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Addressing migration,

The European Union has integrated
migration and asylum questions into

its external relations and cooperation
activities with third countries. This
process, which comes hand in hand with
the development of a common policy on
migration and asylum for the EU’s 27
Member States, highlights how migration
has entered the heart of political debate
in Europe and become a strategic priority
in the European Union’s external relations.

The incorporation of these issues into
EU’s external political dialogue and
cooperation responds to two main
concerns of the European Union: to help
third countries improve their capacities to
manage migratory flows and to focus on
the root causes of migration by addressing
the economic, political and social
development challenges of countries of
origin.

The European Neighbourhood and
Partnership Instrument (ENPI1) and the
European Development Fund (EDF) both
fund migration related projects, while a
specific thematic programme launched in
2004 - “Aeneas” - and the subsequent
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asylum and refugee issues

“Thematic Programme of Cooperation
with Third Countries in the Area of
Migration and Asylum” aim at supporting
third countries in their efforts to better
regulate migration flows. They respect
the European approach to migration:
improving links between migration and
development, fighting illegal migration,
facilitating legal migration and promoting
the protection of migrants and refugees.
In addition to development cooperation,
the European Commission dedicates an
important part of its humanitarian aid to
refugees and displaced people.

In the Middle East - and in Lebanon in
particular - EU action focuses on the
protection of, inter alia, Palestinian and
Traqi refugees, by working to improve
their living conditions and calling

on governments to adopt protective
legislation for the refugee populations. In
the case of the Palestinians in Lebanon,
the European Commission has since 2002
devoted over €60 million to help improve
their access to basic infrastructure, social
services and employment, working closely
with UNRWA, NGOs and the Lebanese
authorities.
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Réfugiés
au Liban :
reconnais-
sons leurs
droits

La présence des réfugiés au Liban pose

des défis considérables a la société et au
gouvernement. Celui-ci se doit en effet de
fournir aux réfugiés un minimum de services
facilitant leur séjour, tels que I'acces a
I'¢ducation et a I'emploi, avec le soutien de la
communauté internationale.

L'Union européenne s'est engagée a améliorer
les conditions de vie des réfugiés irakiens dans
la région, a promouvoir leur intégration au sein
de I'UE lorsque c'est possible, et a faciliter les
retours volontaires en Irak. Elle encourage a cet
¢€gard I'adoption par le Liban d'un cadre Iégal
du droit d'asile.

La présence des réfugiés palestiniens au Liban,
quant a elle, demeurera un sujet sensible tant
que le conflit israélo-arabe et la question du
retour des réfugiés n'auront pas été résolus.

Dans cette attente, I'UE apporte une aide
significative aux réfugiés palestiniens, que

ce soit pour la reconstruction de Nahr el
Bared ou pour la satisfaction de leurs besoins
humanitaires de base (infrastructures, santé,
alimentation, éducation).

L'UE plaide aussi pour une évolution du
traitement des réfugiés palestiniens au

Liban. Dans I'intérét commun des peuples
libanais et palestinien, nous encourageons

les autorités du Liban a avancer davantage
vers la reconnaissance des droits des
Palestiniens, notamment leur droit au travail
et a la propriété, et a relancer le processus de
régularisation des réfugiés non-identifiés. Nous
saluons les efforts fournis depuis 2005 par le
gouvernement afin d'opérer un rapprochement
avec la communauté des réfugiés, et espérons
que le Parlement nouvellement élu accélérera
la mise en ceuvre des initiatives nécessaires.

Patrick Laurent
Chef de Délégation

For information, please contact
the Delegation of the European
Commission to Lebanon:

+961 1 569 400

www.dellbn.ec.europa.eu




Interview

Ambassador Khalil Mekkawi, President
of the Lebanese-Palestinian Dialogue
Committee (LPDC)

“A dignified life for the Palestinians in Lebanon is not in contradiction

with their right of return”

1 - The LPDC was launched in 2005 with
the mandate of improving Lebanese-
Palestinian relations. Can you describe
the main challenges and achievements of
these past four years?

