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Presidential Race Begins Today amid Fears of 'Hidden Plots'
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The Presidential Elections Commission, headed by Senior Judge Farouk Soltan,
announced today that it will receive candidacy applications starting from today until April .
The last few hours that preceded the announcement of the commission was full of
statements reflecting the concerns of some potential presidential candidate over the course
of elections. Some candidates expressed their concern over the possibility of "hidden plots"
designed to cripple presidential elections. They also referred to possible pressures exerted
on some politicians or deals between SCAF and political parties to support a certain
presidential candidate.

Disagreements mounted among members of Al-Wafd Party after the decision of the
party's supreme board to support Mansour Hassan, head of the military's Advisory Council.
Senior Judge Bahei Al-Din Abou Shouka, deputy head of Al-Wafd Party, denied receiving
any calls from Lieutenant General Sami Anan, Chief of Staff and Deputy Head of SCAF,
asking the party to back a certain candidate.

The people responsible for the campaign demanding Omar Suleiman, former chief of
General Intelligence, to run for presidency said that Suleiman might officially announce his
decision to run for presidency within the coming hours.

The Presidential Elections Commission decided the maximum limit set for presidential
campaigns will be EGP10 million from the candidate's personal assets or the donations of a
party or groups. The commission banned receiving money for campaigns from any external
institution or international organization.




Ministry of Foreign Affairs called on Egyptian expatriates to register their names until
April 4 to be able to vote during the coming elections. Amr Roshdi, spokesman for the
ministry, said that nearly 20.000 citizens have registered themselves within the past few
days, in addition to 356.000 who already registered during the parliamentary elections.

Similar news was reported in: Al-Shorouk: Page 7; Youm 7: Page 1; Al-Tahrir: Pages 4, 5; Al-
Akhbar: Pages 1, 3; Al-Masry Al-Youm: Pages 1, 5; and Al-Dostour: Page 4.
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Disagreements among Judges over the NGOs Case
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Disagreements appeared again among judges on organizing protests in front of courthouses
to demand revealing judicial procedures taken in the NGOs case and the decision to allow US
suspects to return to their country before their trial is complete.

Some judges stressed the importance of organizing these protests, while others refused
because they harm the image of the judicial authority.

A number of judges organized a silent stand in Alexandria in front of their Judges' Club
condemning what they descried as an "interference with the course of justice."

Meanwhile, dozens of protesters demonstrated in front of the US embassy in Cairo
demanding the expulsion of US ambassador. They heavily condemned the decision to allow US
suspects, facing charges in the NGOs case, to travel back to their country.
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Split between MB Youth over Support Given to Presidential Candidates
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News spread about a possible decision of the Muslim Brotherhood to support Mansour
Hassan, head of the military's Advisory Council, for presidency. Signs of a possible split
between MB youth started to appear, while the Freedom and Justice Party confirmed that
they have not yet reached a decision on their preferred presidential candidate.

Sources within the Muslim Brotherhood mentioned that a joint committee was formed

from the members of the MB and the FJP in order to contain any possible splits in the two
bodies.

Clear signs of split started to appear among the MB youth, who largely support Abd Al-
Moneim Aboul Fotouh, over the decision to support a certain presidential candidate.

Sources confirmed that the MB will soon determine the choice of their preferred
presidential candidate, however, Mansour Hassan is the most likely to receive MB leaders'
support.
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Hundreds Denounce Release of US Suspects
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A few hundred protesters came to Tahrir Square to participate in the demonstrations
titled "Imposing General Will." Protesters chanted slogans against the decision to release US
suspects facing charges in the case of NGOs,which receive foreign funds, while holding tens
of Egyptians in prison pending investigations.

Protesters also condemned placing dozens of political activists in prison over opinion-
related case at a time in which Mubarak and his cronies have not received any deterring
sentence for a trial which lasted more than 11 months.

Sheikh Gomaa Mohamed Ali, Friday preacher, called on protesters to unite under the
newly-formed Revolutionary Command Council because wunity is critical for the
continuation of the revolution.

