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SCAF: We Are Not Struggling with Any Political Power
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The Supreme Council of the Armed Forces (SCAF) said it did not and will not take sides
with any power in the current political struggle in Egypt.

Reports have been piling up about some sort of struggle between SCAF, in its capacity
as the political ruler of the country, and the Muslim Brotherhood (MB) group, the admin of
SCAF's Facebook page wrote in a message posted on the social networking website Thursday.

The MB is supposed to be a religious group, while the Freedom and Justice Party its
political wing, the admin wrote.

"We are wondering whether the group has an armed wing after many internet pages
were created, calling for armed Jihad against SCAF, while clearly stating their affiliation with
the MB and the Islamist trend," he added.

In order for this message not be understood as an attack on the MB or any religious
group, SCAF reiterates its full commitment to the road map to hand over power to a civilian
authority by June 30, 2012.

Similar news was reported in Al-Gomhoria (page 3).
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Al-Nour Party Refuses the Withdrawal of Confidence from the Government
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Salafist al-Nour Party refused withdrawing the confidence from Kamal al-Ganzouri’s
government. Al-Nour Party’s rejection was under the pretext of preserving stability as a
compelling need in Egypt at the moment, especially before the presidential elections.

Al-Nour Party called for cooperation between the Parliament and all the political parties
in Egypt to resolve the problems.
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Abu Baraka’s Attempt to Resolve the Crisis
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Dr. Ahmad Abu Baraka, a leader in the Muslim Brotherhood’s Freedom and Justice
Party uncovered a three-step plan to resolve the Constituent Assembly crisis.

He said the plan indicated talks with the political parties to appoint representatives in
the constituency and provide back-up lists to replace the withdrawing members.

Abu Baraka played down the withdrawals, considering them illegal. He stated that the
assembly was only to draft the constitution that will be finally approved through a public
referendum.
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The Coptic Orthodox Community Council Calls for the Reformation of the
Constituent Assembly
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The Coptic Orthodox Community Council called for reforming the Constituent
Assembly to achieve a fair representation for the different sectors of the Egyptian society.

In a communiqué issued on Thursday, the Community Council described the
representation in the current assembly to be “shocking” and does not represent the cultural
structure of Egypt that is based on pluralism and variety within the nation.

The communiqué also hoped that the new constitution will grant equality of all
Egyptians regardless of their ethnic, gender or religious belongings.

Meanwhile a number of Coptic organizations rejected in a press conference the current
assembly.

Nagib Jibrasil , head of the Egyptian Union for Human Rights Organization that hosted
the conference accused the current assembly of trivializing the different sectors of the Egyptian
society.




Pages: 4
Author: Amani Majid

FJP Determined on Overthrowing the Ganzouri Government
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The Parliamentary body of the Muslim Brotherhood’s Freedom and Justice PArtys
launched a barrage of criticism against Ganzouri government and promised to overthrow it
within two weeks if the government did not resign.

The Parliamentary Body of the FJP criticized the Ganzouri government’s declaration and
announced all the Parliamentary committees” rejection to the government communiqué to the
Parliament.
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The Revolution Union Denies Calls for Mass Demonstrations
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The Youth Revolution Alliance denied news about its alleged calls for a mass
demonstration on Friday. The alliance announced that the rumors in this response were meant
to drag the revolutionary players to take part in the confrontation between SCAF and the
Muslim Brotherhood.

The alliance also announced that all the activities that was announced during the “Save
Egypt Month’ that’s started last Saturday was in collaboration with all the revolutionary
political players in an attempt to achieve unity and discard conflicts and division.
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Al-Wafd Calls for Respecting the Public Will
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Al-Wafd Party called all national players to take part in the Democratic Alliance for
Egypt to achieve consensus about objective standards to choose the members of the Constituent
Assembly that will be assigned to draft the constitution.

Al-Wafd Party called on all the political powers to be committed to the democratic
change in Egypt that had been adopted in the Democratic Alliance for Egypt’s Document.

Similar news was reported in al-Akhbar, p. 6
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Abul-Fotouh Files Presidential Candidacy Papers
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Presidential hopeful Abdel-Moneim Abul-Fotouh officially submitted his candidacy
papers to the Higher Presidential Election Commission (HPEC) on Thursday.

Abul-Fotouh headed today for the commission's HQ, where he was welcomed by his

supporters.

The Egyptian aspirant said he amassed proxy votes of more than 40,000 persons from all

governorates.

Egypt's next president will be a servant to all Egyptians and a civil servant to the

Egyptian people, he said.

Similar news was reported in Al-Dostour (page 3)

10




Page: 7
Author: Mohamed Hegab and Aber el-Morsi

Ayman Nour Runs for Presidency
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Leader of Ghad El-Thawra Party Ayman Nour announced that he would officially
submit his presidential candidacy papers to the Higher Presidential Elections Commission
(HPEC) on Friday.

At a press conference on Thursday, Nour said his party decided that he will run for
president following a decision issued Wednesday by head of the Supreme Council of the
Armed Forces Field Marshal Hussein Tantawi to restore Nour's political rights.

Nour spent four years in jail after being convicted in an electoral fraud, following his
campaign in the 2005 presidential elections.

In 2011, he contested the conviction, arguing that he had been wrongly convicted, but

was not successful.

Egyptian law bans candidates with a criminal record from running for presidency.

