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Strengthening the role of
the local authorities

The importance of the local dimension of
development is now widely recognised and
a consensus emerged that local governance
can make public institutions more effective
in meeting citizens’ needs. In line with the
subsidiarity principle, a core value in the
European Union, local governance aims

at promoting the most relevant level of
public intervention by ensuring that local
authorities manage issues that can be more
efficiently tackled at local level.

Local authorities bring a unique added
value to the development process. They
are much closer to the citizen than other
public institutions and offer an added
value not only in terms of service delivery,
but also to build democracy. They can
mobilise different local actors to work
together. Through inclusive decision
making processes and participatory
methods for the preparation and
implementation of local development
plans, development strategies can be more
adapted to local needs and priorities.

Of course, to achieve this goal, local
authorities must be legitimate, accountable
and responsive to the needs and rights of

citizens, and able to deliver public goods
and services.

The European Union considers local
governance as key priority of the
governance agenda in Lebanon. After

an interruption of municipal elections
between 1963 and 1998, the municipal
sector has witnessed a new vitality with
three democratic municipal elections. But
the financial, technical and administrative
capacity of municipalities still prevents
them too often from playing an active role
in the development process.

In that context, the EU has actively
supported local authorities with a double
approach, empowering local authorities
through capacity building and supporting
the implementation of priority projects

at local level. Each programme targets

a specific objective: empowerment of
municipalities and capacity building,
regional development, and reduction of
territorial inequalities. Nevertheless, these
different initiatives present a common
feature: giving the responsibility to local
authorities to manage their own projects,
to ensure ownership and to allow them to
develop their competences. Such

skills can then help them to grasp
funding opportunities, notably from
European regions and cities, interested to
build partnerships with their
Mediterranean counterparts.

This approach can also help local
authorities to become ready to assume,
one day, enlarged responsibilities if the
Government of Lebanon is moving towards
a decentralisation agenda, as foreseen in
the Ministerial Statement.
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Pour un
Etat plus
proche des
citoyens

C'est avec émotion que je quitte le Liban

a la fin de I'année 2010. Depuis 20086, j'ai
apprécié le sens de |'accueil des Libanais, la
diversité culturelle du Liban, et sa capacité a
surmonter les épreuves.

En sillonnant le Liban, et en visitant les
projets financés par I'Union européenne, j'ai
rencontré des maires de toutes sensibilités
politiques qui ont témoigné des défis
partagés par les acteurs locaux, et de la
nécessité de rapprocher le niveau central et
le niveau local. Parce que ce n'est pas I'Etat
central qui peut, de Beyrouth, satisfaire
I'ensemble des besoins de chaque Libanais.
Parce qu'il faut bien un relais démocratique
entre I'administration nationale et le citoyen
dans la gestion des affaires quotidiennes.

Ma conviction est qu'un Etat libanais fort
ne peut s'édifier qu'en étant au plus pres du
citoyen. Il ne sera pleinement légitime que
s'il lutte non seulement contre les inégalités
sociales, mais aussi contre les disparités
régionales. Cette problématique constitue

a mon sens une composante essentielle du
défi politique libanais : la stabilité du pays
dépendra pour beaucoup de sa capacité a
inclure les régions frontalieres, souvent moins
favorisées, sur la voie du développement.

C'est pourquoi, depuis des années, I'Union
européenne soutient les acteurs locaux

a travers tout le pays. Aujourd'hui, ces
enjeux sont bien présents dans I'agenda

du gouvernement et je m'en félicite, méme
si initier un processus de décentralisation
sera un réel défi. C'est donc avec beaucoup
d'espoir que je passe le relais a mon
successeur, Angelina Eichhorst, pour
accompagner les ambitions des autorités
libanaises dans cette voie.

Patrick Laurent
Chef de Délégation

For information, please contact
the Delegation of the European
Union to Lebanon:

+961 1 569 400

www.dellbn.ec.europa.eu




Interview with Minister of Interior and Municipalities, Ziyad Baroud:

Programmes and initiatives to promote local
governance and decentralisation

How do you assess the current situation
of municipalities? What are the main
challenges local authorities have to face,
including at the financial level?

