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Dear Mayor Chen Haibo, Vice-Mayor Yang,
Director LI Tie and

Secretary-General Dirk Moens,
Distinguished guests,

Ladies and gentlemen,
1/ EU-China Partnership on Urbanisation

Recognizing that “the world is not a village, but a City”, Europe and China have made the choice to become strategic partners towards Sustainable Urbanisation. Ex-Liaoning Party Secretary and current Vice Premier LI Keqiang on the one hand, and President Barroso on the other hand, confirmed this political consensus when signing the Joint Declaration on Urbanisation in Brussels three months ago   (3rd May 2012).

In 2011 China crossed the symbolic threshold of 50% of total population living in cities, and the mega-trend is far from over: one percent of the Chinese population will be added the total number of city dwellers every single year. 
High speed Urbanisation in China therefore generates a major stress on issues such as   (1) internal migration and social systems,     (2) Urban governance and management, and  (3) the sustainability and carrying capacity of Chinese cities and infrastructures. 
Because of China’s weight and size, it is critical to embrace a sustainable model of urbanisation, and the decisions made today will be fundamental for the decades to come. 
As an open political platform, the China-EU Partnership will address these dimensions in a holistic fashion. All levels of governance: EU institutions, Member States, provinces and cities will be mobilised. In parallel with governments, other stakeholders: the business sector, researchers and academics, civil society are all invited to contribute. 
The Partnership on Urbanisation is meant to last for as long as the challenges will exist, therefore this newly established framework is probably here for decades to come. The priorities and resources will shift over time as urbanisation issues also evolve.

2/ Mayors Forum and other deliverables

The flagship event under the Partnership will already take-off on 19-20 September when the first EU-China Mayors Forum will be organised in Brussels. The Mayors Forum will foster the exchange of experience between respective members of the China Association of Mayors and the EU Covenant of Mayors. 
Architects, Urban planning experts, universities and the Cleantech business sector will also be invited at the Mayors Forum. We want to create a meeting of the minds of all providers of smart sustainable urban solutions.

Beyond the Mayors Forum, other day-to-day cooperation projects are also under preparation. Let me give three examples. 
1- A new EUR10 million cooperation project is already on track with MoHURD to provide capacity building for Chinese local decision-makers. It will help them improve the low-carbon and resource-efficient character of buildings and mobility in their cities. It will also set up an internet platform to capitalise the best practices and facilitate access to European urban solutions. 
In short, this “Eco-Cities Link” project will act as an EU-China Mayors Forum 365 days per year!
2- Real urbanisation quality also lies in the less immediately apparent dimension of social policy. A revision of pension, healthcare and education schemes for migrant workers will constitute the backbone of urban harmony. Europe, a formidable “laboratory” for balancing social justice and market forces, will be a partner of choice for NDRC in the quest for the “right” level of protection. And this dialogue will be duly supported with a new EUR 7 million "Social Protection Reform Programme". 
3- Finally, the quality of urbanisation is intrinsically linked to the careful management of the urban-rural interface: how to prevent the countryside from falling behind? Who will feed the city dwellers? Europe has developed a sophisticated toolbox that could prove inspiring for Chinese experts. During his recent visit to China and notably Harbin, Agriculture Commissioner Ciolos has pledged to broaden the scope of cooperation to rural development in times of urbanisation.
3/ About the Sustainable Urbanisation Park 
Please keep in mind that these three examples (eco-city planning, social reform, regional policy) are just a sample of a broader portfolio of new EU-funded activities. Then, on top of it comes the all-important private sector contribution: As stated in the Joint Declaration, the Partnership encourages businesses on both sides to provide financial, technical and personal support for initiatives that foster Sustainable Urbanisation.
In practice, endorsement will be granted on a case-by-case basis to demonstration projects that present (1) strong European credentials,  (2) achieve proven high degree of sustainability, and (3) are deployed in compliance with best trade & investment practices. The first such project is the reason for our gathering today in Shenyang.

The "EU-China Sustainable Urbanisation Park" project is currently incubated by the EU Chamber of Commerce in China and the Hunnan New City district of Shenyang. I would like to express the EU’s gratitude to all the stakeholders involved in this bold initiative. Balancing light industrial, offices and residential, the Park shall be the physical embodiment of urban sustainability “with Sino-European characteristics”. This is the natural prolongation of the political guidance received from Leaders.
Looking ahead, (1) technology will be critical to ensure genuine sustainable urbanisation. European companies are willing to transfer it, as long as this is under fair conditions, voluntarily and with full respect of their IPR.   (2) China would also benefit from opening up its services sectors to optimise its access to foreign experience in greening cities. Finally,  (3) openness, transparency and fairness is in China’s own interest when public institutions are trying to procure the best urban solutions. 
4/ Synergies with Water Platform

Before I conclude, please let me add that this panorama would not be complete without mentioning the synergies between the Urbanisation Partnership and other bilateral initiatives. Most notably, the “China Europe Water Platform” was launched at the 6th World Water Forum in Marseilles. 
As an increasingly scarce resource, Water could well become “the new Oil”. For China and Europe doing nothing to increase water security is not an option. We both face significant challenges in water management. The starting point and the scale may differ, but our waters face similar pressures induced by industrialisation, climate change, a growing population and increased urbanization. We can be an inspiration for each other in exploring solutions.
Conclusion

This afternoon, businessmen and experts will explore how the triple bottom-line of economic, social and environmental sustainability can be reached – and replicated. This exercise will put us on a joint learning curve, turning the Shenyang project and all future similar endeavours into a two-way sharing of experience between Europe and China. Therefore I sincerely wish this conference a complete success! Thanks for your attention!
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