Tawfik Okasha, a TV presenter, almost caused a new catastrophe near Tahrir Square. He
gathered around 2000 of his supporters in a demonstration in front of the US embassy to
demand the expulsion of US ambassador. Clashes erupted between Tahrir protesters and
Okasha's supporters for over an hour and army troops were able to gain control over the
area and provide an exit to Okasha's supporters. Okasha repeatedly accused Tahrir
protesters of being foreign agents and of receiving funds from Zionist organizations.

Similar news was reported in: Al-Akhbar: Page 8.
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Media Figures Demand Constitutional Guarantees to Ensure Freedom of Information
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Political forces and movements, syndicates and civil society organizations demanded
adding an article in the coming constitution that guarantees freedom of information and
prevents referring civilians to military prosecution.

These calls appeared after a fierce attack against media and political figures supporting
the revolution took place. Around 12 of them were referred to military prosecution after
hundreds of complaints were filed against them.

These groups also rejected the possibility of a single political faction monopolizing the
political scene and the drafting of the new constitution. They expressed their concern over
the desire of Islamists to restrain freedom of expression and opinion. They also demanded
that media figures participate in drafting the constitution to ensure the provisions related to
the freedom of information and expression.
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Al-Zend: Anyone against SCAF is a Traitor
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A conference was held yesterday at the Judges' Club in Cairo to discuss the
circumstances and conditions which surrounded the NGOs case and the illegal decision to
lift the travel ban imposed on US suspects. The meeting also discussed the representation of
judges in the Constituent Assembly and ways to prevent the interference of executive
authority in the work of the judicial system.

The meeting was closed and all media representatives were not allowed to attend, based
on the orders of the Head of the Judges Club Senior Judge Ahmed Al-Zend.

Al-Zend described all those who criticize the Supreme Council of Armed Forces of being
traitors because SCAF represents "the shield that protects the country from disintegration."

Al-Zend explained that he fully supports the January 25 revolution, however, "there are
members in the April 6 and Kefaya movements who insult and undermine judges and those
are the ones who should be considered traitors."

He denied any connections with the former political regime and confirmed that he
gained his position as a result of his personal achievements and success.
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Author: Abd Al-Halim Salem.
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Akef: MB Do Not Have the Right to Cancel Camp David Accord

Mohamed Mahdi Akef, former supreme guide of the Muslim Brotherhood, confirmed
that the Freedom and Justice Party rejects the terms of the Camp David Accord with Israel;
however, the MB does not have the right to cancel the accord now.

He stressed that international accords should be examined by the People's Assembly
and this legislative body is the only authority with powers to alter or cancel treaties with
other countries. He also confirmed that Egypt respects all signed
that the Muslim Brotherhood does not have the right to unilaterally reject them.

treaties and accords and

"The term Israel does not exist in the Muslim Brotherhood's dictionary. The MB views
Israelis as a group of thugs who seized Arab lands. The only way to confront them is by

resistance until they leave our lands. When the Palestinian state exists, they can live as part
of it," said Akef.
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Majority Reconsiders Decision to Withdraw Confidence from El-Ganzouri's

Government
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The Freedom and Justice Party, political wing of the Muslim Brotherhood, backed down
from their decision to withdraw confidence from Dr. Kamal El-Ganzouri's government.

"Appointing a new government which enjoys the support of the majority of the
parliament is now an urgent matter. It should give a message of hope to all those who wish
to see our country advance," said a statement issued by the FJP on Thursday. The statement
also confirmed that the FJP is willing to cooperate with political forces to form a coalition
government.

Sources close to the MB said that extensive talks took place during the past two days to
contain the proposal of withdrawing confidence from El-Ganzouri's government. Sources
suggest that the change of positions is due to pressures by SCAF. MB leaders have received
telephone calls from SCAF generals asking them to wait before taking actual measures to
withdraw confidence from government, sources suggest.

FJP Deputy Head Dr. Essam Al-Erian confirmed there is no contradiction in the
positions of his party before and after the meeting of the party's executive committee. He
said that the party's official position is fully explained in the statement.

