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7-8 OCTOBER 2009 ENP EVENT:
Generating public debate
on EU/Lebanon relations

Relations between the European Union
and Lebanon have, since January 2007,
been developed in the framework of the
European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP).
The ENP builds on - and reinforces - the

existing bilateral relationship as well as
regional cooperation in the context of
the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership. It
represents a major ‘step up’ in terms of
the scope and intensity of EU/Lebanon
relations, with the strategic goal of
enhancing mutual prosperity, stability
and security by supporting agreed upon
transformational change via the EU’s ‘soft
power’ tools.

Lebanese ownership is key, and EU efforts
are specifically geared towards helping the
Government’s own reform processes.

Transparency is also important, and the
main tool for implementing the policy is
the public and jointly agreed EU/Lebanon
ENP Action Plan, which contains mutual
commitments to work together on a
whole swathe of reforms.
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The entry into force of the Action Plan
in 2007 was marked by increased EU/

Lebanon engagement in the launching
of formal dialogues on political matters

and human rights as well as on ‘technical’

issues such as trade, economic reform,
social policy, etc.

1t was also marked by:

(i) a substantial increase in the EU’s
bilateral financial commitment;

(ii) the setting up of several additional
cooperation ‘windows’ for ENP partners
(expanded EIB lending mandate,
governance and investment facilities and
additional scholarship programme);

(i) the opening up to Lebanese
participation of specific EU tools to help
transfer expertise and know-how, namely
the Technical Assistance Information
Exchange Office (TAIEX) and twinning
instruments;

(iv) potential ENP partner participation in
EU internal programmes.

On 7 and 8 October 2009, the EU

will organise a series of open hearings
with the participation of the Lebanese
authorities and public, to take stock of
progress made in ENP implementation so
far in Lebanon. 1t is hoped that a lively
debate among stakeholders will generate
ideas and produce recommendations to
help guide future ENP implementation.

For more detail on the October event,
please see page 2.
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Dialoguer
pour
avancer

Le Plan d'Action UE/Liban adopté en 2007
dans le cadre de la Politique Européenne
de Voisinage (PEV), véritable feuille de
route pour les réformes - qu'elles soient
politiques, économiques ou sociales -,
refléte une ambition considérable et
revendiquée conjointement par les autorités
libanaises et I'UE. Certaines réformes ont
¢té adoptées et d'autres entamées, mais
la plupart d'entre elles se heurtent a des
blocages qui affectent grandement la vie
des Libanais.

L'instabilité qui a marqué ces derniéres
années a incontestablement freiné le
rythme des réformes et le dialogue
institutionnel dans le cadre de la PEV.

Elle explique aussi - mais pas a elle

seule - ['utilisation limitée par le Liban

des instruments offerts par la PEV et par
conséquent les occasions manquées jusqu'a
ce jour par les Libanais.

Néanmoins, il est encore temps d'aller de
I'avant, et c'est tout I'enjeu des "Journées
du Voisinage 2009 - Débats publics”

que la Délégation de la Commission
européenne organisera les 7 et 8 octobre
prochains. Lors de ces tables-rondes, les
représentants de |'Union européenne et

les autorités libanaises dialogueront en
toute transparence avec la société civile
libanaise, dans le but de mettre en relief
tant les succeés que les insuffisances révélés
par le passé, et surtout de faire émerger des
solutions concrétes pour renforcer notre
partenariat. Les séances seront ouvertes a la
participation du grand public et vous y étes
tous cordialement invités.

Patrick Laurent
Chef de Délégation

For information, please contact

the Delegation of the European
Commission to Lebanon:
+961 1 569 400

www.dellbn.ec.europa.eu




ENP ‘Open Hearings’

Bringing stakeholders together to debate

EU/Lebanon relations

The objective of these
hearings is to gather all
stakeholders in the ENP

in Lebanon - the State
administration, MPs, NGOs,
think tankers, economists,
Journalists, university
professors, beneficiaries

of EC projects, experts on
the ENP, EU Member States
representatives and the
European Commission - in
order to assess the ENP and
its implementation so far in
Lebanon, and to formulate
recommendations for
future policy attention and
assistance.

