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SUMMARY

Certification of the live animals, products of animal origin, poultry,
meat of poultry and eggs exported to the European Union market from
third countries

1. Foreword

The present publication provides for general understanding of the European
Union certification policy towards the live animals, meet products, poultry,
poultry meet and eggs of third countries. The rules represent a complex set of
legislative acts of the EU. The EU certification rules in general are harmonized
but there also are exceptions dealt at the national level.

The vast majority of the EU certificates aim at health protection of both
animals and consumers. Therefore, the issue falls within the competence of the
European Commission’s Health and Consumer Protection Directorate General
(DG SANCO). In this juncture the EU Council Directive No 99 of December 16%
2002 is explored. The directive puts forward main principles of EU certification
focusing on how the certificates should be filled, for which period of time the
certificates are valid, etc. This part of the publication also speaks about the national
authority (often referred to as the “competent authority”) of a third country which,
in a way, assumes a role of a mediator between the third country exporter company
and the European Commission. This chapter also mentions the questionnaire of
the European Commission which any third country’s national authority should
submit before the exporter is actually authorized to enter the EU market.

2. Main aspects of certification of live animals and animal products
exported to the EU from third countries

The second chapter of the publication focuses on certification of those animals
and animal products which are typical for Georgia. Those categories mainly are
bovine and porcine, as well as fresh meat and other traditional Georgian products
of animal origin. In this respect the EU Council Decision No 79/542 of December
21, 1976 was studied. The legislation contains the list of those countries which
are authorized to export the above-mentioned categories of products to the EU, as
well as transportation rules for live animals, forms of respective certificates, etc.

Further, the chapter speaks about the process of recognition of a third country by the
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EU as eligible to export animal products to the EU market. In this respect reference is
made to the chapter four of the brochure in which the issue is discussed in details.

This chapter introduces the main EU rules on transportation of live animals
from third countries. Here, § different product categories for bovine and porcine
species are presented. The EU production regulations on slaughter and breeding
of live animals are also discussed.

In addition, reference is made to the EU Council decision No 79/542 and main
categories of the fresh meat products are introduced. This chapter also speaks
about the production specifications for the fresh meet. It explores the European
Commission Decision of April 16, 2007 No 240 which contains significant
amendments to the EU Council decision of No 79/542. The document introduces
forms of EU veterinary certificates which are in force presently. The brochure
presents four main forms of veterinary certificates which currently are endorsed
by the EU.

The second chapter also discusses the EU health certification rules of the
animal products. The issue is regulated by the EU Council Decision No 72/462 of
December 12" 1972. It should be underlined that the legislation draws clear line
between the heath certification of live animals and animal products.

3. Main aspects of certification of poultry, hatching eggs, day-old chicks,
meat of poultry, ratites and wild game-birds, eggs and egg products
exported from third countries into the EU market

This chapter introduces the main EU rules which regulate veterinary and
health certification of poultry, hatching eggs, day-old chicks, meat of poultry,
ratites and wild game-birds, eggs and egg products exported from third countries
into the EU. In this respect the Commission Decision No 696 of August 28 2006
is the main legislative document. Apart from the export norms it lays down the
veterinary certification conditions for transit through and storage in the EU. Like
in case of live animals and animal products, there are certain third countries which
are authorized to export poultry and eggs products to the EU. The Commission
decision No 696 contains a list of these countries. A separate list of those countries
which are eligible to export their wild game-birds to the EU is also attached to the
Commission decision.

The EU legislation defines three main categories of products for poultry,
hatching eggs, day-old chicks, meat of poultry, ratites, wild game-birds and eggs.
Those are: 1. poultry, hatching eggs and day-old chicks; 2. meat, minced meat and
mechanically separated meat, of poultry, ratites and wild game-birds; 3. poultry,
ratites and wild game-birds for storage or transit. As it is provided below the
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first two categories are further divided on sub-categories for which the separate
certificate forms are elaborated. As for products for storage and transit a single
EU certificate is applied.

4. The procedure of a third country application approval by the EU of
a third country application for export of live animals, animal products,
poultry, poultry meat and egg to the EU market

There is a strict EU procedure for approval of a third country application for
export of products of the animal origin. In this respect the national authority has
a main role to play. The national authority submits a formal request for approval
to the European Commission services. This includes the information on the type
of animal/product for which approval is sought, anticipated volume of trade, class
of animals (e.g. breeding, fattening, slaughter) involved, number and type of
establishments (companies) considered to meet EU requirements, etc. The formal
request should also include confirmation that all proposed establishments satisfy
EU requirements.

Once the European Commission receives the application it acknowledges the
request and sends the relevant pre-mission questionnaire. The national authority
submits completed questionnaire for approval with copies of the national
legislation applicable to the animals/products concerned. Outstanding issues
between the national authorities and the Commission are dealt bilaterally.

If the European commission approves third country application it includes the
country in the list of the eligible states and publishes the respective decision in the
official journal of the EU.
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