Similar news was reported in: Al-Masry Al-Youm: Pages 1, 8.
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Hundreds of citizens gathered in front of the Memorial of the Unknown Soldier in Cairo
to participate with the Armed Forces in commemorating the anniversary of the "Day of the
Martyr."

Citizens carried Egyptian flags and chanted slogans supporting the Supreme Council of
Armed Forces. They also denounced the role played by some TV channels and newspapers

Army and People Celebrate 'Day of the Martyr'
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which -according to them- create tensions between the army and the people.

Protesters called on Egyptians to restore the stability of the country and put an end to
strikes which disrupt the country's economic development. They also expressed their

support to the democratic ways that characterized the transitional phase.
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TV Coverage (09/03/2012)
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Program: B Hodoo’
Channel: CBC
Host: Emad El-Din Adeeb

Guest: Mostafa Bakri, MP member: I support peaceful demonstrating but against
destroying any governmental facility

Guest: Mostafa Bakri, MP member: The Military Council protected the revolution but his
management to the country was not good.
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News
Channel 1”State TV”

The Presidential Elections Commission starts receiving applications of potential
candidates. This process will last until April 8. 27:00:00

Similar news was repeated on Channel Two in the news at 26:00:00

A protest against the US Embassy in Egypt led to clashes between protestors. The
protest was denounced lifting the travel ban against foreign suspects in the NGOs case. 27:00:0 ,

Similar news was repeated on Channel Two in the news at 26:00:00

Clashes in front of the US embassy in Cairo, resulting in many injuries.

Program: Egypt in a week
Channel: ON TV
Guest: Hamdeen El-Sabahy, potential presidential candidate: All the names that are

running the presidential race need to agreed over not dividing votes.
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Links
http://home.ipsos2012.operaunite.com/file

sharing/content/CBC-20120309-210246-225120.rar

http://home.ipsos2012.operaunite.com/file

sharing/content/CH1-20120309-250021-250906.rar

http://home.ipsos2012.operaunite.com/file

sharing/content/CH1-20120309-270006-270541.rar

http://home.ipsos2012.operaunite.com/file

sharing/content/CH2-20120309-260017-261533.rar

http://home.ipsos2012.operaunite.com/file

sharing/content/ONTV-20120309-223803-240036.rar
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News
Channel: Radio
Time: 18:00:00

Presidential Elections Commission will start receiving candidacy applications tomorrow.

News
Channel: Al-Sharq Al-Awsat
Time: 23:00:00

The Presidential Elections Commission starts receiving candidacy applications today until April
8, 2012.

Time: 19:00:00

A protest against the US embassy turned into clashes between protesters. The protest
was organized to condemn the release of US suspects who were facing charges in the NGOs
case.

Time: 15:00:00

Dozens organized a stand in Tahrir Square to demand the participation of all the
factions of the Egyptian people in the process of drafting the constitution.
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News
Channel: State Radio
Time: 17:00 AM

Marches to the Ministry of Defense to demand retribution for the blood of the martyrs
and demand SCAF to hand over power to civilians.

Protests in Tahrir Square demanding the participation of all the segments of the society
in drafting the new constitution.
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Links

http://home.ipsos2012.operaunite.com/file sharing/content/AL%20BERNAMEJ%20ALAAM-
20120309-170241-170609.rar

http://home.ipsos2012.operaunite.com/file sharing/content/AL%20BERNAMEJ%20ALAAM-
20120309-230149-230355.rar

http://home.ipsos2012.operaunite.com/file_sharing/content/AL%20SHARQ%20AL%20AWSAT-
20120309-150107-150136.rar

http://home.ipsos2012.operaunite.com/file_sharing/content/AL%20SHARQ%20AL%20AWSAT-
20120309-190140-190244.rar

http://home.ipsos2012.operaunite.com/file_sharing/content/AL%20SHARQ%20AL%20AWSAT-
20120309-230246-230314.rar

http://home.ipsos2012.operaunite.com/file sharing/content/RADIO%20MASR-20120309-180359-
180601.rar

http://home.ipsos2012.operaunite.com/file_sharing/content/RADIO%20MASR-20120309-250055-
250136.rar
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Internet Coverage (10/03/2012)

