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European Union signs €14.4 million Renewable Energy Programme with three 
Pacific Island Countries  

 
The European Union (EU) today signed a multi-country programme with the governments of the 
Federated States of Micronesia, the Republic of the Marshall Islands and the Republic of Palau. The 
programme provides €14.44 million (approximately US$20 million) in assistance for a renewable 
energy and energy efficiency programme that will help improve the quality of life on the outer 
islands and reduce dependency on fossil fuels. The programme, known as North-REP, complements 
the bilateral cooperation programmes of the individual EU Member States. It is the single largest 
financial commitment ever made by the EU in these three countries.  

 
"These countries are very remote from international markets, making them particularly vulnerable to 
movements in international petroleum prices. This programme will help improve the overall capacity 
of the energy sector through energy efficiency measures and grid-connected renewable energy and 
increase access of remote populations to affordable and reliable renewable electricity services" said 
Ambassador Wiepke van der Goot, Head of EU Delegation for the Pacific.  
 
"Climate change is a serious threat to all countries, but particularly to the communities of low-lying 
atolls in the Pacific. Because this programme creates energy from the sun, it will help to mitigate some 
the damaging effects expected of climate change”, he added.  
    
The North-REP programme will be implemented over four-years with assistance from the Secretariat 
of the Pacific Community – a regional agency with a 60-year track record of supporting Pacific island 
countries. At today’s signing ceremony in Pohnpei the Secretary General of SPC, Dr. Jimmie Rodgers, 
said, "SPC is very happy to be associated with North-REP. Electricity on the outer islands makes it 
possible to deliver other programmes such as internet services and the one laptop per child initiative". 
 
North-REP is fully consistent with the policy objectives of participating governments and will carry out 
various activities at national and local government levels to raise the profile of energy efficiency and 
conservation. In the outer islands, it will provide renewable energy based electricity to households, 
schools and health centres. This is expected to have a positive impact on income generation and the 
quality of education and health services - resulting in poverty reduction, improvement in the quality of 
life and increased opportunities. ENDS 

  

Delegation of the European Union for the Pacific  
Level 4, Development Bank Centre  
360 Victoria Parade, Suva, FIJI  
Private Mail Bag, G.P.O. Suva  
Phone: (679) 331.3633  
Fax:     (679) 330.0370  
URL: http://www.delfji.ec.europa.eu 

 
"The European Union is made up of 27 Member States who have decided to gradually link together their 
know-how, resources and destinies. Together, during a period of enlargement of 50 years, they have 
built a zone of stability, democracy and sustainable development whilst maintaining cultural diversity, 
tolerance and individual freedoms. The European Union is committed to sharing its achievements and its 
values with countries and peoples beyond its borders".  

The European Commission is the EU’s executive body.  

http://www.delfji.ec.europa.eu/
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For further information please contact: 
 
Malcom PONTON 
Delegation of the European Union for the Pacific 
Suva, Fiji 
Tel: 679-3313-633 
Email: Malcom.PONTON@ec.europa.eu  

 
 
Patricia SACHS-CORNISH 
Planning Adviser, Policy and Planning Facility 
Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) 
Noumea, New Caledonia 
Tel: 687-2620-00 (Ext. 282)  
Email: Patricias@spc.int  
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