Municipalities in Lebanon are the elected
bodies closest to the people and as such
have an important role in assisting citizens
with addressing local issues and enhancing
their quality of life. Unfortunately, for too
long municipalities were ignored, and for
a period of over 30 years no municipal
elections were held in Lebanon.

In the lead-up to the 2010 municipal

and mukhtar elections many doubted

the holding of these elections. We were
determined to hold elections in order to
allow our 964 municipalities to regain their
vitality and by the same token reactivate
over 150 municipalities that had been
dissolved since the 2004 elections for
various reasons.

Obviously our attempts at reforming

the local election law indicated our
commitment to making local government
more representative and inclusive. And
while the draft law was adopted at the
cabinet level it was not passed in time for
the elections by Parliament. Nevertheless,
this effort was an opportunity to introduce
important new concepts to the general
public such as proportional representation,
women quota and pre-printed ballot which
is likely to help in future reform efforts.

How do you assess the role of donors in The Ministry has recently also launched a
Another important challenge for Lebanon's  their support to municipalities? Is it in national study to draft a local development
local governments are the laws that govern  your opinion sufficient and adequate? strategy that will help donors identify
their work and that need significant What would you suggest to enhance its municipalities’ priorities and ways to use
modernisation. For example of the 36 effectiveness? resources allocated for joint municipal
different taxes levied by municipalities projects more effectively.
only 3 remain relevant. Furthermore, Donors have played an important and
municipalities are lacking the human effective role over the past years in What are the objectives of the Ministry
resources and tools to forecast their revenues  supporting municipal councils in various of Interior and Municipalities in the
and often to allocate their resources. areas including comparative expertise, area of local governance and what are
training, equipment and financial support the concrete steps that the Ministry is
Similarly, municipalities cannot accept to local projects. This support has been contemplating in months to come?
donations without the approval of welcomed and we hope that the Ministry's
the Council of Ministers, nor can they collaboration with donors in this important ~ Since my arrival at the Ministry we have
borrow money from banks for their area will continue. embarked on a process of administrative
various projects. While the Ministry of decentralisation in compliance with the
Finance collects the money on behalf Some of the challenges that we have ministerial decree and the direction set
of municipalities, these resources are identified regarding the support to by the President of the Republic General
often not disbursed on time which municipalities is related to coordination Michel Suleiman.
significantly impedes municipal work. | of donors' efforts. There is currently
have tried to address this problem since | work being done to address this problem As such, we have developed a
have become Minister and we are on the through a master plan and better comprehensive public awareness effort
way to finding an adequate solution. A allocation and tracking of assistance to and consultative process that will be
recent study by the World Bank tracking the areas of need. We have also initiated launched in collaboration with civil society
disbursements of funds to municipalities regular meetings with donors to ensure within the coming weeks. The public
via the Independent Municipal Fund shows  a more timely exchange of information awareness campaign will help explain
that for the first year since 1997 the and a more effective use of funds, and to to citizens the role and responsibilities
municipalities are receiving their due avoid duplication. of local governments and the strengths
funds on time. and weaknesses of the existing system,
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highlighting the importance of
administrative reform to address some of
the existing shortcomings. The consultative
process, on the other hand, will include
roundtable discussions and focus groups
all around the country to seek local leaders
and citizens' opinion on various questions
related to municipal councils' role and
administrative decentralisation.

At the end of that process we anticipate

being able to draft a decentralisation law
for adoption by the Council of Ministers

and Parliament.

We are also launching a capacity building
project with the UNDP and Human Habitat
to train over 1200 municipal elected
officials in months to come.

In order to promote local governance
and prepare for future reforms, we have

also embarked with UNDP's assistance on
developing a restructuring plan of the
General Directorate of Municipalities.

An essential part of our work with
municipal councils for the period 2012

to 2015 will be through a European Union
grant of €20 million to be allocated to two
main areas, namely to implement reforms
related to enhancing the financial capacity
of municipalities and to fund strategic
projects launched by unions

of municipalities.

According to you, what are the
challenges that a decentralisation process
is likely to face?

