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= Thematic Headlines

> Domestic Scene

US Congress Hearing Calls for Halting Aid to MB Government in Egypt
Calls for Ganzouri to Run for President

Al-Wasat Party Overwhelmed by Resignations

MB Youth Protest Against Nomination of Shater for President

US Religious Freedom Report Accuses Egypt of Intolerance

Terrorism in Suez Canal

Israel Embassy Evacuated

EU Freezes Former Regime Members Money

MPs Criticize the Government

Political Powers Reject Constituent Assembly Suggestions

Islamic Parties Exclude Pro-revolution Figures

Moussa Meets with Revolution Youth

Port Said Incidents Updates

El-Awa 10,000 Endorsements Short

Khaled Ali Refused Vice Presidency Offer

MB Protest against Expulsion Decision

El-Katatni Slams Government for No-Show

Holy Synod to Discuss Bylaws for Electing New Pope Today

Abd El-Moez Denies Reports over his Resignation

Wafd Rejects Call for Boycotting Joint Parliamentary Session

New Legal Attempts to Limit Parliament’s Control on Constitution
Court Decided to Shelve Investigation in Mubarak’s Arms Bribes
People’s Assembly Culture Committee Calls for National Council on Information
Parliament Criticizes Minister of Petroleum

Abu al-Futouh Criticizes Bribes in Presidential Campaigns

New York Times and the Pope’s Death

The Muslim Brotherhood under Public Pressure to Nominate a Presidential Candidate
The National Security Forces fails a Terrorist Plan against the Suez Canal
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The National Security Forces fails a Terrorist Plan against the Suez Canal
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The National Security succeeded in frustrating a terrorist plan that was meant to attack

foreign vessels in the canal.

A source from the Security Apparatus declared he could reveal the details of the plans
drawn by Suleiman Rizq Abd al-Raziq from Ismailiya. Abd al-Raziq was trying to promote his
plan, and he could convince another man to help him.

The attack was meant to target the national economy.
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Israel Transfers the Contents of it Embassy in Cairo
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Israeli authorities got the permission of the Egyptian authorities to use Israeli military
jets to transfer the constants of its embassy in Cairo.

Sources reported that 17 people used to work in the Israeli Embassy before the attempt
to break into it last summer. However 4 people only are working now in the Embassy,
including the ambassador.
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The Muslim Brotherhood under Public Pressure to Nominate a Presidential
Candidate
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The Muslim Brotherhood (MB) declared that it might reconsider their decisions and
stances towards the presidential nominations. The MB declared that its Shura Council had not
yet decided on the issue.

Dr. Mahmoud Hussein, secretary general of the Muslim Brotherhood said the current
situation necessitated reconsideration concerning the presidential candidates.

Hussein added that the incapacity of forming a new government that can meet people’s
aims resulted in a public pressure on the Muslim Brotherhood to reconsider their stances
towards the government and the presidential race. Pressure has also been applied by leaders in
the group.

He accused the government of creating crises in Egypt to tarnish the image of the
Muslim Brotherhood and show them in a negative light.
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Abu al-Futouh Criticizes Bribes in Presidential Campaigns
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Potential Presidential candidate Abd al-Munim Abu al-Futouh said some potential
candidates were spending tens of millions of Egyptian Pounds to bribe people to support them
as presidential candidates.

Abu al-Futouh called on the Egyptian society to fight all types of bribery and pulling
voters in the presidential race, starting by the nominations and endorsement forms and ending
with the presidential elections.

Abu al-Futouh declared that he was facing financial problems in his campaign. He said
an advertisement company asked him for 50 million Egyptian Pounds for an electoral
campaign.

Abu al-Futouh statements were during his electoral campaign in Upper Egyptian cities.

Abu al-Futouh also said it was unfair for Copts to terrorize them by the Sharia [the
Islamic law]. He added that’s the “enemies’ of Islam present the Islamic Sharia as a terrorizing
issue.
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New York Times and the Pope’s Death
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According to American New York Times, Pope Shenouda’s death increased Copts’ fears
of the unstable transitional period after the Islamists” domination in the parliament. Islamists
will comprise 50 % of the Constituent Assembly that will draft the constitution.

Copts grief for Pope Shenouda III's death mixes with their complaints of discrimination
and their fears from the increasing influence of Islamists that will leads to more trivialization of
Copts.
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MB Youth Protest Against Nomination of Shater for President
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As reports surfaced about the Muslim Brotherhood (MB)’s support of its deputy
supreme guide Khayrat el-Shater for president, youths in the group rejected the move.

