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Promoting

Democracy Worldwide

The promotion of democracy is a
cornerstone of EU foreign and security
policy, supported via a multitude of
instruments including political dialogue
with partner countries, technical

and financial assistance and election
observation missions.

In terms of electoral assistance, the EU is
one of the leading providers, and in recent
years there has been a significant increase
in both the volume of funding and the
complexity of electoral assistance support
provided.

Election observation is a vital further
component of EU activities to promote
democracy, human rights and the rule of
law worldwide, in the sense that it can
contribute to strengthening democratic
institutions, build public confidence

in electoral processes and help deter
fraud, intimidation and violence. Such
observation allows election processes to
be assessed according to international
standards and best practices. These
include universal principles that apply

to the conduct of elections, such as
fundamental freedoms and political rights
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as outlined in the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights and the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

Election observation also serves to reinforce
other key EU foreign policy objectives,
notably peace-building. Since 2000, over
60 EU Election Observation Missions
(EUEOMs) have been deployed to all
continents, including in 2005 in Lebanon.

Important complementarity exists between
the objectives of electoral assistance and
election observation: both the evaluation
of electoral assistance projects and the
EUEOMs’ recommendations are taken into
account for the benefit of future electoral
assistance interventions. This dual form

of EU election support contributes to

the promotion of good governance and
development objectives.

For the 2009 parliamentary elections in
Lebanon, the EU is providing €4 million to
assist with the implementation of reforms
and the conduct of elections with the
Ministry of Interior and the Supervisory
Commission on the Election Campaign; an
EU Observation Mission is also in preparation.
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Pour une
nouvelle
ere de la
démocratie
libanaise

Le 7 juin prochain, le peuple libanais sera
appelé a s'exprimer librement, avec I'immense
responsabilité de désigner les hommes et les
femmes qui, pendant quatre ans, auront pour
tache de faire avancer le Liban.

Car ce pays qui bute sur les réformes les plus
essentielles, ce pays dont I'¢conomie souffre
considérablement de l'instabilité, est I'un des
mieux dotés de la région. Que ce soient ses
réelles ressources humaines, la variété de son
territoire, la richesse de sa culture et de son
histoire : ces facteurs sont autant d'atouts
qui peuvent étre mis au service de tous les
citoyens libanais pour un vrai développement
durable et équilibré.

Les élections |égislatives de juin constituent
une opportunité majeure pour le peuple
libanais de revitaliser sa démocratie et de
rappeler a ses représentants qu'ils devront
faire preuve d'un réel sens des responsabilités
pour mériter sa confiance.

En faisant en sorte que ces élections se
déroulent dans un climat de sérénité, les
Libanais démontreront leur capacité a
consolider la démocratie électorale comme
unique moyen de régler les désaccords
politiques.

L'Union européenne se tient aux cotés du
peuple libanais en aidant le Ministére de
I'Intérieur et des Municipalités a mettre en
ceuvre les réformes les plus importantes
prévues par la loi électorale de 2008. Cette
loi a montré qu'il était possible pour le Liban
de progresser, méme dans des circonstances
difficiles. L'Union européenne salue ces
premiers efforts et prépare actuellement
I'envoi d'une mission d'observateurs pour les
¢lections Iégislatives.

Patrick Laurent
Chef de Délégation

For information, please contact
the Delegation of the European
Commission to Lebanon:

+961 1 569 400

www.dellbn.ec.europa.eu




Electoral Reform

Substantial EU Assistance for
the 2009 Elections

The Electoral Reform

The upcoming parliamentary elections
in Lebanon will be held on 7 June
under the 2008 Law on Elections to the
Parliament.