Facebook

We are all Khaled Saeed

https:/ /fbcdn-sphotos-a.akamaihd.net/hphotos-ak-
ash4/s720x720/419596_362981327085071_104224996294040_857954 890516903 n.jpg
We will become victorious. Our revolution will succeed because no walls can stop us. If the
walls of fear, suppression and violence were erected in front of our dreams, we will carve on
them our dreams. The revolution continues. The revolution will emerge victorious.
https://fbcdn-sphotos-a.akamaihd.net/hphotos-ak-
snc7/431661_363086593741211 104224996294040_858167_ 688544054 n.jpg
Good morning everyone. Today our revolution took a new step forward; the presidential
candidacy opened today for the first real presidential elections in Egypt’s history. God bless
the soul for everyone who sacrificed their life or health so that Egypt makes it to this step.
God bless the souls of those who died in Mohamed Mahmoud incidents in November.
Thanks to them, the transitional period has become shorter. Yes, the path is still long but we
are proud for what we have reached. On January 24, 2011, no one would have ever
imagined that real presidential elections with more than 10 candidates could have taken
place. The revolution continues and the revolution will emerge victorious, God Will.
For the first time ever such ad gets published in Egypt. This ad is published on the third
page of Al-Ahram newspaper of Friday. https:/ /fbcdn-sphotos-a.akamaihd.net/hphotos-
ak-ash4/s720x720/419237_366976626657087_211869138834504 1240180_1679782320 _n.jpg
A copy of presidential candidates” endorsement. For more details, click
https: / /www.facebook.com/Souty.org/posts/311745162213622

https: / /fbcdn-sphotos-a.akamaihd.net/hphotos-ak-

ash4/432018 363378643712006_104224996294040_858900 1911219873 n.jpg

Egyptian Cabinet

The Presidential Elections Commission started receiving presidential candidature
applications at 9 am.

Prime Minister Kamal el-Ganzouri gives instructions to revoke contracts with foreign
cleaning companies if they do not commit to their contractual obligations.
Intensive precautionary measures taken against the foot-and-mouth disease in the
governorates.
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Twitter

Wael Abbas:

Is Gaza shelling ongoing or was it some assassinations??? Some of my Palestinian
friends are worried.

Can anyone summarize what Fayza Abul-Naga said in her Washington Post article? I
really cannot stand reading this crap.
Good morning.
I am at Vienna International Airport (VIE) (Schwechat, Wien) with 16 others.
https:/ /foursquare.com/waelabbas/checkin/4f5b4c4ce4b035e3135ee6d1?s=IBoXSKiTmyzx
fI_89COXW3KkR]Gcé&ref=tw
Home sweet home.
Captured on tape: Freedom and Justice Party MP Gamal Ashri tells Al-Omraniya residents:
Do not elect me again - Al-Shorouk.
http:/ /www.shorouknews.com/news/view.aspx?cdate=10032012&id=d3b78042-79d4-
47d8-9a37-5e862925c147
Bakri is supporting Hamdeen??? If I were in Hamdeen's shoes, I would just drink poison!!!
158 candidates submit their presidential candidacy documents at the first day of
candidature.
Another nail in the coffin of Mostafa Bakri. The scandal this time is visual and audio:
http:/ /www.youtube.com/watch?v=EkVvkNr70QzY &feature=youtu.be

Gsquare86:

Army protecting Okasha people while attacking people from Tahrir at US embassy #Cairo
http://www.flickr.com/photos/gigiibrahim/6821894424/

Before army attacks Tahrir protesters #USembassy #Cairo
http://www.flickr.com/photos/gigiibrahim/6821891572/

Clap for the revolution http://www.flickr.com/photos/gigiibrahim/6968104041/

Screaming NO MILITARY RULE!! http://www.flickr.com/photos/gigiibrahim/6821982244/
More than 300 PHOTOS of #Graffiti on the streets since the revolution erupted #Egypt
http://www.flickr.com/photos/gigiibrahim/sets/72157628004373980/

Monasosh:

Tomorrow is the ruling in the virginity tests case will be issued. Do not get your hopes up.
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Asmaa Mahfouz:

I landed in Egypt. Thanks for everyone who inquired after me.
Tomorrow is the ruling in the virginity tests case will be issued. Do not get your hopes up.