The youths staged a protest outside the MB’s premises in the Cairo district of Mokatam
and called upon the group to commit to its pledges on not running a candidate in the
presidential elections.

Meanwhile, MB secretary general Mahmoud Hussein denied that the protesting youths
were members of the group.

Citing reasons for rejecting Shater, the youths said no consensus among political groups
was reached on this nominee, which gives former regime remnants or military-backed
candidates a better shot in winning the polls.
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US Congress Hearing Calls for Halting Aid to MB Government in Egypt
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The US House Committee on Foreign Affairs held a hearing on Wednesday to review
US foreign assistance and evaluate the priorities of the US Agency for International
Development (USAID) during the fiscal year of 2013.

The committee called for halting aid to Egypt with the possibility of having a
government dominated by the Muslim Brotherhood group in the country.

The hearing was chaired by Ileana Ros-Lehtinen.
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US Religious Freedom Report Accuses Egypt of Intolerance
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Egypt is among 16 countries accused of trampling on religious freedom, a US watchdog
group said.

A report released Tuesday by the US Commission on International Religious Freedom
said Egypt's transitional government has failed to protect religious minorities, especially Coptic
Christians, from violent attacks at a time when minority communities have been increasingly
vulnerable.

The report recommends US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton name Egypt along with
China, Turkey, Burma, Eritrea, Iraq, Nigeria, North Korea, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Sudan,
Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and Vietnam, as "countries of particular
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Al-Wasat Party Overwhelmed by Resignations
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Fifty-nine members of Al-Wasat Party have tendered their resignation in Damietta
governorate to protest what they described as the party’s renunciation of Islamic ideology and
adoption of a policy of elimination.

The move comes as the party holds its general conference on Friday at Al-Azhar
University to elect its leader and members of its executive office.
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Terrorism in Suez Canal
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National Security Forces foiled an attempt to bomb a foreign ship that was transiting
Suez Canal.

Two suspects in connection with the attempt were arrested.

Pages: 3
Author: Ali Al-Shazly

EU Freezes Former Regime Members Money
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A judicial committee discussed with the Swiss Ambassador in Cairo an EU decision to
extend a freeze on the money and assets of former regime members for another year.
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Israel Embassy Evacuated
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Israeli diplomatic sources demanded the Egyptian authorities to allow them to evacuate

the Israeli embassy premises.

The Israeli flag was also removed from the top of the embassy building.
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MPs Criticize the Government
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MPs criticized the government of Kamal Al-Ganzory as it could not resolve the

country’s current issues.
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Selim El-Awa, potential presidential candidate has so far collected 20,000 endorsement
forms. This means that he is 10,000 endorsements short of joining the candidates list.

Potential candidate, Bassem Khafagy, supported the intitiative that was started by the
Salafi call in Egypt, to support one Islamist candidate, forcing others to leave the race.

El-Awa 10,000 Endorsements Short
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Khaled Ali Refused Vice Presidency Offer
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Potential candidate Khaled Ali assured that he was offered to join the Constituent
Assembly or becoming the vice president for the next president, however, he refused.

He says that the presidential race is one of the most important issues that will affect the
daily life of all Egyptians in the coming few days.
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Moussa Meets Revolutionary Youth
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Amr Moussa, potential presidential candidate, held a meeting with revolutionary youth
and discussed with them his electoral platform.

Moussa added that he will not run for presidency for more than one presidential term.
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Islamist Parties Exclude Pro-revolution Figures
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Parliamentary sources, who refused to reveal their identity, said that the Muslim
Brotherhood and Salafis held a secret meeting and chose 75 members for the Constituent
Assembly. They will present them for voting on Saturday.

Sources said that MB and Salafis excluded all the pro-revolution MPs.
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Political Powers Reject Constituent Assembly Suggestions
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18 political powers stage marches and demonstrations to reject the suggestions
submitted by Islamic parties’ regarding the Constituent Assembly.
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Port Said Case Updates
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The main suspect in the Port Said clashes started a hunger-strike as he said that the
Public Prosecution was trying to pressure him to change his statements.

Earlier the Port Said Central Security Forces deported 44 suspects in this case to Port
Said Public Prison pending their trials.