This law formalised the decision taken

in Doha regarding electoral districting
and also introduced a number of reforms
proposed by the National Commission on
Electoral Law Reform, although certain
proposals e.g. use of a proportional list
electoral system and of pre-printed ballot
papers were ultimately rejected by the
Parliament. Key reforms introduced for
these elections include the creation of a
Supervisory Commission on the Electoral
Campaign (SCEC), with responsibility

for overseeing compliance with the
chapters of the Electoral Law dealing with
Campaign Finance and Media, the move
to a one day election (previous elections
in Lebanon were held over 4 consecutive
weekends) and the standardisation of all
polling equipment.

EC support for implementation of the
changes introduced in the 2009 elections

In order to support the implementation

by the electoral authorities of the reforms
introduced, the EC has designed a €4
million package of electoral assistance with
the Ministry of Interior and Municipalities
(MolM).

This package reflects the outcome of a
feasibility study commissioned by the
Delegation of the European Commission
and funded through the Instrument for
Stability during the summer of 2008, and
responds to the request of the MolM of
last September. The assistance, formalised
in a Memorandum of Understanding
signed between the Head of the EC
Delegation and the Minister of Interior and
Municipalities on 21 January 2009, focuses
on three areas:

First it supports the SCEC, in the form
of advisory assistance as well as in
the provision of IT/media monitoring
equipment and office furniture.

The second aspect is the purchase of
international standard polling equipment,
including transparent ballot boxes, polling
station kits, indelible ink and uniforms for
polling staff.

A third component of EC assistance for

Electoral Reform Package 2010-2013

the 2009 elections is the introduction

of an element of computerisation of the
results system. The aim is to increase

the expediency by which the results

are tabulated across the country, that

will allow faster announcement and
publication of the results, and facilitate
greater analysis of the results post-
announcement by the Minister. A number
of options in this area have been presented
to the Ministry and are awaiting decision
by the Minister.

This €4 million assistance package is
funded by the EC Instrument for Stability
and is implemented via a technical
assistance team working closely with the
MolIM and the SCEC, consisting of a Chief
Technical Advisor and experts in the areas
of Electoral Operations, Procurement,
Campaign Finance and the Media. Further
short term expertise is mobilised on a
needs basis, and all procedures related to
the procurement of the equipment needed
are fully under way.

In addition to the assistance package intended to support Lebanon with implementing
the reforms foreseen in the 2008 Electoral Law and help run the June 2009 elections

smoothly, the EU envisages a further major contribution of €2 million to promote
reforms over the medium term. This will include those reforms approved in the 2008 law
but whose implementation was postponed until later, such as out-of-country voting.
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Electoral Reform
Grants to
Support

Civil Society
Participation in
Electoral Reform

2009 Elections
EU Observation of Lebanon’s
Parliamentary Elections

The EU has entrusted the Lebanese
Association for Democratic Elections (LADE)
with two grants, with the aim of supporting
the implication of civil society in electoral
reform.

The first project, for which the EU grant
totals nearly €167 000, has the following
objectives:

- to build capacity among civil society
groups on election monitoring, electoral
reform, international human rights
standards and reform advocacy;

- to facilitate networking between civil
society groups;

- to ensure that the debate on electoral
reform maintains momentum after the
2009 elections, in view of the municipal
elections scheduled in 2010; and

- to produce a definitive manual on
electoral framework training (monitoring,
administration and reform).

LADE was also awarded €100 000 by

the EU to carry out a second project
entitled «Towards an Independent Media
Ethics Council in Lebanon». The general
objective of this project was to increase
the transparency of elections through the
design and implementation of a code of
ethics for media organisations to promote
the free and unbiased dissemination of
information to the public.

These two projects reaffirm the EU's
recognition of the important contributions
made by non-governmental organisations in
the fields of human rights and democratic
reform, and development.

At the EU-Lebanon Association Council on 23 February,
Lebanon indicated that it would welcome an EU Election
Observation Mission (EUEOM), an observation which
would repeat the positive experience of the EUEOM of
2005.