Three years since the entry into force

of the European Neighbourhood Policy
(ENP) in Lebanon, the Delegation of the
European Commission - with the strong
encouragement of Lebanon's Prime
Minister - is organising a series of public
hearings on the ENP, in the form of round
tables. These will take place in Beirut on 7
and 8 October 2009, in the Hotel Rotana-
Gefinor (Clemenceau).

The objective of these hearings is to
gather all stakeholders in the ENP in
Lebanon - the State administration,
MPs, NGOs, think tankers, economists,
journalists, university professors,
beneficiaries of EC projects, experts on the
ENP, EU Member States representatives
and the European Commission - in order
to assess the ENP and its implementation
so far in Lebanon, and to formulate
recommendations for future policy
attention and assistance.

The hearings will be structured in five
sessions, following the layout of the EU/
Lebanon ENP Action Plan, which contains
the detailed political commitments of the
EU and Lebanon to work on key reforms:

Session one (7 October, 9.30-13.30):
Democracy, the Rule of Law, human rights

and fundamental freedoms - discussions
will address all issues under this chapter
of the Action Plan, but with a focus on
electoral reform, human rights and the
fight against corruption.

Session two (7 October, 15.00-17.00):
Justice, freedom and security - focusing
on judicial reform, conflict prevention
activities, crisis management, as well

as security sector reform and border
management.

Session three (8 October, 9.00-11.00):
Economic and social reforms - the focus
will be on fiscal sustainability and macro-
economic stability, public finance reform,
and reforms in the field of social safety nets.

Session four (8 October, 11.30-13.30):
Sectoral reforms - the session will look at
the development of national policies, be it
in the social (education reform, including
the labour market development) or
infrastructure sectors (energy, environment,
water, transport), with particular focus on
the obstacles encountered and possible
ways to support future policy and
decision-making.

Session five (8 October, 15.00-17.00):
Trade-related issues, market and regulatory
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reform - discussions will target reform
plans related to trade liberalisation and
enterprise-promotion policies including
efforts to cut red tape.

Each session will consist of a ‘Core Group’
and invited panellists. The Core Group

will include: (i) a moderator - from the EC
Delegation/EC headquarters; (i) the Lebanese
authorities; (iii) an assessor of the progress
of ENP implementation so far in Lebanon
and (iv) expert speakers addressing the main
reform challenges in the country (in relation
to the theme of each round table).

The Core Group will start with a description
of the potential of the ENP in relation to
the theme of the session followed by an
evaluation of progress achieved so far. The
floor will then be opened for a debate with
all participants, including members of the
public.

The only requirement to attend is
registration by email sent to
domiana.eid @ec.europa.eu

Simultaneous interpretation from and into
Arabic, English and French will be provided.



Financing the ENP in Lebanon (|)

The European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument

The entry into force of the ENP in
Lebanon was accompanied by a
significant increase in EU assistance (from
€100 million for the period 2003-6 under
the old MEDA instrument to €187 million
for the period 2007-10), channelled

via the European Neighbourhood

and Partnership Instrument (ENPI), a
policy-driven financing mechanism

which supports the implementation

of commitments contained in the ENP
action plans.

At the macro level, the ENPI has three
strategic objectives: (i) supporting
democratic transition and promoting
human rights; (i) promoting transition
towards the market economy and
sustainable development and (iii)
advancing policies of common interest
(security sector reform, climate change,
energy security, etc.).

Within the framework of these strategic
objectives, the European Commission and
Lebanon established three main areas of
activity for the financing allocated to
Lebanon for 2007-2010:

Political cooperation (€22 million):
focusing on support for political
reforms and, more specifically, on the
promotion of democracy, human rights
and the reform of the judiciary.

One example is the €10 million allocated
to help modernise the Lebanese judiciary,
aiming at increasing its efficiency and
independence, and offering specialised
training courses for judges, lawyers and
clerks as well as supporting the upgrading
of the Institute of Legal Studies.

Post-conflict reconstruction and
recovery (€79 million): public
infrastructure improvement and
rebuilding in areas affected by the
2006 conflict as well as support to local
development planning, private sector
development and de-mining.

Essential projects in this field of activity
include the €4 million dedicated to
clearing landmines, which has already
brought 1.9 million square meters of
land back into productive economic
use. The EU also works via the ENPI

with both central and local authorities
and civil society to help implement local
development plans via the Office of the
Minister of State for Administrative
Reform (OMSAR).

