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MPs Insist on Isolation Law
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In its session of yesterday, the People’s Assembly demanded SCAF to pass the so-called
political isolation law that deprives former regime figures from running in the presidential
elections.

MPs also insist that Egypt’s Mufti should resign or be dismissed after his visit to
Jerusalem. A number of protestors organized a demonstration in front of Al-Ifta Housa to
demand the Mufti’s dismissal from his position.
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Presidential Elections Commission Holds a Meeting
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The Presidential Elections Commission will discuss today in its meeting the symbols of
each presidential candidate and also the rules governing the NGOs which will supervise the
upcoming presidential candidates.

Secretary General of the Presidential Elections Commission Senior Judge Hatem Begato
said the commission discovered a lot of violations in the electoral campaigns of presidential
candidates.

Begato also said that these violations will be referred to Public Prosecution to take action
against the candidates involved.
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Shafik Will Not Submit to an Investigation
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A judicial source denied the rumors, spread by some media channels, which claim that
the investigations in the lawsuits and reports filed against presidential candidate Ahmed Shafik

will begin.
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Islamic Jihad Supports Abul-Fotouh
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After the disqualification of presidential candidate Hazem Salah Abu-Ismail from the
presidential race, the Islamic Jihad group is seeking to support Islamist candidate Abdel-
Moneim Abul-Fotouh.

The group, along with Salafists, still has hope that Abu-Ismail will return to the
presidential race again, said group official Nabil Na’im.

But until then, most of the group’s members will support Abdul-Fotouh in the race, he
said.
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Coptic Church Marks 40 Days since Death of Pope Shenouda III

The Coptic Orthodox Church commemorates tomorrow 40 days since the death of the
late Pope Shenouda III

The Church will hold ceremonies to honor the memory of the late pope and many public
figures were invited to attend.

Bishop Boula, head of the organizing committee of the ceremony, said the Coptic
Church values the role played by the Armed Forces and the Ministry of Interior in providing
security for the coming ceremony.
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Presidential Elections Commission Will Legally Pursue Al-Shater
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An informed source in the Presidential Elections Commission considered Al-Shater’s
recent statements an insult to its work as a superior judicial commission.

Deputy Supreme Guide of the Muslim Brotherhood Khairat Al-Shater had accused the
commission of being biased against him as a result of talks held between the commission and
the Supreme Council of Armed Forces.

“What’s wrong with holding talks with SCAF? It is the current ruling authority in the
country and we have requirements that need to be fulfilled,” the source told Al-Tahrir
newspaper. The source also described Al-Shater’s accusations as not true and confirmed the
independence of the commission’s work.
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State Commissioners Authority Refuse Dissolving National Security
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The State Commissioners Authority, headed by Senior Judge Islam Al-Shahat, refused
the case filed by one of the lawyers against the Head of the Supreme Council of Armed Forces
Mohamed Hussein Tantawi and the Minister of Interior demanding them to confiscate all the
headquarters of National Security and transform them to museums for martyrs of the
revolution.

The authority explained in its verdict that the Minister of Interior’s decree No. 445 for
the year 2011 provided that the State Security Apparatus is dissolved and a new security
apparatus titled “National Security” would be established and will maintain security and
combat terrorism in accordance with the law and human rights principles.

Thus, according to the State Commissioners Authority, the National Security Apparatus
is legitimate as long as it maintains freedoms and rights of the people.
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Abu Ismail’s Advocates Clash with Protestors
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Advocates of the excluded presidential candidate Hazim Salah Abu Ismail resumed
theirs sit-in for the third day, blocking Tahrir Square.

People and shops owners in Tahrir Square protested, asking Abu Ismail’s advocate to
open the way. Shops owners asked Abu Ismail’s advocates to stop their sit-in and expel the
street vendors and thugs from the square.
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New al-Dustour Party will Rule Egypt in 4 Years
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Dr. Muhammad al-Baradei, former head of the International Atomic Energy announced
the foundation of al-Dustour Party. Al-Baradei declared that al-Dustour will rule Egypt in four
years.

Al-Baradei stated in the first meeting of the Founding committee declared that five
moderate parties asked to join al-Dustour that will national, moderate, democratic and for all
Egyptians.
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The Religious Committee Deeming the Mufti Sinful
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The People’s Assembly Religious Committee issued a communiqué denouncing the
mulfti’s visit to Jerusalem. The communiqué described the visit as “sinful” and called the mufti
to resign and apologize.

The communiqué called on the Mufti to “repent to God.”
The majority of the parliament members agreed on calling the Mufti to resign.

In a related context, al-Wafd Party was divided about the visit. While some considered it
unacceptable, some others said it was fine because he did not meet any Israeli individuals or
institutions.

Similar news was reported in al-Akhbar, p. 4
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Well informed sources at the High Presidential Elections Commission banned using

Religious Slogans’ Users Questioned
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religious slogans in presidential campaigns.

The sources declared that the all religious elements are prohibited in the presidential

race; slogans symbols and any other element.

