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Number of Erasmus students tops 3 million 

Figures released today reveal that more than 3 million students have benefitted from EU 

Erasmus grants since the exchange scheme's launch in 1987. The statistics, covering the 

2011-2012 academic year, also show that the programme enabled more than 250 000 

Erasmus students – a new record – to spend part of their higher education studies abroad 

or to take up a job placement with a foreign company to boost their employability. More 

than 46 500 academic and administrative staff also received support from Erasmus to 

teach or train abroad, an experience designed to improve the quality of teaching and 

learning in the 33 countries which participate in the scheme (EU Member States, Iceland, 

Liechtenstein, Norway, Switzerland and Turkey).  

Androulla Vassiliou, European Commissioner for Education, Culture, Multilingualism and 

Youth, said: "The latest record figures, showing that we have exceeded our target of 3 

million Erasmus students, are testament to the enduring success and popularity of the 

programme. Erasmus is more important than ever in times of economic hardship and high 

youth unemployment: the skills and international experience gained by Erasmus students 

make them more employable and more likely to be mobile on the labour market. Erasmus 

has also played a tremendous role in improving the quality of higher education in Europe 

by opening up our universities and colleges to international cooperation. Looking to the 

future, I'm delighted that our new Erasmus+ programme will enable 4 million young 

people to study, train, teach or volunteer abroad in the next seven years." 

Among the countries participating in Erasmus, the three most popular destinations for 

students in 2011-2012 were Spain, France and Germany. Spain also sent the largest 

number of students abroad, followed by Germany and France (see MEMO/13/647). 

Nearly 205 000 students, around 80% of the total supported by Erasmus in 2011-12 

opted to spend an average of six months abroad at a university or other higher education 

institution, as part of their degree programme. The number choosing the study option 

increased by 7.5% compared with the previous year. With a growth rate of 18% on the 

previous year, job placements in companies continue to be increasingly popular. In 2011-

12, one in five Erasmus students, almost 50 000 in total, chose this option.  

Demand continued to exceed the availability of Erasmus grants in most countries. The 

average monthly Erasmus grant, designed to cover part of the additional costs of living 

abroad and travel, was €252. The grant, which has remained stable for the past three 

years, is topped up in some countries by national, regional or institutional funds. 

Erasmus+, the new EU programme for education, training, youth and sport, due for 

launch in January 2014, will build on the legacy of Erasmus by offering opportunities for 
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4 million people to study, train, teach or volunteer abroad by 2020. The programme is 

expected to have a budget of around €14.5 billion for 2014-2020 - 40% more than 

funding for the current education and training mobility programmes. Erasmus+ replaces 

the current Lifelong Learning Programme (Erasmus, Leonardo da Vinci, Comenius, 

Grundtvig), as well as Youth in Action, Erasmus Mundus, Tempus, Alfa, Edulink and the bilateral 

cooperation programme with industrialised countries.  

Background 

In its strategy on the modernisation of higher education (IP/11/1043), the Commission 

highlighted the need to provide more opportunities for students to gain skills through 

study or training abroad. The EU target for overall student mobility is at least 20% by the 

end of the decade. Currently, around 10% of EU students study or train abroad with the 

support of Erasmus or other public and private means. Around 4.5% receive an Erasmus 

grant. 

The Erasmus Student Network has selected students from each participating country who 

went abroad with Erasmus in 2012-2013 to represent the 3 million milestone. All say that 

their Erasmus experience went beyond their expectations, enriching both their personal 

and professional life. Many former Erasmus alumni, including some well-known faces in 

Europe today (see Annex 5), have expressed similar sentiments. 

Erasmus is not just a funding scheme for student and staff exchanges: it also supports 

joint projects, summer schools and networks, with the aim of improving how education 

is delivered so that it meets the needs of the labour market and society as a whole.  

For more information 

MEMO/13/647 "Erasmus in 2011-12: the figures explained".   

European Commission: The Erasmus programme  

Erasmus statistics 

Supporting reform: The role of Erasmus in higher education 

Androulla Vassiliou's website  

Follow Androulla Vassiliou on Twitter @VassiliouEU 

 

Annex 1: The Erasmus programme 2011-2012 – Number of out-bound students by 

country 

Annex 2: The Erasmus programme 2011-2012 – Erasmus student mobility: home and 

destination countries 

Annex 3: The Erasmus programme 2011-2012 – Top 100 higher education institutions 

receiving Erasmus students 

Annex 4: Well-known Erasmus alumni – inspiring careers  

Annex 5: Representatives of the 3 millionth Erasmus student in each country  

 

 

Contacts : 

Dennis Abbott  (+32 2 295 92 58); Twitter: @DennisAbbott 

Dina Avraam  (+32 2 295 96 67) 
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Annex 1  

The Erasmus Programme 2011-2012   

Number of out-bound students by country (studies and 

placements) 

Country 2010/11 2011/12 
Year on Year 

Growth 

HR 545 882 61,8% 

DK 2768 3315 19,8% 

SI 1480 1735 17,2% 

TR 10095 11826 17,1% 

SE 3160 3573 13,1% 

LV 1959 2194 12,0% 

NO 1529 1690 10,5% 

DE 30274 33363 10,2% 

IE 2511 2754 9,7% 

ES 36183 39545 9,3% 

SK 2458 2685 9,2% 

CZ 6433 7004 8,9% 

PT 5964 6484 8,7% 

NL 8590 9310 8,4% 

PL 14234 15315 7,6% 

AT 5216 5590 7,2% 

UK 12833 13662 6,5% 

EE 1028 1092 6,2% 

IT 22031 23377 6,1% 

FR 31747 33269 4,8% 

HU 4164 4361 4,7% 

GR 3437 3591 4,5% 

BE 6824 7091 3,9% 

LT 3417 3548 3,8% 

FI 5081 5272 3,8% 

LU 441 450 2,0% 

BG 1837 1852 0,8% 

MT 0 149 n.a. 

LI 38 38 0,0% 

CH 0 2714 n.a. 

RO 4604 4578 -0,6% 

IS 263 261 -0,8% 

CY 264 257 -2,7% 
Source: European Commission



 

 

Annex 2  

The Erasmus Programme 2011-2012   

Erasmus student mobility: home and destination countries 

 
 

The table shows the total number of Erasmus students sent abroad from the home country (vertical axis) to the destination country (horizontal axis) in the academic 
year 2011/2012. 
For example, Belgium sent 7091 students to other participating countries and received a total of 8593 students, while it sent 1107 students to France and received 243 
students from Hungary. 
Source: European Commission 



 

 

Annex 3  

The Erasmus Programme 2011-2012   

Top 100 higher education institutions receiving Erasmus students 

 
Source: European Commission 