Economic and social reforms (€86
million): focusing on the reforms
foreseen in the ENP Action Plan and in
the reform agenda of the Government,
including energy, social development
and poverty reduction, education and
environment.

Examples include €18 million dedicated
to promote agricultural development,
strengthening relevant institutions,
supporting rural development
initiatives and rehabilitating agriculture
infrastructure, as well as €14 million

to reinforce the competitiveness of the
Lebanese private sector by facilitating
business start-ups, access to finance for

innovative projects and quality assurance

by national authorities.

ENPI assistance is programmed together

with the Lebanese authorities and reflects
the jointly-defined strategic priorities of
the EU and Lebanon identified in the ENP
Action Plan and the Country Strategy
Paper (CSP) 2007-2010.

For more information on the

ENPI, please consult the European
Neighbourhood Policy website:
http://ec.europa.eu/world/enp/policy_
en.htm

In addition to the ENPI and other ENP-
related financing windows (see following
two pages), the EU uses several other
financing instruments in Lebanon, not
directly related to the ENP region. These
include the Instrument for Stability,
Instrument for Democracy and Human
Rights, Humanitarian Aid and Macro-
Financial Assistance. Together, these have
so far brought in excess of an additional
€150 million to the EU's funding in
Lebanon since 2007.

issue 3 | 2009 | page 3



Financing
the ENP in
Lebanon (]|)

New instruments,
additional resources

Three new elements, in addition to the
ENPI, have been put at the disposal of
Lebanon to help implement the ENP:

(1) New cooperation 'windows';

(2) Tools to exchange know-how;

(3) Participation in EU internal
programmes.

1. Since 2007, in addition to funds
channelled via the ENPI (see
previous page) four new cooperation
‘windows' have been opened to
Lebanese participation - on the basis
of demand and/or competition -
specifically related to the country's
involvement in the ENP:

Expanded EIB lending mandate

Under the ENP €8.7 billion in EIB (European
Investment Bank) lending has been made
available to the Mediterranean partner
countries for the period 2007-2013. These
resources are further augmented by €2
billion earmarked for projects of mutual
interest to both the European Union and
the Mediterranean partner countries. In
Lebanon, an example of a project which has
successfully attracted EIB financing is the
'Kesrwan Water and Wastewater' project.
This project benefits from a €70 million
loan, which will enable improvement in
sanitation services in the densely populated
and touristic region of Kesrwan and prevent
untreated water from being discharged
into the sea. The project is included in the
priority list of Lebanese projects for the
'Horizon 2020 initiative’ which aims at
tackling major sources of Mediterranean
pollution by 2020. The project is also part
of the National Action Plan for pollution
reduction formulated in connection with
the Barcelona Convention.

More information at:
http://www.eib.org/projects/
loans/2007/20070150.htm
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"Kesrwan Water and Wastewater” project, funded by the EIB loan together with NIF technical assistance.

Governance Facility

The EU's Governance Facility provides
additional funding of €50 million per
annum for the period 2007-2010, on

top of planned allocations. Its role is to
acknowledge the progress made by partner
countries in implementing the (broadly-
defined) governance aspects of the reform
agendas set out in their ENP Action

Plans. Funds are granted each year on a
competitive basis to a restricted number
of best performing countries in order for
the envelope to be of real added value
relative to yearly funding. The allocation
mechanism is closely tied to the European
Commission's Country Progress Reports,
which provide the basis for assessment of
progress made by each partner.

More information at:
http://ec.europa.eu/world/enp/pdf/
governance_facility_en.pdf

Neighbourhood Investment Facility (NIF)

The NIF - which became fully operational
in 2008 - aims at supporting lending
operations piloted by the EIB, the European
Bank for Reconstruction and Development
(EBRD) and other European financial
institutions in support of projects in the
ENP Region, including in Lebanon. It has an
indicative budget of €700 million to 2013.
The NIF was established to pursue three
objectives:

e Establish better energy and transport
infrastructure interconnections between
the EU and neighbouring countries as
well as between the latter;

® Address threats to our common
environment including that of climate
change;

® Promote equitable socio-economic
development and job creation through
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support to small and medium-sized
enterprises and the social sector.