The key objective of election observation is to strengthen democratic institutions
and build public confidence in electoral processes. With this in mind, an EU
exploratory mission visited Lebanon between 25 February and 4 March in order to:

- assess the pre-election situation in light of international standards and relevant
Lebanese legislation;

- establish contacts with the Lebanese authorities, political parties, civil society
organisations and media to present the scope of an EUEOM and the operational
arrangements for its deployment; and

- assess relevant logistical and security aspects and whether any further assistance
could be provided to support the election process.

In all meetings with Lebanese interlocutors, the exploratory mission noted that
EU election observation is based on the principles of independence, impartiality,
transparency, long-term observation and professionalism.

A decision on an EUEOM is expected in the coming days. Assuming it will be
positive, this will see the deployment of around 100 EU observers in Lebanon, with
the first arrivals expected by mid-April.

When assessing the validity of an election, EU observers will consider all relevant
factors that affect the electoral process, including: the degree of impartiality
shown by the election management body, the degree of freedom of political
parties, alliances and candidates to organise, move, assemble and express their
views publicly, the fairness of access to state resources made available for the
election, the fairness of access for political parties, alliances and candidates to the
media, the registration of voters without discrimination on the basis of gender
and racial or ethnic origin, any other issue that concerns the essential freedom
and fairness of the election, and the conduct of polling and counting of votes as
described in the Electoral Law.
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Le programme des réformes
gouvernementales présenté en 2007 a

Paris reprend I'objectif de la création d'une
«administration publique transparente,
responsable et efficace» par le biais de
I'amélioration des conditions de bonne
gouvernance, de la nécessaire rationalisation
des administrations publiques et du
développement de la capacité de gestion
moderne dans les ministeres clés.

L'amélioration de la transparence et de
I'efficacité du secteur de la justice passe
par une formation adéquate et efficace
de I'ensemble des acteurs ceuvrant au sein
du Ministere de la Justice et des tribunaux
et administrations rattachés, et permet

de contribuer de maniére décisive au bon
fonctionnement de ces services.

L'Union européenne a décidé d'accompagner

Prison Reform

EU Promotion
of Improved
Prison
Management

Lebanon's 22 prisons are currently
managed by the Ministry of Interior and
Municipalities and hold approximately
5,000 prisoners in total (the majority
held in Roumieh, the largest detention
facility, near Beirut). The prison system
requires work to upgrade management in
order to bring it in line with international
standards, which state inter alia that
prison services should be placed under
the authority of Ministries of Justice in
order to facilitate close linkages between
prisoners and the judicial process.
Detainees also suffer from overcrowding
and from the mixed detention of convicted
prisoners and those on remand.

In Lebanon, prison reform was initially
proposed in early 2006, at which time the
Ministry of Interior and Municipalities
requested the Ministry of Justice to take
over prison administration. There is now

Reéforme judiciaire

L'UE accompagne
I’amelioration du systeme

judiciaire

le gouvernement dans sa réforme judiciaire,
en lui offrant une somme de 2,6 millions
€. D'une part, une justice transparente

et efficace constitue le socle d'un Etat

de droit. D'autre part, le respect et
I'application des régles peuvent donner
un nouveau souffle économique au Liban,
une dimension essentielle dans le cadre de
I'Accord d'Association UE-Liban et de la
mise en ceuvre de la Politique européenne
de voisinage. Selon Amal Abdallah,
gestionnaire locale du projet financé par
I'Union européenne, «le projet européen
conduit par Acojuris au Ministére de la
Justice libanais répond directement a la
volonté des autorités libanaises de réaliser
une justice transparente et efficacen.

Le Ministere de la Justice a demandé au
«Project Administration Office» (PAO) basé
a la Présidence du Conseil des Ministres

general agreement on this, with a 5-year
programme running from 2008 to 2012 to
ensure the effective delivery of reforms. In
addition, the improvement of detention
and prison conditions is a stated priority of
the Minister of Justice.

The implementation of the reform will
require the adoption and execution
of legislative measures enshrining
international standards as well as the
renovation of prison facilities, training
of prison officials and the continuous
monitoring of prison conditions.