With the establishment of the LPDC

in 2005 by a decree of the Council of
Ministers, we have turned a new leaf over
a difficult and painful past for which

both Palestinians and Lebanese have

paid a high price. The achievement of

the past four years can be summarised

in that the new Lebanese-Palestinian
relations are now built on the recognition
of common interests and strategies. The
two guiding principles of this new era are
the recognition of Lebanese sovereignty
and our government's support for the
inalienable human rights of the Palestinian
refugees and their right of return in
accordance with the UN resolutions and
the Arab Peace Initiative. We broke the
taboos of the past and are building a
consensus around it. We have also restored
our common memory and embarked on a
path that will carry us to a brighter future.
The government of Lebanon has recently
also established diplomatic relations with
the official Palestinian representation.

The crisis of Nahr el Bared remains the
LPDC's greatest challenge. We have been at
the forefront of formulating government
policies and coordinating with the
stakeholders involved, primarily UNRWA.
But our team is also working hard behind
the scenes for the revision of the legal
framework that regulates Palestinian rights
in our country and on building confidence
between the two peoples.

2 - The LPDC has been active in
promoting camp improvement; however
the right to work and the right to register
property have been cited as issues which
lead to economic uncertainty for the
Palestinians. What might in your view be
done to improve matters?

There is a legal framework that regulates
both issues and there is a consensus that
we must revise many of these provisions.
However, changing legislation is not only

a legal matter. While we have a firm
commitment to improve the situation

of the Palestinian refugees in Lebanon,
we also have to manage Lebanese fears
related to permanent settlement of the
refugees in the country. For this reason,
progress may be slow while we build the
necessary consensus. The LPDC makes
continuous efforts to move forward

in collaboration with the ministries,
Parliament, civil society, academic
institutions and the media. Qur message
to the Lebanese people is that a dignified
life for the Palestinians in Lebanon is not
in contradiction with their fundamental
political rights, especially their right of
return. The challenge is to raise awareness
in order to facilitate change.

3 - Do you foresee further progress on
the rights of the non-ID Palestinian
refugee population?

In 2008, the Lebanese government took
the decision to provide identification cards
to roughly 4,000 non-ID refugees. The
General Security Directorate has delivered
765 identification cards since then and 250
more are ready for collection. The Embassy
of Palestine in Lebanon prepared another
1,200 personal files in collaboration with
UNRWA and the civil society. The process
has been delayed for administrative
reasons and our team is currently pushing
for re-launching this process with all the
stakeholders.

4 - The reconstruction of Nahr el Bared
was officially launched on 9 March 2009.
What have been the repercussions of the
2007 conflict and what are the key issues
now faced?

Over 30,000 Palestinian refugees were
obliged to leave the camp, along with
1,000 Lebanese citizens. The war against
the terrorist organisation Fatah al-Islam
led to the destruction of the camp, but
the Lebanese government has been quick
to convey the following message to the
Palestinian people: "Your evacuation

is temporary, the reconstruction is
guaranteed, your return is certain.” At the
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International Donor Conference held in
Vienna we estimated that $445 million are
needed to rebuild Nahr el Bared camp and
the surroundings. So far, $120 million were
pledged by the donor community.

On the other hand, the expropriation
process has been completed. Some 12,000
persons have returned to the new camp.
The rest are still waiting in the surrounding
areas and UNRWA provides subsidies. A
master plan for the reconstruction of the
old camp facilitated by the LPDC and the
Reconstruction and Recovery Committee
was approved by the Lebanese government.
Our pledge is that the reconstruction of
the camp and the rehabilitation of the
community will be a model that will be
followed in all camps in Lebanon and for
the interest of Lebanese and Palestinians
alike.

5 - The past years have seen a
normalisation of relations with the
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO).
Are there further challenges for the LPDC
in terms of handling Palestinian factions?

The LPDC is in dialogue with all

factions, but the legitimate Palestinian
representation is the PLO. Palestinians in
Lebanon maintained a unified front during
the attack on Gaza when all factions came
together with the Prime Minister's office
and the LPDC to show unity and solidarity.
We are always open to discuss any issue
and collaborate in resolving it.