The NIF uses a broad range of measures,
including co-financing through direct
grants, loan guarantees, interest rate
subsidies and technical assistance for
project preparation and supervision

in priority sectors as identified in the
ENP Action Plan in force for each ENP
partner country. The NIF supports the
reform priorities agreed with ENP
partner countries and contributes to the
investments necessary to further integrate
the EU with its neighbours, including

by financing infrastructure projects in
the energy, transport and environment
sectors.

The Kesrwan water and wastewater
treatment plant is the first project in
Lebanon to benefit from the NIF, which is
providing €4 million of technical assistance
through the instrument in order to pilot
EIB lending.

More information at:
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/
neighbourhood/regional-cooperation/irc/
investment_en.htm

and

http://www.eib.org/projects/
press/2009/2009-056-eib-supports-
water-and-road-infrastructure-in-
lebanon.htm

ENP scholarship programme

Enhancing mutual contacts and
understanding through people-to-people
exchanges, in particular for young people,
is a key objective of the ENP.

The ENP Scholarship Programme is
demand-driven, and involves higher
education institutions in both ENP
countries and the European Union. The
programme is open to undergraduate,



postgraduate, doctoral and post-doctoral
students from partner countries and
allows for teaching staff exchanges. Three
Lebanese students received scholarships in
European Integration Studies at Masters'
level under a special pilot project for the
ENP region in the 2008-2009 academic
year.

The scholarship programme was recently
incorporated into the new phase of
Erasmus Mundus, which started in January
2009.

More information at:
http://ec.europa.eu/world/enp/pdf/
progress2009/sec09_522_en.pdf
and
http://ec.europa.eu/world/enp/pdf/
country/enpi_interregional_en.pdf

2. Two new forms of technical assistance
have been extended to ENP partners,
specifically designed to help transfer
expertise and know-how. Lebanon
can now take advantage of:

TAIEX (Technical Assistance Information
Exchange Office)

TAIEX provides short-term technical
assistance and advice on convergence
with EU legislation and standards, and
on related administrative capacity needs,
technical training and assistance, as well
as access to data bases and information
networks that facilitate the monitoring
of legislative approximation measures.

It is a demand-driven instrument and
Lebanon applied for 14 TAIEX training
modules between 2006 and 2009

of which 12 were accepted, and has
participated in 47 TAIEX workshops,
seminars, expertise and study visits,

in such fields as the internal market,
agriculture and health.

More information at:
http://taiex.ec.europa.eu/

The twinning instrument

Twinning projects bring together public
sector expertise from EU Member States
and beneficiary countries. The twinning
of experienced EU Member State
officials with their peers in a ministry or
public institution contributes to sector
reforms and to the transfer of legislative,
regulatory and institutional experience
gained within the EU. Twinning was
originally designed to help candidate
countries for EU accession acquire the
necessary skills and experience to adopt,
implement and enforce EU legislation,
but was subsequently opened up to ENP
partners. To date, Lebanon applied and
benefited from 4 twinning projects.

3. The EU has also decided to open up
a number of its internal programmes
and agencies to participation by ENP
partners.

In July 2009, the European Commission
responded positively to Lebanon's request
to launch negotiations on a Protocol to
the Association Agreement that will allow
participation in EU internal programmes.
The programmes that are concerned
include:

® The 'Customs 2013' Programme, which
aims at ensuring that customs activities
match the needs of the internal market.

® The ‘Community Action in the field of
Consumer Policy’ Programme, which
contributes to protecting the health,
safety and economic and legal interests
of consumers, as well as to promoting
their right to information, education
and to organise themselves in order to

safeguard their interests.

® The 'SESAR Programme (Single European
Sky ATM Research), the EU's air traffic
control infrastructure modernisation
programme.

® The ‘Public Health' Programme, which
helps EU Member States protect and
promote human health and safety.

® The ‘Competitiveness and Innovation
Framework Programme (CIP)', which is
divided between the ‘Entrepreneurship
and Innovation programme’, 'Intelligent
Energy Europe’ and the ‘Information
Communication Technologies Policy
Support Programme’.
The CIP targets small and medium-sized
enterprises, supporting innovation
activities, providing access to finance
and delivering business support services.
It also encourages a better take-up and
use of information and communication
technologies as well as helps to develop
the information society, and promotes
the increased use of renewable energies
and energy efficiency.