Ivad elbaghdadi:

You don't see things my way, therefore you are both malicious and stupid. That is, an idiot
& a traitor. #Facepalm

Don't wrestle with a pig. You both get dirty, but he enjoys it.

Unfortunately, if I apply my standards of discussion and refuse to engage anyone below
them, I'll severely restrict my audience.

It's better to debate a question and leave it open, than to dictate an answer without any
debate.

What they don't get is that the aim of debate & discussion isn't to win. Not to one-up the
other guy. The aim is progress.

Often an argument is the best replacement we can find to actually understanding the issue.

A good slogan is a good distraction. It can stop analysis for a generation.

Maybe I should be glad when they resort to ad hominem. It only means they're out of real
arguments.

What about when they claim consensus? It's a cop-out if you ask me. To avoid debate by
pretending it's already been settled.

What about those who just take your argument and put a "'no" in front of it? They think that
a contradiction is an argument in & of itself.

Perhaps, in debate, being immune to logic is a strength. Only a wise person will admit he
was wrong. Idiots never lose arguments.

Perhaps we should sit next to each other rather than across from each other when we
debate.

The classic "My mind's made up so don't confuse me with facts."

19



https://twitter.com/#%21/search/%23Facepalm

Maybe I should stop cribbing and just get off twitter and concentrate on writing. Ultimately
the best argument will be a well written book.

Ultimately we need to get busy. The best way to settle an argument is to create a new reality
where it's totally superseded.

Ignore the arguments and just do it. They'll have to shut up when you make it happen for
real.

Good night. May the eyes of the tyrants never find peace. And may a thousand mosquitoes
bite the trolls all night long.

Arabist:
New on Arabist: The Economist on Netanyahu.

http:/ /www.arabist.net/blog/2012/3/10/ the-economist-on-
netanyahu.html?utm_source=twitterfeed&utm medium=twitter

20



http://www.arabist.net/blog/2012/3/10/the-economist-on-netanyahu.html?utm_source=twitterfeed&utm_medium=twitter
http://www.arabist.net/blog/2012/3/10/the-economist-on-netanyahu.html?utm_source=twitterfeed&utm_medium=twitter

» Publication overview

7

% Al-Ahram: Egyptian state-run official daily newspaper

Founded in 1875, is the most widely circulating Egyptian daily newspaper, and the
second oldest after al-Waqa'i"al-Masriya (English: The Egyptian Events, founded 1828).
It is majority owned by the Egyptian government.

0,

% Al-Akhbar: Egyptian state-owned semi-official daily newspaper

It was founded in May 1952 as a part of Akhbar El Yom.

% Al-Gombhoria: Egyptian state-owned daily newspaper

An influential state-owned Egyptian Arabic language daily newspaper. It was
established in 1954.

% Al-Shorouk: Egyptian daily independent newspaper

Is a prominent Arabic newspaper published in Egypt [l and several other Arabic
nations It is a daily independent newspaper, covering mainly politics, militant affairs
and sport.

/7

% Al-Masry al-Yom: Independent daily newspaper

On 7 June 2004, it published its first edition. The paper initially circulated primarily
amongst Cairo’s intellectual elite, providing objective news coverage in the belief that
good news would beat sensationalist reporting found in other Egyptian print media.
After 3 years, it was challenging Al-Ahram for the status of being the national paper of
record. Though

% Tahrir: Daily independent newspaper

% Dostor: Daily independent newspaper

% Yom 7: Daily independent newspaper
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