Also, 75 suspects in the Port Said clashes were sent to Ismailia to attend their trials.
However, the Port Said Security Directory refused to hold the trials in the city of Ismailia.
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MB Protest against Expulsion Decision
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A number of Salafi call leaders, such as Yasser Borhamy and Abd El-Moneim El-Shahhat
and Saeed Abd El-Azeem, met with Muslim Brotherhood leaders in an attempt to agree over a
presidential candidate.

During the meeting, a number of MB youth staged a stand before the headquarters of
the Muslim brotherhood protesting the decision of expelling a number of MB youth based on
their political stands.

Mahmoud Hussein, MB secretary general denied that the protestors are supporters of
Abd El-Moneim Aboul Fotouh.

He added that the meeting is part of an initiative to convince all Islamist candidates to
withdraw from the race in favor of only one.
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El-Katatni Slams Government for No-Show

People’s Assembly MPs were enraged after ministers failed to show up for
parliamentary questioning.

PA Speaker, Saad El-Katatni postponed the session for two hours waiting for the
two who did not attend. Minister Mohamed Attiya, parliamentary affairs minister, was the only
one to attend.

"The parliament is elected by the people and is capable of withdrawing
confidence from the government," El-Katatni declared. "The regulations that govern the council
give it this authority. Parliament was elected by the people and therefore must retain the
public's goodwill."

Similar news was reported in Dostour page 1
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Holy Synod to Discuss Bylaws for Electing New Pope Today
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The Holy Synod is meeting on Thursday to discuss the bylaws that govern the selection
of the pope.

Bishop Pachomius is currently the acting pope of the Coptic Orthodox Church.

Bishop Moussa who handles youth affairs announced that the bylaws controlling the
election of the new pope will not change despite calls for amending it.
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Abd El-Moez Denies Reports over his Resignation
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Less than 24 hours after denying reports about his resignation, Judge Abd El-Moez
Ibrahim, head of Cairo’s Appeals Court, travelled to Mexico in an official work trip.

He stated that he plans on holding a general assembly for the Appeals Court to respond
to all the demands of Appeal judges.

Judges have attempted to remove Ibrahim from his position after reports that he
pressured the judge presiding the NGOs case to lift the travel ban.
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Wafd Rejects Call for Boycotting Joint Parliamentary Session
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A number of parties refused the system for choosing Constituent Assembly members

that dictates that 50% from them should be selected from inside the Parliament.

However, they also rejected calls for boycotting the joint parliamentary session that will

take place on Saturday.

Boycott calls were started by Tagamo’o party. So far, Wafd, Free Egyptians, and Wasat

said they plan on attending the session.
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New Legal Attempts to Limit Parliament’s Control on Constitution
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The 100-member Committee, which is composed of a group of intellectuals and
politicians, filed a lawsuit with the State Council to demand overruling the criteria set by the
parliament for the formation of the Constituent Assembly.

Dr. Gaber Gad, professor of constitutional law and a member of the committee,
demanded overruling the decision of the Parliament’s Joint Committee regarding the formation
of the Constituent Assembly. Gad based his opinion on the fact that the procedures determined
for forming the assembly contradicts Article 60 of the Constitutional Declaration.

Al-Roubi Gomaa, human rights activist, said that filing the lawsuit obliges the
parliament to stop the procedures of selecting the members of the Constituent Assembly.

Dr. Gamal Zahran, political science professor and former MP, said the parliament’s
decision, according to which 50% of the Constituent Assembly’s members will be MPs, is
invalid.

Members of the People’s Assembly and the Shoura Council will hold their meeting in
Nasr City Conference Room to select members of the Constituent Assembly. A number of
revolutionary youth and coalitions are organizing a march to the meeting’s place to protest the
parliament’s excessive powers over the Constituent Assembly.

Similar news was reported in: Al-Dostour: Page 1.
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Court Decided to Shelve Investigation in Mubarak’s Arms Bribes
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Judicial authorities is likely to shelve the investigation in the charges directed against
former Egyptian president Hosni Mubarak accusing him of receiving commissions and bribes
from arms deals. Judges said that Mubarak was not guilty of receiving such bribes.
Additionally, judges explained that Mubarak, as a former president, has the right to strike arms
deals according to the authorities given to him by the parliament, thus the lawsuit is not based
on any evidence.
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Samir Sabry, one of the lawyers who filed this lawsuit, said that military prosecution
dismissed the case and this contradicts the provisions of the law.
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People’s Assembly Culture Committee Calls for National Council on Information
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During its meeting on Tuesday, the culture, media and tourism committee of the
People’s Assembly launched a call to establish a national council on information to put an end
to the hegemony of state-run media.