The EC currently envisages to support
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avec le soutien de |'Union européenne,
un appui spécifique pour le renforcement
des capacités de ses départements

clés : la Commission de législation et

de consultation, la Commission du
contentieux de I'Etat, mais aussi I'Institut
d'Etudes Judiciaires. Ce soutien passera
par la mise en place d'un programme de
formation initiale et continue, dispensé

a I'ensemble des intervenants dans le
cycle judiciaire : magistrats, greffiers et
personnel de greffe, notaires, experts

et autres auxiliaires impliqués dans le
fonctionnement de I'appareil judiciaire.
Le Ministére de la Justice libanais est

par ailleurs engagé dans un processus
d'informatisation des juridictions,
processus que I'Union européenne
accompagne étroitement en participant au
financement et a la mise en ceuvre du plan
directeur.

the transfer of the management of
prisons from the Ministry of Interior and
Municipalities to the Ministry of Justice,
working with the United Nations Office
on Drugs and Crime, which has the official
mandate from the Ministry of Justice to
lead support in this domain, and which
has already implemented a pilot project

in 2008-2009 in Roumieh prison. The

EC already supports projects aiming at
improving living conditions in Lebanese
prisons, such as the project implemented
by “Association pour la Défense des Droits
et des Libertés" (ADDL) in Roumieh, funded
under the AFKAR Il programme.



Success Stories

“12 Angry Lebanese”

On Saturday 7 February 2009, Lebanon's
largest prison in Roumieh was transformed
into a lively theatre, as it became the stage
for the premiere of "12 Angry Lebanese”,

a play performed by prison inmates and
directed by Zeina Daccache. The audience
included many officials, among them the
Minister of Interior Ziyad Baroud, Minister
of State for Administrative Reform (OMSAR)
Ibrahim Shamseddine and Minister of

Education and Higher Education, Bahia
Hariri, Mrs. Huda Siniora and the Head
of the Cooperation Section at the EC
Delegation, Jussi Narvi. Also present were
a number of judges, including General

Prosecutor Said Mirza and the President
of the State Council Chucri Sader, as well
as representatives of the Internal Security
Forces and the diplomatic corps.

“12 Angry Lebanese"” is the outcome of a
fifteen-month project of the "Association
pour la Défense des Droits et des

Libertés", implemented under the AFKAR

Il programme, managed by OMSAR and
funded by the European Union.

The play is a Lebanese adaptation of
Reginald Rose's film script “12 Angry Men".
The story line is simple: a jury of twelve
jurors is forced to reconsider its death

Quatrieme Forum Inter-Libanais sur I’Agriculture
Les partis politiques
s’entendent pour la
modernisation de I'agriculture

libanaise

Un Forum Inter-Libanais sur I'Agriculture
s'est tenu a Beyrouth les 17, 18 et

19 février 2009 a l'initiative de la
Commission européenne. Ce forum a
réuni des représentants des blocs
parlementaires, des principales
organisations professionnelles
(agriculteurs, industriels, banquiers et
commercants) ainsi que de la CGTL. Il
faisait suite a trois forums déja organisés
en mai 2007, avril 2008 et octobre 2008
visant respectivement a dégager une
vision commune du Liban de demain sur
le plan économique et social, a définir
les principes des politiques sociales dont
le Liban a le plus besoin ansi que les
orientations et les actions prioritaires
d'une politique de développement des
petites et moyennes entreprises (PME).

Lors de ce quatrieme forum, les
représentants politiques et économiques du
pays étaient appelés a examiner la situation
du secteur agricole libanais et a proposer des

solutions aux problémes qui affectent son
développement. La Commission européenne
leur avait rappelé a cette occasion que

les participants au premier forum avaient
reconnu le rdle central de I'agriculture dans
I'amélioration des conditions de vie des
populations rurales, dans la réduction de
I'exode rural et de I'émigration, et dans la
protection de I'environnement.

