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The Comprehensive Economic and 
Trade Agreement has played big on the 

European Union Delegation to Canada’s 
agenda for the last three years or more.

While he’s not a trade negotiator, 
Maurizio Cellini is at the centre of the 
action in Ottawa, busy with activities 
like trying to explain the deal to 
Canadians. He is the head of the EU 
Delegation’s economic, trade, and 
commercial section.

He answered written questions Oct. 30 
that Embassy had posed to the EU by email. 
The following exchange has been edited for 
length and style. 

 
Where do the talks stand now? What 
issues have been decided and what more 
is left to be decided?

“We are approaching the end of negotia-
tions. All issues are on the table and, as in 
most trade negotiations, nothing is decided 
until everything is decided.”

 
Are you confident that talks will conclude 
by the end of the year? Why or why not?

“We believe that a conclusion before the 
end of the year is possible.”

What are the top three ‘asks’ the European 
Union wants to get out of this deal, in 
order of priority?

“The EU has a diversified list of interests. 
They are all important and it would be a 
mistake to set priorities.”

Canadian professors Patrick Fafard and 
Patrick Leblond have argued that the fed-
eral government decided to give Canadian 
provinces a limited role at the CETA nego-
tiating table, partly because of European 
pressure. The provinces can’t veto a deal, 
but they can frustrate its implementation, 
which could lead to EU companies going 

after the federal government, and ultimate-
ly a less effective deal. Do you feel this is a 
problem? If so, how would you propose the 
parties to the agreement resolve this?

“We know that, for the first time ever, 
the Canadian provinces have been directly 
involved in the negotiation process of a free 
trade agreement. This is a very important 
fact. As the Canadian provinces have taken 
a constructive approach in these negotia-
tions, we do believe that they will imple-
ment it in full and in good faith.”

Will the deal definitely need to be ratified 
by each individual member state?

“It depends on the final content of the 
agreement and this assessment can only be 
done after the negotiations have concluded. 
If areas of exclusive member state compe-
tence are covered then, yes, apart from the 
common ratification by member states and 
the European Parliament in Brussels, each 
one will have to ratify it individually.”

  
The Harper government has made no 
secret that the CETA is one of its top 
trade priorities, along with a handful of 
other talks toward deals with countries 
such as India, as well as the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership. Where does the EU place 
a trade deal with Canada in terms of its 
overall trade priorities?

“Canada represents 1.6 per cent of EU 
external trade and it is the 11th most impor-
tant EU trading partner in goods and servic-
es. It is also the EU’s fourth largest source 
of foreign direct investment. CETA is also 
one of the first free trade agreements con-

cluded between the EU and a highly devel-
oped country. So, yes, a good agreement 
with Canada is also a priority for the EU.”

 
Some Canadians are worried the CETA 
could lead to the privatization of essential 
public services such as those related to 
water and health. Some fear lawsuits from 
transnational water companies if they are 
discriminated against in contract offerings. 
Do these people have reason to be con-
cerned? Why or why not?

“CETA does not force either the EU 
or Canada to privatize public services. 
Privatization of essential public services 
remains a matter of domestic decisions.”

 
Generic pharmaceutical supporters say the 
EU is pushing Canada through the CETA to 
extend pharmaceutical patents and data 
protection that would boost the cost of 
drugs to Canadians. Why does the EU want 
drug patent extension and further data 
protection? Will it boost drug costs?

“EU pharmaceutical manufacturers 
would like to have the same patent protec-
tion as in Europe. It will not necessarily 
increase drug costs.”

 
We know the EU wants more access to 
Canada’s dairy market. What’s the mini-
mum concession you would accept? Do 
you sense that Canada would be willing to 
agree to this? Why or why not?

“These matters are currently being 
addressed by the negotiators. It is very dif-
ficult to make any speculation at this stage.”
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‘Nothing is decided until everything is decided’
Kristen Shane

Reservations about CETA?

Reform CETA or get rid of it.

A message from the Canadian Union of Postal Workers

lead to EU companies going after the federal 
government. How do you ensure provinces 
will live up to implementing a deal?

“Well, as I mentioned earlier, the prov-
inces and territories have been a critical 
part of the consultations. In fact, they have 
their own negotiators who are at the table 
negotiating in areas of their responsibility. 
We have been very pleased with how that 
process has developed.

“I have what I believe is a trusted relation-
ship with my counterparts across the province. 

“In fact, two weeks ago, I met with Brad 
Duguid, who is the responsible minister in 
Ontario. Earlier today, I met with ministers 
[Nicolas] Marceau [the finance minister,] and 
[Jean-François] Lisée [the minister respon-
sible for external trade] from Quebec. 

“And, again, we all reaffirmed our com-
mitment to concluding these negotiations 
because we all understand how critical trade 
is to driving long-term prosperity in Canada.

“I would also note that last February, I met 
with all of my counterparts from the prov-
inces and territories. And we actually came 
to a consensus, and issued a press release, in 
which we stated that concluding an ambitious 
outcome to the CETA negotiations was the 
most important thing we could do to drive 
economic growth in Canada.”

How do you get them to live up to that 
though? Some say you should pursue a for-
mal, written agreement.

“Well, we’re discussing how that process 
will play out going forward.

“But I can tell you there’s a high level 

of commitment at the table from all of the 
provinces and territories.

“And I’m absolutely committed to keep-
ing them part of these negotiations right 
until the conclusion. And at the end of that 
process, I expect that we’ll all be able to 
confirm that this deal represents the best 
interests of not only the federal govern-
ment, but the provinces and territories, and 
Canadians right across our country.”

So you are looking for them to commit 
formally?

“Of course we are. We expect the provinc-
es to fulfill the commitments that they make.”

Regarding visas, lawmakers in Romania, 
Bulgaria, and the Czech Republic aren’t 
happy with the visa requirements that 
Canada has on them now. The EU ambassa-
dor has warned that these countries could 
hinder the deal’s implementation. 

“Well, I’ll just mention two things. I know 
that [Immigration] Minister [Jason] Kenney 
continues to have discussions with each of 
those countries. And we’re confident that a 
solution will be found.

“At the same time, negotiators on both 
sides have committed to keeping the CETA 
negotiations on a completely separate track 
from the visa issue, as we seek to keep on a 
separate track any other issues that are not 
trade related. And that has been the posi-
tion of the negotiators on both sides since 
the start of negotiations.”
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‘We expect the provinces 
to fulfill the commitments’

The head of the EU Delegation’s economic, 
trade, and commercial section, Maurizio Cellini.
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