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Honourable Minister Akbar, Prof Mittal, Fellow Ambassadors, Ladies and Gentlemen

It is my pleasure to welcome you at the 2016 European Union Higher Education Fair. 

This Higher Education Fair offers a great opportunity to European universities and Indian students to meet face to face and to explore and learn about each other. And I am sure that for many young and bright students the contacts made at this fair will become life-changing opportunities. 

We are at an exciting moment in relations between India and Europe. India's economic and political dynamism is attracting growing interest from around the world: in this context, European institutions of research and higher learning are keen to strengthen their ties with Indian partners as we can see with the large number of universities present here today. Over 100 universities are represented here today. Allow me to extend a warm welcome to all the exhibitors who have travelled from Europe to be with us here in Delhi today and tomorrow.
This fair today and tomorrow will increase further the interest of Indian students to go study in Europe, they are already more than 46000 right now!   
In the past few years we have seen that Indian students are taking advantage of the diversity, high-quality and affordability of programmes in all EU countries.  Germany now attracts about a quarter of Indian students in the EU, followed by France, Sweden, Netherlands, Italy, Finland Spain and Poland. Indian students are choosing to go to all European countries exploring top level universities in their areas of study.  But I cannot cite them all; I will simply say that whatever the students' needs, there is a study programme for them in the European Union. 
Indeed, the EU has over 4000 universities, which is one-fifth of all the world's universities - and hundreds of thousands of Bachelor’s Degrees, Master’s Degrees and PhD/Doctoral programmes. Every EU Member State has its strengths, every university too, and all together, the EU universities can offer the most comprehensive choice that can suit each individual needs and ambitions. And that's what we're here to show you. 
The EU Higher Education Fair brings to New Delhi more than a hundred universities from 26 EU Member States.  Some universities are highly rated by well-known international rankings: for example more than 20 of the European Universities exhibiting at this year's fair are in this year’s 400 Times Higher Education ranking, and 4 are in the top 100. 
Many of the exhibitors are also ranked world class by discipline. We have here today:

· 4 from the World Top 100 universities for Engineering 
· 7 of the 100 world highest ranked univsrsities for Arts and Humanities
· 9 of the top 100 world universties in the Health sector, and so on! 
Students won't be disapointed! 
So, why study in Europe is a good idea today? 

Quality and Innovation: in terms of quality, European universities are among the best, and half the universities in international rankings are from the EU. Students have access to world class research infrastructure, in an open academic and research environment

Value for money: Many EU countries offer programs where Indian students can study for free or at unbeatable prices. Depending on the country and type of university, the cost of studying in Europe can be surprisingly low, even for the most prestigious institutions. On top of this Europe offers a number of scholarships and funding opportunities to support students in covering the cost of study. One prominent example is the European Union's Erasmus+ programme, but most EU Member States provide national scholarships schemes too. 

Career: Our close economic relations offer many career opportunities. Around 6,000 EU enterprises in India employ 1.2 million persons directly and an estimated 5 million indirectly.  All these businesses, as well as global businesses, are keen to employ graduates with exposure to Europe.  

Diversity, culture, safety and quality of life: Last but not least, studying in Europe gives the opportunity to travel freely across most of the continent and explore the fascinating multitude of cultures, traditions and natural beauty. 

Sometimes I hear that studying in non-English speaking countries is a challenge for Indian students. But in this regard, Europe has changed so much: more than 12,500 undergraduate programmes and a significant proportion of graduate programs are taught in English in all 28 EU countries.  And with its 24 official languages the EU is also an ideal place to learn another global business language, while still studying in English.
In short, there is no lack of good reasons to come and study in Europe!