Dans un document sur lequel se sont
entendus les participants, ceux-ci ont
reconnu que «le secteur agricole est un
pilier de I'économie et de la stabilité sociale
du Liban» et qu'«il devrait bénéficier d'une
véritable stratégie de développementn.

lls ont souligné la nécessité de traiter

en premier lieu la question fonciére

en clarifiant les titres de propriété, en
terminant le cadastrage du territoire
libanais, en résolvant la question du
morcellement des terres, en modifiant les
conditions des baux ruraux pour permettre
aux exploitants d'envisager des projets a

sentence decision in a seemingly clear
murder case by a single dissenting juror,
who sows the seed of reasonable doubt. But
the purpose of the production goes well
beyond theatre: as a pioneer drama-therapy
project in Lebanon it aims to help inmates
express themselves freely and communicate
with others.

The group of fourty Roumieh actors-inmates
was given the rare opportunity to share with
the audience the realities of life in prison
and their own stories and anxieties. Via a
series of monologues and sketches they were
able to offer up - in a generally light-hearted
manner - criticism of social misconceptions
and stereotypes, as well as some sections of
the Lebanese Penal code (such as law 463
which in theory allows inmates to present
applications to shorten the time of their
imprisonment for good behavior but in
practice is not applied). They also drew the
attention of the audience to such serious
issues as the continued existence of the
death penalty in Lebanon and the worries of
prisoners regarding their reintegration into
society, upon release from prison.

At the end of the premiere, one inmate
thanked the EU for its support - and
acknowledged the successful experience of
staging the play - by saying: “EU we love
you, and we still need your money to put on
another play."

long terme, et en protégeant les terres a
vocation agricole.

IIs ont appelé a redéfinir la politique de
subventions, a mettre en exécution des
mesures de défense commerciale pour
protéger les exploitants libanais de la
concurrence déloyale et a mettre en
place un systéme d'assurance contre les
risques naturels.

Les représentants ont également appelé a
la mise en place d'une banque de crédit
agricole, a I'octroi par les institutions
financieres de préts de faible montant, a
une meilleure organisation des marchés
de gros et a une meilleure gestion des
ressources en eau.

Enfin, ils ont préconisé le renforcement
des capacités du Ministere de
I'Agriculture, la révision de la loi sur les
coopératives, la création de Chambres
d'agriculture indépendantes et d'un
registre des agriculteurs.

Les participants au forum se sont mis
d'accord sur la nécessité de créer un
comité de suivi des forums inter-libanais
organisés a l'initiative de la Commission
européenne pour donner une impulsion
aux réformes autour desquelles il existe
un consensus, et sur la mise en ceuvre des
engagements du Liban dans le contexte de
la Politique européenne de voisinage. Le
comité de suivi est actuellement en train
de poursuivre cet objectif.
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EU News

EC responds to the Gaza crisis

Shortly after the outbreak of the conflict
in the Gaza Strip in December 2008,

the EU called an emergency meeting of
Foreign Ministers and issued a clear call
for a ceasefire, urged humanitarian aid
for the people of Gaza and stressed the
importance of the peace process. The EU
also deplored the loss of life, particularly
civilian casualties, and called on all parties
to fully respect human rights and comply
with their obligations under international
humanitarian law.

In terms of concrete action, the EU
immediately dispatched a high level
diplomatic visit to the region plus a field
mission to assess the most appropriate
response. The European Commission then
took an emergency decision to provide €3
million relief assistance in the Gaza Strip to
meet the vital needs of people affected by
Israeli air strikes and by access restrictions.
An additional €32 million - from the €58
million European Commission 2009 Global
Plan for humanitarian aid to assist the

Visit of
Commissioner
Benita Ferrero-
Waldner to
Lebanon

On 16 and 17 February 2009, the
European Commissioner in charge of
External Relations and the European
Neighbourhood Policy (ENP), Benita
Ferrero-Waldner, visited Lebanon.