Similar news was reported in Al-Dostour (page 3).
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Abu al-Futouh with the Protesting ALTRAS
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Presidential Candidate Abd al-Munim Abu al-Futouh visited the ALTRAS (hardcore
fans of the Ahly team) who staging a sit-in in front of the people’s Assembly headquarters. The
sit-in calls for punishing the killers of the ALTRAS in Port Said.

Abu al-Futouh called on the protesters to preserve the peacefulness of their protests and
not to permit anybody to interfere and create troubles.

He also headed the prayers with the protesters.
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A Dangerous Turn between SCAF and the Muslim Brotherhood
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The author referred to a “dangerous” turn in the relationships between SCAF and the
Muslim Brotherhood. The Admin of SCAF’s webpage accused the Muslim Brotherhood of
backing a number of websites that call for armed “jihad “against SCAF.

The admin of SCAF’s page reiterated SCAF’s commitment to transparency and
authenticity in leading the translational period and asserted that people’s will would rule in
drafting the constitution.

Conversely, Abd al-Munim Abd al-Magsoud, the Muslim Brotherhood’s lawyer said
SCAF’s page admin was deterioration to the pre-revolution era

The Muslim Brotherhood criticized SCAF for its alleged will to interfere in drafting the
constitution and imposing its conditions on the government, calling for granting more
privileges to the Parliament in issues related to the government choice.

Similar news was reported in al-Yom al-Sabei, p.3
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Tantawi Calls on Parties to Partake in Drafting Constitution
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Head of the Supreme Council of the Armed Forces (SCAF) Field Marshal Hussein
Tantawi said all political parties have to work sincerely to craft the nation's constitution in order
to represent the will of all segments of the Egyptian society.

The remark was made during a meeting Thursday with leaders of 19 political parties
and two parliamentarians aiming at resuming discussions on the composition of the
constitution-drafting Constituent Assembly.

The political leaders said that the constitution should not be dominated by one political
power. They called for using the documents of Al-Azhar and the Democratic Alliance as terms

of reference for the new constitution's articles.

The meeting was held at the Defense Ministry premises in the presence of Chief of Staff
of the Armed Forces Lieutenant General Sami Anan along with other SCAF members.
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Protests against Islamist Dominance of Constitution on April 6
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A number of revolutionary and youth movements called for holding million-people
protests in Friday, April 6, in Cairo’s Tahrir Square against the dominance of Islamists on the

constitution-drafting Constituent Assembly.

The calls were made in a statement signed by 10 movements, including the “Emsek
Feloul” and “Free Front for Peaceful Change.” The planned protests were initiated by MPs who
withdrew from the Constituent Assembly, including Mohamed Abu-Hamed, Mohamed
Shabana and Hamdi el-Fakhrani.

In the statement, they said “we fully reject the Constituent Assembly as formed by the
People’s Assembly because it was not acceptable to leave on political group draft the

constitution solely.”
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Complaint against Abu-Ismail accusing him of Buying Votes
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A lawyer filed a lawsuit against presidential candidate Hazem Salah Abu-Ismail for
expending huge amounts of money on his presidential campaign and offering cash to buy the
citizens’ proxies.

According to the lawyer, Abu-Ismail’s campaigners have been paying EGP 300 for each
proxy and hanging a large number of his campaign posters in the streets nationwide.
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The Constitution Setback
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16 organizations and 79 public personalities blamed the current crisis of the Constituent

Assembly on SCAF.

A meeting was held by the different political players in Egypt. A communiqué was

declared in the name of “a letter to the nation.”

The called on SCAF to implement amendments on the Constitutional Declaration of
March, 2011 so that it grant a just and fair representation in eth Constituent Assembly.
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The Nuba and the Perils of Internationalization
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Nubians and Nubian organizations criticized the ongoing trivialization of Nubians in
the Egyptian political life.

Official Nubian organizations and entities are to boycott the coming constitution. They
will not admit it as the official constitution of Egypt because of the “exclusion” of Nubians.
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SCAF Resolves Constituent Assembly Crisis with 3 Non-Binding Proposals
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The majority of parties and political and parliamentary figures that took part in a
meeting called for by head of the Supreme Council of the Armed Forces (SCAF) Field Marshal
Hussein Tantawi have agreed on three points to reach a solution to the Constituent Assembly's
crisis.

The three items were approved by 14 parties and two parliamentarians, while they were
opposed by five parties from those participated in the meeting.

The first point includes finding ways to represent all the political parties and powers,
civil society and public figures in an effective way in order to achieve a balance in forming the
constitution-drafting body.

The second point underlines the general principles approved by political parties and
powers to draft Egypt's new constitution on condition that the documents of Al-Azhar and the
Democratic Alliance be used as terms of reference for the new constitution's articles.

The third point called for forming committees entrusted to help the Constituent
Assembly and provide all necessary expertise in drafting the constitution.

Similar news was reported in Al-Ahram (page 4).
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Ex-Minister Gets 8 Years in Prison
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The Cairo Criminal Court sentenced ex-housing minister Mohammed Ibrahim Suleiman

to eight years of rigorous imprisonment in two separate cases for profiteering by selling state-

owned lands and squandering public funds.

The ex-minister got five years in one case and three years in the other one.

Also, runaway businessman Magdy Rasekh, who is the father-in-law of Alaa Mubarak,

the eldest son of the former president, was sentenced to five years of rigorous imprisonment.

Under the court's ruling, the two convicts will pay back EGP 970 million to the state

treasury.