Administrative decentralisation is an
important process in Lebanon because it
will provide local governments with greater
autonomy, resources and opportunities for
local development. This however is likely in

several localities to be the subject of tense
negotiations between different levels of
government and among political forces
at the local level. Reallocating decision
making power and certain resources from
the central government to the periphery
is also bound to be the source of heated
debate. But this is needed to move

the process forward. Another concern
would be the ability of the Government
to implement the laws that are passed
depending on the economic situation and
the level of indebtedness of the State.

Nevertheless, a successful process of
decentralisation is bound in my opinion

to benefit the country in many ways and
most importantly by improving the lives of
citizens nationwide.

Towards a reform of municipal finance:
the EU future strategic approach

In order to increase the sustainability of on-going initiatives in the field of local governance and to best
accompany the ambitions of the Lebanese Government in this field, the European Union wishes to move
towards a more strategic approach that can build upon the results of previous initiatives.

In particular, the EU wishes to strengthen
the relation between the central and local
levels and to develop innovative funding
mechanisms from the central administration
to local authorities. However, the municipal
sector still lacks a comprehensive strategy,
a modern legal framework and sufficient
financial resources. It is essential to
reinforce the role and the capacity of the
Ministry of Interior and Municipalities
which has the mandate over decentralised
levels of authorities. In addition,
municipalities remain highly dependent
from central government transfers and the
base for local revenues is weak, leading to a
structural financing gap.

In that context, the EU is preparing a new
programme of €20 million that should

be implemented over the period 2012-
2015 to support the municipal finance
sector in Lebanon. This programme aims
at promoting a more balanced socio-
economic development through stronger
local development based on a modernised
municipal administration and an effective
central support to the municipalities.

To reach this objective the programme will
support two main priorities. First of all, it
will focus on improving the effectiveness
and efficiency of municipal sector

management. In addition, it will strengthen
the municipal finance system to sustain
service delivery through capacity building
to municipal actors and a grant mechanism
targeting local development projects.

The final goal of this programme is the
establishment of a Municipal Development
Fund, which would support local

projects, in line with the mandate of
municipalities and unions of municipalities.
This Fund could be a valuable tool for
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donors to channel efficiently financial
support to municipalities and unions of
municipalities. Such mechanism would
represent a sustainable source of funding
for local investment projects and a useful
complement to current public transfers to
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The EU programme is designed in close
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an attempt to develop joint mechanisms to
support the municipal sector.
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Local governance: a long standing partnership

with 12 unions of municipalities

In the framework of its cooperation with
the Office of the Minister of State for
Administrative Reform to rehabilitate the
Lebanese Administration, the European
Union has initiated in 2005 the LoGo
"Local Governance" project aiming at
empowering local authorities in the
development process.

With a total of €13 million, this programme
engages 12 unions of municipalities that
are spread out over the Lebanese territory,
which involve in total more than 200
municipalities and non-municipal villages:
Iglim el Toufah, Bint Jbeil, Jezzine, Joumeh
Akkar, Zgharta, Aley, Sahl, High Shouf,
Shouf Souayjani, Kesrouan, High Metn,

and Hermel.

The aim of the LoGo programme is to
foster, through a participatory approach,
local development projects and improve
in such way governance at local level and
management capacities, and encourage
the participation of local actors in
development strategies.

In the first phase of the programme,

a support was given to the unions of
municipalities through the establishment
of Local Development Offices and the
recruitment of Local Development Agents,
in order to initiate a dialogue between all
local actors on needs and priorities.

The programme also delivered targeted
technical assistance to disseminate
participative planning methods to the elect

- o

The Local Development Office of the Federation of Municipalities of Hermel

and the local communities, to train civil
society organisations and to increase youth
awareness on the local development issues.
In addition, the programme contributed

to set up partnerships between the
different unions and European regions and
cities. During this phase, the 12 unions

of municipalities managed to elaborate
local development plans on the basis of an
inclusive consultation process.