Judge Hatil Bagato, secretary general of the High Presidential Elections Commission
would be monitoring the campaigns and any violations in this response would be dealt with by

filing claims to the attorney general. .
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Plots to Create Confusion
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Presidential Candidate Amr Mussa warned of “plots” to create confusion and instability
in Egypt that would hinder the change towards democracy.

Mussa believes that poverty is the main challenge in Egypt.

In a meeting with al-Wafd Party, Mussa stressed the compelling need to move quickly to
the second republic based on democracy for Egypt’s interest.
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Parliament Approves Amendment to Military Judiciary Law
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The Legislative Committee at the People’s Assembly, the lower house of parliament,
agreed to amend an article in the military judiciary law, which gives military courts the sole
authority to determine whether cases they are examining fall within their purview.

Following long deliberations, the amendment will allow military courts to rule only in
cases that fall within their jurisdiction.
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Egypt Cancels Gas Deal with Israel
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Egyptian energy companies, citing a trade dispute, have terminated a deal to
supply Israel with natural gas in a step that may further erode bilateral ties strained by a
popular revolt that toppled Egypt's pro-Israeli leader last year.

An Israeli partner in the business made the step public on Sunday but an Egyptian firm
said the decision to cancel the deal had been made on Thursday.

Israel, which relies on Egypt for 40 percent of its natural gas supply, worried about
facing further energy cuts after a series of sabotage attacks on the pipeline running through the
volatile Sinai Peninsula contributed to shortages.

Egypt was the first of two Arab countries to sign a peace treaty with Israel, in 1979,
followed by Jordan in 1994.
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Egypt More Dangerous Than Iran - Israeli FM
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Egypt is a greater threat to Israel than Iran, according to Israeli Foreign Minister
Avigdor Lieberman.

Lieberman recently sent Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu a document warning
about the potential threat from Israel’s southern border with Egypt.

“The Egyptian issue is much more disturbing than the Iranian problem,” Lieberman said
during closed discussions on the topic, according to Ma’ariv.

According to the Hebrew daily, Lieberman believes that Egypt may violate its
longstanding peace agreement with Israel and post more troops in the Sinai without
permission. In the letter, he reportedly recommends that the prime minister boost the
diminished southern command of the Israeli army and dispatch three or four divisions to the
area in preparation for a potential mid-May regime change in Egypt.
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TV Coverage (22/04/2012)

<
Program: Al-Hayat Al-An

Channel: Al-Hayat
Host: Maha Bahnasy

Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces Major General Sami Anan discusses with legal
experts the political isolation law and how to end the Constituent Assembly crisis.

A meeting between political powers and SCAF head Field Marshal Hussein Tantawi on
the Constituent Assembly crisis was delayed.

Program: Al-Hayat Al-Yoom
Channel: Al-Hayat
Host: Lobna Assal and Sherief Amer

The Parliament approves SCAF member Major General Mamdouh Shahin’s suggestions
regarding amending the military justice law.

The High Presidential Elections Commission chooses 35 symbols for the presidential
candidates.

The Presidential Elections Commission allows NGOs to monitor the upcoming
presidential elections.

People Assembly’s Speaker Saad Al-Katatny said the parliament’s National Security and
Defense Committee is responsible for investigating the alleged violations of the electoral
candidates of presidential candidates Ahmed Shafik and Amr Moussa.

COC

Pro;gr;iffi: Hona Al-Asema
Channel: CBC
Host: Lamis Al-Hadidy

Egypt decides to stop exporting gas to Israel.

Program: Momken
Channel: CBC
Host: Khairy Ramadan

MPs insist on dismissing the Mufti from office due to his visit to occupied East Jerusalem.
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Similar news was reported in Program: Baladna Bel-Masry, Channel: ON TV, Host: Reem Maged

A\ gin
Program: Sabah Al-Kheir Ya Masr
Channel 1”State TV”

Protestors are threatening of a second revolution if SCAF does not fulfill their demands.
& ailill

News
Channel 2”State TV”
Time: 26:00:00

The Parliament’s Legislative Committee discusses with legal experts the criteria for
choosing Constituent Assembly members.

Program: Yesed Sabahak
Channel 2”State TV”
Host: Hazem Abu Sood and Ghada Abdel-Salam

The committee responsible for monitoring electoral campaigns of presidential
candidates will hold its first meeting tomorrow.

The Supreme Constitutional Court said it approving the political isolation law was out
of its jurisdiction.

Similar news was also reported in Program: Sabah Al-Kheir Ya Masr

The Supreme Council of the Armed forces (SCAF) will announce its decision regarding
the political isolation law after meeting with legal experts.
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Radio Coverage (22/04/2012)

sl

News
Channel: Radio Masr
Time: 25:00:00

Egypt cancels unilaterally an agreement to export gas to Israel.

Similar news was reported in Al-Shabab w Al-Reyada at 23:12:00 and in Al-Shark Al-Awsat at 25:00:00

The Parliament’s Legislative Committee sets the criteria for choosing Constituent
Assembly members.

People’s Assembly Speaker Saad Al-Katatny asks the Supreme Council of the Armed
Forces (SCAF) to ratify the political isolation law.

