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EU shows award winning Human Rights documentary "Songs of Redemption" to inmates at the 

Belize Central Prison  
 

The EU in collaboration with the Kolbe foundation this morning hosted the showing of 'Songs of Redemption' at the 

Belize Central Prison in Hattieville. The documentary which was viewed by more than one hundred and fifty 

inmates and other specially invited guests has won three major awards at film festivals in Los Angeles, Toronto and 

Trinidad. It follows the story of five inmates who participated in an EU funded rehabilitation program at the Tower 

Street Adult Correctional Facility in Kingston, Jamaica.   

 

The film directed by Spanish nationals Amanda Sans and Miguel Galofre shows the day to day experiences and 

challenges of the inmates, the circumstances that brought them in conflict with the law but also the hope that the 

rehabilitation program nurtures.  

 

The rehabilitation program in Jamaica is funded by the EU through its European Instrument for Democracy and 

Human Rights (EIDHR) in five correctional facilities and allows for the purchase of supplies and the payment of 

teachers for the school, training for wardens and inmates, equipment for the computer lab, music lab and 

craft lab, creation of support groups and the operation of the radio station you will see in the film. Belize 

will for the first time this year also benefit from an EIDHR project which will focus on eliminating violence against 

children. The project which will be implemented by UNICEF will be launched in Belize City tomorrow afternoon.  
 

Speaking at this morning's viewing EU Head of Delegation for the European Union to Belize, Ambassador Paola 

Amadei said it was important to spread the message about the impact rehabilitation can have on persons 

incarcerated and expressed hope that the film would fuel the development of other projects which could be funded 

under EIDHR. "It shows that while personal responsibility remains crucial, human capacity for change is 

enormous and that it is in everybody's interest that correctional facilities develop their role of rehabilitation…. It 

is my firm belief that although this film was done in Jamaica it has strong lessons which are universally 

applicable not only to Belize and not only to correctional facilities but for everyone, everywhere. "  

 
The Ambassador also emphasized that the film's focus on rehabilitation and the hope which the second chances 

inspire also reinforces the EU's position for the abolition of the death penalty (which is still legally applicable here 

and in Jamaica). The promotion of this abolition is one of the main objectives of EU foreign policy as it is inhumane 

and a violation of human dignity.  

 
 

In the near future the EU Delegation will also sponsor showings for the film for students as well as the public. 

Details of this will be made available as soon as it is finalised.  

 

For more information:  
 

Contact- Delegation of the European Union to Jamaica,  

Belize, Turks and Caicos Islands, Bahamas and the Cayman Islands 

Tel: 1 876 924 6333 

jodi.brown-lindo@eeas.europa.eu 

 

 

 

 