The second phase of the programme
consists in the implementation of some
priority projects of the local development
plans in each union, in the fields of

agriculture, environment or tourism. The
objective is to make the best possible

use of the local territories resources

to launch new economic activities.
Projects have been identified by the local
communities for their capacity to create
job opportunities, increase the revenues of
local population and therefore slow down
migration of young people towards large
cities and abroad. The implementation

of these projects is undertaken by the
unions themselves which have therefore
the full management responsibility, while
benefiting from a support for the
technical supervision.

CIUDAD: strengthening partnerships in the

neighbourhood

The “Cooperation In Urban Development
And Dialogue” (CIUDAD) programme

aims at enhancing the capacity of local
authorities in the Neighbourhood region
(Southern Mediterranean and Eastern
Europe) to promote sustainable, integrated
and long-term urban development
initiatives, while using good governance
methods.

The programme promotes mutual
understanding, exchange of experience and
cooperation between local actors in the
European Union and in the neighbouring
countries through the implementation of
common projects. It fosters partnerships
among local and regional authorities in

the region (South-South, East-East and
South-East partnerships), involving an
active participation of other actors such as
NGOs, universities and other organisations
working on urban sustainable
development, in order to ensure long-term
benefits.

Today, CIUDAD supports the
implementation of 21 projects of a total
value of €14 million in the fields of

good governance and sustainable urban
development, environmental sustainability
and energy efficiency, sustainable
economic development and reduction of
social disparities.
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8 Lebanese local authorities (Tripoli,

Hermel, High Shouf, Bint Jbeil, Zgarta,

Shouf Souayjani, Ghobayreh, Joeil) actively
contribute to such projects, in partnership
with Morocco, Tunisia, Jordan, the Palestinian
Territory, Georgia, Spain and Italy.

A supporting mechanism to the
programme provides technical assistance
to the beneficiaries, monitors progress
and ensures the dissemination of results
of the projects and visibility of CIUDAD,
primarily through the use of existing city
and regional networks.

More info at:
http://www.ciudad-programme.eu/



Trois questions a Noha Ghosseini, maire de
Baakline et presidente de la Féderation des
municipaliteés du Chouf Souayjani

En tant que maire et présidente de
fédération, quelles sont vos taches et
responsabilités quotidiennes ? A quels
défis faites-vous face ?

Le maire doit étre un bon dirigeant, ayant

une vision et de la créativité, et un chef

d'équipe pour coordonner beaucoup

d'acteurs locaux, ce qui demande du temps

et de la patience. Je dois assurer avec les

équipes concernées:

® Un accés plus facile de la population
locale aux services municipaux.

® Un accueil attentif et courtois des
citoyens.

® Une réponse satisfaisante a leurs
demandes et a leurs réclamations.

L'interaction avec la population de Baakline
et celle des autres communes de la fédération
fait aussi partie de mon quotidien. J'avoue
que les responsabilités du maire libanais
sont devenues de plus en plus difficiles ces
dernieres années, a cause de la diminution
des revenus financiers provenant de I'Etat
libanais. L'aide apportée par les donateurs
est appréciable : elle permet de combler
ce déficit et d'assurer le développement
de nos territoires, et constitue aussi une
expérience.

Comment percevez-vous le role de la
fédération par rapport a celui de la
municipalité ? Pensez vous qu'il devrait
étre renforcé ?

La fédération de municipalités vise a
promouvoir le développement local, dans

le respect du principe de subsidiarité et de
solidarité entre les municipalités membres,
en rassemblant les moyens humains,
matériels et financiers disponibles dans

les municipalités concernées. Les activités

de la fédération couvrent un vaste champ

de services publics : la politique régionale,
I'environnement, I'urbanisme, le traitement des
déchets, I'assainissement, la sécurité routiére...

Toutefois, n'ayant pas assez de moyens
financiers, les municipalités membres

ne payent plus leurs redevances a la
fédération dont les moyens restent donc
malheureusement limités. Renforcer le
role de la fédération par rapport a celui
de la municipalité permettrait de réaliser
des projets communs qui ne peuvent étre
exécutés par une seule municipalité.

Les femmes participent encore assez peu
a l'action municipale : comment remédier
a cette situation ? Que pensez-vous du
principe d'un quota féminin ?

