
 
 

Suva, Fiji 
09 March 2010 
For Immediate Release 

 
 

EU launches Drawing Competition on Gender Equality 
 
The Delegation of the European Union for the Pacific today launched the International Drawing 
Competition on Gender Equality to coincide with the celebration of International Women’s Day on 
8 March. This competition is open to all children between the ages of 8 and 10 schooling in one of 
7 world regions – the Pacific, Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, Latin America, the Mediterranean and 
other European countries.   

 
The purpose of this colourful and inspiring contest is to encourage children to express their views – 
through a drawing – on gender equality in light of the global issues and challenges that women face 
throughout the world.  
 
The drawings should revolve around this year’s theme, which is “Once upon a time there were a girl 
and a boy, together they wanted to make the world a better place...” 

   
“As the European Union supports women's rights and gender equality worldwide, I would like to 
encourage the children of the Pacific to submit entries through their schools so that their vision of 
gender equality gets an international audience and shows how women and men can collaborate to 
make the world a better place”, said Ambassador Wiepke van der Goot, Head of EU Delegation for 
the Pacific during the official launch of the contest at the Suva City Carnegie Library.   
 
All entries must be with the Suva-based office of the Delegation of the European Union for the 
Pacific by 12:00 noon, May 14, 2010.  
 
A pre-selection will be done by the Delegation in Suva and the 10 best drawings will be forwarded to 
Brussels, where a jury made up of European children between the ages of 8 and 10 will make the 
final decision. Fourteen winners will be selected from the 7 regions and they will each receive 
€1,000 (approx. FJ$2,700). The winning entries will be published in a booklet for distribution later in 
the year to schools of the participating countries.  
 
The competition has been carried out every year since 2007 by the European Union with great 
success. Last year, more than 23,000 children between the ages of 8 and 10 from 60 different 
countries took part.  
 
ENDS 

  

Delegation of the European Union for the Pacific  
Level 4, Development Bank Centre  
360 Victoria Parade, Suva, FIJI  
Private Mail Bag, G.P.O. Suva  
Phone: (679) 331.3633  
Fax:     (679) 330.0370  
URL: http://www.delfji.ec.europa.eu 

 
"The European Union is made up of 27 Member States who have decided to gradually link together their 
know-how, resources and destinies. Together, during a period of enlargement of 50 years, they have 
built a zone of stability, democracy and sustainable development whilst maintaining cultural diversity, 
tolerance and individual freedoms. The European Union is committed to sharing its achievements and its 
values with countries and peoples beyond its borders".  

The European Commission is the EU’s executive body.  

http://www.delfji.ec.europa.eu/
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For further information, contact: 
 
STEFAN STANTEJSKY 
Media Officer 
Delegation of the European Union for the 
Pacific 
Suva, Fiji 
Tel: 3313-633 
Email: Stefan.STANTEJSKY@ec.europa.eu 

 
 
SAMISONI PARETI 
Media Adviser 
Delegation of the European Union for the 
Pacific 
Suva, Fiji 
Tel: 9930-873 
Email: paretis@gmail.com 
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