Lebanon has expressed a formal interest
in participating in the CIP, whose total
budget for 2007-2013 is just over €3.6
billion.

More information at:
http://ec.europa.eu/cip/index_en.htm

To note that some EU programmes are
already designed to allow for ENP partner
participation without requiring general terms
and conditions to be laid down in protocols
to the Association Agreements. These
include: the Seventh Framework Programme
for Research, the Life-Long Learning
programme, the Culture programme and the
Youth in Action programme.
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Bilan de la PEV au Liban

Quelques avancees et des occasions manquees

En janvier 2007, I'Union européenne et le
Liban adoptaient un Plan d'Action bilatéral
dans le cadre de |a Politique Européenne
de Voisinage (PEV). Deux ans et demi plus
tard, les progres réalisés dans sa mise en
ceuvre sont en demi-teinte: la machinerie
institutionnelle a été établie (les réunions
au niveau ministériel et a celui des hauts
fonctionnaires ont eu lieu et un deuxiéme
cycle de sous-comités est actuellement en
cours) et quelques réformes ont avancé.

Cependant, le potentiel de la PEV au Liban
reste sous-exploité a plusieurs égards :

- sa capacité a servir de feuille de route
pour les réformes fondamentales;

- sa vocation a générer :
(i) le financement nécessaire a la mise en
ceuvre de ces réformes;
(i) des investissements en matiére
d'infrastructures;
(iii) le transfert d'expertise de I'UE vers le
Liban.

En tant que feuille de route pour les
réformes, le Plan d'Action UE/Liban se voit
mis en ceuvre de facon sporadique. Depuis
2007, la Commission européenne a adopté
deux rapports de suivi de la mise en ceuvre
de la PEV au Liban (avril 2008 et avril
2009) qui vont dans ce sens.

L'instabilité politique et I'inertie
parlementaire qui en a résulté sont en
partie responsables de la lenteur du rythme
pris par le calendrier des réformes au Liban.
En effet, bon nombre de projets de loi qui
permettraient de donner au processus de
réforme un nouvel élan restent en attente.
La récente focalisation sur les élections
|égislatives de juin dernier, ainsi que le
retard pris dans la formation du nouveau
gouvernement sont d'autres facteurs qui
expliquent les progrés relativement limités
des réformes.

En dépit de ce constat général, le Liban a
néanmoins su faire des premiers pas dans
plusieurs domaines, et méme des progrés
plus substantiels dans un nombre de
domaines plus restreint. C'est notamment
le cas en matiére de démocratie (nouvelle
loi électorale, formation de la Commission
de supervision de la campagne électorale,
tenue du scrutin en une seule journée,
abolition des cartes électorales) et dans le
domaine des droits de 'nomme (création
d'une unité au sein des Forces de Sécurité
Intérieure pour traiter spécifiquement de
ces questions, ratification du Protocole
optionnel a la Convention des Nations unies
contre la torture). Toutefois, le processus

de réforme électorale reste 4 consolider,
le Liban n'a pas encore pris les mesures
nationales permettant I'application du
Protocole contre la torture, le projet de
loi anti-corruption n'a toujours pas vu le
jour, et la nomination d'un Ombudsman
(médiateur) n'a pas été annoncée.

Dans le domaine commercial, le bilan est
également mitigé. Alors que le Protocole
sur le réglement des différends a été
paraphé par les deux parties en juillet
20009, le rythme auquel avance I'accés

du Liban a I'Organisation Mondiale du
Commerce est ralenti par la non-adoption
des projets de lois nécessaires, qui restent
en attente. Un sixiéme groupe de travail
s'est certes réuni en février 2009, mais le
Liban doit toujours fournir un nouveau
plan d'action législatif aux Etats membres
de I'OMC et négocier une libéralisation
consensuelle de ses services juridiques et
maritimes.

Les réformes économiques clés, telles que
la création d'un bureau qui vise a gérer
la dette extérieure ou d'un compte du
trésor unique, ainsi que la restructuration
de I'Electricité du Liban et du secteur

des Télécoms - qui sont alignées sur le
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programme de réformes présenté par le
Gouvernement libanais a la Conférence de
Paris Ill (janvier 2007) - n'ont pas encore
été réalisées.