Il 'est vrai que la représentation féminine
dans les institutions politiques nationales
et locales demeure faible et lente. Les
¢élections municipales de 2010 ont vu
une petite augmentation du nombre de
femmes €lues mais les lois ¢lectorales
libanaises ne favorisent pas I'acces des
femmes au pouvoir. Je trouve dans le
régime du "quota" provisoire un prélude
essentiel qui pourrait favoriser I'égalité
politique entre femmes et hommes, en
diminuant les obstacles économiques,
sociaux et intellectuels a la participation

féminine. Cela permettrait aux femmes de
montrer ce qu'elles sont capables de faire.

"Le progres de la femme c'est le progres de
tous" : les collectivités locales constituent

I'endroit idéal pour illustrer ce slogan.

Mais la seule approbation d'un quota
féminin ne suffit pas. Pour favoriser une
plus grande implication des femmes dans la
gouvernance locale, il s'avére nécessaire de:
déclencher une mobilisation de toute la
société civile, des responsables moraux

et religieux, des partis politiques et des
syndicats, en veillant a ce que la promotion
féminine ne soit pas qu'une affaire de
femmes; renforcer les synergies au niveau
local entre associations et groupes
féminins, afin de redéfinir les rapports de
ces derniers avec |'instance municipale.

Thematic programme “Local Authorities”

To strengthen cooperation with non-
governmental and other civil society
organisations and with local and
decentralised authorities in the field

of development, the European Union
launched the thematic programme
"Non-State Actors and Local Authorities
in Development” in 2007.

In all regions of the world, this programme
allows to strengthen the capacity of civil
society organisations and local authorities
to promote a more equitable, open and
democratic society. By inviting these
actors to submit their own proposals, this
programme can support concrete home-
grown initiatives.

The programme's three main components

are the following:

® Support to development actions to be
implemented by non-state-actors or

local authorities, in close cooperation
with local communities and vulnerable
groups.

® Support to actions in the EU and
acceding countries aiming at raising
public awareness of development
issues and promoting education for
development.

® Support to actions aiming at fostering
synergies and facilitating a structured
dialogue between civil society networks
and local authorities.

Lebanon has been allocated a country-
specific envelope to support actions
implemented by local authorities
(municipalities and/or unions of
municipalities), which aim at promoting
an inclusive and empowered society in
Lebanon. A new call for proposals has
been launched.

The call for proposals targets more
specifically actions which fall traditionally
under the mandate of the local authorities,
actions exploring synergies between

local authorities and civil society, as well
as actions aiming at strengthening the
capacity of local authorities to address
citizens needs.

The full guidelines for applicants are
available for consultation on:
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/europeaid/
online-services/index.cfm?do=publi.
welcome

The deadline for submission of proposals
is Monday 14/02/2011 at 3:00 pm.

More info on: http://ec.europa.eu/

europeaid/how/finance/dci/non_state_
actors_en.htm
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Programme d’appui au developpement local
dans le Nord Liban

La présence au Liban de fortes inégalités
territoriales et la difficulté, pour I'Etat
central, de les corriger, a mené I'Union
européenne a une réflexion sur la nécessité
d'un appui régionalisé.

Le Nord du pays, et tout particulierement
la région montagneuse, est une zone
assez enclavée et pauvre. En raison de cet
isolement, cette région n'a pas toujours
pu bénéficier d'un appui adéquat, qu'il
s'agisse des donateurs ou des services
gouvernementaux. L'UE a donc lancé en
2009 un programme d'un montant de 18
millions € spécifiquement axé sur la région
du Nord, mis en ceuvre par le Conseil du

Développement et de la Reconstruction
(CDR).

Ce programme vise a accompagner les
communautés du Nord dans la gestion
des ressources agricoles et naturelles,

a valoriser les atouts de la région et
notamment son agriculture de montagne
et son environnement encore préservé. Les
activités sont principalement articulées
autour de deux axes d'intervention :
réhabilitation de routes agricoles et
construction de lacs collinaires ou
d'ouvrages d'irrigation. De plus, des projets
de développement de proximité seront
mis en ceuvre par les municipalités ou les

unions de municipalités, aprés un processus
participatif de définition des priorités
locales. La nature de ces projets sera liée a
I'engagement des communautés dans leur
gestion et dans leur pérennité.