The Commissioner met with President
Michel Sleiman, Speaker of Parliament
Nabih Berri, Prime Minister Fuad Siniora,
Minister of Foreign Affairs Faouzi Salloukh,
Minister of Interior Ziad Baroud, as

well as other members of the Lebanese
government and parliamentarians.

Discussions focused on preparations for
the parliamentary elections on 7 June,
the further implementation of the Doha
Agreement and relations between Syria
and Lebanon. The Commissioner also

Palestinian population - has now also been
earmarked to respond to the humanitarian
situation in Gaza. The funding will be

used to deliver food assistance, water and
sanitation services, shelter rehabilitation,
cash-for-work, health and psycho-social
support. It will be complemented by EU
Member States' contributions.

In addition to providing immediate
humanitarian relief for the population of
Gaza, the EU decided in January to focus
its support and assistance on measures
which will help to ensure a lasting
ceasefire. For example, the prevention of
illicit trafficking in arms and ammunition;
sustained re-opening of the Gaza

border crossing points for humanitarian
assistance, commercial goods and persons;
rehabilitation and reconstruction; and

the resumption of the peace process, as
called for by Security Council Resolution
1860. The EU is also encouraging inter-
Palestinian reconciliation behind President
Mahmoud Abbas, and has reiterated

stressed the need for Lebanon to use the
full potential of the ENP to take forward
reforms.

With regard to the June elections, the
Commissioner noted that the European
Commission would soon send a fact-
finding mission to Lebanon, to consider
the conditions for deploying an EU
Election Observation Mission, should the
Lebanese government wish the EU to do
s0. The Commissioner also recalled that
the European Commission has allocated
€4 million in technical assistance to the
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its call for the establishment of an
independent, democratic, contiguous

and viable Palestinian State in the West
Bank and Gaza, as well as its support for a
comprehensive and regional approach to
the resolution of the Israeli-Arab conflict.

At the European Union co-sponsored
international donor conference in Sharm el
Sheikh (Egypt) on 2 March, the EC pledged
a further €436 million for the Palestinians
in 2009, 65% of which is for the Gaza
Strip.

In 2008 the European Commission was
the largest donor to UNRWA with an
overall contribution of €113 million, in
addition to the humanitarian assistance
provided through ECHO (over €40 million
to the Gaza Strip in 2008) and to the
funds transferred via the EU's "PEGASE"
mechanism which amounted to €311
million in 2008. The total contribution
made by the European Commission to the
Palestinians in 2008 was €486 million.

Ministry of Interior and the Supervisory
Commission on the Election Campaign
for the procurement of electoral and
monitoring equipment and training.

Commissioner Ferrero-Waldner underlined
the EU's support to dialogue among all
Lebanese, stressing that this is key for long
term stability in the country, and noted
EU readiness to help Lebanon address the
challenges it faces, such as developing a
strategy for border control, strengthening
the authority of the State and reinforcing
the rule of law.



EU News
Towards an
EU/Lebanon
Air Transport
Agreement

Quatrieme edition du

«Prix Samir Kassir pour la
liberté de la presse»: la date
limite approche...

On 8 September 2008, the EU Council

of Ministers mandated the European
Commission to start negotiations with
Lebanon on a comprehensive EU/Lebanon

