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Those who regularly attend the 
Europe Day reception know very 
well this is one of those special 
diplomatic events on the calendar 

that—along with the familiar ambassadorial 
faces—brings together a bevy of high-profile 
Canadian Cabinet ministers, politicians, 
business reps, and Foreign Affairs officials.

It has also become the venue for official 
speeches to include numerous references 
to the Comprehensive Economic and Trade 
Agreement that Canada and the European 
Union have been negotiating since 2009. These 
references are usually filled with positive pro-
jections about the deal’s benefits, backed up 
by statistics enumerated throughout. This year 
was no different—except that this year the 
atmosphere appeared to be a little…different.

You see, while Canada’s major news pub-
lications have only sporadically been casting 
an eye over CETA throughout the last few 
years, that’s recently changed. The more 
the deal’s conclusion increasingly became 
delayed and the more politicians became 
less committed to a set deadline, the more 
Canadian journalists piled on to cover the 

story. There have been several sometimes-
contradictory stories in the last months over 
the future of CETA. One minute, it’s full of 
momentum. The next, it’s delayed. 

On top of that, just a day before the 
Europe Day reception on May 9, Natural 
Resources Minister Joe Oliver threat-
ened to take the EU to the World Trade 
Organization over its proposal to classify oil 
sands crude as more polluting than other 
types. The next day, however, Mr. Oliver 
played down the idea of a trade tussle.  

Also not long ago, an EU court upheld 
the EU’s seal product ban, which infuriated 
seal fur advocates here.

And there is more. On May 6, the WTO’s 
appeal body upheld complaints from the EU 
and Japan that Ontario’s green energy pro-
gram broke world trade rules.

Add to that Canada’s suspected opposi-
tion to let in the EU as a permanent observer 
to the Arctic Council, as well as the ongoing, 
but much quieter now, dispute about visa 
requirements on three EU member states—

and you got yourself a pretty good party!
EU Ambassador Matthias Brinkmann 

strategically got the party started about half 
an hour earlier than scheduled. Surrounded 
by about a dozen journalists, the ambassador 
outlined the current CETA sticking points, as 
well as his thoughts on Canada’s WTO threat. 
His remarks made headlines within hours.

Following a well thought-out schedule, 
Trade Minister Ed Fast also had a short 
scrum with reporters about five minutes 
before the official start of the reception. 
They were eagerly seeking his reactions to 
Mr. Brinkmann’s comments.

But soon enough the questions ended 
and the frenzy stopped. As they took 
the stage one after another, both EU and 
Canadian officials talked once more about 
the strong relations between the two par-
ties. Foreign Minister John Baird praised the 
work of Catherine (whom he called Cathy) 
Ashton, the EU’s high representative for for-
eign affairs and security policy, describing 
the EU as a real force for good in the world.

Mr. Fast brought a more personal tone, 
saying five of his siblings are married to 
Europeans. He said Canada and the EU are 
“natural partners,” and—following tradi-
tion—said negotiators are making progress 
and hoping to conclude the trade deal soon. 

Mr. Fast announced that Canada is now 
part of the Enterprise Europe Network. 
Steered by the European Commission, the net-
work is made up of more than 600 business-
support organizations that will help small- 
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Talking Points
Border fee idea killed 

A Homeland Security budget pro-
posal to study a new land-crossing fee 
along the United States borders with 
Canada and Mexico was killed on May 9, 
The Globe and Mail reported. The sug-
gestion of examining a new toll for all 
vehicles and pedestrians entering into 
the US was proposed by the Department 
of Homeland Security, and caused out-
cry in both Canada and the US. Both 
Democrats and Republicans in the Senate 
condemned the proposal, and an amend-
ment to the budget passed in the judi-
ciary committee. 

Terrorist deported
Canada has deported a convicted ter-

rorist back to Lebanon, more than 25 years 
after he was ordered to leave after lying 
about his identity and past on his immi-
gration application, CBC News reported. 
Immigration Minister Jason Kenney said 
the case of Mahmoud Mohammad Issa 
Mohammad, who participated in an attack 
on an Israeli plane in the 1960s, showed 
“just how broken Canada’s immigration 
and refugee determination systems” are. 
Mr. Kenney placed some of the blame on 
the many appeal avenues that were pres-
ent in the Canadian immigration system 
before recent changes. 

Staying stateside longer
A new bill being considered in the 

United States would extend the amount 
of time Canadian visitors are allowed 
to stay in the country, The Globe and 
Mail reported. The bill would allow 
some Canadian vacationers to stay for 
up to eight months instead of six, and 
was pushed by a civil society group, 

the Canadian Snowbird Association. 
The Canadian government said it did 
not lobby for the new bill, but said it 
welcomes any changes that assist with 
greater trade and tourism between the 
neighbours. 

