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Dear participants,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

| am delighted to have the opportunity today to radd this important
conference. | would like to express my appreciateothe organisers for this
excellent initiative.

Development of connections between the EU and @&lemisia and
Caucasus is a major vector of political and ecoradimeis between Europe
and the region. Safe and sustainable air trangpays a key role in this
process. Hence the importance we attach to thdemonstrated by EU
regional support projects such as TRACECA.

<....>

The European Union and Kazakhstan have been psudimare the country's
independence, sharing a dialogue which has corilynegpanded. Today,
the EU is Kazakhstan's largest trading partner with EU accounting for
almost 50% of Kazakhstan's foreign trade. The EUalso by far

Kazakhstan's largest investment partner, with ntbesn 60% of foreign
direct investment in Kazakhstan coming from Europemmpanies. |

believe that the ongoing negotiations for an Enbkdn®artnership and
Cooperation Agreement will further strengthen caapen between the EU
and Kazakhstan.



Given Kazakhstan geographic location as a landbaauntry in Central
Asia, aviation plays a crucial role. It is equadlyident that the aviation
relations between the EU and Kazakhstan are nogxmbited to their full
potential.

The European Union and EU companies are thereferg mterested in
strengthening mutual aviation relations. Aviatig essential to further
develop our overall trade economic and cultural. tie

The current obstacles can easily be identified.yTdre well known to this
audience. The important task is to overcome thhalemges and to prepare
the foundations for a smoothly functioning aviatibusiness that ensures
good connections between Kazakhstan and the EW. Wi be clearly a
win-win situation for all.

Today's conference focuses on the crucial issueawétion safety.
Recognized improvements in this area are the keyawee forward. Today's
event, which managed to bring all important stakddrs together, is an
important step in the right direction.

Let me assure you that the EU will continue itspgup by offering know-
how and expertise, as well as assistance projsgth (@s TRACECA) in an
enduring manner.

| wish us all a very fruitful discussion.