The Parliament approves SCAF member Major General Mamdouh Shahin’s proposals
regarding amending the military justice law.

The Stock market gains EGP 7 billion.
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Internet Coverage (23/4/2012)

facebook
Facebook
We Are All Khaled Saeed:

So far, 4,500 members in the page have partaken in the survey. Help us to spread the
word. We want 20,000 members to take the survey. We will announce the results on the
page. https:/ /www.survs.com/survey/RX0QLZ0ODC

Dear foreign minister, when you wake this morning, you have a great opportunity to let
the people, who most of them do not know your name, to recognize you for defending an
Egyptian, who was arrested in Saudi Arabia and will be imprisoned for a year and lashed 20
times. All that Egyptian did was giving statements to the Egyptian TV “condemning the
royal entity”. Dear foreign minister, do something.

U Twitter

@Monasosh

Ahmed Al-Gizawy, a lawyer, went to Saudi Arabia and received a 1-year sentence and
20 lashes for insulting the Saudi Royal Family. The sentence will be carried out on Friday.

#FreeGizawy
There is a children art gallery called “We Were in Tahrir Square.” Street children are
telling their stories in Tahrir Square. It is a sweet and bitter mixture. Come and see it!

@Arabist

“New on Arabist: Beyond Syria's "truce" and interventionismhttp:/ /arb.st/JluwUc”
“Presidential hopeful Shafiq faces multiple graft charges -
Ahram:http:/ /bit.ly /JqtksP Quite a list.”
“New on Arabist: Being a woman IT professional in Saudi Arabiahttp://arb.st/Jqnyay”
“When I want ignorant commentary on the Arab world, I turn to Noah
Feldman: http:/ /www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-04-22 / egypt-s-shameful-election-bans-
may-save-its-democracy.html”
“For business reasons" MT @JanoCharbel: Egyptian company terminates gas deal with
Israel http:/ /wapo.st/12rhw8”
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https://www.survs.com/survey/RX0QLZ0ODC
http://t.co/8Ni5lZfY
http://t.co/tXSNqUXI
http://t.co/FMdw9W2d
http://t.co/SZp2qnJG
http://t.co/SZp2qnJG
https://twitter.com/#!/JanoCharbel
http://t.co/duiJgglk

@lyad_El-Baghdadi

“The best thing about possible presidential debates in #Egypt is that it will set a model
to follow in other Arab countries. #Monazarat”

“And finally, at the very least, presidential debates in #Egypt will give our stand up
comedians some new material! #Monazarat”

“#Egypt cannot hire someone for its top position without a grilling interview. We need
presidential debates. #Monazarat”

“Some people look smart until they start talking. Let's see who's who. We
need #Egypt presidential debates. #Monazarat”

“Which TV or media personality would be the right person to host &
moderate #Egypt presidential debates? #Monazarat”

@Gsquare86

“@ElZabaleen Earth Day Performance 2012 “

“According to @Moorgaan_ who lives in #Tanta , the fire station is close by the fire and
they let it spread ..hmmmm”

“For some reason it is hard to believe that a fight with molotov started that fire #Tanta ..i
hope no more people die :(“

“Support Pharos University students RT @3assiii:
http:/ /on.fb.me/IxBDQK #Egystudents”

“No more gas to Israel :)”

@WaelAbbas

Mortada Mansour defeats the Ministry of Interior! Security forces have left the area
surrounding his house and the Minister of Interior is no longer a man and should resign
immediately!!! http:/ /www.almogaz.com/crime/news/2012/04/22 /255292

To hell with your royal highness! Saudi tweeps, what are you defending exactly? The
lashing of a pilgrim who wanted to visit the House of God? This did not happen since the
Crusades!!
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» Publication overview

0,

% Al-Ahram: Egyptian state-run official daily newspaper

Founded in 1875, is the most widely circulating Egyptian daily newspaper, and the
second oldest after al-Waqa'i"al-Masriya (English: The Egyptian Events, founded 1828).
[t is majority owned by the Egyptian government.

% Al-Akhbar: Egyptian state-owned semi-official daily newspaper

It was founded in May 1952 as a part of Akhbar El Yom.

% Al-Gombhoria: Egyptian state-owned daily newspaper

An influential state-owned Egyptian Arabic language daily newspaper. It was
established in 1954.

% Al-Shorouk: Egyptian daily independent newspaper

Is a prominent Arabic newspaper published in Egypt [l and several other Arabic
nations It is a daily independent newspaper, covering mainly politics, militant affairs
and sport.

/7

% Al-Masry al-Yom: Independent daily newspaper

On 7 June 2004, it published its first edition. The paper initially circulated primarily
amongst Cairo’s intellectual elite, providing objective news coverage in the belief that
good news would beat sensationalist reporting found in other Egyptian print media.
After 3 years, it was challenging Al-Ahram for the status of being the national paper of
record. Though

/7

% Tahrir: Daily independent newspaper

o

% Dostor: Daily independent newspaper

*

% Yom 7: Daily independent newspaper
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