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EUROPEAN UNION - BELIZE PROJECT SHEET

| Project Title | Belize Accompanying M easures for Sugar (AMS Belize)
Sector Agriculture Budget (Euro) Total project cost: €46 Mio
EU contribution: € 46 Mio
L ocation Orange Wak and Budget (BZ$ equiv.) | project cost: BZ$ 110.58 Mio

Corozal Distrcits Xrate=2.4 EU contribution : BZ$ 110.58
Mio
Start Date (Est.) December 2006 End date (Est.) 2018

| Implemented by | Government of Belize
Obj ective The overall objective is to reduce poverty and i mprove the living standards of the
rural population in Northern Bedize through support to the sugar industry and the
vulnerable groups negativel y affected by changes associated with the price reform.
Description

The reform of the EU Sugar Regime and the consequent reduction in price will force profound
transformations aimed at fostering the competitiveness of the industry and where this is not possible seeking
economic diversification opportunities. The European Commission has therefore announced an eight year aid
scheme for Sugar Protocol Countries to assist in the transformation process. In June 2006 the Delegation and
the Government of Belize discussed the EC support to the "Belize Country Adaptation Strategy for the Sugar
Industry 2006-2013" and agreed on a "Multi Annual EC Assistance Strategy (MIP 2006-2013)".

Under the AMS programme, Belize will be the primary recipient of some 45 million Euro for the period 2006-
2010.

The AMS programme objective is to contribute to poverty reduction and improving the standards of living and
well-being of the communities living in Northern Belize

Main expected results are:

1) To improve physical access, communication and transportation efficiency through the rehabilitation of the
"Sugar Belt" road network.

2) To strengthen the competitiveness and economic sustainability of the Belize sugar industry.

3) To support an enabling environment for rural recovery and economic diversification in sugar dependant
areas of Belize.

Results

Infrastructure Improvement:

A list of priority road to be rehabilitated was agreed at Cabinet level in 2008. Altogether about 90 km of roads
have been already completed. Roads Phase I1 (50 km) are under construction and are expected to be finalised in
2012. By the end of 2012 the rehabilitation of Phase 111 (80 km) is expected to commence. As a result, the road
conditions in a part of the sugar producing area in northern Belize have improved.

Competitiveness: A number of important studies have been completed. A plan for the establishment of a cane-
replanting fund has been agreed. Support for the strengthening of the Sugar Industry R&D Institute is on-going
and credit for replanting is in the pipeline. A investment study for the factory to ship supply chain modalities
will commence in 2012 in order to assess the feasibility of a Floating Offshore Transfer Terminal.

Contact Details (incl. email and website), implementing partner

Ministry of Economic Development
info@nao.gov.bz

E-Mail: delegation-jamaica@ec.eur opa.eu
Website: http://www.deljam.ec.eur opa.eu
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