigération et
le transport des exportations libanaises. I
y @ un an, nous avons ¢galement adopté
un projet encourageant la population

a cultiver, entres autres, de 'orge, du

blé, des lentilles et du pois chiche. Dans

le cadre d'un autre projet, le ministere
cherche a couvrir les risques agricoles
résultant des catastrophes naturelles et
climatiques telles que les inondations.

the establishment of monopolies on imports
that control the economy. Lebanon imports
80% of its agro-food products. Therefore,
the merchants play a key role in the
economy, strengthened by the monopolies
they have established on imports and by
the support they get from many Lebanese
politicians who have also a connection.

We ran a campaign demanding that these
prices are decreased and that competition
laws are voted, but the Government has

so far remained silent on the subject.

4) How would you assess the EU
involvement in agriculture and consumers
protection in Lebanon (Qualeb programme,
etc.)? What would you like the EU
assistance to do regarding this issue?

Today there is a marked improvement in

the infrastructure of food security control,
thanks to the EU-funded Qualeb programme.
Five years ago, there was no quality control
laboratory in Lebanon and it was easy to

buy falsified test results for almost nothing.
However, this is not enough. For this type

of programmes to be sustainable there

must be a legal framework that ensures

food security. We encourage Qualeb-type
programmes, but the Lebanese Government
needs to create a legal framework first.
Some current political forces in the new
Government are more open to consumers. The
EU thus has the opportunity to encourage
them to make headway. First, the EU

should request the full application of the
Association Agreement, especially the article
demanding the abolition of monopolies.
Thanks to the current Minister of Agriculture,
there is a beginning of improvement.
However, when the Minister leaves his
position, it is unclear that the efforts sought
under his guidance will be pursued.
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Lebanon is among the countries with
the best potential for agricultural
development in the region. Already

agriculture represents an important part of

the economy in Lebanon: approximately
300 of the population either directly

or indirectly draw their income from
agricultural activities. Despite this, only
1.1% of the yearly budget is spent on
agriculture, while its share of GDP has
been of around 5-6% since 1994.

The sector is faced with a myriad

of problems such as: small and
fragmented land holdings, insufficient
knowledge of modern techniques

and environmental-friendly practices,
excessive use of pesticides, lack of rural
infrastructure, restricted access to rural
credit, inexistent farmers status, limited
research and extension services, lack of
sanitary and phytosanitary capacities.
All these issues hinder agricultural
development and contribute to the
low competitiveness of the sector.

The European Union has reconfirmed
its long-standing commitment to help
further develop the agriculture sector
by launching in 2011 the Agricultural
and Rural Development Programme
(ARDP), a €14 million programme

to be implemented by the Lebanese
Ministry of Agriculture until 2015.

The general objective of the ARDP is to
increase the overall performance of the
agriculture sector to achieve sustainable
food security and improve the livelihood
and development of rural and farming
communities. The programme particularly
seeks to strengthen the capacity of
national institutions to develop an
integrated approach to both agriculture
and rural development vision and to
implement a strategic approach to

the agricultural sector in general. This
programme will also seek to support
and empower local rural actors (farmers
as well as cooperatives) by increasing
access to credit and to infrastructure.

The ARDP aims to improve agriculture

through three channels:

« Strenghtening the capacity of
the Ministry of Agriculture at the
institutional, organisational, and
human resources levels. The Ministry of
Agriculture will also establish a Donors’
Coordination Committee to structure
coordination among donors and support
policy and institutional development.

» Enhancing access to credit and improved
extension services to support rural

development activities. The Credit for
Agriculture and Rural Development
(CARD) facility will be developed to
achieve this goal, in coordination with
Kafalat, whose scope of agricultural
guarantee schemes will be expanded.

Developing agriculture and rural
infrastructure to improve sustainable
water and land management. Hill lakes
will be built and water-user associations
will be established to manage the
infrastructure (notably modern irrigation
systems). Land management practices will
be improved through reforestation carried
out by municipalities and cooperatives.