 
Enviro-friendly ads 

In the lead-up to Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper’s trip to New York this week to 
answer questions at an American think 
tank and meet with business leaders, the 
Conservative government has created an 
advertising campaign that boasts environ-
mentally-conscious resource development, 
Postmedia News reported. The public 
relations effort includes ads in American 
publications as well as a new website 
called Go with Canada which touts 
Canada as “America’s best energy partner.” 
The 30-day campaign is run by Natural 
Resources Canada and is expected to try 
to drum up US support for the Keystone XL 
oil sands pipeline.

Corruption charges
Cuban authorities have charged 

Canadian and British executives of three 
foreign businesses after more than a year 
in custody and are now preparing their 
trials, Reuters reported. The Canadian 
firms involved are trading firm Tri-Star 
Caribbean and Tokmakjian, both well 
known in Cuba. The charges involve 
various economic crimes and operating 
beyond the limits of their business 
licenses. Reports indicate the arrests are 
part of broad government campaign to 
stamp out corruption.
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CORRECTION
The “Verdi concert” photo in the Party 

Time section of the May 8 paper included 
the wrong photo credit. The photo was 
taken by Jake Morrison not Kita Szpak. 

Trade Minister Ed Fast speaks at Europe Day. 
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and medium-sized companies take advantage 
of opportunities in the European market. 
Canadian Manufacturers and Exporters is 
Canada’s lead organization in the network. Its 
president, Jayson Myers, whose name was 
repeatedly mentioned during speeches, also 
attended the event. 

So while there was no big CETA 
announcement this time, those paying 
close attention may be inclined to read the 
Enterprise Europe Network announcement 
as a sign of what’s to come next. Maybe it 
was enough to temporarily reassure those 
who started worrying.

The word in the diplomatic commu-
nity is that officials are waiting for the 
final seal of approval on the trade deal so 
that they can also get the green light on 
another Canada-EU summit, something the 
two parties used to hold every year (with 
one exception) since 2000. That pattern 
stopped three years ago. The last summit 
was in 2010, coincidently of course, around 
the same time as the complexity of the 
CETA talks were coming to the foreground. 
Perhaps there hasn’t been much to cel-
ebrate since then?

Diplomatic delicacies
Dozens of people waited eagerly in a line 

that snaked around the main room of the 
Shenkman Arts Centre in Orleans on May 8 
for a chance to dip a strawberry in a warm 
and flowing chocolate fountain. Hundreds 
of guests attended the first annual Desserts 
of the World Festival, an event organized 

in support of St. Mary’s Home, an Ottawa-
based social service agency that helps 
young pregnant women, and young moms 
and their children.

Guests were mingling for hours, carry-
ing small white cardboard plates with an 
assortment of dessert samples. Both Ottawa 
Mayor Jim Watson and former CTV host 
Max Keeping spoke to the crowd, extend-
ing their support to the work of St. Mary’s 
Home. Mr. Keeping’s foundation donates 
yearly scholarships to the organization to 
award to young women. 

Among the many vendors of ice cream, 
cupcakes, and other goodies were several 
embassies, presenting their best sweet 
treats. Not all of them stayed very long (per-
haps because their desserts disappeared 
quickly due to popularity), but they did 
bring delicious samples with them.

The Australian High Commission offered 
guests a taste of the Lamingtons, a traditional 
Australian sponge cake with jam inside, which 
is dipped in chocolate (Chatter House’s favou-
rite!). The embassy of the Philippines brought 
banana rolls and Buko Pandan, prepared 
using coconut and screwpine leaves.

There were also the Kuih Lopes from the 
Malaysian High Commission, which are rice 
cakes with palm-sugar syrup, wrapped in 
banana leaves. Taiwanese officials brought 
rich and crumbly pineapple shortcake, 
while the embassy of Azerbaijan brought 
pakhlava (same as baklava). 

Chatter House is already looking forward 
to next year’s mouthwatering event! 

agurzu@embassynews.ca
@Ancagurzu

Our classes are small, on average fewer than 8 students, allowing teachers to get to know their students 

and to treat each student as a distinct individual.

Students and their teachers sit together around tables, sharing ideas and learning from each other and 

together. At Blyth Academy there are no rows of desks, and, consequently, no back rows.

Engage with your community during your posting; engage with Blyth Academy Ottawa.

IntroducIng a private high school desIgned to meet 
the specIfIc needs of the dIplomatIc communIty of ottawa.
 

Located in the vibrant heart of Westboro viLLage, bLyth academy ottaWa 

gives grade 9-12 chiLdren of the dipLomatic community fLexibLe term start 

times and a supportive intimate community to assist With transitions.

School tours, interviews and information 
sessions are available this Summer.

Visit www.blythacademy.ca/ottawa  
for more information.

Embassies bring in sweets for good cause
Continued from Page 2

Delicious frosted cupcakes and Malaysian Kuih Lopes.
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