Similar news was reported in Al-Ahram (page 1) and Al-Dostour (page 3)
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Hamas Asks Egypt to Defer Imminent Israeli Offensive
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There is no alternative to Egypt's role in offering political and moral support for the
Palestinian cause, said Hamas Prime Minister Ismail Haniyeh.

Due to the importance of the Egyptian role, all crucial files were left to the Egyptian
leadership, including the Palestinian reconciliation and prisoner-exchange ones, Haniyeh said
during a meeting with a visiting Egyptian parliamentary delegation Thursday.

The Palestinians are resolved to obtain their full rights, especially the right to
repatriation, he said.

The Hamas government is willing to cooperate with Egyptian authorities on the security
of Gaza and Egypt so that no chance is given to Israel to commit security violations in Sinai, he
said.

The Egyptian delegation arrived in Gaza on Wednesday. It is led by Chairman of the
Arab Affairs Committee of the People's Assembly Mohamed el-Saeed Edriss.
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Azhar Withdraws from Constituent Assembly
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Al-Azhar has announced it would not take part in the Constituent Assembly; the body
assigned with drafting the nation's post-revolution constitution.

Al-Azhar has reservations over the inappropriate representation it got in the
constitution-drafting body, which marginalizes Al-Azhar's role in writing the constitution, a
statement issued by Al-Azhar's Islamic Research Academy on Thursday said.
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Abu-Ismail Denies His Mother Was American

Presidential hopeful Hazem Salah Abu-Ismail has denied rumors that he is ineligible to
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run as a candidate because his mother holds the US citizenship.

Such claims are basless, Abu-Ismail told a public rally in Mansour city.

"My mother is Nawal Abdel-Aziz, an Azhar professor, and those who are circulating

these rumors must provide evidence about their claims," he said.

According to Egyptian law, presidential candidates must be solely Egyptian with both

parents holding only the Egyptian citizenship.

Similar news was reported in Al-Do

stour (page 3).
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Islamic Preachers Prohibited in France
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The French Ministries of Interior and Foreign Affairs decided to prevent four Islamic
preachers from accessing the French territories to participate in a conference held by an Islamic
organization.

The four preachers are Akramah Sabri, Iyad Bin Abd Allah al-Qarni, Safwat Hijazi and
Abd Allah Basfar.

Yusuf al-Qaradawi and Mahmoud al-Masri did not go to the conference after president
Sarkozy had expressed that they were not welcomed in France.

Islamic organizations in France expressed their discontentment.
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15 Eligible Voters in the Presidential Elections
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Judge Muhammad al-Shinnawi, head of the Elections Chamber at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs said 51 eligible voters had been registered until March 25.

Meanwhile, 450 thousand eligible expatriate voters have been registered.

25




TV Coverage (29/03/2012)
<
Channel: Al-Hayah TV

Program: al-Hayah al-Yom
Broadcaster: Sharif Amer

The Azhar withdraws from the Constituent Assembly.

The Coptic Orthodox Church considers withdrawing its representatives from the
Constituent Assembly.

The Azhar’s decision to withdraw from the Constituent Assembly suits the current times,
said Abd al-Muti Bayyoumi, member of the Research Islamic Assembly.

The Revolution Youth Union postpones the mass demnstrationto protest the constitution
and reiterates its commitment to neutralism in the SCAF-Muslim Brotherhood conflict.

Speaker of the People’s Assembly devotes 10 sessions to discuss the government’s
communiqué. The Prime Minister will be called in the last session to respond to the Assembly’s
talks.

The Freedom and Justice Party promises to overthrow the Gamzouri’s government in two
weeks in case it did not resigned or wasn’t dismissed.

The admin of SCAF’s webpage alludes to some military fraction of the Muslim
Brotherhood after noticing WebPages that call for armed Jihad.

The Muslim Brotherhood: There is a SCAF’s plan to abort the revolution and bring the
former regime back in a news look and with new people.

<
Channel: Al-Hayah 2

Program: Muntah al-Sarahah
Broadcaster: Mustafa Bakri

Head of the Fredom and Justice Party: we wish to have a Parliamentary regime.

The constitution should be agreed on by all political players, said head of al-Wafd Party.
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Admin of SCAF WebPage issues a strong-worded statement about the conflict between
SCAF some parties.

The attendees of the meeting between Field Marshal Tantawi and the different political
parties considered the Azhar and the Democratic Alliance documents to be a reference for the

constitution.

Ay nigin

Channel: CH1
Program: News in 24 hours
Time: 23:00:00

Field Marchal Tantawi meets heads of political parties and political powers for the
second time ands a meeting is achieved to increase the number of constitution experts in the
Constituent Assembly.

Program: News in 24 hours
Time: 25:00:00

Abd abd al-Munim Abu al-Futouh is an official presidential candidate with 45 thousand
approvals.