pou r Ia I i be rté d e I a pre sse Aviation Agreement, which will replace
, X - separate bilateral agreements that Lebanon
décerné par la ) en association avec la has with the EU Member States. This
Commission européenne Fondation Samir Kassir -
the EU to widen the European Common
Vous étes journaliste ? Il ne vous reste plus que quelques jours pour déposer votre Aviation Area to the EU's ENP partners.
candidature au «Prix Samir Kassir pour la liberté de la presse» : le concours lancé le 15
janvier 2009 est ouvert jusqu'au 30 mars. An Air Services Agreement has been
in place between the EU and Lebanon
Ce Prix, décerné par la Commission européenne en association avec la Fondation since 2006 but a Common Aviation
Samir Kassir, perpétue I'engagement du journaliste et écrivain Samir Kassir en faveur Area presents additional advantages:
des droits de I'nomme et de I'Etat de droit. Depuis 20086, le Prix récompense des new carriers should be attracted to the
journalistes qui se sont illustrés par la qualité exemplaire de leur travail, et il a connu Lebanese market, connecting Lebanon to
une popularité grandissante. additional destinations via new routes;
an increase in passenger traffic at Beirut
Cette année, la Commission européenne récompensera deux journalistes, en décernant: International Airport should have a knock-
- un prix pour un article d'opinion; on positive impact on the local economy
et (to note that in Morocco there was a 20%
- un prix pour une enquéte ou un reportage. increase in passenger traffic during the
first year of operation of the EU/Morocco
Le concours est ouvert aux journalistes de la presse écrite (quotidienne, hebdomadaire, Aviation Agreement, signed in 2006).
mensuelle, en ligne) sans limite d'age, ressortissants des pays suivants : Algérie, Arabie
Saoudite, Bahrein, Egypte, Emirats Arabes-Unis, Iraq, Israél, Jordanie, Koweit, Liban, The Common Aviation Area will
Libye, Maroc, Oman, Qatar, Syrie, Territoires Palestiniens, Tunisie et Yémen. be established via the progressive
liberalisation of market access,
Les candidats doivent soumettre un seul article sur un sujet traitant de I'Etat de droit accompanied by a process of regulatory
ou des droits de I'nomme (bonne gouvernance, lutte contre la corruption, liberté convergence. This process will be phased;
d'expression, etc.). the timetable for Lebanon will have to be
defined, but will take into consideration
La cérémonie de remise des prix aura lieu le 2 juin 2009 a Beyrouth. Le vainqueur de the needs of both parties to arrive at an
chaque catégorie recevra un prix de 12 500 €. integrated market.
Le réglement du concours, les formulaires d'inscription et les détails du dossier de An Aviation Agreement has already been
candidature sont disponibles sur le site : www.prixsamirkassir.org. concluded with Morocco; negotiations
are ongoing with Jordan. Recently, the EU
Pour toute question, une ligne téléphonique et une adresse e-mail sont a la Council of Ministers also mandated the
disposition des candidats : European Commission to start negotiations
Hotline : + 961 3 276 499 with Tunisia and Algeria.

E-mail : coordination@prixsamirkassir.org
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EC Delegation Cultural Activities

The Delegation of the European Commission to Lebanon
is currently supporting two cultural projects, selected
following a call for proposals launched in the framework
of the 2008 Year of Intercultural Dialogue. These projects
aim at promoting mutual understanding and acceptance
between different countries and communities.

European-Lebanese Rap Poetry Festival

The project aims to promote inter cultural exchange and dialogue
especially between young people from different social and
cultural backgrounds and communities in Lebanon as well as from
different countries, through the establishment of contacts and
networking between Lebanese professional and amateur artists
and European artists and organisers of festivals and activities.

The European-Lebanese Rap Poetry Festival contains workshops
and a final public performance and will take place in different
locations in Beirut, Mount Lebanon, Tripoli and the Beqaa Valley
in collaboration with schools, universities, Lebanese and European
cultural centres and other related institutions relevant in the field.
Each workshop will be conducted by a Lebanese-European pair

of young rap poetry artists who will work together with selected
young Lebanese and European artists and amateurs. The workshop
participants will create music pieces, dance performances, song
texts and video/Internet productions guided by the Lebanese and
European artists. The results of the workshops will be presented in
a final public performance.

