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Newspapers (26/2/2012)

Author: Muhammad Amin al-Masri and others

Political Players Reject a Freedom and Justice Suggestion
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The Freedom and Justice Party’s suggestions about the constituent commission were
faced by a barrage of criticism. Different political players in Egypt rejected the Freedom and
Justice Party’s rejection to the form the constituent commission from 40 MPs, 30 other members
chosen by the Parliament and 30 members chosen by the different syndicates, unions and the
Azhar.

Sameh Ashour, vice president of the Advisory Council rejected the one-party dominance
over the Constitution and the constituent commission.

Other political players like al-Tajamu Party and revolutionary players also rejected the
suggestion.
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Author: Ahmad Imam and others

The Attackers against Abu al-Futouh Identified

The Security Apparatus succeeded yesterday in identifying the attackers against
potential Presidential Candidate Abd al-Munim Abu al-Futouh. The culprits are being chased
by the security forces.

The Security Forces asserted that the assault was criminal and not political. The same
was declared about the assault against the MP Hasan al Prince, member of the People’s
Assembly’s Helath Committee.

Similar news was reported in al-Akhbar, p. 4; al-Tahrir, p. 1; al-Shurouk, p. 1, 5;
al-Masry al-Yom, pp. 1, 5
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The Shura Council to hold its First Session on Tuesday
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The Shura Council is to hold its first session on Tuesday, February 28. This is the first
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Shura Council to be elected after the January 25 Revolution.

The session will be headed by the oldest member. President of the Shura Council and
the two deputies are to be elected in the fist session.

Another session will be held on Wednesday, February 29 to form the committees and

elect their members committees.
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43 NGOs’ Suspects Tried
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Amidst strict security measures, 43 suspects who are involved in illegal activities in
NGOs are to be tried. The first court session is to be held today.

19 of the suspects are American nationals.

The trial created controversy in the international community in general and the USA
communities in particular.
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The Trap of Foreign Funds

Al-Ahram published a lengthy full page report on what it called the “trap of NGOs.”

In his article entitled “the NDI between politics and intelligence service,” Ashraf Abu al-
Hole criticizes the American NGOs that work for political agendas.

Abu al-Hole introduces his article saying that it is illogical that the administration of an
institution that allegedly works to spread Democracy in the world consists of a group of
politicians and intelligence agents. Abu al-Hole refers to the National Democratic Institute.

In another article Izzat Ibrahim reports on the head of the US national Democratic
Institute’s denial of any political or intelligence activity of the institute in Egypt.

Imad al-Fiqi and Mustafa Tammam referred to the ongoing “surprises” uncovered by
the investigations into the foreign funds case.

Mazen Hassan reports on news about a branch of the German Heinrich Boll in Egypt in
spite of the crisis of NGOs in Egypt.
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Salafists and Potential Presidential Candidates
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Prominent Salfist leadership said that would determine the coming president in Egypt.
They declared that the presidential elections would be similar to the March, 2011 constitutional

referendum.

Slaafist leaders asserted that Salafists had started their campaigns in the different

mosques to unite Salafists’ votes.

Salafist sources claimed that Potential Presidential Candidates Ahmad Shafiq called al-
Nour Party to support him in the presidential elections, promising to meet all their demands,

especially the application of Islamic Shariah [Islamic law].

Salafist leaders asserted that all presidential potential candidates had offered the same

deal.
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Al-Jamaah al-Islamiyah Rejects the Consensual
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Al-Jamaah al-Islamiya expressed its rejection of a consensual president.

Dr. tariq al-Zumur, spokesman of al-Jamaah al-Islamiya stated that all Egyptians would
choose the president who represent them and no one had the right to choose for them. He
added that the idea of a presidential candidate advocated by some political players was against

the main principles of the revolution.
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Sukainah Fuad Leaves the Advisory Council
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Journalist Sukainah Fuad resigned from the Advisory Council.

Fuad said she resigned because of her feeling of the Council’s deficiency and its
incapability to perform the patriotic role it was formed to play.
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Author: Mohamed Imam.

Symbolic Stand by April 6 Movement to Demand Release of Ramzi
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Tens of April 6 activists organized a symbolic stand in front of the High Court of Justice
to demand the release of George Ramzi, political activist and member of the movement, who
was arrested and imprisoned pending investigations.

Hassan Al-Dahan, coordinator of the movement in Cairo, said Ramzi was arrested when
he was trying to put an end to the clashes that took place between security forces and
revolutionaries near the Ministry of Interior.

According to Al-Dahan, Ramzi was arrested during these events and is now facing

charges of destroying public properties, attacking policemen and attempts to break into the
MOI headquarters.
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Author: Samia Bakri.