Program: News
Time: 27:00:00

The People’s Assembly starts the procedures of withdrawing the confidence
from the Ganzouri’s government, asserting that it did not succeed in solving any
political problem.
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LINKS
http:/ /home.ipsos2012.operaunite.com/file sharing/content/ AL %20HAYAH %202-20120329-220024-
225032.rar

http:/ /home.ipsos2012.operaunite.com/file sharing/content/CH1-20120329-090725-092448.rar

http:/ /home.ipso0s2012.operaunite.com/file sharing/content/CH1-20120329-250002-254042.rar

http:/ /home.ipso0s2012.operaunite.com/file sharing/content/CH1-20120329-270012-270627.rar

http:/ /home.ipso0s2012.operaunite.com/file sharing/content/CH2-20120329-260030-261541.rar

http:/ /home.ipso0s2012.operaunite.com/file sharing/content/EL%20HAYAH %20TV-20120329-195546-
203946.rar
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http://home.ipsos2012.operaunite.com/file_sharing/content/AL%20HAYAH%202-20120329-220024-225032.rar
http://home.ipsos2012.operaunite.com/file_sharing/content/AL%20HAYAH%202-20120329-220024-225032.rar
http://home.ipsos2012.operaunite.com/file_sharing/content/CH1-20120329-090725-092448.rar
http://home.ipsos2012.operaunite.com/file_sharing/content/CH1-20120329-250002-254042.rar
http://home.ipsos2012.operaunite.com/file_sharing/content/CH1-20120329-270012-270627.rar
http://home.ipsos2012.operaunite.com/file_sharing/content/CH2-20120329-260030-261541.rar
http://home.ipsos2012.operaunite.com/file_sharing/content/EL%20HAYAH%20TV-20120329-195546-203946.rar
http://home.ipsos2012.operaunite.com/file_sharing/content/EL%20HAYAH%20TV-20120329-195546-203946.rar

Radio Coverage (29/03/2012)

< s 0
k<

News
Channel: Radio Masr

The Azhar withdraws from the Constituent

Assembly12 new potential presidential candidates.

High Presidential Elections Commission recieves 672 potential presidential
candidates. (News, Radio Masr, 23:00)

Channel: Al-Sharq Al-Awsat
Time: 23:00:00
Field Marshal Tantawi meets heads and representatives of political parties and

players to agree on increasing the representation of constitutional experts in the
Constituent Assembly. 23:00:00
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LINKS

http:/ /home.ipsos2012.operaunite.com/file_sharing/content/ AL %20BERNAME] %20ALA AM-
20120329-170204-170342.rar

http:/ /home.ipsos2012.operaunite.com/file_sharing/content/ AL %20SHARQ%20AL %20AWSAT-
20120329-230130-230222.rar

http:/ /home.ipsos2012.operaunite.com/file_sharing/content/ RADIO %20MASR-20120329-170249-
170312.rar

http:/ /home.ipsos2012.operaunite.com/file_sharing/content/ RADIO %20MASR-20120329-230152-
230425.rar

30



http://home.ipsos2012.operaunite.com/file_sharing/content/AL%20BERNAMEJ%20ALAAM-20120329-170204-170342.rar
http://home.ipsos2012.operaunite.com/file_sharing/content/AL%20BERNAMEJ%20ALAAM-20120329-170204-170342.rar
http://home.ipsos2012.operaunite.com/file_sharing/content/AL%20SHARQ%20AL%20AWSAT-20120329-230130-230222.rar
http://home.ipsos2012.operaunite.com/file_sharing/content/AL%20SHARQ%20AL%20AWSAT-20120329-230130-230222.rar
http://home.ipsos2012.operaunite.com/file_sharing/content/RADIO%20MASR-20120329-170249-170312.rar
http://home.ipsos2012.operaunite.com/file_sharing/content/RADIO%20MASR-20120329-170249-170312.rar
http://home.ipsos2012.operaunite.com/file_sharing/content/RADIO%20MASR-20120329-230152-230425.rar
http://home.ipsos2012.operaunite.com/file_sharing/content/RADIO%20MASR-20120329-230152-230425.rar

Internet Coverage (30/03/2012)

facebook
Facebook

We are all Khaled Saeed

Today, March 30, is the anniversary of the “Land Day.” It marks the day when the
Zionist entity usurped thousands of Palestinian lands in 1976 and joined them to Israel.
https:/ /fbcdn-sphotos-a.akamaihd.net/hphotos-ak-
ash3/549768 375001399216397_104224996294040_885726_910817723 n.jpg

The revolution continues until we see Egypt free.

@The Muslim Brotherhood:

Freedom and Justice Party Delegation on China Official Visit

A Freedom and Justice Party (FJP) delegation has set off on an official visit to China, at
the invitation of the Communist Party of China, within the framework of exploring cooperation
between the two countries. Further, the FJP delegation is keen to study some economic projects,
as well as the idea of new industrial cities in China, hoping to transfer to Egypt Chinese
experience in the establishment of small and medium enterprises. It will also visit China's
foreign relations departments.

The delegation includes Dr. Ahmed Diab, Deputy of the Committee on Education and
Scientific Research at the People’s Assembly; Khalid Al-Azhari, Deputy of the Manpower
Committee of the assembly; Dr. Mohamed Gouda, the renowned economist and member of the
FJP’s Economic Affairs Committee; Waleed Al-Haddad, member of the FJP’s Foreign Relations
Committee; and Dr. Yasser Ali, member of the FJP Media Committee.

The visit is to last five days, during which the FJP delegation will also meet some Chinese

officials. The Egyptian Embassy in China is to host a dinner party in honor of the FJP’s
delegation.
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https://fbcdn-sphotos-a.akamaihd.net/hphotos-ak-ash3/549768_375001399216397_104224996294040_885726_910817723_n.jpg
https://fbcdn-sphotos-a.akamaihd.net/hphotos-ak-ash3/549768_375001399216397_104224996294040_885726_910817723_n.jpg

~"Z"Rantings of a Sandmonkey:
For the light to come back

There is something gloomy now about the nights of Cairo, which you notice it while
driving at night. It’s as if the City has suddenly become less bright at night, and it doesn’t shine
the way it used to. I used to think I am imagining it, and then tonight I've finally figured it out:

Not only does it seem as if the light bulbs that they are using now to light The 6th October
Bridge at night are dimmer, there are dozens of light poles that are simply off, and have been
for a while now, with no one fixing them. Their absence makes the night full of dread, as if with
the rising crime and the continued lack of safety of our streets are not reasons enough.

