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Humanitarian Aid

Indonesia is the world's largest archipelago. Located on
the ‘ring of fire’, one of the most disaster-prone regions in
the world, it is exposed to frequent earthquakes, floods
and landslides. Since 1994, the European Commission
Humanitarian Aid department (ECHO) has allocated over
€113 million to assist the victims of earthquakes,
tsunamis, malnutrition and floods. In complementarity to
the humanitarian assistance, ECHO is also supporting
vulnerable people living in disaster-prone areas with
disaster preparedness measures.

Emergency Assistance for the victims of West Sumatra and
West Java earthquakes in 2009

On 2 September, the south-western coast of Java was shaken
by a massive tremor which registered 7 on the Richter scale.
The European Commission (EC) provided €1.5 million for tem-
porary shelters with strong focus on earthquake resistant
techniques. Local builders and authorities are being trained in
safe construction, while local health staff is trained in order to
identify and adequately manage the psychosocial distress of
the victims.

Just four weeks later, a 7.9 magnitude earthquake struck off
the coast of West Sumatra near the city of Padang, followed
by an aftershock of 6.8. The Government reported more than
a thousand deaths with an additional 2,000 people injured.
The EC approved an immediate allocation of €3 million to
respond to the urgent needs for emergency shelter, non-food
items, water and sanitation, logistics including transport, as
well as coordination of the international humanitarian relief.
These programmes provided assistance to an estimated 2 mil-
lion people in the worst affected areas hit by the Sumatra
earthquake.

Preserving lives and livelihoods of vulnerable people
in East Nusa Tenggara (NTT)

In October 2008, the European Commission approved €2 mil-
lion to enhance household and community resilience to cope
with the disaster-prone environment, and to improve the nu-
tritional status of vulnerable groups in NTT. The programmes
supported vulnerable families undergoing acute food and live-
lihood crisis, restoring their coping capacities while trying to
introducing positive and sustainable behaviour changes. Some
90.000 vulnerable people were provided with seeds and train-
ing, and given access to clean water and irrigation. Good in-
fant care practices were also promoted as well as disaster
preparedness. This successful operation should enable these
communities to face the recurrent, small-scale natural disas-
ters that affect them, such as floods, landslides, earthquakes,
pest infestation and drought.

Assisting the victims of floods

In early 2007 €1.6 million were provided by the EU to provide
immediate relief to thousands of vulnerable people displaced
by the disastrous floods in Aceh, Jakarta and the surrounding
areas. Essential aid such as water, essential food and non-food
items, medical care and nutritional assistance in particular to
children, pregnant and lactating mothers was delivered. The
Aceh flood response also covered emergency infrastructure
repair and short term livelihood recovery.
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EC humanitarian aid since 1994

In response to natural disasters €86.5 million
In response to conflict €22 million
Disaster preparedness €4.6 million

Construction tool kits being distributed in West Sumatra.
Photo credit : Laurence Bardon, EC/ECHO Indonesia

Assisting the victims of the Yogyakarta earthquake

The massive earthquake that struck the Yogyakarta Province
in May 2006 left more than 6.000 dead, more than 38.000
injured and an estimated 1.5 million were left homeless.
Within hours of the earthquake, the European Commission
made €3 million available to fund the provision of emer-
gency health, shelter and logistics. A further €6.5 million to
assist the most vulnerable victims followed in July 2006. The
aid focused on providing emergency shelter material and
tools, restoring basic water and sanitation facilities, and
providing medical services and logistical support.

Assisting the victims of the Indian Ocean Tsunami

The earthquake and tidal waves of December 2004 killed
over 170.000 people in Indonesia’s Aceh province and made
more than half a million people homeless. The European
Commission mobilised €123 million to help the survivors of
this unprecedented crisis across the affected region. Of this
funding some €60 million were allocated to Aceh and Nias
for the provision of food, medical aid, water and sanitation,
shelter, logistics and transport, livelihoods and psychosocial
support to help people overcome the trauma of the disaster.

Reducing the impact of natural disasters (DIPECHO)

Through its Disaster Preparedness Programme DIPECHO, the
European Commission Humanitarian Aid department aims at
building the resilience of communities that face recurrent
disasters, in particular floods, earthquakes and forest fires,
both in urban and rural areas of Indonesia.

The 7™ Action Plan for Disaster Risk Reduction for Southeast
Asia has also just been launched making a further €10 million
available in 2010-2011 for projects in the region which will
reduce the effects of natural disasters on vulnerable
communities and strengthen their resilience.
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ECHO/DIPECHO projects 2009-2010

OXFAM - UK 800,000
Netherlands/France Red Cross 652,000 DISASTER PREPAREDNESS
I0M (incl logistics 1,087,000
( 9 ) Partner Amount (€) Partner Amount (€)
MERCY CORPS 280,160 254 698 Arbeiter Samariter Bund (ASB) 215,288
— Action Contre la Faim s
UN OCHA (coordination) 167,570 (ACF) Save the children (5C) 297,395
MAP ACTION (coordination) 13,270 FAO 548,500 Danish Red Cross/PMi 505.622
3,000,000
CARE NEDERLAND 350,000 German Red Cross/ PMI 302,182
Sum— OXFAM- UK 246,802 Action Contre la Faim (ACF) 265,570
OXFAM - UK ’
WFP 600,000 N
Netherlands Red Cross 212,405 OXFAM - UK 378,558
Arbeiter Samariter Bund (ASB) 261,090 T 00,000 IFRC (regional) 61,500
IOM 696,461 * finished projects T

L 1,499,956

The Humanitarian Aid department (ECHO) is part of the European Commission, the European Union’s executive arm. It comes
under direct responsibility of Kristalina Georgieva, European Commissioner for International Co-operation, Humanitarian Aid
and Crisis Response. Through ECHO funding, nearly 20 million people are helped each year in more than 70 countries outside
the country through approximately 200 partners (International non-governmental organisations, the Red Cross/Red Crescent
movement, and UN agencies).

For more information contact ECHO’s Regional Support office in Bangkok, Tel: + 66 (0) 2 255 1036/35

Laurence Bardon, Technical Assistant for Indonesia
Mathias Eick, Regional Information Officer

e-mail: Laurence.Bardon@ec.europa.eu
e-mail: rio@echo-bangkok.org
Web: http://ec.europa.eu/echo
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