Katholieke Universiteit Leuven

The Katholieke Universiteit Leu-
ven (K.U.Leuven), Belgium, was
founded in 1425. Throughout
its six centuries of existence, the
K.UL has attracted students and
academic staff from all parts of
the world. Composed of 14 facul-
ties, K.U.L is also a cosmopolitan
and multicultural university with
12% of its student coming from
countries outside Belgium.

University Symphony Orches-
tra of the K.U.Leuven

The University Symphony Or-
chestra (USO) of the Katholicke
Universiteit Leuven is a well es-
tablished organization founded in
1962. Since, the USO has rapidly
grown to a full-fledged symphony
orchestra presently composed of

more than 70 musicians.

Today, the orchestra performs
under its present conductor, Ed-
mond Saveniers. He has done con-
cert tours with this group in Hun-
gary, Denmark, France, England,
Czech Republic, Italy, Holland
and Germany. Mr Saveniers grad-
uated from the Lemmens Institute
of Music, Leuven, specializing in
organ and music education and
earned the Lemmens-Tinel prize
for virtuosity — organ and compo-
sition. He received the first Prize
for Orchestra conducting and the
Higher diploma for Orchestra
conducting at the Flemish Music
conservatory of Antwerp.
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Givi Nasaridze

Givi Nasaridze (violin) is a student
at the Sarajishvili State Conserva-
tory with Professor E. Arakelov.
He began his violin studies at the
7. Paliashvili N1 Central Music
School. In 1999, 2003 and 2007
Givi Nasaridze won various youth
music competitions. Mr Nasaridze
has performed with different con-
ductors and artists from Georgia,
Armenia and the European Union.
In 2008 Givi Nasaridze played in
the Florence Youth Orchestra ‘Jo-
vanile Italiana’. In 2009 he played

with the Georgian-Italian Orches-
tra in various cities in Italy and in
the Spoleto Festival. Both events
were financed by the Vatican.
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Programme
36ma®5ds
August De Boeck - Rhapsodie Dahoméenne
Alexi Matchavariani  — Concerto for violin and
symphony orchestra
Soloist  — Mpr. Givi Nasaridze, violin
Alexander Borodin  — Symphony no. 2
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Delegation of the European Union
- 15 years in Georgia

The Delegation of the European Union to Georgia — known until the
entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty on 1 December 2009 as the Del-
egation of the European Commission — was opened in the centre of
Thilisi in 1995. Over these years, the Delegation has grown into a 50-
strong diplomatic mission officially representing the European Union in
Georgia. The Delegation presents, explains and implements European
Union (EU) policy; it analyses and reports on policies and developments
in Georgia, and holds negotiations in accordance with a given mandate.

The Delegation’s mandate

The Delegation’s main tasks can be described under three headings: Po-
litical relations, Economic and Trade relations, and Co-operation and Ex-
ternal assistance. In carrying out its work, the Delegation aims at main-
taining and developing good and effective contacts with its partners in
the government and civil society, as well as with EU Member States and
international organisations.

EU Assistance to Georgia

In 1992-2007, the EU provided assistance to Georgia to the value of €
530.8 million. Following the August 2008 war, the European Commission
pledged up to € 500 million for the period 2008-2010 to mitigate the ef-
fects of the war. The bulk of this funding is directed towards infrastruc-
ture and economic
stabilization to help
Internally Displaced
People from the re-
cent conflict as well
as the earlier conflicts
of the 1990s. In April
2010, the EU allo-
cated €180 million
to Georgia for 2011-
2013 to support dem-
ocratic development,
rule of law, good
governance;  trade
and investment, regulatory alighment and reform; regional development,
sustainable economic and social development, poverty reduction as well
as peaceful settlement of conflicts.

The EU & Georgia - Political and Legal Framework

Since 1999, the EU has a Partnership and Cooperation Agreement with
Georgia, providing for close political relations as well as economic, so-
cial, financial and cultural cooperation. In November 2006, the Euro-
pean Neighbourhood Policy Action Plan for Georgia was adopted with
the aim of sharing the EU’ stability, security and prosperity with the
neighbouring countries. The launching of the Eastern Partnership in
May 2009 further strengthened the relationship between the EU and
Georgia, opening the prospect of Association Agreements, more people
to people contacts and further integration of Georgia with European
structures.
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