Those light poles and their conditions are perfect metaphor to what’s happening in the
country right now: The situation is, slowly but surely, deteriorating, and nobody is doing
anything to fix that. The Arab spring has turned into nuclear bloody winter, and the lights are
slowly fading.

If we ignore the current political situation for a second, we might be able to focus on
what’s really happening in the country, and maybe, just maybe, figure out the ways to which
we can ensure that the current dark phase is a temporary one, and provide solutions to the real
concerns of the people that are both well-thought out and researched.

We don’t do that, and instead we offer platitudes and theoretical solutions that don’t
adhere to practical reality or our goals. We started a revolution to prevent corruption, and now
the government officials, at least on the municipalities” level, are being more corrupt than ever
and being blatant about it, and nobody is doing anything or offering any real solution to
actually stop that from happening. The same is happening in regards to our cattle, and to our
economy, and nobody has a clue on how to fix this, or has a real full understanding of the
problem and why it exists in the first place.

Without that, we are doomed to stay stuck with our problems and to watching they
continue to exasperate and grow to something of ghoulish proportions, without the ability to fix
the problem on the long term. And nowhere, and I mean nowhere, is that more evident in our
problems with security and law enforcement, or the fact that it still doesn’t seem to exist on our
streets in any meaningful capacity. There are reasons for that that we must understand, or we
are stuck in this limbo of a broken country, with no hope of ever getting out.
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There is no doubt that our Police force leaves much to be desired, or that it’s filled with
people who may not have criminal minds or intentions, but definitely have criminal attitudes.

However, this is not an article that aims to attack them and continue to call them all the
names and adjectives that we have so grown to use regarding them, neither does it aims to
apologize for their actions, or excuse them. This article aims to understand the root of the
problem of police reform, and why they continue to act like criminals are worst, or criminally
negligent at best. It's easy to take the position of many revolutionaries and write off the force as
99% criminals and butchers, but it doesn’t help solve anything, nor will any of the plans that
aim to “clean the police” that keep popping up.

The Problem, in a nutshell, and away from any criminal or corrupt activity they engage in,
is simply this:

Our Police is comprised of severely limited (many of which are violent) human beings that
are facing an extremely hostile environment without proper training or resources, at a shit
salary and shitty hours, to protect a public that daily demands their presence on the street, but
refuses to obey the law or respect their authority. But if we take a bird eye view, we will find
that things are slightly more complex than that. Here is some food for thought to consider in
this debate:

Like many government institutions (the army, the judiciary, the media), our police
suffers from a severe case of nepotism, with families that all work in that sector. The Son
gets into the MOI due to some strings done by his father who is also in the MOI, and pre
revolution it was the parents and their friends protecting the sons if they got into
trouble. After the revolution, it is the sons, the law-ranking street officers who are
refusing any punishment against their parents (and parents’ friends) generation. For the
lack of a better word, our police force is a clan.

Throughout their 4 year study in the Police academy, they are not trained in any
way, shape or form to apply the law or deal with the public, or even to do proper police
work. They don’t get trained on crime scene investigation, proper interrogation
techniques, or respecting the same law & process they are supposed to protect. They
have something called “The scene of the crime” theater, where they are supposed to
learn how investigate a crime scene. That thing is never opened or used unless we have
foreign visitors. Otherwise, it is closed and never used.

As much as there is talk about how much funding the MOI receives in the
Budget, the reality is that they are severely under-funded and under-resourced. Take
Maadi for example, where they have one police officer and three soldiers to protect all of
the Maadi banks, and with an old blue pick-up truck (elbox) to chase out potential
robbers who usually are driving stolen new 4x4 cars, or guys on motorcycles (They also
have one police officer in charge of protecting all the gas stations in Maadi as well).
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Or in Heliopolis, where during my run for parliament my friend Ramy’s bag
was stolen from his car, at 10 pm at night, on the very busy street of Marghany, on a
Friday night, and the car was parked in front of the presidential palace. Our trip to the
Police station was depressing, because they were helpless, and still reeling from the fact
that the police checkpoint in Roxy was just robbed two days ago of its computers.

We awaited the patrol sergeants in the area to arrive, which they did 20 minutes
later in a taxi, because they don’t have cars or motorbikes, and are supposed to “secure”
three kilometers radius area at night on foot, which is safe to say is not the most efficient
way to do this.

They complained to us incessantly on how helpless they are, and how they have
orders of “selective law enforcement”: i.e. if they found someone smoking up in the
street for example, and they have a Heliopolis address (thus rich and upper-middle
class) they were clearly instructed to let them go, all the while are encouraged to apply
the law fully if the person had a “Ain Shams” address for example, which is the
neighboring lower-middle class neighborhood. Why? Because their commanding
officers don’t want headaches (upper-middle class people have connections & media
access that could cause them trouble as opposed to their middle and lower-middle
counterparts) or the people from the neighborhood to dislike them further, thus sending
to their lower-ranks the same message they had before the revolution: the law is
meaningless when it comes to the affluent, thus ensuring the perpetuation of the lack of
respect to any law, because If the country’s most educated won’t respect the law, even
on the level of putting seatbelts on, or talking on the phone while driving, or hell, having
your license on you while driving, then who will?