Pour encourager une approche stratégique
de la répartition des richesses a |'échelle
régionale, ce programme permettra
€galement d'initier un processus de
planification territoriale dans la région

du Nord du Liban, en s'appuyant sur le
Schéma Directeur d'’Aménagement du
Territoire Libanais - SDATL (voir plus bas).

The ESFD supports vulnerable communities:
strengthening the role of municipalities in

fighting poverty

The Economic and Social Fund for
Development (ESFD) was created

early 2000 to alleviate poverty and
support marginalised and disadvantaged
communities. The ESFD benefited from
€31 million allocated by the European
Union and €6 million by the Lebanese
Government.

The ESFD identified a number of poverty
pockets in all regions of Lebanon and
has focused, in these areas, on two
complementary activities: (i) creating
job opportunities through the provision
of small and micro-credits to Small and
Medium Enterprises -SMEs- through
banks and (i) improving access,
distribution and quality of social services
to deprived communities.

As up to date, 3.507 loans (equaling LBP
54.7 billion) have been provided to SMEs
in partnership with three commercial
banks. In addition, on the basis of a
national poverty map realised by the
ESFD in 2004, a large number of deprived
municipalities have been supported

to offer social services. More than 65

sub projects have been implemented

by local actors in the field of food
processing, artisan production, agricultural
irrigation, water supply and sanitation,
wastewater installations, power supply,
health, education, cultural centres. Those
projects are directly implemented by the
municipalities or unions of municipalities
with a technical support of ESFD.

The ESFD constitutes an important

Inauguration of a water project in Mar Touma in Akkar (25 June 2009)

instrument of the Lebanese Government's
policy for poverty alleviation in all regions
of the country and as such can be an
efficient vehicle for donors' assistance to
vulnerable regions and communities.

For more information: http://www.esfd.
cdr.gov.lb/Home.aspx

Le SDATL : un outil precieux de planification

Le Schéma Directeur de I'Aménagement
du Territoire (SDATL) représente une vision
de long terme du développement des
différentes régions et de ['utilisation des
espaces trés divers du territoire libanais. Il
a été approuvé par le Conseil des Ministres
en mars 2009.

Les trois objectifs principaux du Schéma
sont de : garantir I'unité nationale, de
favoriser un développement équilibré entre
les régions et de rationaliser |'utilisation
des ressources.

Les options de développement proposées
ont été identifiées autour des objectifs
suivants : structurer le territoire autour de

pbles urbains puissants; associer toutes les
régions au développement économique
national; répartir les grands équipements
de maniere ciblée; unifier le territoire
par un réseau de transports performant;
assurer un développement urbain de
qualité, respectueux des caractéristiques
de chaque région; mettre en valeur les
richesses naturelles du pays; exploiter

la ressource Eau dans une optique
durable et résoudre efficacement les

problémes des carriéres, de I'assainissement

et des déchets.

La carte des vocations des sols préparée
par le SDATL fournit un cadre a
I'¢laboration des documents d'urbanisme
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locaux, schémas directeurs, plans et
réglements. Le SDATL est aussi un véritable
outil de programmation permettant

aux autorités libanaises d'orienter les
investissements publics et les interventions
des donateurs.

L'Union européenne a participé a son
financement et a sa diffusion.

Pour plus d'informations : http://www.
cdr.gov.lb/study/SDATL/sdatIf.htm



Revitalising trade: a boost for the EU

and Lebanon

The European Commission has launched a
new blueprint for an EU trade policy called
"Trade, Growth and World Affairs", which
is designed to help revitalise Europe's
economy and enhance regional trade,
including the Southern Mediterranean
region. It is based on the progress achieved
in the "Global Europe" objectives for the
period of 2006-2010.

The new blueprint analyses the importance
of trade for economic growth and job
creation and proposes a strategy to reduce
trade barriers and to open global markets.
According to EU Trade Commissioner

Karel De Gucht, "a renewed trade strategy
will open markets and connect Europe to
the main sources and regions of global
growth." Such a strategy of openness has a
threefold benefit: it encourages economic
growth, increases employment and benefits
consumers by increasing the variety of
goods available as well as decreasing prices.