Former Regime Supporters Incite People to Use Violence against Revolutionary
Figures
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Supporters of the ousted Mubarak’s regime continue to threaten revolutionary figures

and writers.

One of them known as “Ahmed Spider” sent a recorded message to Mohamed Fathi, a
novelist, accusing him of spreading ideas of sabotage and chaos. Fathi said the message
included a threat to kill him and that Spider called on Egyptians to hand him in to the army

whenever they see him on the streets.

Also, Amal Ewedia, writer and critic, said she also received threatening message after

she attended a talk show in Al-Fara’in channel.
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Authors: Mohamed Faisal and Kareem Adham.

Amr Moussa: New President will Come to Power through Egyptian Votes
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Amr Moussa, potential presidential candidates, expressed his concerns over the gradual
loss of the revolution’s achievements. He said he hopes that Egypt regains its leading position
in the Arab world. He accused figures of the former regime of falling short from taking the right

action in major events the country has faced, such as the Gaza siege and Arab divisions.

In a press conference held in Sharm Al-Sheikh, Moussa confirmed that the new
president will come to power through votes of Egyptians. Presidency will not be a privilege for

the new president, but he will work hard to rebuild the country, he said.

Similar news was reported in: Al-Ahram: Page 4.
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Authors: Mohamed Abd Al-Magsoud.

MB: Attacks against Public Figures are Planned
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Head of the Freedom and Justice Party Dr. Mohamed Morsi, political wing of the
Muslim Brotherhood, said the attacks against Dr. Abdel Moneim Aboul Fotouh and Dr. Hassan
Al-Brins prove that there is a security failure, which can lead the country to fall into violence.

Thus, according to him, the process of purging the Ministry of Interior from corrupt
figures must be carried out as soon as possible. It must be restructured in order to restore
security to the Egyptian street.

Morsi blamed the security apparatus for the two accidents. He also requested that the
Minister of Interior initiates a purge of his ministry and relies on decent policemen to reform the
security apparatus.

MP Mohamed El-Beltagi confirmed that the Ministry of Interior is responsible for the
armed attacks against Aboul Fotouh and Al-Brins, whether they had a criminal or political
nature. “Thugs have gained more power and are becoming active amid the negativity of the
security forces, which sometimes cover up for them,” Al-Beltagi said.

Dr. Essam Al-Erian, Deputy Head of the FJP, said the continuous attacks against
political figures indicate there are attempts made by some to hinder real change and power
handover in the country.
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Author: Sobhi Abd Al-Salem.

Sufis Reach Reconciliation, Demand to be Involved in Drafting Constitution
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Sheikhs of Sufi orders held a general assembly yesterday, headed by Dr. Abd Al-Hadi
Al-Qasabi, current Sheikh of the Supreme Sufi Council, at the headquarters of the council. They
resolved the disagreements and decided to waive lawsuits they previously filed against each
other. Sheikhs who were opposing Al-Qasabi decided to end their sit-in, which lasted for 10
months in the headquarters of the Supreme Sufi Council.

Sheikh Abu Al-Azayem, head of the Azmeya order and head of the Sufi Reform Front,
announced that he will waive all the lawsuits he filed against Al-Aqasabi to put an end to the
disagreements between Sufi orders.

Al-Azayem said the future of Sufi orders faces serious dangers after the emergence of
Islamist forces, which are against Sufism and which dominate the politics of the country now.

Al-Qasabi confirmed that the general assembly agreed to send a request to the Supreme

Council of Armed Forces to demand participating in the Constituent Assembly, which will draft
the new constitution, in order to represent 15 million Sufis.
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Author: Mohamed Saad Abd El-Hafiz

100-Member Committee Endorses Aboul-Fotouh

A committee that includes 100 public figures starts its meetings today to agree over one
presidential candidate to endorse.

Shorouk maintains that the committee plans on choosing Abd El-Moneim Aboul-
Fotouh to endorse as a presidential candidate for revolutionary and national forces. The
committee might even try convincing Hamdeen El-Sabahy to run as his vice president.

The committee includes 100 outspoken opposers of the previous regime. It includes
Former MB Spokesperson, Kamal El-Helbawy, Mohamed Ghonim, Political Sciences Professor
Seif Abd El-Fattah and political activist Sameer Eleish amongst other.

In case El-Sabahy agreed to run as vice president, the committee would try discouraging
other potential candidates from running for presidency, in order not to fragment votes.
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Judicial Commission Discusses Expatriate Voting
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Sources in the Supreme Judicial ections Commission assured that any amendments to
the Presidential Elections Law to be approved by the People’s Assembly should be referred to
the Supreme Constitutional Court to be revised.

The Commission shall continue working according to the current law until amending
Articles 30, 38. The Commission added that amending any article other than article 28 would
change the voting procedures but would not affect the date.