The question then arises: well, if the resources are the same, and the attitude
was the same, how was Cairo so secure before the revolution? Well, the answer was
simple: FEAR. They harnessed and perpetuated the fear from the Police, and the fear
from being taken into Police custody, who will abuse, mistreat, torture and sometimes
even kill you, to ensure that the citizens complied with “the law” and that the streets
were “secure”, which they did through the mistreatment of the citizens or the
distribution of what is now known as “Police torture videos”, which were aimed at
lower classes to put the fear of God into them. This method lead them on the very
dangerous path of viewing themselves as also above the law and able to literally get
away with murder, especially with the culture of zero-accountability that marked the
Habib El-Adly reign.

They also had a very good idea of who the “repeat offenders” in the area were, so
if a crime happened, they would simply round them up and torture them until someone
confessed, fully understanding that if he was truly guilty, then justice was done, and if
not, the population would feel safe again since “the criminals were caught”, and that the
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true perpetrator would be unlikely to repeat the crime in that same area because they
know someone else took the fall for them, and they wouldn’t want to attract that kind of
attention in their direction again. This is no longer the case, with the torching of Police
stations, and break-outs in the country’s jails, which makes them completely unable to
gauge how many “repeat-offenders” exist in the area they operate in anymore, and the
rise of human-rights organizations and advocates, who became focused on defending
the “suspects” and “repeat-offenders” rights from Police abuse, and supplying them
with the lawyers that would defend them, and god knows our Police was never even
trained on the right legal procedures to arrest or interrogate anyone, thus ensuring their
release and the placement of the Police officer under internal investigation. So, in return,
the police realize that it’s far easier to not bother with the rounding up of those suspects
in the first place, especially with how well-armed the lower-class neighborhoods” are at
the moment, and the general lack of sympathy when a police officer dies on duty or get
injured if they do try to stop a crime, and decided to let it all go to hell.

This, of course, doesn’t go well with the few good apples that exist in our Police
Force, and they do exist, who would like to ensure that the respect of the police and the
security of the streets return once again, because, like the rest of us, they reside in them.
So a few in Heliopolis suggested that the MOI supply them with small wireless lipstick
cameras that they can wear as part of their uniforms, recording their interactions with
the general public, and acting as evidence and an arbiter in deciding if they broke the
law or rules of conduct with the citizens and vice versa, and have it all logged in hard-
drives in their patrol cars.

That idea was of course rejected by the older generation in management, no
reason given. Another police officer came up with a plan to actually secure an entire
neighborhood with the low cost of 15,000 pounds (2.5 thousand dollars), and that idea
was also rejected by the older generation, no reasons were given.

One can guess the reasons to be anything from 1) their reluctance to change their
ways to 2) lack of resources, to 3) fear of “trouble” if those cameras recorded evidence
that one of the more connected citizens broke the law, or one of their officers in the
lower-class neighborhoods did the same thing, thus stopping their ability to interfere or
“resolve the situation”. Thus again sending them the same message from their offices of
Power: Don’t bother; which is easy for them to do since they are not the ones on the
front-lines of anything and don’t want any accountability for anything.

This general culture of lack of accountability or desire for improvement by the
older ranks naturally leaves the lower-ranks officers quite resentful of them and of their
orders to “bring back security” to the streets, and also making them believe that they are
expendable, since they are asked to go and stop criminals that have better guns and
better cars equipment than they do, and without the leaders that don’t care for them or
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the public that neither fears or respect them, so they simply don’t obey any order given
to them that would place their lives at risk.

Take for example of the events of Mansour Mohamed, where the MOI insisted
that they didn’t give any of the officers any live ammo or birdshot ammo, but rather
blanks, and contrast that with the thousands of injured with birdshots all over their
bodies. We naturally assume that the MOl is lying, but that’s actually not the case.

The MOI really did not give the officers any live ammo of any kind; the low-
ranking officers, Lieutenants and captains, are the ones buying it themselves, with half
of their salaries, mostly from their officer friends in the army, and if they don’t have any,
they go to Gun-shops and buy it there.

Why? Because they believe, totally and utterly, that the revolutionaries want
them dead, and that if any of them gets caught by the protesters, they might not make it
our alive by firing blanks at them, so they take the blanks from the Ministry, toss them,
use the live ammo and go out guns-blazing and shooting any of them that’s close
enough to be in range, to get them to either flee or be “neutralized”, knowing full well
that they will get away with it because legally there is no evidence, and that the rule of
zero-accountability still exists in the MOI, and emboldened by the fact that any Minister
that takes over can simply be removed by 1) mounting public anger to anything bad that
any of them anywhere in the country can do or 2) Cabinet changes that keep taking
place so often that I bet that half of the readers of this post wouldn’t be able to say who
the current MOI Minister is without looking it up.

After 15 years of having the same minister, the MOI has changed ministers 3 times
in the span of a year, and is expected to have a 4th one the moment the MB forms the
new government, so why bother with any of their directives orders or plans, if they can
just be replaced at any given moment?