Palestinian Refugees

EU humanitarian aid to improve living
conditions in the refugee camps

"For twenty years, | used to move my two
boys from corner to corner inside the
house in times of winter to protect them
from the rain. Even in my dreams | did not
believe that | will have a proper house.
God bless them. Shall soil turn into gold
in their hands!" says Harbieh Ghutani who
was born in Ein el Hilweh refugee camp,
near Saida in Lebanon. Abandoned by her
husband twenty years ago, she became a
single-parent of two children. Her older
son Ismael died of illness in 2006. In 2008,
her house was rehabilitated by a project
funded by the European Commission
Humanitarian Aid Department (ECHO) and
implemented by the French NGO Premiere
Urgence in the Arab el Ghweir area, an
unofficial gathering of Ein el Hilweh
refugee camp in Saida.

Lebanon hosts today around 419,000
Palestinian refugees registered by

the United Nations Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the

Near East (UNRWA). Nearly 53% live in

12 overcrowded camps. In addition, an
estimated 35,000 non-UNRWA registered
live in Lebanon and a further 3,000 non-
identified (non-1D) Palestinians are without
any official means of identification. Many
Palestinian refugees live outside the official
camps, in over 40 unofficial ‘gatherings.

ECHO has taken measures to address the
humanitarian conditions of the Palestinian
refugees in Lebanon, which stem from
issues including ongoing displacement,
poor living conditions, economic
depravation and insecurity, which have led
to a chronic protection vacuum.

Since 2000, ECHO has provided almost
€354 million in humanitarian aid to the
Palestinians. Between 2007 and 2008, €20
million of this financial commitment was
allocated to support the most vulnerable
Palestinian refugees across Lebanon, and
particularly those most affected by the
2007 conflict at Nahr el Bared and its
repercussions.

During these last two years, approximately
13,000 Palestinian refugees have benefited
from the provision of safe drinking water
and the improvement of sanitation and
overall water management in Palestinian
gatherings and nearby Lebanese
settlements in Southern Lebanon, while
more than 1,000 families benefited from
the rehabilitation of damaged shelters and

Plan, €6 million have been committed
in humanitarian aid to support further
operations in Lebanon.

the improvement of living conditions in
general.

ECHO has also provided psychological
care to nearly 6,500 child and adolescent
Palestinian refugees.

The funded projects will tackle immediate
humanitarian needs and contribute to
ensuring that families have access to basic
shelter, primary and secondary health care,
safe and potable water and livelihood
support, as well as the continuing needs
of the Nahr el Bared displaced population.
ECHO will also support projects to enhance
a coordinated response to needs and

the introduction of a protection referral
system. The mainstreaming of protection
into other projects is foreseen, as well as
the involvement of UNRWA in developing
and monitoring protection-related
mechanisms in the camps of Southern
Lebanon.

ECHO actively works with UNRWA to
implement its activities, as well as with
international and Lebanese civil society
organisations. For instance, ECHO and
the Palestinian Red Crescent Society

in Lebanon have together provided
secondary health care to 90,000 refugees,
by supporting direct reimbursement

of treatment costs and by maintaining
medical facilities available to Palestinians.

This year, as part of the European
Commission's 2009 Middle East Funding

EC Cooperation Programmes on Migration and Asylum

"Aeneas”, the lliad character who fled from Troy to Italy where his descendants founded
Rome, gave his name to the first EC cooperation programme on migrations and asylum.
It was launched in 2004 for a period of three years, with the objective of improving
Third Countries' capacities to manage and regulate migration flows.

The €117.5 million allocated to “Aeneas” funded projects that covered all facets of
migrations: migration and development, labour migration, illegal migration and traffic
in persons, migrants' rights, asylum and international protection of refugees.

In 2007, "Aeneas"” was replaced by the “Thematic Programme of Cooperation with Third
Countries in the Area of Migration and Asylum" which aims at pursuing the progress
enhanced under “Aeneas”, with a budget of €205 million until 2010.
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Matias Corral, Premiere Urgence, ECHO, Lebanon 2008



Réfugiés palestiniens

Nahr el Bared:
36 millions €
pour répondre
a la crise

De mai a septembre 2007, le conflit de
Nahr el Bared a opposé les combattants

du Fatah al-Islam a I'armée libanaise. Il a
provoqué la mort de prés de 500 personnes
et le départ de 30.000 habitants.