The committee discussed the idea of the council with a number of media figures and

intellectuals.

Mohsen Rady, deputy head of the committee, said the majority of opinions demand an
independent syndicate for radio employees and another for TV employees.
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Parliament Criticizes Minister of Petroleum
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People’s Assembly Speaker Dr. Saad Al-Katatni directed a heavy criticism against
Minister of Petroleum Abd Allah Ghorab over the crisis of the shortage of diesel fuel.

Al-Katatni said the parliament refuses the current solutions presented by the
government and demands a solution that solves the crisis Egyptians are facing now.
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Calls for Ganzouri to Run for President
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Prime Minister Kamal el-Ganzouri has reportedly received phone calls from different
segments of the society, urging him to run for president in the upcoming elections, Al-Akhbar
newspaper learned.

Ganzouri has been pressed by many people, including expatriates, to contend in the
presidential polls, sources said.

The prime minister is mulling the idea but is mainly focused on his work as the head of
the national rescue government, the sources said.

Most probably, he would turn down the calls, the sources added.
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TV Coverage (21/03/2012)
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Program: Al-Hayat Al-An
Channel: Al-Hayat
Host: Maha Bahnasy

Congestion in Cairo streets after the gasoline crisis is due to the non-organized
distribution of the petrol, according to the Petroleum Ministry

PA Suggestions Committee approves draft resolution for filing a law suit against the
country’s president.

Program: Al-Hayat Al-Yoom
Channel: Al-Hayat
Host: Lobna Assal

PA Speaker threatens to withdraw confidence from Al-Ganzory’s government for not
showing in the last Parliamentary session.

A\ gin

News
Channel 1”State TV”
Time: 27:00:00

Public transportation employees resume their strike demanding that Public
Transportation Association be affiliated from the Ministry of Transportation and increase
employees' end of service compensation.

The European Union decides to freeze the assets of former regime members’ for one
more year.

Progrm: Sabah Al-Kheir Ya Masr
Channel 1”State TV”

Presidential Elections Law will be amended to allow electoral publicity to start right
after opening the door for candidature.

Salafis said the Islamic Ruling System will be applied in Egypt.

The file of the ‘Camel Battle” disappeared.

Judicial Authority fails to force Judge Abdel-Moez to resign.
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Program: Yesed Sabahak
Channel 2”State TV”
Host: Yasser Abdel-Hakim and Hend Rashad

State Council Administrative Court decides to revoke the decision that 50% of the
Constituent Assembly should be MPs.
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Al-Jazeera: 18-3-2012

Egyptian Parliament decides to form a committee to draft the new constitution.

The Constitutional Declaration states that the one-hundred member committee must
draft the constitution in 6 months maximum from the date it is formed.

Over the phone: Ahmed Abu Baraka, MB Leader and Mohamed Anwar Farahat,
Constitutional expert in Zagazeg University.

The Islamic movements demanded selecting a large number of them in the Constituent
Assembly.

Liberal movements called for excluding MPs from the Constituent Assembly.

The joint parliamentary committee held a meeting to set the criteria of choosing the
members of the Constituent Assembly.
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Radio Coverage (21/03/2012)
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News
Channel: Radio Masr
Time: 25:00:00

Presidential Elections Commission said the endorsement for presidential candidates
have exceeded 250,000 forms.

The trial of police officers accused of killing protestors in Alexandria was delayed due to
the lack of security measures inside the courtrooms.

Stock market wins EGP 2.6bn.

News
Channel: State Radio
Time: 17:00:00

European Union decides to freeze the assets of former regime members for one
moreyear.

News
Channel: Al-Shark Al-Awsat

PA Suggestions Committee approves draft resolution for filing a law suit against the
country’s former president.

News Bar
Channel: Mega FM

Judicial Authority fails to force Judge Abdel-Moez to resign.

Maspero’s News Head: We will dedicate half an hour on Nile News Channels for
presidential candidates to discuss their programs.
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Internet Coverage (22/03/2012)

Facebook

We are all Khaled Saeed

Graffiti: Freedom is never free
https://fbcdn-sphotos-a.akamaihd.net/hphotos-ak-
prn1/p480x480/536927 369387453111125_104224996294040_872104_1225931791_n.jpg

Remember those who disapproved of the ministerial changed that threw away Essam
Sharaf’s government and brought El-Ganzouri’s, saying that this is the same outdated mentality
that runs the country. Now, three months later and the People’s Assembly reached the same
conclusion.

