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Craft lab opened at Tower Street Adult Correctional Centre to help inmates learn and earn as part of rehabilitation efforts 


More than one thousand inmates will benefit from the opening of a craft laboratory at the Tower Street Adult Correctional Centre in Kingston.  The laboratory was funded as part of initiatives under the inmate rehabilitation project being implemented by Stand Up for Jamaica (SUFJ) and funded by the European Union. 





The craft lab is the first infrastructure support by the EU to the facility although there have been previous funding and support to the radio station and the computer lab. The infrastructure is part of a comprehensive approach to rehabilitation intervention targeting approximately 4,100 inmates at The Tower Street, South Camp Road, St. Catherine, and Fort Augusta Women’s Adult Correctional Facilities through psychological support for soon to be released inmates, promotion of restorative justice for inmates and victims/victims’ families, technical training, external accreditation for acquired skills through Heart NTA and CSEC. 


This morning's opening was attended by Head of the Delegation of the European Union in Jamaica, Ambassador Paola Amadei, representatives from the Department of Corrections, USAID, Heart Trust NTA, Mico University, the Victims Support Unit and the Restorative Justice Unit.    





Ambassador Amadei emphasised that while there is a recognition that prisoners must take personal responsibility for their actions there is also a role for the government and NGOs to ensure they can be effectively reintegrated into society. The European Union is committed to supporting the Jamaican government as it seeks to make Jamaica's correctional facilities, institutions of rehabilitation, not just incarceration. While we expect prisoners to take personal responsibility for their actions, we firmly believe that they are capable of change, and can be fully reintegrated into society once they return to their families and communities. It is only through effective rehabilitation that we can also reduce                                                                                                                                                  recidivism in Jamaica."





 The lab was constructed by inmates under the supervision of the Projects Unit of the Department of Corrections. Training and certification will be provided by the Heart Trust NTA and proceeds will be divided into three tranches: an income for the inmates, to maintain the project and last by not least inmates who have acknowledged and take responsibility for their offense to make amend to their victims through the restorative justice process.


 The opening of the lab is the final activity under the inmate rehabilitation project which began in June 2013. In addition to promoting human rights and increasing access to rehabilitation services the project has also empowered inmates to act to change their future after acquiring psychological counselling and educational and professional skills, with the overall aim of significantly reducing recidivism and by extension crime.





For more information: 


Contact- Delegation of the European Union to Jamaica, �Belize, Turks and Caicos Islands, Bahamas and the Cayman Islands�Tel: 1 876 924 6333-7











































































































Contact- 


Delegation of the European Union to Jamaica, �Belize, Turks and Caicos Islands, Bahamas and the Cayman Islands�Tel: 1 876 924 6333