This trade policy will not only benefit the
European Union; it will also benefit all

of the EU's trading partners, including
Lebanon. The over-riding aim of European
economic policy is faster growth, as this
would ensure that the two other objectives
are met. This strategy will thus increase the
benefits of trade for Lebanon and the EU.

EXPORT

HELPDESK ,

The importance of the Southern
Mediterranean region for the EU can be
highlighted: based on the 2009 trade
figures, the EU's total trade with the region
stood at €224 billion, which represents
some 10% of total EU external trade.
The Trade Ministers of the Union for the
Mediterranean gathered in Brussels in
November 2010 to boost trade reform

in the region even further. The ministers
also discussed the status of the creation
of a Euro-Mediterranean free trade area.
This includes liberalisation of trade in
agricultural products and services.
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As part of its bid to increase regional trade
with the Southern Mediterranean, the EU
has launched its trade Export Helpdesk
in Arabic. The Export Helpdesk is an
online service provided by the European
Commission to facilitate market access
to the EU. It offers information required
by exporters interested in supplying

the EU market, from labelling rules to
import tariffs and rules of origin. It
offers information free of charge and in
five languages: English, French, Spanish,
Portuguese and now Arabic as well.

Discover the EU Export Helpdesk at:
http://exporthelp.europa.eu/

Un nouveau service diplomatique européen pour une action extérieure plus cohérente

Le Service européen d’action exterieure

Le Traité de Lisbonne est entré en

vigueur le 1¢ décembre 2009. Partie
intégrante de ce Traité, le nouveau Service
européen d'action extérieure (SEAE) a

vu le jour le 1¢ décembre 2010. Le SEAE
bénéficiera du réseau des Délégations

de I'Union européenne et comprendra
aussi des ressources humaines provenant
des institutions de I'UE et des services
diplomatiques des Etats membres de

I'UE. Les Délégations de I'UE ont ainsi été
intégrées dans la structure du SEAE depuis
la date de sa création.

L'objectif du SEAE est d'aider le Haut
Représentant pour les affaires étrangeres
et la politique de sécurité, un poste
actuellement occupé par Catherine Ashton,
dans I'accomplissement de son mandat
ainsi que d'¢laborer et de coordonner la
politique étrangere européenne.

Les valeurs de I'UE et ses intéréts dans

le monde guideront I'action du SEAE. Ce
nouveau service facilitera une plus grande
cohésion des différentes politiques de I'UE,
en réunissant les différents volets de la

Le Président Michel Sleiman avec Catherine Ashton lors de sa visite au Liban (mars 2010)

diplomatie, de la sécurité, du commerce

et de I'aide humanitaire. Ainsi, le SEAE
renforcera davantage la politique de I'UE
en matiere de développement, en assurant
une plus grande complémentarité entre les
engagements politiques d'une part et les
moyens mobilisés pour le développement
d'autre part.

La Haute Représentante Catherine Ashton
a déja composé son équipe de direction du
SEAE en nommant Pierre Vimont comme
Secrétaire général exécutif et David
0'Sullivan comme Chef des opérations.
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Environnement et changement climatique

Les jeunes Libanais tirent la sonnette d’alarme

Le Liban et I'Europe sont confrontés a des
défis environnementaux communs. Nous
sommes voisins et partageons ensemble
I'espace méditerranéen. Le changement
climatique a un impact important sur
notre environnement, particulierement
dans cette région. Il est devenu un défi
important pour nos modes de vie, notre
économie et notre sécurité.

Consciente de cette situation, la Délégation
de I'Union européenne a cherché a
sensibiliser le grand public libanais a cette
question en langant un concours photo
pour jeunes photographes agés entre 18

et 25 ans sur le théme "Environnement et

Le premier prix a été décerné, par le

Chef de la Délégation de I'UE au Liban,
I'Ambassadeur Patrick Laurent, et S.E. M. le
Ministre de I'Environnement Mohammad
Rahhal, a Kassem Hamdoun, pour sa photo
intitulée "La puanteur de l'ignorance
humaine". Le deuxieme prix a été attribué
a Leila Gorra, 21 ans, pour sa photo "La
mort de I'arbre voyageur", et le troisieme
prix est revenu a Dory Younes pour sa
photo "Rotting Block".