The European-Lebanese Rap Poetry Festival is a project
implemented by Goethe-Institut Libanon

Janana Spring Festival 2009

The objective of this project is to extend and further strengthen
the collaboration of Lebanese, Palestinian and European educators
and artists in the field of active learning and creative expression
for and with Lebanese and Palestinian children from marginalised
zones (Beirut, North Lebanon, Beqaa, Saida and Tyre). It aims

to promote exchanges, mutual understanding and mutual
acceptance between these different groups through a creative
hands-on approach. The children will participate in activities

such as educational games, storytelling, creative writing, puppet
making and shows, shadow theatre, folklore, dancing, song writing
and singing, painting, reading contests, etc. These activities will

be presented during the Janana Spring Festival which will take
place in April 2009 and which will tour the country, holding
performances in the marginalised areas covered by the action.
Janana Spring Festival is a project implemented by ARCPA

Journalist Training in Amsterdam and Madrid
Journalists from Algeria, Morocco, Tunisia and Lebanon spent a
week in the Netherlands receiving training on immigration and
integration issues. One week before, their colleagues from Israel,
the Palestinian Territories, Syria, Jordan and Egypt covered the
subject of counter-terrorism in Spain. The training was organised
by the European Journalism Training and Networking Programme
funded by the European Union.

To read the articles and for more news regarding the European
Journalism Training and Networking Programme, click on
www.journalismnetwork.eu
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Funding Opportunities

EU Partnership for Peace Programme 2009

The scope for the call for proposals «EU Partnership for Peace
Programme 2009» has been broadened so that initiatives can
be carried out not only in Israel, the Palestinian Territories and
Jordan, but also in Syria, Lebanon and Egypt.

Interested NGOs and civil society actors can find further
information at:
http://www.delwbg.ec.europa.eu/en/funding/call.htm

The official call for proposals can be found with the reference
EuropeAid/127910/L/ACT/PS.

The deadline for applications is 27 May 2009 at 16.00
Jerusalem time.

Tempus 1V: 2nd call for proposals

L
- Tempus
MNational Tempus Office
Lebanon

The second call for
proposals under the EU
Tempus IV programme
(The Trans-European
mobility scheme for
university studies) has
been published on:
http://ec.europa.euf/education/programmes/tempus/news_
en.html and on the website of the Delegation of the European
Commission to Lebanon: www.dellbn.ec.europa.eu

The indicative total budget for this call amounts to
approximately €53 million in total, and the individual project
grants will range between €0.5 and €1.5 million.

The deadline for the electronic submission of proposals is 28
April 2009 at 16.00 CET.

Mediterranean Environment Programme

The Procurement Notice for the ENPI Mediterranean
Environment Programme was published under the reference
EuropeAid/127372/D/SER/Multi.

This programme aims at promoting a better environmental
integration in the different sector policies in the region and
at supporting the implementation of the Horizon 2020. The
deadline for applications is 3 April 2009.

Detailed information on open tenders in the ENPI Partner
Countries can be found in the EuropeAid tender database:
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/europeaid/online-services/
index.cfm?do=publi.welcome with the call's reference
number, and on the website of the Delegation of the
European Commission to Lebanon: www.dellbn.ec.europa.eu

Douze projets seélectionnés sous
Euromed Heritage 1V

Suite a un appel a propositions lancé par la Commission
européenne, douze projets d'une valeur globale de 13,5 millions
€ ont été attribués dans le cadre du programme Euromed
Heritage IV. Euromed Heritage vise a la valorisation du
patrimoine culturel euro-méditerranéen. En action dans les neuf
partenaires méditerranéens couverts par le programme (Algérie,
Egypte, Israél, Jordanie, Liban, Maroc, Territoires Palestiniens,
Syrie et Tunisie), les projets sélectionnés traiteront un large
eventail de thémes relatifs au patrimoine culturel tangible et
intangible, tels que les archives, l'audiovisuel, les manuscrits,
I'archéologie, la conservation et la restauration, les expositions,
les normes, la législation et les inventaires. Le Liban bénéficie de
trois projets sur les douze projets sélectionnés.

Pour plus d'informations : www.euromedheritage.net
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