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Excellency Mr. Hassan Mneimneh, Minister of Education and Higher Education,
Dr. Raouf Ghusayni,
Distinguished Professors,

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

We live in the present. But the past shapes the present and the present shapes the future. 
French writer Victor Hugo once said "What is history? An echo of the past in the future; a reflection from the future on the past". The main reason why the European Union has decided to support this conference from its very outset is a basic belief that history, by apprising events of the past, will enable us to better shape the future. 
In other words, a shared historical knowledge gained in school and elsewhere strengthens the identity and the decision-making capacity of a free citizen, able to participate actively in a democratic society. As such, history teaching is at the core of the founding principles of the European Union.
The European Union itself was born after the Second World War from an unprecedented spirit of reconciliation between long-lasting enemies (in particular Germany and France); and the efforts of its Member States to promote peace and understanding were focused in particular on overcoming conflicting interpretations of the past and prejudices on the 'other' in history textbooks.
We should teach history in schools not only because students need to know the facts, but also because history, as a 'laboratory of human experience', helps them understand themselves, each other and the world around them. 

History must be taught so that it breeds critical thinking and the capacity to use evidence, understand and assess conflicting interpretations and analyse change. 
Objectivity may seem sometimes unobtainable and truth may feel ultimately unknowable. But if we want to create a pluralistic atmosphere and develop the civic competencies of the students, this debate on learning and teaching history is crucially important.
I am here to testify of the support of the European Union to the efforts of Minister Mneimneh and of the Lebanese Association of Education Studies in re-opening this debate in Lebanon.
The European Union is happy to contribute some of our most experienced experts on history teaching in post-conflict contexts, history pedagogy and textbook research, and I thank them for their participation. 
This conference is just one stone in the mosaic of efforts needed to change the current practice of history teaching. In the end, as always, it will be on the ground, in the schools, where change will actually happen. That is why I would like to salute also the efforts of individual teachers, like those who will be here with us today and tomorrow. Their job and responsibility are enormous.
Thank you for your attention and I wish you two days filled with positive learning and sharing.
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