
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

P R E S S  R E L E A S E 

Cairo, Tuesday 29th October , 2013 
 

 
Towards a Rural Development Strategy Benefiting Small Scale Farmers in Fayoum & Menia 

 
An inter disciplinary ministerial level meeting is planned on Thursday October 31st, to reaffirm  political 
commitment towards the development of a national strategy benefiting small scale farmers  and to review 
progress achieved to date in the implementation of the Support to Rural Development Programme (SRDP) , a pilot 
project currently being implemented in Fayoum and Menia Governorates. 
 
Dr. Ayman Abou Hadid, Minister of Agriculture & Land Reclamation is convening this meeting jointly with  
Mr. James Moran, Ambassador of The European Union Delegation to Egypt. Also participating in  the meeting are  
Dr. Mohamed Abdel Mutaleb, Minister of Water Resources & Irrigation, Dr. Laila Iskandar, Minister of State for 
Environmental Affairs, along with General Salah Zeyada, Governor of Menia and Dr. Hazem Atteya, Governor of 
Fayoum. 
 
The SRDP contributes to the Ministry of Agriculture’s commitment towards a National Strategy for Rural 
Development that includes a conditional incentive-based approach geared to the small scale farmers. The pilot 
project will assess a set of interventions  which will improve the income and the quality of life of farmers holding 
less than three feddans, in six villages of Fayoum and Menia. The implementation of these interventions - 
considered as conditional incentives - is directly linked to each local community’s commitments to observe an 
agreed upon set of environmental protection measures. The incentives range from lining canals, land leveling, 
greenhouse units, compost units, sorting, grading and packaging of harvested  crops, introduction of new crops, 
job creation and investment in appropriate technology for agriculture. The conditions are specific to each 
community and negotiated with the farmers; they cover appropriate use of soil, rational use of water quantity and 
quality, respect for  biodiversity and others.  The conditional incentive approach is being implemented by seven 
grants recipients working with local communities over a period of 24 months starting June 2013 under the 
guidance of the Union of Producers & Exporters of Horticultural Crops ( UPEHC), the implementing agency within 
the Ministry of Agriculture. A comprehensive base line study is being  carried out to enable assessment   - by the 
end of the project's duration -  of the impact of these interventions on the farmers and their communities along 
with  improvement  in the  management  of natural resources.  
 
The  overall budget for the SRDP pilot is 10  million Euros fully funded by the EU through the European 
Neighborhood & Partnership Instrument (ENPI). It is worth noting that the new EU-Egypt partnership includes a  
high-level dialogue on agriculture.  
 
For more information on the event and on the SRDP activities, kindly contact: 
afaf_saghir@hotmail.com  01227769577 - nagwafarag.srd@gmail.com  01222221086 - 
rasha.serry@eeas.europa.eu  
 

 

This project is funded 
by the European Union 
 
 
Delegation of 

The European Commission 
In Arab Republic of Egypt  
37 Gamaet El Dowal Al Arabeya St., 
 El Fouad Office Bldg, 11th floor 
Mohandiseen, Giza 
Tel: (202) 2749 4680 
Fax: (202) 2749 5367 
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/egypt 
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A project implemented 
By the Ministry of Agriculture  
&  Land Reclamation  
 
The Union of Producers & 

Exporters of Horticultural 
Crops (UPEHC) 
Agencies & Companies Bldg 
10th floor, 7 Nadi El-Seid St. 
Dokki, Giza: 
Tel: (202) 3336 3248 
Fax:(202) 3336 4899 
www.upehc.org   

The European Commission is the EU’s executive body. 

 

“The European Union is made up of 27 Member States who have decided to gradually link 

together their know-how, resources and destinies. Together, during a period of enlargement of 

50 years, they have built a zone of stability, democracy and sustainable development whilst 

maintaining cultural diversity, tolerance and individual freedoms. The European Union is 

committed to sharing its achievements and its values with countries and peoples beyond its 

borders”. 


