


Europe seen by Gulf Arab Students

This catalogue comprises 55 photos of Europe taken by nationals of Gulf Cooperation Council countries who have been invited to submit
personal photos of landscapes, architectural features and people (taken during their time as students at schools or universities in the
European Union) to the Photo Competition “Europe seen by Gulf Arab Students” organised in the context of Europe’s Day celebrations in
the Gulf Cooperation Council countries, in May 2013, by the Delegation of the European Union to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Kingdom
of Bahrain, State of Kuwait, Sultanate of Oman, State of Qatar and the United Arab Emirates, in partnership with the Ministry of Culture
and Information of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the Saudi Commission for Tourism and Antiquities. The winning photos have been
selected by Mrs Thuraya Al-Bagsami (Kuwait) and Mr Abdulnasser Gharem (Saudi Arabia), two of the most celebrated contemporary
artists in the Gulf region.
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Abdulnasser Gharem

Bornin 1973 in the Saudi Arabian city of Khamis Mushait, where he
continues to live and work today. In 1992, Abdulnasser graduated
from the King Abdulaziz Academy before attending The Leader
Institute in Riyadh. In 2003, he studied at the influential Al-Meftaha
Arts Village in Abha and, in 2004, Abdulnasser and the Al-Meftaha
artists staged a group exhibition, Shattah, which challenged exist-
ing modes of art practice in Saudi Arabia. Since then Abdulnasser
has exhibited in Europe, the Gulf and the USA, including at Martin
Gropius-Bau and at the Venice, Sharjah & Berlin Biennales. He
recently made history when his installation Message/Messenger
sold for a world record price at auction in Dubai, establishing Ab-
dulnasser as the highest selling living Gulf artist. He donated the
proceeds of this sale to Edge of Arabia to foster art education in
his native country. His first monograph ‘Abdulnasser Gharem: Art
of Survival’ was published in London in October 2011.
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Thuraya Al-Bagsami

Born in Kuwait in 1951, she attended the College of Fine
Arts in Cairo from 1972-1974. She completed her BA &
Master degree at the Arts Institute Surikov in Moscow,
Russia, 1974-1981. Since 1970, she has been the journal-
ist and illustrator of several Kuwaiti magazines and news-
papers. She writes short stories, children books and is also
an art critic. She is the member of the Very Special Inter-
national Arts Organisation, Washington, DC, USA and the
founding member of the European Artists Association, Es-
sen, Germany. She organised more than 60 international
personal art exhibitions and participated in 250 collective
exhibitions, various international biennials, youth festivals
and woman conferences in Washington, Beijing, Cairo,
Moscow, London, Paris and more...

She is the recipient of the «Prize for Art Activities» of the
European Union of Arts, Prague (Czech Republic), in May
2001. She also received in Berlin, in September 2001,
from the European Circle «Franz Kafka» the «European
Medal of Franz Kafka». The Salvador Dali International
Alliance awarded Thuraya Al-Bagsami in Spain, in 2003,
the «World Prize of Salvador Dali». In 2006, her poetry
«A Blue Bird in My Palm» («Pajaro Azul») was awarded
a prize in literature from the Al-Madina Culture Society,
Madrid, Spain. In January 2008, both Thuraya Al-Bagsami
and her husband Mohammed Al-Qadiri, the General Man-
ager of Ghadir Gallery in Kuwait received the Trebbia 2007
«European Award for the Support of Arts and Creative Ac-
tivities» in Prague, Czech Republic, and in 2010 the «Novo
Prize at Hajduboszormeny Symposium» in Hungary.
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The EU Member Countries

Halll =01l

Austria

Cyprus

Estonia

Germany

Ireland

Lithuania

The Netherlands
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Romania

Spain

T

Belgium

Czech Republic

Finland

Greece

Italy

Luxembourg

Poland

Slovakia

Sweden
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Bulgaria

Denmark

France

Hungary

Latvia

Malta

Portugal

Slovenia

United Kingdom
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