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EU helps to rehabilitate the Lami dump

A works contract for the rehabilitation of the Lami waste landfill was officially signed yesterday at the
Ministry of Finance by the Government of Fiji and BW Holdings Ltd. This FJS 4.5 million contract is
financed by the European Union (EU) through the Fiji Solid Waste Management Programme of the 9th
European Development Fund. The rehabilitation works will last 12 months and include levelling of
waste, slope protection using soil-filled geo-cells and armour rocks and a cover up of the site with soil
to ensure vegetation growth. The project aims to contain present and minimise future environmental
risks of the dump site for the benefit of the people living in surrounding areas including Suva, the
capital of Fiji.

'l am very glad that with the signing of the works contract today we have taken the last step necessary
to bring the rehabilitation of the Lami dump to a good end. After its closure in 2005, serious
environmental risks for the residents of Lami and Suva remained at the dump, including the discharge
of leachate, the emission of gas and the risk of fire. The rehabilitation works will now address these
issues and minimize future environmental hazards', said Elina Lobendahn-Volavola, Deputy National
Authorizing Officer at the Ministry of Finance during the formal handover ceremony.

In addition to the rehabilitation works which aim to stabilize the site and protect it from erosion,
several ancillary works will be conducted. A service road will be constructed and parking areas will be
provided on the landfill top. Moreover, the draining system will be upgraded by trimming and
enlarging existing drains and a fence will be put up around the dump.

This redevelopment project is in line with the National Solid Waste Management Strategy for Fiji 2006,
which —in close cooperation with key stakeholders — provides a platform to advance the management
of waste in Fiji.

The Lami dump received waste from Suva and neighbouring towns for more than 50 years before a
major fire which emitted highly toxic smoke broke out at the site in July 2005. The dumpsite was
subsequently closed and replaced by the Naboro landfill, a high standard modern landfill funded by
the EU and the Government of the Republic of the Fiji Islands. While the new landfill site now provides
adequate waste disposal facilities with improved environmental protection, the proper rehabilitation
of the old site was still outstanding.

ENDS
* X
* *
* *
* *
*ox Kk
Delegation of the European Union for the Pacific "The European Union is made up of 27 Member States who have decided to gradually link together their
Level 4, Development Bank Centre know-how, resources and destinies. Together, during a period of enlargement of 50 years, they have
360 Victoria Parade, Suva, F1JI built a zone of stability, democracy and sustainable development whilst maintaining cultural diversity,
Private Mail Bag, G.P.O. Suva tolerance and individual freedoms. The European Union is committed to sharing its achievements and its
Phone: (679) 331.3633 values with countries and peoples beyond its borders".

Fax:  (679) 330.0370
URL: http://www.delfji.ec.europa.eu The European Conmission is the EU s executive body.


http://www.delfji.ec.europa.eu/

For further information please contact:

Marius-Adrian OANCEA

Delegation of the European Union for the Pacific
Infrastructure Section

Suva, Fiji

Tel: 679-3313-633

Email: Marius-adrian.oancea@ec.europa.eu

Jope DAVETANIVALU
Director of Environment
Fiji Government

Suva, Fiji

Tel: 697-3311699

Stefan STANTEJSKY

Delegation of the European Union for the Pacific
Media Officer

Suva, Fiji

Tel: 697-3313-633 (Ext. 133)

Email: Stefan.stantejsky@ec.europa.eu




	EU helps to rehabilitate the Lami dump

