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Dear Vice-Chairman WANG WenYuan, 
Dear Vice-Minister QI Ji, 
Distinguished guests, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

1- My presence this morning is motivated by a very simple but powerful message: the EU and China have made the choice to become strategic partners towards Sustainable Urbanisation. The necessity and relevance of this Partnership has already crystallized into a firm political consensus between Premier Wen Jiabao and the European Leadership. Our common task is to start working on the next steps and operationalize this new Urbanisation Partnership.

2- From that perspective, today’s topic: “12th Five-Year Plan and Quality of Urbanisation in China” couldn’t be better chosen. It entails several interlocking dimensions:
- The low-carbon and resource-efficient character of buildings and mobility in eco-cities is probably the first that comes to mind. Several convincing pilot districts and best practices for city governance are already implemented in Europe. A number of EU stakeholders have started to work hand-in-hand with some Chinese cities, and we definitely wish to intensify and mainstream this “eco-relationship” via the coming cooperation project with MoHURD;
- However, real urbanisation quality also lies in the less immediately apparent dimension of social policy.    An strong Affordable Housing programme provides the indispensable “hardware”, while a diligent revision of pension, healthcare and education schemes for migrant workers would constitute the “software” of urban harmony and stability. Europe, the most formidable “lab” in the world for balancing social justice and market forces, will certainly be a partner of choice for China in that respect.
- Finally, the quality of urbanisation is intrinsically linked to the careful management of the urban-rural interface. With 30 billion EUR spent in 2010 alone in regional policy and cohesion projects, Europe has developed a sophisticated toolbox that could prove inspiring for Chinese experts.
3- To turn these cooperation opportunities into tangible actions, it is foreseen that the EU-China Partnership on Sustainable Urbanisation will be equipped with a multi-faceted delivery mechanism including central-level dialogues, a new joint platform for mayors, mobilisation of business sector, cooperation in science, as well as cross-cultural exchanges. 
In conclusion, I would like to simply launch an open invitation to the organisers and participants of this summit, for the first  EU-China Urban Forum that will be held in 2012. This event will bring together Mayors, urban planners, architects, solution providers to discuss the solutions towards a “Better City, better Life”. And for now, I wish you all a very fruitful day of exchanges at the 5th China International Urbanisation Summit!
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