The ARDP also addresses cross-

cutting issues, such as gender equality,
environmental issues, poverty reduction
and good governance. The programme
will endeavour to increase the number
of female beneficiaries of the CARD
scheme. In addition, environmental
sustainability will be assured by
introducing modern irrigation techniques
and by building the capacity of water-
user associations. The reforestation, to
be implemented in collaboration with
the municipalities and cooperatives,
will have a double environmental
impact: it will improve soil conservation
and decrease the risk of drought.
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EU supports a global plan for agriculture

The Agricultural and Rural
= Development Programme (ARDP)

Since the agriculture sector in Lebanon

is characterised by a high proportion of
full-time farmers who are usually falling
below the poverty line, the programme

is also expected to contribute to poverty
reduction by increasing access to credit
for farmers and cooperatives. Besides, by
developing agriculture, the ARDP seeks to
contribute to job creation in this sector.

1t is expected that by improving the
Ministry of Agriculture’s communication
capacities as well as by linking
electronically all Ministry’s institutions at
the central and local/regional levels, both
transparency and accountability will be
increased. The Ministry of Agriculture’s
governance would also be improved by
increasing the automation of its services
and expanding its 1T capacities. The ARDP
will target both national institutions

and local stakeholders ensuring a better
connection and coordination between
the top and bottom levels, and between
the new strategic orientations and the
concrete needs of agricultural actors.

In the end, it is expected that the
programme will benefit to at least 40 000
people, whose livelihood derive from
agricultural activities.

For more information:
www.agriculture.gov.lb



Soutien de I'UE au développement du Nord Liban

Programme d’appui au developpement local
dans le Nord Liban

La région du Nord Liban est une des
régions les plus pauvres et les plus
enclavées du pays. Le conflit de Nahr
el-Bared I'a davantage fragilisée.

En juillet 2009, a la demande des autorités
libanaises, le Programme d'appui au
développement local dans le Nord Liban

a été lancé. |l vise a désenclaver la région
en l'aidant a développer son important

Réhabilitation du

A la suite du conflit de Nahr el-Bared,
qui a également eu un impact important
sur les communautés libanaises, I'Union
européenne a mobilisé un financement
de 755 000 € afin de réhabiliter la
riviere et le canal de Nahr el-Bared.

Ce canal est, en effet, la principale source
d'irrigation pour les agriculteurs des régions
de Minieh et du Akkar (plus précisément

les municipalités de Bebnine, Mhamra,
Wadi Jamous, Borj el-Arab, Al-Amara,
Qobbet Shamra et Deir Dalloum).

Le projet est mis en ceuvre par
I'Etablissement des Eaux du Nord Liban,
qui a le mandat de gestion du canal. Les
travaux de réhabilitation des canaux
primaires et secondaires, sur 13 kilométres,
viennent d'étre réceptionnés. Le projet
permet désormais d'irriguer 1 500 hectares
de terres et bénéficie directement & 35 000
personnes. Au-dela des travaux importants
de réhabilitation du canal principal,

des actions de sensibilisation autour

de la gestion de I'eau ont été engagées
avec les communautés tout au long du
canal, afin que celles-ci entretiennent

le canal et pratiquent une agriculture

potentiel agricole. Le programme poursuit
deux objectifs : améliorer la compétitivité
du secteur agricole et les revenus des
agriculteurs, et préserver et valoriser le
capital environnemental de la région.

Ce programme de I'Union européenne de
18 millions €, mis en ceuvre par le Conseil
du Développement et de la Reconstruction
(CDR) et le Fonds de Développement
Economique et Social (FDES) s'adresse aux
communautés locales résidant dans les
régions du Haut Akkar, du Haut Dinniyé,
de Qoubayat, d'Akroum, de Wadi Khaled,
du Haut Hermel et de Halba-Joumeh,

soit a pres de 200 000 habitants.