95% de la surface du camp et de ses zones
adjacentes ont été détruits au cours du
conflit. Les populations palestiniennes et
libanaises ont d{i quitter précipitamment
la zone, les 6.000 familles palestiniennes
se réfugiant en majorité dans le camp
palestinien voisin de Beddawi, déja
surpeuplé, ou dans ses environs.

L'activité économique de toute la région a
été fortement ralentie puisque I'un des axes
principaux de communication qui permet un
désenclavement de la région Nord du pays
passe précisément devant le camp.

Face a cette situation humanitaire
précaire, la Commission européenne a
mobilisé I'ensemble des lignes budgétaires
a sa disposition. Sa contribution s'est
élevée 4 36,4 millions €, en comptant

les montants alloués avant et apres la
Conférence internationale des donateurs
pour la reconstruction du camp organisée
a Vienne en juin 2008, au cours de laquelle
les bailleurs de fonds se sont engagés a
mobiliser 120 millions de US$:

- Dés la fin du conflit, le Département
d'Aide Humanitaire de la Commission
européenne (ECHO) a mobilisé 5,2
millions € pour la réponse d'urgence
aupres des familles palestiniennes
réfugiées. Avec ses partenaires — agences
des Nations unies, ONG internationales,
Croix-Rouge et Croissant-Rouge -,
ECHO a couvert les besoins primaires de
ces familles sinistrées, par la fourniture
d'abris provisoires, la distribution
de biens de premiere nécessité, la
distribution d'eau potable, la fourniture
de soins médicaux et d'une assistance
psychosociale.

ECHO a alloué en 2008 une aide
humanitaire supplémentaire de 8
millions € a destination des réfugiés,

une somme qui a permis de soutenir la
réhabilitation d'urgence des logements
endommagés et des infrastructures de
base pour I'eau et I'assainissement, ainsi
que de relancer I'activité économique des
foyers et de leur permettre de recouvrir

les moyens de leur autosubsistance. Ainsi,
17.000 personnes ont pu retourner dans
la partie adjacente au camp.

- Fin 2007, la CE a mobilisé 6,8 millions €
pour préparer les conditions de la
reconstruction (déblaiement des gravats,
finalisation du plan directeur) et la
relance économique, ainsi que la mise a
disposition d'une assistance technique de
coordination aupres de la présidence du
Conseil des Ministres.

- Pour la reconstruction proprement dite,
8 millions € ont été mobilisés par la CE
pour le premier bloc dans I'ancien camp
et pour la reconstruction de la zone de
Mohajareen dans les zones adjacentes. La
reconstruction devrait démarrer d'ici peu.

- Tout derniérement, la CE vient de
contribuer 4 hauteur de 6,6 millions €

dans le cadre du RERA (Relief and Early
Recovery Appeal) 2009, lancé et mis en
ceuvre par I'UNRWA, afin de prendre en
charge une partie du co(it de logement
des familles palestiniennes dépourvues de
sources de revenus.

Cet appui, ciblé sur la population
palestinienne, s'inscrit dans le cadre d'une
intervention plus globale dans la région
Nord du Liban. Ainsi la CE vient de signer,
avec |'Etablissement des Eaux du Nord Liban,
un contrat de travaux de 755.000 €, pour

la réhabilitation du canal de Nahr el Bared,
d'une longueur totale de 13 kilométres.

Ce canal, qui est le principal moyen de
drainage des eaux de pluie et des sources
d'eau locales, permet ainsi l'irrigation

des terres et le développement agricole

de la région. Sa réhabilitation aura donc
un impact sur une population de 35.000
personnes.

Opé¢rations de la Commission européenne a Nahr el Bared

Mode opératoire

Urgence et secours

Assistance technique au Conseil des Ministres

Montant
5.290.329 €

329.560 €

Subvention a I'UNRWA (logements, déblaiement des décombres,

évaluation du plan directeur)

6.400.000 €

Reconstruction (abris et logements)

Subventions a 'UNRWA 4,6 millions € : reconstruction dans I'ancien camp

8.000.000 €

8.000.000 €

Subventions aux ONG 3,3 millions € : reconstruction dans le nouveau camp

Réhabilitation du canal de Nahr el Bared
Contribution au RERA

Programme 2009

755.000 €
6.626.000 €

1.000.000 €
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Success Stories

“Ma machine a café m’a permis
de reconstruire ma maison”