S'agissant du financement et du transfert
d'expertise, le Liban doit faire plus pour
profiter pleinement des modalités de la
PEV. Par exemple, le Liban n'a établi que 4
jumelages techniques avec I'UE, un chiffre
largement en deca des 31 et 17 entrepris
respectivement par le Maroc et I'Egypte.
De méme, entre 2006 et 2008, le Liban a
bien moins profité des formations TAIEX
que I'Egypte, la Jordanie et le Maroc.
L'utilisation de la Facilité d'Investissement
pour le Voisinage (NIF) par le Liban a aussi
été faible - un seul projet en bénéficie. Ces
instruments offerts par la PEV sont activés
par la demande; c'est donc au Liban qu'il
incombe de saisir ou non ces opportunites.

Les "Journées du Voisinage" des 7 et 8
octobre prochains seront I'occasion pour
I'UE et le Liban d'ouvrir la discussion a
I'égard de notre expérience de la PEV
jusqu'a ce jour, de tirer des lecons de cette
expérience et de remettre les réformes au
golt du jour.




Comment exporter vers I'Europe

Un nouveau site d’information

L'Export Helpdesk vient de mettre en
ligne un site complétement réorganisé,
afin de faciliter I'accés au marché de
I'Union pour les pays en développement.
Outre les informations sur les droits de
douanes, les conditions a I'importation
et les statistiques commerciales, le site
offre a présent des informations détaillées
sur les régimes préférentiels en vigueur
entre I'Union européenne et les pays en
développement.

Le site propose également une série
d'outils d'aide afin d'assister davantage les
exportateurs de ces pays a tirer pleinement
profit des opportunités de marchés offertes
par ces régimes préférentiels. Ces nouveaux
éléments devraient présenter un intérét
particulier pour les PME de ces pays qui
souhaitent exporter dans I'Union mais

ne connaissent pas encore les conditions
d'importation en Europe. Le site est
disponible en francais, anglais, espagnol et
portugais.

Contexte

L'Union européenne est le plus grand
marché unique au monde et, de loin, le
premier partenaire commercial des pays en
développement. L'UE propose a ces pays un
large éventail d'arrangements préférentiels
qui leur ouvrent un accés privilégié au
marché européen.

Afin d'aider les exportateurs des pays en
développement a obtenir I'information
nécessaire sur les conditions d'exportation
dans I'Union en vertu de ces régimes
préférentiels, I'Export Helpdesk a été créé
en 2004 comme point d'acces unique a
I'information en ligne.

Parmi les services proposés figurent :

e Conditions et taxes (conditions a remplir
pour importer et commercialiser des
marchandises dans I'UE, taxes intérieures
en vigueur dans chaque pays de I'UE et
prescriptions légales ou commerciales
spécifiques a chaque produit);

e Droits de douane et autres mesures
a l'importation (tels que contingents
tarifaires, certificats d'importation,
mesures antidumping, etc.);

EXPORT
HELPDESK ,

for developing countries

*'k

® Régimes préférentiels (principaux accords
commerciaux de I'UE avec les pays en
développement, documents a joindre
aux exportations pour bénéficier du
droit préférentiel et regles d'origine a
respecter);

e Statistiques commerciales (flux
commerciaux entre I'UE et les pays tiers);

e Liens (autorités chargées du commerce
au niveau national ou européen,
organisations internationales opérant
dans le domaine du commerce, espaces
commerciaux et annuaires des entreprises);

e What's New (pour les bulletins
d'information trimestriels de I'Export
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Helpdesk);

e Contact (pour adresser des demandes
écrites détaillées).

Depuis son lancement en 2004, le nombre
de visites sur le site de I'Export Helpdesk
est en constante augmentation. Les
visiteurs les plus nombreux viennent
d'’Amérique latine suivis de I'Asie, des pays
méditerranéens et des pays de I'Afrique,
Caraibe et Pacifique.

Le site recoit également de nombreuses
visites des importateurs européens.