Deux volets d'intervention constituent

le cceur du programme : la composante

« Infrastructures rurales », gérée par le

CDR, va financer des travaux d'irrigation

et de routes agricoles; la composante

« Développement communautaire », gérée
par le FDES, va soutenir des initiatives
locales mises en ceuvre par les municipalités
a travers un processus participatif.

L'UE, le CDR et le Ministére de I'Intérieur
et des Municipalités souhaitent également,

dans le cadre de ce programme, décliner
au niveau régional le Schéma Directeur
d'Aménagement du Territoire Libanais
(SDATL) adopté par le Conseil des Ministres
en 2009. Cet outil de planification
territoriale servira ainsi a orienter

les principaux décideurs dans leurs
investissements et projets régionaux.

Grace au programme, I'UE espere mobiliser
les administrations, les communautés
locales, le secteur privé et la société civile,
autour de stratégies de développement
durable du territoire. L'UE souhaite

aussi encourager une diversification de
I'agriculture, ainsi qu'une amélioration de
la productivité et de la rentabilité. Enfin, un
tel programme permettra d'instaurer une
meilleure protection de I'environnement, et
en particulier des écosystémes de montagne.

Le Programme d'appui au développement
local dans le Nord Liban contribuera ainsi
d'une part a l'unité et la stabilité nationales
par un rééquilibrage des régions, et d'autre
part a I'amélioration des conditions de

vie de la population libanaise par la
valorisation des potentialités de régions
souffrant d'un déficit de développement.

canal d’irrigation de Nahr el-Bared

soucieuse de son environnement.

L'impact de ce projet est une réduction
attendue de la pollution, I'amélioration
des conditions de vie et d'hygiéne pour les
populations en aval du barrage et le long
du canal, l'irrigation étendue des parcelles
a usage agricole et une bonne gestion des
ouvrages entre I'Etablissement des Eaux
du Nord Liban et les communautés.

Ce projet illustre la double stratégie de
I'UE : mettre en ceuvre des programmes de

développement de proximité a fort impact
et participer au renforcement institutionnel
des capacités des autorités de tutelle.

Le 30 septembre 2011, I'Ambassadeur
Angelina Eichhorst, Chef de la Délégation
de I'Union européenne, et Monsieur Jamal
Krayem, Directeur de I'Etablissement des
Eaux du Nord Liban, ont inauguré, en
présence des maires des municipalités
concernées, la fin des travaux de
réhabilitation du canal de Nahr el-Bared.

issue 3 | 2011 | page 5



The EU promotes food quality and entrepreneurship

QUALEB: better food products
quality for the Lebanese consumers

(A: QUALEB

S QUALITY PROGRAMMIE

The European Union has supported the
Lebanese agriculture for more than a
decade through specific programmes in
favour of the agriculture sector, the agro-
food industry, as well as their quality and
conformity to international standards.
More than €15 million have been provided
since 2005 to the reinforcement and
consolidation of a National Quality
Infrastructure.

The Qualeb Programme, hosted at the
Ministry of Economy and Trade, has helped
to improve the major components of the
conformity assessment chain, including
agricultural and agro-food products.

This aims at introducing an international
perspective that will promote improved
production and ensure that Lebanese
export oriented products and services meet
the required international standards.

The EU support has also involved assistance
to the drafting of modern laws in line with
international standards on food safety,
competition, standardisation, metrology,
technical regulations and conformity
assessment, and general product safety
and market surveillance. Moreover, more
than sixteen laboratories have been
equipped and upgraded, and staff have
been trained to allow better, cheaper and
internationally accepted tests for Lebanese
products including pesticides, water, soil
and agro-food tests. The EU Quality-related
programmes have also supported the
consolidation of quality-related institutions
(COLIBAC - the Lebanese Accreditation
Council, LIBNOR - the Lebanese Standards
Institution and the Consumer Protection
Directorate at the Ministry of Economy
and Trade). Consumer protection support
included training of inspectors on basic

Business incubators: promote
entrepreneurship in Lebanon

A Lebanese network of three business
incubators was created with the support of
the European Union and the Government
of Lebanon: BIAT for Tripoli and Northern
Lebanon, Berytech for Beirut and Mount
Lebanon, and SouthBIC for Sidon and
Southern Lebanon. These incubators

can provide services to agricultural and
agro-food-related companies, start-

ups and new entrepreneurs to prepare

a business plan, on how to best access

funding, technical, marketing, legal,
accounting, exporting and training advice.