“Je travaillais comme charpentier jusqu'au
jour ou j'ai décidé de vendre du café, au
pied des fenétres de mes voisins. Avant la
guerre de Nahr el Bared, des employés de
Premiére Urgence sont passes, ils ont goGté

Palestinian Refugees

mon amour du travail dans deux tasses de
café et m'ont inclus dans leur programme
de kits professionnels. J'ai alors recu une
nouvelle machine a café qui m'a permis
de gagner plus d'argent et de reconstruire

Matias Corral, Premiere Urgence, ECHO, Lebanon 2008

ma maison, d'acheter des meubles et une
machine a café pour mon fils, et d'installer
une machine a espresso dans ma boutique.
Quand la guerre a éclaté, je suis parti avec
ma famille dans le camp de Beddawi... et les
machines a café nous ont sauvé la vie. J'ai
ouvert un magasin et j'ai pu subvenir aux
besoins de ma famille."

Nazih el Hajj est né en 1963 au Liban, dans
le camp de Nahr el Bared. Il est marié,

a cing enfants et fait partie de ceux qui
pensaient qu'ils ne quitteraient jamais leur
camp, sauf pour retourner en Palestine.
Durant le conflit en 2007, il a d0 quitter sa
maison détruite pour rejoindre le camp de
Beddawi.

La Commission européenne, a travers

son Département d'Aide Humanitaire
(ECHO), finance le programme de relance
économique par des kits professionnels mis
en place par I'ONG Premiére Urgence dans
les camps palestiniens au Liban. Il s'agit

de fournir une aide concrete et technique
aux populations palestiniennes afin qu'elles
recouvrent leur autonomie et leur dignité
par une activité professionnelle génératrice
de revenus.

Le projet a débuté en 2003 et a contribué
au démarrage ou redémarrage de |'activité
de plus de 1.200 micro-entrepreneurs dans
les camps palestiniens au Liban.

EC participation in the government’s

“Camp Improvement Initiative”

In May 2006, Prime Minister Fouad Siniora
committed the Government of Lebanon

to support a four-year development plan-
the “Camp Improvement Initiative" (Cll)-
implemented by UNRWA, which aims at
improving the living conditions of Palestine
refugees thanks to the rehabilitation of all
twelve UNRWA camps in Lebanon.

The European Commission participates

in the Cll via a €4 million project which
mainly focuses on the Burj el Barajneh
and Mar Elias camps. Both camps were
established shortly after the first Israeli-
Arab war in 1948 and suffer from a lack
of basic infrastructure. In particular, the
water provided to 95% of the population
of the two camps is not potable; only 100
families in Burj el Barajneh are connected
to the municipal water supply system;
pipes are corroded and often placed close
to sewer lines. The existing sewer system
cannot handle the volume of waste
generated, and frequent flooding occurs.
The power network is also in urgent need
of upgrading.

The EC funded project addresses

environmental health infrastructure in
both camps, through providing water,
managing sewage and storm water
drainage and providing electricity, together
with road and pathways reinstatement and
servicing systems.

Because of the 2007 Nahr el Bared crisis —
which demanded the full attention of
UNRWA's human resources - the feasibility

studies, design and tender procedures were
completed only at the end of 2008. Actual
construction work (i.e. of water tanks,
water distribution systems) started in
mid-February 2009 and is expected to last
until Autumn 2009 in Mar Elias and late
2010 in Burj el Barajneh. When the two
camps will be rehabilitated, around 16,000
Palestinians will benefit from a better and
safer everyday environment.
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Palestinian Refugees

Support to youth:

from kindergarten to university

The European Commission is a substantial
contributor to and supporter of the

United Nations Relief and Works Agency
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East
(UNRWA). In addition to its annual
contribution to the UNRWA General Fund,
the EC helps finance UNRWA programmes
in the field of education from kindergarten
to university; the aim is to improve
Palestinians access to education.

In 2006, the EC donated €15 million to
UNRWA's Educational Programmes in
Lebanon, to help improve the quality of
education and of the learning environment
in general at UNRWA's schools, and to
promote extra-curricular activities for
Palestinian children in the camps.