Découvrez le nouveau site :
http://exporthelp.europa.eu/
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EU News

Publication
“Geénérer le consensus,
promouvoir la réeforme”

L*Union européenne au Liban

PROMDUVOIR
LA REFORME

Alors que les antagonismes ont polarisé la scéne politique depuis
2006 et entravé les processus de réformes indispensables au
renforcement de |'Etat libanais et de son économie, la Délégation
de la Commission européenne a réuni les représentants des blocs
parlementaires, des partis politiques, des syndicats et du secteur
privé (banquiers, industriels, entrepreneurs) au cours de quatre
forums qui se sont tenus entre mai 2007 et février 2009. Ces
forums visaient a discuter des mesures concrétes a prendre afin
de stimuler I'économie, d'améliorer les politiques sociales, de
développer le secteur privé, et de soutenir I'agriculture.

Pour chaque cycle, la méme méthode a été suivie et tous les
acteurs politiques et professionnels ont répondu présent. A 'issue
de chaque forum, les participants ont signé une déclaration
finale les engageant sur la voie des réformes ainsi agréées, et
celle-ci a été ensuite transmise aux plus hautes autorités de
I'Etat - les trois Présidences, les ministres concernés par le sujet
traité, ainsi que les chefs des partis politiques - avec I'intention
d'initier ainsi un processus de réforme solide et durable.

C'est cette méthode que la Commission européenne met en
avant dans une courte publication qui vient de paraitre, et

qui est disponible (en arabe, frangais et anglais) aupreés de sa
Délégation & Beyrouth (et sur le site internet http://www.dellbn.
ec.europa.eu). L'institution d'un comité de suivi par les autorités
libanaises devrait permettre de mettre en place un processus de
rédaction de recommandations concrétes issues des conclusions
des forums. Des recommandations que la Commission
européenne invite d'ores et déja le prochain Gouvernement a
prendre en compte.
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Calls for Proposals

Actions on ‘Environment, Sustainable Management
of Natural Resources, including Energy’

Reference: EuropeAid/128320/C/ACT/Multi

Deadline: 1/10/09

The overall objective of this programme is to mainstream
environmental protection, with a key priority being support for
sustainable energy options in partner countries.

Two specific lots target ENP 'south’ countries specifically:
‘Biodiversity and Climate Change in ENPI countries' and
‘Sustainable Energy for the Mediterranean'

The indicative financial envelope foreseen for this Call for
Proposals is €62,650,000.

Service Procurement Notice for Regional Capacity
Building Support for 'Euromed Youth V'

Reference: EuropeAid/128394/C/SER/Multi

Deadline: 8/10/09

The objective is to support Euro Mediterranean youth units
(EMYUs) by: providing guidance and training activities for EMYUs
and project leaders and organisations; promoting coordination
and synergies between stakeholders (youth in action programme,
Euromed platform, etc.); and, thirdly, promoting visibility and
communication.

The maximum budget for the contract is €900,000.

Support to Human Rights and Democracy Actions
on Torture and other Forms of llI-Treatment
Reference: EuropeAid/128815/C/ACT/Multi

Deadline for concept notes: 15/10/09

This Call aims to identify projects that will support the
implementation of EU Guidelines on Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. The specific
objective is to support civil society organisations in actions
aiming at preventing and eradicating torture and ill treatment
and/or in rehabilitating torture survivors. Actions should
contribute to the fight against impunity and support the rule of
law.

The overall indicative amount made available under this Call
for proposals is €20 million.

Strengthening the Role of Civil Society in
Promoting Human Rights and Democratic Reform
in Lebanon - "European Instrument for Democracy
and Human Rights (EIDHR)"

Reference: EuropeAid/128-868/L/ACT/LB

Deadline: 19/10/09

This Call aims to support the legal and social protection of
vulnerable and marginalised groups; monitor, raise awareness
and report on the performance of public institutions, improve
transparency and accountability in the public sector; enhance
the inclusiveness and the pluralism of civil society; reduce
arbitrary arrests, the length of pre-trial detention and

delays in trials; and enhance political representation and
participation including the empowerment of women and other
underrepresented groups.

The overall indicative amount made available under this Call
for proposals is €931,543.

Mediterranean Sea Basin ENPI CBC Programme
New Deadline: 20/10/09

The Call aims to promote: socio-economic development and
environmental sustainability at basin level; mobility of people,
goods and capital; cultural dialogue and local governance.
The Programme has a budget of €173 million.

More information on calls for proposals on our website:
http://www.dellbn.ec.europa.eu/enfindex.htm
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