More information at:
BIAT - Business Incubation Association
of Tripoli: http://biatcenter.org

Berytech - Technological pole:
http://berytech.org

SouthBIC: http://www.southbic.
org/contactus.php

ELCIM: for a developed
agro-food industry

Euro-Lebanese Centie

The Food
Advisory
Unit

w1 ey

E L c l M The Food Advisory Unit is an initiative by the EU-funded

ELCIM - Euro Lebanese Centre for Industrial Modernisation,
at the Industrial Research Institute (IRI). It aspires to link local
technical resources with agro-food businesses, particularly
with the purpose of improving the products and processes of
Lebanese small and medium-sized enterprises operating in
the Lebanese food industry. Chambers of Commerce, Industry
and Agriculture, the Syndicate of Lebanese Food Industries,
LibanPack, and universities in Lebanon are the natural
partners in all endeavours aiming to enhance the stature of
Lebanese agro-food industry.

ELCIM was created with EU support under the €9 million
Industrial Modernisation Programme a decade ago. ELCIM
will further benefit from EU funds to promote the Lebanese
industries, including agro-food, software, manufacturing,
Lebanese franchises and their competitiveness in international
markets in 2012-2013. The EU has allocated an additional
€1.9 million to this aim.

Find out more about ELCIM at: www.elcim-Ib.org
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food safety principles, practical inspection
skills and proposing action plans for the
market surveillance system. Finally, almost
fifty Lebanese enterprises benefitted

from high-level expertise to obtain ISO
Certification, many of them from the
agro-food sector. ISO certification allows
companies to further expand their markets
and create jobs. Qualeb has also produced a
series of ABC guides on quality, food safety
management systems, metrology, packaging
and labelling, accreditation, consumer
protection, certification and inspection etc.
(available on Qualeb's website).

Given the success of the programme, a new
€4 million funding has been allocated by

the EU for the 2010-2013 period to further
improve the Lebanese quality infrastructure.

For more information: www.qualeb.org

KAFALAT saAL

Kafalat facilitates

access to bank
funding

Kafalat is a Lebanese financial company
with a public concern that assists small
and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) to
access commercial bank funding. It helps
SMEs by providing loan guarantees based
on business plans / feasibility studies
that show the viability of the proposed
business activity. Kafalat processes
guarantee applications for loans that

are to be provided by Lebanese banks to
SMEs operating throughout Lebanon.

With a €4 million support from the EU,
Kafalat targets SMEs and innovative

start ups from the industrial, tourism,
technology, but also the agricultural sector.

Kafalat guaranteed loans benefit from
interest rate subsidies. These subsidies have
been set up to mitigate the crowding out
effect of the high interest rates in Lebanon
that are induced by public sector borrowing.
The interest rate subsidies are financed by
the Lebanese treasury and administered

by the Central Bank of Lebanon.

Kafalat's scope has been expanded in
the framework of the EU Agricultural
and Rural Development Programme,
in order to enhance access to credit to
support rural development activities.

Find more information at:
www.kafalat.com.lb




EU Member States support agricultural development
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Italy, one of the main European contributors
to the development of Lebanon (€78.5
million in total), is the first European Member
State in terms of support to agriculture

and rural development in Lebanon,

through €14 million of on-going grants.

One of its major projects is the "Social

and economic support for the families of
producers in olive-growing marginal regions
in Lebanon”, an initiative funded by the
Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the
Italian Cooperation through €3.3 million

as part of the Poverty Alleviation Fund.

The project aims at improving the economic
conditions of the Lebanese olive growers

by supporting the olive industry, in terms
of agronomy and environment, as well

as the promotion and development of
productive and human resources.