The premises of nineteen kindergartens
will be upgraded in 2010 and the newly-
designed standard pre-school curriculum
will help them coordinate with UNRWA.
As regards primary schooling, training
workshops have been organised, allowing
800 teachers to improve their IT and
English skills. The EC is also funding the
construction of new schools and the
rehabilitation of classrooms and recreational
halls in all twelve Palestinian camps. The
impact of this activity is most clear in
working towards the elimination of the
double-shift system, which is responsible
in part for the huge rates of school failure

Reéfugies irakiens

Inauguration of Al Jarmaq school in Taalabaya (February 2009)

among Palestinian children. The Programme
also addresses children at risk of leaving
school and drop-out students, providing
them with either remedial classes to ensure
their reintegration into the school system,
or vocational skills. The EC has financed

a "Vocational Training Project” to the

tune of €4 million, supporting the Siblin
Vocational Centre (SVC) with Information
and Communication Technology, medical
and mechanical equipment, furniture

and extensive capacity building expertise.
In 2007-2008, 501 drop-out students
completed vocational training at the SVC.

In addition to its educational programmes,
the EC cooperates with UNRWA to improve
Palestinian refugees’ access to university, and
eventually to the labour market. Since 2005,
the EC has funded a Scholarship Programme
with €4.1 million. To date, this has enabled
139 qualified Palestinian students to pursue
higher education in a university in Lebanon.

The EC is currently looking at how to
strengthen this project through an
additional contribution, which would
benefit to 150 more Palestinian refugees
students in the period 2010-2013.

De nouveaux refugies a proteger

En 2008, la Commission européenne

a engagé 30 millions € a travers son
Département d'Aide Humanitaire (ECHO)
pour I'aide aux victimes de la guerre en
Irak. Cette somme couvre une partie des
besoins d'urgence des 2,5 millions de
déplacés en Irak ainsi que des 2 millions
d'exilés irakiens dans les pays voisins.

Au Liban, pays vers lequel on estime
qu'autour de 50.000 Irakiens ont fui,
ECHO a versé presque 700.000 € 4 ses
partenaires qui travaillent avec les réfugiés
irakiens, tels que le Haut Commissariat
pour les Réfugiés (HCR) des Nations unies,
Terre des Hommes Fondation Lausanne
(TDH) et Caritas Liban. Ces organisations
concentrent leurs actions sur les enfants
et les familles victimes de traumatismes de
guerre et des conséquences de leur exil, en

leur offrant une aide psychosociale et des
conseils. Plus de 145 enfants ont ainsi eu
acces a des activités éducatives adaptées a
leurs besoins. Les projets financés par ECHO
contribuent également a la distribution de
nourriture, a la fourniture d'équipement
pour le logement, a I'apport de références
pour la location et a I'acces aux soins pour
presque 2.000 réfugiés irakiens au Liban.

ECHO soutient notamment depuis plus de
sept ans les six centres de migrants mis en
place par Caritas Liban. Ces centres offrent
a plusieurs centaines de réfugiés une aide
psychosociale et médicale grace au suivi
personnalisé d'un assistant social dans
chaque famille.

En plus de la réponse humanitaire
d'urgence a la crise, la CE promeut une
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meilleure protection des réfugiés irakiens
au Liban. Malgré les récents efforts de

la Shreté Générale pour régulariser la
situation des Irakiens entrés illégalement
sur le territoire libanais et I'augmentation
du nombre de réfugiés enregistrés aupres
du HCR (plus de 10.000 & I'été 2008), la
majorité des Irakiens au Liban manquent
de protection juridique. Environ 500
réfugiés irakiens seraient actuellement
détenus dans les prisons libanaises.

Par ailleurs, I'Union européenne s'est
engagée, lors du Conseil "Justice et
Affaires intérieures” de novembre 2008,
a accueillir 10.000 demandeurs d'asile
irakiens particulierement vulnérables,
issus de minorités religieuses, de familles
décomposées, ou nécessitant des soins
médicaux ou psychiatriques.



Adhésion du Liban a ’'OMC
La question des services
juridiques bientot resolue ?