Within hours, the commission will hold a meeting with the Judge Farouk Sultan, head of
the Supreme Constitutional Court to discuss the dates of expatriate voting and the vote
counting process.
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Salafis Consider Endorsing El-Awa for Presidency
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Leaders of the Salafi call consider endorsing Mohamed Selim El-Awa among Salafi
youth, after potential candidate Hazem Salah Abu-Ismail is greatly approved amongst them.

Shorouk maintains that the Salafi leaders disagreed over the candidate they plan on
endorsing in the presidential elections.

El-Nour Salafi Party announced that they will endorse any candidate until presidential
candidature is closed.
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Advisory Council Approves Article 28
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The Advisory Council decided to approve passing Article28 of the constitutional
declaration issued on March 30th in an attempt to end the controversy surrounding this article,
after a number of MPs called for amending it.

The article deems all the resolutions of the Presidential Elections Commission
unchallengeable.

Abdullah El-Moghazy, Advisory Council member, stated that only SCAF has the right
to amend the constitutional declaration, adding that opening the door for contestations might
lengthen the transitional period.
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Author: Thsan El-Sayed

FJP’s Parliamentary Committee Supports Hybrid Regime
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FJP’s parliamentary committee discussed the draft constitution that was prepared by the
party which suggests that a president candidate can only run for two terms.

It stated that we adopt a “hybrid” regime and reduce the authorities of a president.

In addition it also suggested to form the National Defense and National Security
Councils which should include civilian and military characters.

In its meeting, the parliamentary committee supported article 28 and stated it is against
amending it.
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NGO Trial Starts Today
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Today, the third constituency in North Cairo’s Criminal Court, headed by Judge
Mahmoud Shokry, starts the first session in the trial against 43 suspects in the NGOs foreign

funding case.

The suspects include 19 Americans, 5 Serbians and 2 German
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Campaign Calls on Ganzouri to Run for President
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A number of activists launched a Facebook page calling on Prime Minister Kamal el-
Ganzouri to run in the presidential elections.

They urged Ganzouri to consider the decision, dubbing him the most suitable man for
the job.
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Ganzouri Delivers 1¢t Government Policy Statement to Parliament
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Prime Minister Kamal el-Ganzouri will deliver his government policy statement to the
People’s Assembly, lower house of parliament, on Sunday.

Ganzouri will expound on his government’s plan for the coming phase and brief the
parliament on the financial and economic position of the state.

The statement comes after several MPs called for forming a national coalition
government.

Similar news was reported in Al-Ahram (page 1), Al-Shorouk (page 4), Yom?7 (page 1), Al-
Tahrir (page 3), Al-Gomhoria (page 3) and Al-Dostor (page 3)
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Baradei: I Will Not Return to Presidential Race
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Former IAEA chief Mohamed el-Baradei said he would not return to the presidential
race, calling the electoral process a fake one.

How someone could run in the elections without knowing their powers or job
specifications, Baradei said.

As for SCAF, he said the Military Council has admitted since the start of the revolution
that it has no political expertise, so how come it still rules the country until now.
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HEC Announces Final Results of Shura Council Elections
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The High Elections Commission (HEC) announced the final results of the Shura Council
elections as follow:

The Freedom and Justice Party (FJP): 105 seats. (58.3%)
Al-Nour: 45 seats. (25%)

Al-Wafd Party: 14 seats. (7.7%)

The Egyptian Bloc: 8 seats. (4.44%)

Independent candidates: 4 seats. (2.2%)

The Freedom Party: 3 seats. (1.6%)

The Democratic Peace Party: 1 seat. (0.55%)

HEC Chairman Abdel-Moez Ibrahim said 6,446,689 votes were cast during the polls or
12.9% of the voters.

Similar news was reported in Al-Ahram (page 5), Al-Shorouk (page 6) and Al-Yom7 (page 3)
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TV Coverage (25/02/2012)
Program: Al-Hayat Al-An

Channel: Al-Hayat

Host: Maha Bahnasy

Ministry of Finance considers enforcing the maximum wages rate law next month.
Final results of the elections to the Shura Council are to be declared today.
Preparations started for the trial of 43 suspects in the NGOs case tomorrow.

PM Kamal Al-Ganzory ended the government policy statement that he will announce in front of
the People’s Assembly.

Program: Al-Hayat Al-Yoom
Channel: Al-Hayat

Host: Lobna Assal and Sherief Amer

PM Kamal Al-Ganzory will announce tomorrow in his speech in the People’s Assembly the
minimum and maximum rates for wages.

7.2% is the percentage of turnout in the run-offs of the Shura elections second round.

Freedom and Justice Party won 106 seats; Al-Nour Party won 46 seats, Wafd won 14 seats,
Egyptian Bloc won 8 seats, and one independent candidate won.