Implemented by the CIHEAM - |IAM Bari
(the Mediterranean Agronomic Institute of
Bari) in collaboration with the Ministry of
Agriculture, the project seeks to support

the families working in the olive oil chain
located in the marginal areas and to increase
their income. The areas benefitting from

the project are the olive-growing Cazas of
Akkar, Dinniyeh-Minieh, Zgharta, Bcharreh,
Hermel, Rachaya, West Bekaa, Marjeyoun,

e .

Hasbaya, Tyre, Nabatieh, and Bint Jbeil.
Partners of the project are the Italian NGO
Istituto per la Cooperazione Universitaria
(ICU), the National Scientific Research Council

(CNRS) and the Lebanese Agricultural Research

Institute (LARI). Furthermore, the National
Observatory for Women in Agriculture
and Rural Areas of Lebanon (NOWARA)
collaborates to all the project's activities
concerning the empowerment of women.

Italy supports the cooperatives of producers
in olive-growing marginal regions in

Lebanon through CIHEAM-1AMBari

The Italian initiative aims to support the
olive growers in increasing the quantity
and in improving the quality of olives and
olive oil, and in reducing their production
cost, but also to provide solutions to the
environmental problems caused by the
by-products of olive oil mills, through
technical and economic assistance. Youth
and women will be empowered to strengthen
the existing agricultural cooperatives.
The beneficiaries will also be assisted in
marketing and promotion of the olive oil
industry products and by-products.

The project will strengthen the extension
services at the Ministry of Agriculture in order
to assist and organise the different production
processes of the existing olive cooperatives
and olives growers in marginal olive growing
regions in Lebanon. Moreover, the project will
develop pilot actions to insure the correct
distribution of the vegetation water.

This initiative will be extended with an
additional grant to the Lebanese Ministry
of Agriculture, for a total amount of
over €1.7 million to support the national
programme for the improvement of the
olive oil quality all over Lebanon.

More information at: www.oliolibano.net

€ -+ Spain encourages agriculture

through productive capacity development

With the aim of contributing to the
socioeconomic development of Lebanon,

the Fundacién Promocion Social de la

Cultura (FPSC) and the Agencia Espafiola de
Cooperacion Internacional para el Desarrollo
(AECID) launched in 2007 a 4-year programme
to improve the productive capacity of the
agricultural sector of Southern Lebanon, one
of the most badly affected areas after the
military conflict of 2006.

In partnership with the Fondation

René Moawad, I'Association d’Aide au
Développement Rural and Arcenciel, this
€3.75 million programme aims to contribute
to the socioeconomic reconstruction

of Southern Lebanon, by constructing
infrastructures, training cattle farmers

and reinforcing their associations,

and by improving and rationalising
production and marketing systems.

The work carried out in the areas of Bint
Jbeil, Marjeyoun and Hasbaya tackles some
of the most frequent income-generating
activities of the rural population, such as
dairy and olive oil production, horticulture,
fruit tree growing, animal husbandry

and the manufacturing of medicinal and
aromatic plants. In this sense, some of the
specific initiatives promoted and funded

by the project include the improvement of
agricultural infrastructures and facilities,

the creation of professional networks and of
associations, the development of trainings for
farmers and cattle breeders, the increase of
output and the improvement of marketing.

Besides the organisations directly involved,

the agreement relies on the support of
the Lebanese Ministry of Agriculture and
the participation of various agricultural
cooperatives and local councils.

By aiming at the reduction of poverty through
the development of agriculture, Spain hopes
to improve food security and living conditions
of the rural and urban populations in
Southern Lebanon, to encourage sustainable
human development in Lebanon.

issue 3 | 2011 | page 7



EU News

34 meeting of the EU-
Lebanon Sub-Committee
on Economic and
Financial Affairs

On 20 September 2011, the European Union
and the Lebanese Government held the
third session of the EU/Lebanon Economic
and Financial Affairs Subcommittee, one of
a series of thematic meetings to promote
dialogue between the EU and Lebanon

and to discuss reforms in the country.
Sub-committee meetings take place in

the context of the European-Lebanon
Association Agreement in the framework
of the European Neighbourhood Policy.