A la demande du Ministére de I'Economie
et du Commerce libanais, la Délégation

de la Commission européenne a organisé
vendredi 15 mai 2009 une table-ronde sur
la question de la libéralisation des services
juridiques dans le cadre de I'adhésion

du Liban a I'Organisation Mondiale du
Commerce (OMC). Un tel processus,
conduisant a la mise en concurrence
internationale des cabinets d'avocats et
sociétés de conseil juridique, suscite en
effet de nombreuses interrogations sur
I'avenir de la profession au Liban. La CE

a donc invité des membres des Barreaux
de Beyrouth et de Tripoli a discuter de
leurs appréhensions avec des experts de
I'OMC et de la CE, un avocat d'une société
de conseil juridique internationale et la
directrice des relations internationales du
Barreau d'Angleterre et du Pays de Galles.

Ces derniers ont cherché a rassurer les

avocats en leur présentant a la fois

les opportunités que cette ouverture
commerciale implique pour les Libanais
(en termes d'emploi notamment) et

European Neighbourhood Policy
Slow progress in Lebanon in 2008

The European Neighbourhood Policy

(ENP) sets objectives for partnership

with neighbouring countries based on
commitments to shared values and wide-
ranging political, economic, social and
sectoral reforms. In January 2007, the EU
and Lebanon agreed a tailor-made ENP
Action Plan, containing commitments on
both sides. It is in force for a period of five
years.

Each year, the European Commission
adopts a Progress Report setting out the
state of play of the implementation of the
ENP.

The report for 2008 with regard to Lebanon
was adopted in April. It notes mixed
progress, with many instances of efforts

to implement the Action Plan blocked due
to political uncertainty: several reforms
agreed by the Council of Ministers could
not be enacted; progress in other fields
(human rights, judicial reform, social sector
reform, and regulatory and administrative
reforms) was also slow. However, the report
does note progress achieved in certain
areas, with some advances for example in
the field of elections; the ratification of
the Optional Protocol to the Convention
against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment,
and the establishment in March 2008 of
the first unit for Human Rights within the
Internal Security Forces.

In general terms, the report notes that
Lebanon has not yet taken up the many

les restrictions que le Liban pouvait
éventuellement apporter a la libéralisation
du secteur. Les membres de I'équipe du
ministére en charge des négociations pour
I'adhésion du Liban a I'OMC étaient aussi
présents, soucieux d'éclaircir ces questions
avec les avocats libanais afin de s'accorder
sur une position commune qui figurerait
dans I'offre libanaise présentée a I'OMC.

La libéralisation des services juridiques
reste en effet, avec celle du commerce
maritime, un point de blocage du
processus d'adhésion entamé en 1999. Ce
dernier connait depuis quelques mois une
accélération certaine; I'équipe du ministére
a d'ailleurs présenté au secrétariat de
I'OMC les dernieres avancées accomplies
par le gouvernement libanais lors de

leur 6*™ réunion des ‘working parties’

a Genéve en février 2009. Parce qu'elle
croit fermement que le Liban retirera de
précieux avantages de son intégration
dans le systéme commercial mondial et
des garanties d'un traitement transparent
et équitable qui en résulteraient, la
Commission européenne soutient depuis
longtemps la candidature du pays a I'OMC,
et continue de I'accompagner dans ses
négociations.

opportunities that exist for greater
engagement with the EU via the ENP,
including by using the instruments
available to channel additional expertise
and financing - in addition to the

funds channelled via the European
Neighbourhood and Partnership
Instrument - to the EU's ENP partners,
such as TAIEX (Technical Assistance
Information Exchange Unit) and the
Neighbourhood Investment Facility, and
by negotiating access to Community
programmes and agencies. In this respect,
the report encourages greater efforts.

A further round of sub-committees to
help focus attention on key aspects of ENP
implementation is due to take place in
autumn 2009.
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EU News

Samir Kassir Award for Freedom of
the Press

Egyptian and Lebanese Journalists, winners of the
2009 Edition

Lebanese journalist Carole Kerbage after receiving the Award, between Ambassador
Patrick Laurent and Mrs Giséle Kassir.

The Head of the Delegation of the European Commission to
Lebanon, Ambassador Patrick Laurent, and Mrs. Giséle Khoury-Kassir,
President of the Samir Kassir Foundation, granted on 2 June the
Samir Kassir Award for Freedom of the Press 2009 to two journalists
for their articles addressing the rule of law or human rights.