And mind you, this is nothing. Just the tip of the ice-berg of the cluster-fuck that is our
current security situation, and it doesn’t even take into account all the Police officers who have,
over the years, become so corrupt that they are the ones running crime (drug rings, prostitution
rings, theft-rings) in their neighborhoods, nor does it take into account our fantastically criminal
state security apparatus and all the shit that they did and still do throughout their reign, and
that nobody, again, is doing anything real or substantive about it.

So, for a lack of a better word, we are currently in a cluster-fuck, and one that is unlikely
to change or improve in the coming couple of years because as any criminal-justice major will
tell you that worsening economic situation and the lack of strong and present law-enforcement
will lead to the rise of petty-crime.

You add to that the instances of newly forming organized crime structure that are
starting to show themselves, and the ever worsening situation of street-children and street-
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families, who are 1) increasing and 2) many of which are venturing into semi-organized crime
as well, and you start seeing the increasingly darker picture of our very near future. The
question then becomes: what should we do?

Well, many of the proposals and solutions presented, from “firing everyone who
broke the law”, to “we can train lawyers to become police officers in a year” are naive and
impractical. If we fired every police-officer who broke the law, we will fire them all, and if
we train lawyers to become police officers in a year there is no guarantee that 1) the lawyers
who will join won’t be equally corrupt to the ones in office now, or 2) that they will be any
more effective in enforcing the law, given the worsening crime situation and their lack of the
tools and street knowledge that the police force cultivates over the years that allows them to
do their jobs and 3) the problems highlighted above will continue to exist, because, well,
who will train and equip them except the current crop of MOI honchos who are equally ill-
trained and equipped? What can be done?

Well, I am no expert, nor am I nearly qualified to provide the solution, but I do understand
some things, so I will present them here also as my suggestions to slightly improve the
situation:

There is no such thing as fast police-reform. The Police in Belguim, an affluent
first world rich country, took them 10 years to reform their police force from
something that used to be considered a joke to something respectable. Their
conditions were nowhere near as bas ours was, and it took those 10 years, so we
shouldn’t expect anything faster.

Crime will happen in Egypt, like it happens anywhere else in the world.
Muggings, breaking and entry, even murder, are commonplace everywhere in the
world, even in the safest areas of the most affluent civilized countries. It sucks, but
it's normal. What we had before was abnormal and resulted in consequence to
everything that took place in the past year. The return to that will not solve any of
our crime problems, but rather exasperate them more.

Join the Police. The corrupt clan “Band of brothers” culture of the MOI
needs to be broken and this could only happen if ethically-minded Egyptians
applied to the Police academy and joined the force. We didn’t encourage young
revolutionaries to do that last year, even though we should’ve, because that
would’ve been the most logical way to produce a new crop of Police officers in the
near future that wouldn’t be corrupt and who would take their job and the law
seriously.

Another suggestion should’ve been ensuring that the two years of law that
the Police get as part of their education as police officers should actually be taken
outside the academy and in the regular universities of Cairo and Ain Shams, thus
breaking the fraternity feeling that the police recruits have and that makes them
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protect each other over applying the law, and making the newly graduated police
officer a part of a greater society, instead of the bubble they get placed in for four
years inside the Police academy.

There is absolutely no other choice but for the culture of proper Police
investigation to make a come-back to our Police force, which should be our demand
and concern. Training the officers and recruits on police investigations should be
our first priority, and getting them experts from abroad on this should be a national
demand until we cultivate our own.

Technology and IT will help: The use of cameras is not a bad idea at all,
and ensures 1) the existence of evidence of the charges presented against the
suspect, 2) the following of police procedures by the police, and 3) ensuring the
equal treatment of all, citizens and police, according to the law. The creation of a
strong national database is also a must that connects everyone’s ID number with the
criminal record or lack there-of, and giving the officers hand-held computers that
allows them access to such a network when they apprehend someone that they
believe to be suspicious due to his “appearance” to verify the need to take them to
the police station to investigate further. Currently, the only such computer is found
inside the police station, and thus created the need-or the excuse- to take the
suspected citizen back to the police station to “investigate”, which is where the
majority of the abuse historically happens. Having those computers or hand-held
devices will eliminate that problem or excuse immediately.

Put on your seat-belts. For real. Respect the law even if you don’t respect the
law-enforcer. Don’t complain about corruption when you are willing to use it to get
yourself or your loved-ones out of trouble. Don’t complain about traffic officers
when you continuously break all of the laws every time you drive. The Law
shouldn’t be respected because of fear of punishment, but for the desire of the
citizens to live in a civilized ordered society. You know that corny saying of “Be the
change you want to see”? Well, in our case it’s not that corny. If you won’t respect
the law and encourage others to do the same, don’t complain about the crime or the
police, because, guess what? You are part of the problem. Big time.

Offer your assistance to improve the situation, and it might get improved. I am
working on getting the police sergeants in Heliopolis Chinese motorbikes, so that
they can at least cover their 3km patrol areas on something other than foot, and thus
making them slightly more efficient in crime prevention or criminal apprehension.
Someone else I know is offering to 15 K necessary to implement the plan of that
police officer, with the condition that the same officer present an equal plan for a
poorer neighborhoods that he is also willing to fund. We are living in the same
country, might as well start behaving like we are a community.
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Those suggestions are not a silver bullet, nor will they solve the problems that we
have immediately, but they are a start, and we must start somewhere, and do it together, if we
want things to improve, instead of always wanting to throw the responsibility on someone else
and complaining that they don’t do their jobs. The deterioration that is taking place in all the
sectors might not be our fault, but it has to be our responsibility, if not for the love of our
country, then for our own self-interest. The nights might be becoming gloomier by the minute,
but if we don’t do something about it, well, the light might never come back.