The meeting gathered H.E. the Minister

of Finance, Mohammad Safadi, the Head

of the Delegation of the European Union,
Ambassador Angelina Eichhorst, the Director
General of the Ministry of Finance, Mr.
Alain Bifani, and Mr Heliodoro Temprano
Arroyo, Head of Unit of Macro-Financial
Assistance in Neighbourhood, based in
Brussels. Officials from the EU headquarters
and the Embassies of EU Member

States in Lebanon, and representatives
from the Lebanese Government were

also present at the meeting.

The Economic and Financial Affairs
Subcommittee tackled issues of joint
interest to the EU and Lebanon, including
macroeconomic stability, monetary and
exchange rate policy parameters, debt
reduction efforts and the reform of public
finance management. The subcommittee
stressed the need for more ambitious fiscal
consolidation, thereby changing the fiscal
structure: guaranteeing greater fiscal justice,
favouring productive sectors and developing

the services the Lebanese population expects.
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Success Story

Murals of Change: bridging differences

through mural art

Bridging differences through mural art was
the objective of the EU-funded Murals of
Change project, implemented by the NGO
Ricerca e Cooperazione, in partnership with
the NGO Alternative Initiative Network
(AIN) with a budget of €29 000. The overall
objective of the action was to foster
cultural and religious diversity and respect
amongst three groups of twenty-five youths
each, coming from Abbasieh (South), Zahle
(East), and Bourj al-Barajneh (Palestinian
refugee camp near Beirut), through mural
art and other activities (workshops on
photography, theatre, art publication,
social engagement, environment). The three
groups had also the opportunity to meet
and exchange during common workshops,
such as painting altogether two murals
during the three-day Hamra Street Festival.

The youth enjoyed the project so much that
they hope to see it extended. This was a
strong wish particularly for three 17-year-
old Tanayel students, who are not enrolled

European Film Festival

The 18" edition of the European Film
Festival took place from 24 November until
4 December 2011. Some films were also
screened in Tripoli (1-4 December), Jounieh
(2-8 December), Saida (8-10 December)
and Zahle (13-17 December). Organised
every year, this Festival offered again

a unique insight into European culture

and traditions. A special effort was made
to promote Lebanese cinema, including
helping young Lebanese filmmakers in
showcasing their short films, in partnership

in school, but after being involved in the
project and part of a group who wrote

a booklet on mural arts they have since
realised their potential. Besides this, group
activities were held in areas of Lebanon
which some youth would never have visited
without the help of the project.

Being part of the project has been a way

for the youth to realise that despite being
different, they have many things in common.
The project led them to abolish stereotypes
about one another and to respect their
differences, thus contributing to create a
more tolerant and peaceful Lebanon.

A common final ceremony was held on 28
October 2011 to celebrate the end of this
successful project.

More information at:

Facebook Group Murals of Change
https://www.facebook.com/#!/
groups/120954347983965

with the Lebanese audiovisual schools.

The European Film Festival is organised

by the Delegation of the European Union
to Lebanon in collaboration with the
Embassies and Cultural Institutes of the
European Union Member States, under the
patronage of H.E. the Minister of Culture.

More information at:
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/
lebanon/press_corner/all_news/
news/2011/20111116_en.htm

n Join the Delegation of the EU in Lebanon on Facebook!

The Delegation of the European Union is pleased to announce that it launched
its Facebook page in October 2011 to diffuse information among the Lebanese
public about the EU actions in Lebanon. If you want to know more about the
EU role in Lebanon, please like the page on Facebook through this link:
https://www.facebook.com/search/results.php?q=UE%?20Libanétinit=qui
ckéttas=0.3986571058917953 #!/pages/European-Union-Delegation-to-

Lebanon/168529159903092
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