It is unacceptable that the head of the government refuses to be present before the
parliament to answer the questions of MPs who were elected by the people.

Khaled Saeed’s mother: I did not feel like today is mother’s day because the revolution is
not complete yet. I shall only celebrate mother’s day after retribution.

Egyptian Cabinet

Minister of Interior: During last week, police forces were able to seize 370 various
weapons, capture 80 fugitives and arrest 47 criminal gangs. Policemen also returned 261 stolen
cars to their owners.
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AsmaaMahfouz

We are greeting our mothers on Mother’s Day but we cannot forget what our fathers did
for us.

My dad is a great man and if it wasn’t for his support, I would have never been able to
overcome all the difficulties I faced.

There are people who began to work to try to achieve their dream.. They are
coordinating with others and they will be able to reach change.

ivad_elbaghdadi

“You can't outsmart the internet. You just can't pull that shit any
more.http:/ /bit.ly/GEC5cV #SocialMediaRevolution”

“The Internet is the grand equalizer. It levels the playing ground.http:/ /bit.ly/ GEC5cV”

“On twitter, everyone has one voice. It's an exercise in worldwide
democracy. http:/ /bit.ly/ GEC5cV”

“Online, no one can compel me to consume his content unless it interests me. No one
can impose upon my attention.http:/ /bit.ly/ GEC5cV”

“On the Internet, whoever has to get my attention must first pique my interest.
Interruption is dead. http:/ /bit.ly/ GEC5cV”

“"Seven Things That Really Piss Me Off About Social Media Marketing"
(video) http:/ /bit.ly /GLa7{3”

Arabist

“Egypt struggles for spy satellite program progresshttp:/ /zite.to/ GNrZcv”

“How Not to Study Gender in the Middle East http://zite.to/GJ566BClassic PoMo
academese”

“New on Arabist: Links March 19-21 2012 http:/ /bit.ly/ GGwPXj”

“New on Arabist: Saudi Mufti: destroy the churches'http:/ /arb.st/ GHmEo]”

“New on Arabist: Tariq Ramadan on "the Salafist equation"http:/ /bit.ly/ GGOEHt”
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http://t.co/RhAyIdjt
http://t.co/fAuPCYsH
http://t.co/tL5s5lO7
http://t.co/TUzq5UA2

Monasosh

Every day I hear the news that one of the protesters, detained during the MOI clashes,
was released and until now there are still more of them lying in prison.

Congratulations to George Ramzy! His lawyer, Ragya Omran, confirmed he was
released today.

We had a fruitful meeting for our “No Military Trials” group.

WaelAbbas

I want one of those cunning Coptic Christians to tell me why SCAF want to make Bishop
Armia the new Pope.

Presidential elections are simply a conflict between the different political powers of the
former regime. We have nothing to do with this parade. However, on my part, I still stand
behind Khaled Ali.

If Abo Tereika, a football player, is selected to be a member in the Constituent Assembly,
then political activists are not the only ones screwed in the head by the media.
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Publication overview

7

% Al-Ahram: Egyptian state-run official daily newspaper

Founded in 1875, is the most widely circulating Egyptian daily newspaper, and the
second oldest after al-Waqa'i"al-Masriya (English: The Egyptian Events, founded 1828).
It is majority owned by the Egyptian government.

0,

% Al-Akhbar: Egyptian state-owned semi-official daily newspaper

It was founded in May 1952 as a part of Akhbar El Yom.

% Al-Gombhoria: Egyptian state-owned daily newspaper

An influential state-owned Egyptian Arabic language daily newspaper. It was
established in 1954.

% Al-Shorouk: Egyptian daily independent newspaper

Is a prominent Arabic newspaper published in Egypt [l and several other Arabic
nations It is a daily independent newspaper, covering mainly politics, militant affairs
and sport.

/7

% Al-Masry al-Yom: Independent daily newspaper

On 7 June 2004, it published its first edition. The paper initially circulated primarily
amongst Cairo’s intellectual elite, providing objective news coverage in the belief that
good news would beat sensationalist reporting found in other Egyptian print media.
After 3 years, it was challenging Al-Ahram for the status of being the national paper of
record. Though

% Tahrir: Daily independent newspaper

% Dostor: Daily independent newspaper

% Yom 7: Daily independent newspaper
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