Wael Abbas:

The Wael Abbas Daily is out! http:/ /paper.li/ waelabbas

Now the Muslim Brotherhood is raising slogans calling for the downfall of the military
rulers and reiterating that the revolution will continue??? https:/ /fbcdn-sphotos-
a.akamaihd.net/hphotos-ak-

ash3/550061 312448275498955_103622369714881 641367 1845210901 n.jpg

http://www.masrawy.com/images2008/posterl m tcm6-4905837.jpg

https://fbcdn-sphotos-a.akamaihd.net/hphotos-ak-
ash3/541169 329879063741817 158734870856238 965374 1067923 n.jpg

https://fbcdn-sphotos-a.akamaihd.net/hphotos-ak-
ash3/560446_10151452664070481 827370480 23757170 425703455 n.jpg

https://fbcdn-sphotos-a.akamaihd.net/hphotos-ak-
prnl/s720x720/531217 _104635906336880 100003714122957 20582 1868809124 n.jpg

Katatni’s drivers assault an employee at the airport.

http:/ /www.alwafd.org/ % D8% A3% D8 % AE%D8%A8%D8% A7 % D8%B1-
%D9%88%D8%AA%DI%82%D8% A7%D8%B1 %D %8A %D8%B1/13-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8% A7 %D8%B1%D8 %B9%20%D8 % A7%D9 %84 %D8%B3%D9
%8A %D8% A7%D8%B3%D9%8A /186484-
%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%82%D9 %88 %D8 % A7-
%D9%85%D9%88%D9%83%D8 % A8-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%83%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%AA %D %86 %D %89-
%D9%8A %D8%BI % D8 %AA%D8E%AF %D9 %88 9%D9 %86-%D8% B9 % D9 %84 % D9 %89-
%D9%85%D9%88 % D8 % B8%D9%81-
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Why did Hazem’s March headed to October Bridge?

What is the meaning behind this photo??? Egypt, the army and thugs are one hand????
https:/ /fbcdn-sphotos-a.akamaihd.net/hphotos-ak-
prnl/549879 418991931448197 100000121826600_ 92355487 148128403 n.jpg

Love in the time of Salafists. https:/ /fbcdn-sphotos-a.akamaihd.net/hphotos-ak-
snc7/485231 373793599320938 225796274120672 1175810 1678358952 n.ipg

Asmaa Mahfouz:

Our surrender to the democracy play starring SCAF and the Muslim Brotherhood is
the reason why the constitution and elections are poisoned.

Monasosh:

Please, everyone heading to the sit-in bring with you juice, fast snacks, like cookies,
sandwiches and bananas. #E3tsam_UAQ7

Tonight there is a “SCAF are Liars” presentation to be aired at the Ultras sit-in.
#E3tsam_UA07

Ivad elbaghdadi:

I dream of the day when people stop paying attention for what politicians say and just
look at what they do. #Egypt #ArabSpring

American right-wingers seem to have the impression that Arab Muslims are crazily in
love with Obama. Can't speak for others, but I'm not.

Following a soccer match on Twitter & TV at the same time makes me realize TV's time
lag. Sometimes "Goal!!!" appears on Twitter first.

Even though in my mind I cannot see a way out, in my heart all I feel is proud &
optimism for #Syria.

Five Myths about the #ArabSpring: http:/ /www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/five-
myths-about-the-arab-spring/2011/12/21/glQA32TVuP_story.html

Arabist:

Al-Akhbar: Musa al-Sadr Died in Libya in Early 2000s:
http:/ /mideasti.blogspot.com/2012/03/al-akhbar-musa-al-sadr-died-in-libya-
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http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/five-myths-about-the-arab-spring/2011/12/21/gIQA32TVuP_story.html
http://mideasti.blogspot.com/2012/03/al-akhbar-musa-al-sadr-died-in-libya-in.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+MeiEditorsBlog+%28MEI+Editor%27s+Blog%29

in.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed %3A+MeiEdito
rsBlog+%28MEI+Editor %27s+Blog %29

Islamists and Arab constitutions: Put faith in writing | The Economist:
http:/ /www.economist.com/node /21551543

Yusuf Al-Qaradawi and Political Opportunism | Al Akhbar English:
http:/ /bit.ly/H3Ad3P AbuKhalil says he's a "cleric for hire."

Gsquare86:
Stupidity is the counter-revolution. #Ultras #Sexism
The revolution is an art. http://twitpic.com/939utd
I mean the revolution is an art and garbage. http://twitpic.com/939v8a
Demolishing the wall started with a hammer. http://twitpic.com/93a1z3

We need ropes and hammers and gloves. Join us take down army wall.
http:/ / twitpic.com/93aooy

Down, down SCAF ruling. http:/ / twitpic.com/93ar9f

Two blocks down! Now on the 3rd. http:/ / twitpic.com/93az5q

3 down, continuing the rest. http:/ / twitpic.com/93b3iq

The police is panicking behind the wall filming us and talking on phones.

One side of wall all down! Now starting on the rest! Bring ropes and come.
http:/ / twitpic.com/93b5g4

Almost half wall down! http://twitpic.com/93bemu

Had a great day, seeing the wall come down block by block was so much fun, but can't feel
my legs.
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