Mona Eltahawy, an Egyptian journalist, won the prize in the “Best
Opinion Article” category for her article: “The Arab World's Dirty
Secret - Racism,” published in the Al Arab daily newspaper in Qatar
and in Al Masry Al Youm daily newspaper in Egypt.

Carole Kerbage, a Lebanese journalist won the prize in the “Best
Investigative Report” category for her article: “Lebanese and
Foreign Women Lease Their Bodies... to Entertain Men," published
in Nahar Ash Shabab, the weekly youth supplement of the
Lebanese daily newspaper An Nahar.

Both winners received a prize amounting to €12,500.

The two candidates were selected by an independent jury
composed of European and Arab journalists and researchers,
according to the criteria of relevance, originality, quality of
treatment and respect of professional rules.

In four years, the Samir Kassir Award granted by the European
Commission has become the most distinguished prize honouring
freedom of the press in a region stretching from Morocco to the
Gulf.

For more information, including the articles of the winners, visit
the websites www.samirkassiraward.org or www.prixsamirkassir.org

Publication

Migration in the EU — An Opportunity and a Challenge
The European Commission has uploaded a new publication on
migration in the EU, entitled, 'An Opportunity and a Challenge’

In its introduction, the document says the EU has historically
attracted millions of immigrants - most of them legal, but some
not. “Immigration is both an opportunity and a challenge for
Europe. Legal immigrants are needed to fill gaps in the EU labour
force, as the EU's own population grows older and its birth rate
declines. However, the EU needs to curb illegal immigration and
cooperate with other countries to arrange the return of irreqular
immigrants on a voluntary basis. The EU also has a duty to protect
genuine asylum-seekers fleeing persecution or serious harm.”
http://ec.europa.eu/publications/booklets/move/81/index_en.htm
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Calls for proposals

Cultural Activities of the EC Delegation in Lebanon
2009

The Delegation of the European Commission to Lebanon is
seeking proposals for the organisation of cultural activities
in Lebanon with financial assistance from the European
Neighbourhood Policy Instrument.

The full Guidelines for Applicants are available at the Delegation
of the European Commission to Lebanon:

490 Harbour Drive bldg., Charles Helou av., Saifi - Beirut,

Tel. +961-1-569400, Fax: +961-1-569415

and on the following websites:

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/europeaid/online-services/index.
cfm?do=publi.welcome; and http://www.dellbn.ec.europa.eu.

The deadline for submission of proposals is Monday 31 August
2009 at 15h30.

An information session on this call for proposals will be held
on Friday 17 July at 11h00 at the Delegation of the European
Commission's premises.

Mediterranean Sea Basin ENPI CBC Programme

The first call for projects under the Mediterranean Sea Basin
ENPI CBC Programme has been opened. It is for all four
Programme priorities and ten measures, and the allocation is
over €32 million.

The "ENPI CBC Mediterranean Sea Basin Programme 2007/2013"
is a multilateral cross-border cooperation programme co-
financed by the EU under the European Neighbourhood

and Partnership Instrument (ENPI). The Programme provides
the framework for the implementation of cross-border and
cooperation activities in the context of the ENP, complementing
efforts exerted within the framework of the Euro-
Mediterranean Partnership, with the final aim of developing

an area of peace, stability, prosperity and good neighbourhood
involving EU Mediterranean Countries and Mediterranean
Partner Countries.

The call for proposals is open to all 4 Programme priorities:

- Promotion of socio-economic development and enhancement
of territories

- Promotion of environmental sustainability at the basin level

- Promotion of better conditions and modalities for ensuring the
mobility of persons, goods and capitals

- Promotion of cultural dialogue and local governance

Projects shall have total eligible costs ranging from a minimum
of €500,000 up to a maximum of €2,000,000. For Priority 4 the
minimum ceiling for a project is reduced at €200,000 for 50% of
the total budget allocated to this priority. The planned duration
of a project cannot exceed 48 months.

All the documents necessary (“Application Pack”) to prepare
project proposals are available under the section "How to
apply” of the Programme website

www.enpicbcmed.eu

Deadline for submission of the grant applications is set on 16
September 2009.
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