Program: Hona Al-Asema

Channel: CBC

Host: Lamis Al-Hadidy

Guest:

Al-Sayed Al-Badawy, Wafd Party Head

Parties will not nominate any one for presidential elections.
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Al-Badawy said the People’s Assembly elections proved that winning needs organization.

A g

News
Channel 1”State TV”
Time: 27:00:00

The Advisory Council does not recommend amending article 28 of the Constitution and
recommends a law that governs the NGOs work in Egypt.

11 political parties and coalitions won in the Shura elections.

News

Channel 2”State TV”

Time: 26:00:00

7% is the turnout in the run-off round of the second phase of Shura elections.

The Advisory Council discusses Presidential Elections Commission independence and the
constituent committee.

Program: Yeseed Sabahak
Channel 2”State TV”
Host: Hany Tawfik and Dina Hegazy

MP Al-Khodery, head of the People’s Assembly Constitution Committee, suggested that 20 % of
the Constituent Commission members should be from the Parliament and 20% of constitutional
experts.
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Radio Coverage (25/02/2012
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News
Channel: Radio Masr
News

Channel: Radio Masr

Borders Security Forces prevent smuggling a large amount of weapons and ammunition on the
Libyan borders. 18:00:00

Shura elections final results will be declared today. 22:00:00

Head of the High Elections Commission said 7.2% is the turnout percentage in the run-offs of
the Shura elections second round. 23:00:00

The Advisory Council suggested issuing a law to govern the NGOs work in Egypt. 22:00:00

Channel: Al-Shark Al-Awsat

The Advisory Council does not support amending article 28 of the Constitution and
recommends issuing a law that governs the NGOs work in Egypt. 23:00:00

MP Al-Khodery, Head of the People’s Assembly Constitution Committee, suggested that 20 %
of the Constituent Commission members be members of the parliament and 20 % of
constitution experts. 14:00:00
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Internet Coverage (26/02/2012)

facebook

Facebook
We are all Khaled Saeed
Expenses of 2011-2012 budget: EGPP594 Bn:

157bn for supporting the essential food commodities and natural gas.

117bn for the salaries of employees in governmental sectors and their compensations.
106bn interests on loans taken by the government, mostly local loans.

99bn to pay off loans owed by the state, the majority of them are domestic debts.
47bn investments or purchase shares as companies or lands.

30bn for buying commodities and services needed by the governmental institutions.

31bn other expenses.

Of course the results of the constitutional referendum in Syria will show that 15mn citizens out
of the 14mn participated. Those who say yes will be 94.5% (just to make plausible). State
newspaper will show that the people said their word; Yes to Bashar, Yes to stability.

Egyptian Cabinet

Ministry of Interior: Minister of Interior met with his assistants, who are members of a high
committee formed to draft a law on restructuring the Ministry.

Minister of Finance: Maximum figure of wages has already become effective since January.

Minister of Civil Aviation reviews development works in Abu Simbel International Airport.

& j Twitter

AsmaaMahfouz

It is very important that we protest tomorrow in front of C28 Military Court in solidarity with
Samira Ibrahim in the case of “virginity checks.”

@Arabist
“New on Arabist: Links 22-24 February 2012 http:/ /bit.ly /xNbozT”

@Gsquare86
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http://t.co/q6e7QxDk

“Revolutions bring out the best in people and it has really brought me the best, I am thankful
and lucky to be part of this time”

“I am so grateful for the great support I have, I am truly thankful for everything in my life.”

Abu Hamed, who claims to be so revolutionary, has proven himself to be a great bastard. He
said: Field Marshal Tantawi has a history full of honor and heroism!!

@iyad_elbaghdadi

“Relinking my piece about the Jihad myth & the Judeo-Christian Crusade
myth: http:/ /bit.ly/qghDSoA #Afghanistan #QuranBurning”

“ A little sanity, please, on both sides. #QuranBurning #Afghanistan”

“This is more than just burning copies of the Qur'an. This is the people
of #Afghanistan becoming convinced there's a war on their religion.”

“You invade, bomb & torture them, flush their holy book down the toilet, then burn it. What are
they supposed to think? #Afghanistan”

“Heroes: Wounded foreign journos in #Homs say they won't leave until it's safe for all
wounded civilians to leave. #Syria #BabaAmr”

@Monasosh

No matter how much I read or head testimonies of torture and imprisonment, children’s
testimonies remain the most hideous. I do not understand how they do this to children!

@WaelAbbas
Whoever is close to C28 Military Court should go and support Samira!
@AalamWassef

“I don't believe Baradei will return to Presidential race as long as military dictatorship is
running show.”

“A Syrian man on the radio: "Help us now, not tomorrow". #syria#homs”
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