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DELEGATION OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

PRESS RELEASE

Kingston, January 25, 2012

EU reaffirmsits commitment to Jamaica and the Caribbean ahead of Regional Summit

Jamaica will be at the center stage of internatitaiks this month as a delegation from the islgmds high leve
representatives of the other 59 members ofQbmunity of Latin American and Caribbean StateSL(@C) anc
the European Union (EU) in Santiago de Chile. Thiiseussions will build on six preMis European Union a
Latin America and the Caribbean (EU-LAC) Summit gthhave beeheld every two years since 1999.

The central theme of this first CELAC-EU Summit,iethwill be held in the Chilean capitbetween January .
and 26, will be: Alliance for Sustainable Development: Promoting Social and Environmental Quality
Investments’. The objective of the summit is the development cbmmon agenda among the countries. This
allow for a deepening of commercial and investmetations and thelevelopment of a strategic alliance
promote the sustainable development of the regomsitries and their people.

During the Summit, theehders are expected to adopt a political Declaratal to agree on the strengthening o
action plan for biregional cooperation adopted in the previous Sunmelid in Madrid in 2010, which identifi
instruments and activities in the fields of:

* Science, research, innovation and technology;

e Sustainable development; environment; climate ceabigdiversity; energy;

* Regional integration and interconnectivity to praensocial inclusion and cohesion;

e Migration;

* Education and employment to promote social inclusiod cohesion;

e The world drug problem

The EU will also use the Summit to re-affirm itpport to both regionresident of the European Council Her!
Van Rompuy and the President of the European Cosionigosé Manuel Barroso in a joint statement theaelie
declared The European Union remains strongly committed tppstting economic and socialevelopment
Latin America and the Caribbean. The region's inspiee economic progress means that with some ofidts
dynamic economies, we will be discussing new fafit®operation to replace the donbeneficiary relationshig
of the past.”

Commenting on the Summit, Head of the European melegation to Jamaic#imbassador Paola Amai
described the event as "timely and critical”, poigtout that'at a time when Jamaica, the EU and many ¢
countries around the World are facing seriow®momic challenges, the summit presents a unigperamity tc
discuss and devise together a way out of the casirategy that can reconcile economic growtlejalqrotectior
and sustainable developmenShe pointed out that the summit will also provide @portunity for further
discussions on the implementation of the Joint libe@n -EU partnership strategy finalized last yeahis
strategyaims to develop a new dimension to the relationgl@pveen the Caribbean and the EU allowing
Caribbean and EU nations to deepen dialogue and stractheir cooperation in order to address togethes
challenges and opportunities of the 21st century."

A High Level EU-CARIFORUM Meeting will also takdgze at the margin of the Summit.
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