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Dear Minister Chen Lei,
Vice Minister Du Ying
Distinguished guests,

Ladies and gentlemen,

1/ EU-China PRIVILEDGED PARTNERS in the water sector
This High-Level Roundtable takes place at a very special juncture in the relationship between China and Europe and my presence this morning is motivated by a very simple but powerful fact: the EU and China have made the choice to make Sustainable Management of Water Resources part of their Comprehensive Strategic Partnership.
The foundations of our privileged relation have been laid over five years of successful cooperation under the EU-China River Basin Management Programme, our largest cooperation project with China. In the course of the Programme, we have shared European experiences, as developed within the context of the EU legislation, with two Chinese Ministries [the Chinese Ministry of Water Resources and the Ministry of Environmental Protection] and two river commissions.
The determination to maintain and further develop this cooperation has already been crystallized five weeks ago, into a firm political consensus between Minister Chen Lei and the Presidency of the Council of the European Union, with the launch of the “China Europe Water Platform” at the 6th World Water Forum in Marseille.

2/ JOINT learning CURVE and the example of the 2012 BLUEPRINT on Water 
As we all know, the world is fraught with setbacks. Nowadays, it is not only a financial crisis that has struck us. Should we fail to act, we could also be faced with a climate and resource crisis. Water, being a prerequisite for life, could also become a global source of friction. Before that happens, its preservation and management should become our common concern.
Indeed, our BLUE GOLD is a finite and vulnerable resource. Protecting water is a way of ensuring that agriculture, fisheries, transport, energy, tourism and many other industries develop and prosper. 
Unfortunately, there is no "one size fits all" solution for the EU or China, let alone the planet as a whole. Whilst our responses need to be context specific, our success stories can be inspirational to each other. This is why I’m convinced of the importance for China and Europe to develop a joint learning curve in meeting similar challenges and continue to exchange good practices in water resource management for the mutual and the global benefit.
I would like to give an example of a continuing learning process that we are currently undertaking in Europe in the water sector.
We have conducted a “Fitness Check” of our legislation and an assessment of the progress of its implementation. What we have realized is that there still exist weaknesses in the implementation due to a number of challenges.
Our "2012 Blueprint to Safeguard Europe's Water Resources" will be the EU policy response to these challenges. 
The Blueprint will be the water milestone on our planned Resource Efficiency Roadmap. We will be happy to exchange more with you on it in our China Europe Water Platform activities or in our High level Environmental Dialogue.

3/ NEXT STEPS of the China Europe Water Platform

Minister Chen, your Ministry will lead together with Denmark on behalf of the EU the China-Europe Water Platform, while Portugal has taken the very important role as co-lead country.
We have now the common task of starting working on the next steps and operationalize the platform.
I have been informed by our Danish colleagues that they are conducting consultations among European stakeholders to align expectations and attract members to the platform. This is an important phase of our cooperation and it is vital to maintain the momentum.
I would like therefore to take this opportunity to invite EU member states and other relevant stakeholders to approach my staff, the Danish colleagues or Minister Chen’s team to explore how they can contribute and be part of the platform. 

To conclude, I would like to thank the Global Water Partnership-China, for having supported, appreciated and promoted our work during the past five years. 
I wish this High-Level Roundtable success.
Thank you for your attention!
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