Les 30 photos sélectionnées par le jury
ont été présentées lors d'une exposition
organisée par la Délégation dans les
"Escaliers Saint Nicolas" a Gemmayzé.

Kassem Hamdoun entre MM. Rahhal et Laurent

changement climatique au Liban". En effet,
la jeunesse doit étre le fer de lance de cette
prise de conscience. Nous avons demandé
aux jeunes photographes de mettre
I'accent sur ce probléme a travers

la photographie.

Les membres du jury qui ont sélectionné

les photos gagnantes étaient :

- Raghida Haddad : Rédacteur en chef de
la revue Al Bia' wal Tanmi'a spécialisée
dans I'environnement.

- Ricardo Mbarko : Artiste et enseignant en

- Roger Moukarzel : Photographe.

- Ghada Waked : Enseignante de
photographie a I'Académie Libanaise des
Beaux-Arts (ALBA) et 4 I'Université Saint-
Esprit de Kaslik (USEK).

Les photos ont été évaluées selon

leur mérite artistique, leur excellence
technique, leur originalité et le message
qu'elles transmettent.

arts a I'Académie Libanaise des Beaux-
Arts (ALBA).

- Samer Mo'dad : Directeur de Arab Images
Foundation.

EU renews commitment to
support Lebanese reforms

The Delegation of the European Union has
renewed its commitment to reform policies
in Lebanon by signing three financial
agreements in December 2010.

Two financing agreements for a €22
million grant, related to the "Support

to Reforms" programme, were signed to
support the Lebanese Government in the
implementation of its reform priorities.
They cover two distinct projects:

® "Support to Reforms" is designed to
enhance economic growth through trade
facilitation and tax reform and is funded
with a grant of €8 million. These goals
will be achieved by simplifying customs
procedures and establishing a modern
tax system so that public funds can be
used more efficiently.

"Support to Education and Public
Finance Management Reforms", which
is funded with a €14 million grant, will
improve the management of public
finances and the reform of the public
education system. It is paramount that
the budgeting processes are improved in
order to be able to allocate public funds
in an efficient manner. This will, in turn,
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facilitate the improvement of the public
education system.

The two financing agreements were signed
in the presence of H.E Prime Minister

Saad Hariri, by the Head of the Delegation
of the European Union to Lebanon,
Ambassador Patrick Laurent, and Dr. Suhail
Bauji, Secretary General of the Council of
Ministers.

The third financing agreement for the
programme of "Reinforcing human rights
and democracy in Lebanon" is funded
with a €10 million grant and will renew
EU assistance to the civil society and

the public administration in their efforts
to improve the human rights record in
Lebanon. This is achieved by strengthening
the civil society organisations, supporting
penitentiary and electoral reform as well
as improving the protection of women
domestic migrant workers.

This financing agreement was signed by
the Minister of State for Administrative
Reform, H.E. Mohammad Fneish, and the
Head of the Delegation of the European
Union to Lebanon, Ambassador Patrick
Laurent, on behalf of the Lebanese
Government and the European Union.

Erasmus Mundus
launches a new
call for proposals

Erasmus Mundus has a issued new call for
proposals that aims to support projects under
three actions:

® Action 1: Erasmus Mundus joint programmes

® Action 2: Erasmus Mundus partnerships

® Action 3: Promotion of European higher
education

Erasmus Mundus is a cooperation and mobility
programme in the field of higher education
that aims to enhance the quality of European
higher education and to promote dialogue and
understanding between people and cultures
through cooperation with third countries.

Erasmus Mundus contributes to the
development of human resources and the
international cooperation capacity of higher
education institutions in third countries by
increasing mobility between the European
Union and these countries.

Deadline for submission of applications
under all three Actions is the 29" of
April 2011.

For more information about this call for
proposals and Erasmus Mundus:
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/
funding/2011/call_eacea_41_10_en.php.
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